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Now York, Wednesday, May 32, 1872.

^^° Notice.—Our readers who propose to

spend the summer months in the country can

have the Evening Post sent by mail for One

Dollar per month,

OUTSIDE READING MATTER.

FiRgT Page—Letters from the People ;
Social and

Political Gossip—Unseen—The New Balloon—The New
Strasbiirg Library—The Presidential Race ; The Cincin.

nati Nominations ;
Mr. Greeley" s Letter of Acceptance-

Mexico and South America—The Tammany Ring Cases

—The New Methodist Bishops—At Home and Abroad—
The French War Contracts—The " Strike

"
at the Cop-

per Mine— Sippifigs from Punch.

FotTKTH Paqb-Third and Fourth Edition Reading
Matter.

IS IT EIGHT TO STEAL PBIVATE LET-
TERS t

There is one question whlcli till now we

have never thought that we should be obliged

to put seriously to our readers. Is the preju-

dice in favor of respecting the sanctity of pri-

vate correspondence on the whole a salutary

one, and worthy of being encouraged and kept

up, or is it time that it should be discarded?

Would it be the right sort of thing to pick a

Dian's pocket of the private letters which he

carries about with him?

If one should drop in the street a letter ad-

dressed to him, is it the act either of a gentle-

man or a respecter of the ordinary rules of

morality to pick it up and, instead of restoring

it to the proper owner unread, to read it and

publish it to the world?

If one should casually leave a drawer filled

with his private letters where they can be got

at by those who bear him no good will, is it

right to take possession of them and print

them in a pamphlet or publish them in the

newspapers ?

These are questions which the people of the

United States are asked to answer, and will

be afforded an opportunity of answering at

the next election of President. The national

postolfice is-gan important executive depart-

ment, and the people are asked to place in the

executive chair a man who is in favor of peep-

ing into private letters. But let us be more

explicit.

In the year 1845 a man named Mackenzie,

•whom we remember as described in the news-

papers of the day as
" a little Scotchman with

a large head and a red wig," found it conve-

nient to leave Canada, where he had coade

himself notorious as a political agitator, and

came to New York. Here he was accommo-

•dated with a place of some sort in the Custom

House. Shortly before that time Mr. Jesse

Hoyt had been the Collector of Customs for

the port of New York, and had left behind

him, in a box or drawer, a large number
of private letters, principally relating to

pohtical matters, addressed to him by
various persons, most of whom are now dead.

Among these were Thaddeus Phelps, Stephen

Allen, B. F. Butler, late Attorney-General of

the United States and one of the most beloved

and honored citizens of the Union, Mrs. But-

ler, John Van Buren and others. Mackenzie

somehow got possession of these—stole them,

in short—for it was a clear case of larceny,

taking what he had no right to—and pub-

lished them. Judged by the lowest standard

of morality he had committed an infamous

crime.

In this infamy Horace Greeley made him-

self, by defending the conduct of Mackenzie,

an accomplice. It is not improbable, indeed,

that he advised the publication of the letters,

for the preface to Mackenzie's pamphlet is

dated September 1, and it appears that Mr.

Greeley was furnished with an early copy,

since only three weeks afterwards, not more

than time suflScient to get the book through

the press, he introduced it to the readers of

the Tribune with a flourish of trumpets,

and published several of the stolen let-

ters. The Tribune's notice of the book

was published on Monday, the 23d of

September, occupying about four columns

on the second page, and was headed "The

Secret Political History of the State of New
York." It speaks of the book as

"
the most

remarkable, important, astounding which has

appeared in this century," and adds:
" The book before us consists, in the main,

of the private correspondence of Martin Van
Bureu and his wire-workers, with Jesse Hoyt,
their crony and fugleman in this city, during
the quarter of a century which witnessed the
rise and fall of the master-spirit of this soul-

I less and proflgate junto."

Mr. Greeley's paper then gives the follow-

ing history of the stolen correspondence:
" We gather from the opening chapter that

they (the letters) were left behind him in the

Custom House when Mr. Hoyt rather hastily
vacated that establishraeut, were claimed and
taken possession of by Mr. Poindexter and
Investigating Commissioners, by them re-

moved to Washington, where it was appre-
hended that Mr. Hoyt would replevin
them, and have since found their way to the
hands of their present editor and publisher by
means not fully explained."

No special explanation ,
one would think,

was necessary. The whole afiair of putting

and keeping these letters out of Mr. Hoyt's

reach was most sneakingly managed, and if

all that is said in this paragraph be true, the

theft begun by others was only consummated

and carried into full eflect by Mackenzie, with

the aid of Mr. Greeley to justify the larceny

and help him to sell the correspondence he

bad stolen.

This prompt notice of the book was follow-

ed by several of the letters, and the next morn-

ing, under the head of "More of the Secret

Political History," additional extracts were

given from letters of Mr. Van Buren, Mr.

Butler and others, after which the editor, Mr.

Greeley remarked :

" Our notice of this new work on the lives

and opinions of the Loco Foco party in this

Btate created a great excitement in this city.
The call for the paper and for the book itself

•was immense. The end is not yet."

Day after day Mr. Greeley, in his journal,

returned to this subject, with the manifest

purpose of aiding Mackenzie in the object of

his theft. On the 20lh of t^^ojitcmluT thi.'
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A.

Adama, John Qnincy.—38, 39, 40, 109.

Albany.
—Butler's opinion of 32.

Albany Ar^us.—notice of—Van Buren its main stay
—

Cantine its owner 88, 89—on Jackson 90—copies
Bennett's articles 9G—on both sides 117.

Albany Regency, or Van Buren's organized political

cabal.—8—with Swartwout 85—Leggett on 89—
Bennett on 96—known as

' the bank junto' 104.

Alien, Stephen.-45—proposes a $500,000 Tammany
Hall Bank 71—his opinions on banks 72—on

repeal com. 114— on suspension 148.

Alley, Saul.—made a U. S. Bank Director, 100.

American Land Co.—to buy the best of public lands

low, with public money, and sell them again high
to the people 122, 123.

Anti-masonry .^
—

10, 42, 113.

Anti-Renters, The.—outdone by Butler 18, 104—Van
Buren and the, in 1812, 123, 124.

Appointments to office.—8—bucktails 26, 33—medi-

cal turn on politics 46—Coddington'sart of getting

46, 47, 48—Hamilton on 48—Ingham on 48, 56—L.

Hoyt on 49—Butler and Swartwout on .50—J. Hoyt
on 51, 54—Mr. Van Buren on 44 to 46, 53—turn-

ings and twistings 55—Ingham on 57.
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—who and how made 150.

Atwood, Henry C.—notice of 87.

B.

Bank of America.—27, 28.

Bank of Auburn—31.

Bank of Brooklyn.
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Bank of State of N. Y.—withholds Hoyt's account,
11—Jackson's true character of 106—deposites
hack to 109.

Bank of the United States.—105—J. Van Buren lost

a fortune by 61—Butler and Van Buren petition
for a branch 98, but are ag'st 99— Cambreleng on

100, 101, 104, 106—C. W. Lawrence on 102, 108

to 110—Siles Wright on 103, 107—Tibbets's plan
104—Duane on 107—policy of 151.

Bank craft.—Butler's art or mystery of—paying
much with little, 16 to 24—ib. 104—Phelps & Co.
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Banking.—[See this index generally]
—105.

Barker, Gen'l Geo. P.—Attorney General of N. Y.
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Barker. G. R.—cashier, <fcc. 29, 30.
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Beardsley, S. of Oneida.—61, 109.
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stocks 125—his bank (see N. A. Trust Co.) 145 to
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anguish, ib.—on Hoyt 97—Marcy on 112—exposes
Bartow 126.
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Hoyt 49—opposed to Young 73.
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Duer, AY. A. 49.
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ney, 136.
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103, 117.
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91_Canibreleng to 100 to 107—Marcy instructs
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Beers's 149.
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Hyatt, Thomas.—sent to penitentiary 75.
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winked at 134.
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Kendall, Amos —107—Bennett on 95.

Kibbe, Isaac.—notice of 122.
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La Chaise, Fouche & Co.—cruel treatment of 14.3.
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78 to 81--Bowne and Lawrence's job 127, '8—em-
bezzlements in 129 to 136—its patronage 137—who
get offices in 82, 83 to 87—measurers' pickings and
stealings 80--cIerks and officers 151.

New York Post Office.—boxes 134, salaries, ib.

N. Y. Evening Post.—90, 131, 1.33.

N. Y. Herald.—9—Bennett owns the 91—attacks V.
B. and his regency 96.

N. Y. Morning News.—on Custom Ho. 82, 85.
N. Y. Standard.— 90.

N. Y. Times.—Hoyt and the 90.

Noah, M. M.—9—libel case with Miller—accused of

political knavery—his partner 36, 37—introduces
Phillips to Swart. 38—Butler and V. Buren's in-

structions to 38, 39—his grievances 39, 40—State
printing, ib.—Yan Buren on 42—on V. Buren 43,
44—helps to buy Blair a press 88—loses State

printing through Hoyt 89—puffs Swartwout 136—
Ulshoefferon 139.

North Am'n Trust Co. [Beers.]—bankrupt—Hoyt
props it—notice of 147 to 149.

Nominations by the people.—Butler ag'st 38, 118—
bad system in use 73, 139.

o.

Oakley, J.— 's original friend 86-Bennett to 92—
recommends Wasson 135.

O'Connell, Daniel,'s trial.—7.
Offices and Appointments.—See appointments, &c.
Ogden, Henry.—Cashier to Hoyt and Swartwout 129,

135, 136.

Ogsbury, F.—in Customs 74.

O'Sullivan, J. L.—on banks 65, 66—on Custom House
82, 85.

Olcott, T. W.-ir, 18, 19, 30, 104, 125, 147.

P.

Papers (Private.)-9, 10, 11, 12, 95.

Phelps, Thaddeui.-notice of 114, repeal letter, ib.

114, '15.

Phillips, Joshua.—a $600,000 embezzlement—Noah
his endorser 33—notice of 129.

Phillips, Naphtali.—Noali's partner 37, 33, 39, 40.

Pitcher, Col. Nath'l.—72—an honest man overthrown
and regency saved 45— in opposition 102.

Polk, Jas. K.—how he treats Jackson's memory 106--
in Congress 109—selects Lawrence 106, llO.-Wise
1.36—appoints B. F. Butler 141.

Postage rates.— 108.

Price,'William M.—helps politicians to places 82—
his appointment 140.

Purdy, Elijah F.—gets office 76—conduct on the law

bench, 26.—represents gen'l gov't at Syracuse 82—
proclamation 82.

Quackenbogs, M. M.—86.

R.

Religion.—Mr. Butler on 14, 26, 29, 144.

Revenue.— returns at N. Y. 129, fraudulent 130 to

136—collection 1.37.

Rogers, Judge Halsey.—30—in lobby 122.

Root, Gen'l Erastus.-27, 72, 101—on land co. 123.

Rudd, Theron.—sad mistake of 142.

S.

Safety Fund.-63, 106.

Selden, Dudley.— in Congress, &c. 109, 113.

Sevier, Senator, of Ark.—Smilhson legacy and 132.

Skinner, Roger, Judge &c.—26, 39—meddles in poli-
tics 103.

Slavery.-105, 108, 110—Cambreleng on 106-its ef-

fects 121.

Smith, Morgan L.—108, 119.

Smith, T. L.—the Calhoun man 46, 57.

Smilhson bequest.
—132.

Smuggling in N. Y. State.—152.

Southwick, Solomon.—hi.s vote for governor 42.

Spencer, Ch'f Just.— Butler on 139.

Spencer, John C.—anti-slavery 108.

Spencer, Mark.—28, 29, 69, 75.

Spicer, General Peter.— accepts office 75, his his-

tory, ib.

Standing armies dangerous to liberty.
— 12.

Staples, Seth.—on stock-jobbing 126.

Stock- jobbing.—see
'

Buller,' 'J. Barker,' 'Wet-

more,' 'J. Van Buren,'
'

J. Hoyt,' 'Beers,' 'Ed-

monds,' 'Bishop,' 'Kemble,' 'Swartwout,' 'Law-

ence,'
—Marcy on 67—a regular specimen of 75

and 104—defined 12.5—wholesale in N. A. Trust

Co. 147 to 149.

Stone, Col. W. L.—L. Hoyt on 41.

Strong, Geo. D.—recommends Le Foy 82— in N. A.

Trust Co. 147, 148.

Sutherland, Joel B.—in opposition 101,

Swanton, Judge.
—V. Buren on 119.

Swartwout, Samuel.—Coddington's feelings concern-

ing 48— letter to, i6.—writes Hoyt to
'

push like a

devil
'—a regular spoils-man 50— his connection

with Burr 83— settles Texas with U. S. funds 84—
notice of, ib. and 129—his default 135, 136.

Sweet, Egbert G., Customs.—notices of 76, 77, 127.

Swift, Genl. Jos. G.—77.

Talmage, Thos. G.—president of Beers's bank or

trust comp. 149.

Tammany Hall.—Steph. Allen's bankof 70—Irving's

oration at 71—character of 73—Bowne at 128, 139.

Taney, Chief Justice.—on U. S. Bank 100.

Texas.— 108, 110, 121—Swartwout and Mason's

speculation.*" in 84.

Thompson, Jonathan, —efforts to displace as CoU'r at

N. Y. 48, 51, 56, 132.

Thorne, John W., bank-teller.— 57.

Throop, Enos T.— 10, 31, 36, 44—a bad naval officer

130, 131—notice of, ib.

Tibbels, Elisha.—his plan of a U. S. Bank 101, 104

—custom ho. com'r 127.

Tradesmans' Bank.—30.

Trea8on--Con8piracy. -
9, 12,
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Tyler, Preaidenl.—his Custom Ho. inquiry 97, 135.

U.

Ulshoeflfer, Henry.—his letter to Hoyt, espionage,
and desire to feed his family at the public crib TSto
80.

Ulshoeffer. Michael..-his letters 139.
United States Lombard Co. ---75.

United States Bank.—see bank of U. S.

V.

Van Buren, John.—8—appointed Attorney General
of N. Y. 58—his profane language and unfitness
for ofBce 59---his 18 letters, cursing, betting,
gambling, stock-jobbing, speculating with Hoyt,
&c. 60 to 64—avoids a correspondence with bro-
kers 60—lost a fortune by the removal of the de-

posites—61, 68—enterprise with Cutting 63, 68—
cause of Webb's arrest 68—on good terms with
Swartwout 85—a land-jobber 122—row at Hudson
124.

Van Buren, Martin.— 15, 16—eulogy on Clinton 24—
was to remove to N. Y. 26, 27—charters W. and
W. Bank, &c. 31—appoints Hoyt CoU'r Cusl's N.
Y. and endorses for him 35—looks very sharp after

money 36—approves Noah's course 39— for a cau-
cus and sure of Crawford's ejection 40—account of
victory, Nov. 1828, bets and Noah 42—Noah's
characters of 43, 44—letters and nominations in
1829—saves Marcy from ruin 45— characteristic

corresp. with Hoyt about office 51 to 56—hires a
valet de chambre 51—has Jackson's confidence
54—pities the poor Whigs 57—unprincipled 59—
wishes his friends to electioneer when seeking the

presidency 63—opinions on banks 65, 98, 99—on
appointments 72, 73— 's friend Spicer 75—and
Swartwout 85—Charleston Mercury on 87—direc-

tor-gen'l of the Argus 89—his relatives, !6.-pufl"s
Jackson 90—affection for and hatred to, by J. G.
Bennett 91 to 96—correspondence 94, 95—begs for
a wing of ' the monster' 98— oflices 103—sub-treas.
106—trusts in Providence 119—on foreigners 119—
gets charter for Buffalo Bank 122— is rich 123—
anti-renters and 123, 124—puffs Throop 130—pro-
fligate expenditure by 132—warned of Hoyt by
Congress 133.

Van Buren, alias bucktail, alias regency, alias re-

publican, a^ios hunkers, alias '

regular' democrats,
alias spoils, party.—their secret objects and policy
laid bare.-"See the index and rol. generally.

Van Ness, Cornelius P.—his remoral 82—MorningNews on 85.

Van Ness, Genl. John P.—83.
Van Ness, Judge W. W., case of—11, 27.

Vanderpool, Judge Aaron.— 109.

Wagers on elections.—See bets.

Walker, R. J.—a poor instrument of the pet banks
107 [see 106]— 109.

War.—opinions on 34, 146—and war taxes 152.

Washington and Warren Bank.—Some account of it,
16 to 31—how charter obtained 30, 31—Butler on
105, 144.

Wasson, George A.—his Custom House roguery 135.
Waters, Tallman J.—Hovt's cashier 130, to 133.
Webb. Col. J. M^—arrested in England 68—Bennett
on Cour. & Enq. 92. 93.

Weed, Thurlow.—remarks on Hoyt by 35.
Westervelt, Dr.—sores the Van Buren party (not

medically) 45.

Westervelt, James, Weigher.—what he is and does
79; 80.

Wetmore, Gen'I Prosper M.—indicted for fraud 59—
related to Ogsbury 74—V. P. U. S. Lombard Co.
(its character) 75—navy ag't, N. Y., j6.— 148.

Wheeler, John M. (or W.)—noticed 85.

Whigs, the.- 61, 62, 78 to 80—Marcy on 113.

White, Campbell P.—in Congress 109 -in the Man-
hattan Bank, and V. Buren's Park meeting 121.

Wise, Henry A.—on N. Y. Custom House 136.

Woodbury, Levi.—Bowne's bank and 128—miscon-
duct as secretary 134 to 137.

Workies, the.—Cambreleng sets Hoyt to deceive
100, 104.

Wright, Silas.—votes Clinton out of the Canal Board
25, 46, 48—denounces betting on elections 67.—
opposes Youn^ 73—for Butler 100—instructs the
legislature of N. Y. on the bank 102, 103—notice
of 107—one of the jobbing Land Co. 122—makes
Edmonds a Judge 125.

Y.

Yates, Governor.—25, 73, 139.

Yates, John V. N.—censured 1 1 1

Young, Col. Samuel.—34
to sit with Bishop 126.

notice of 72, 73- -refused



LIVES
OF

BENJAMIN F. BUTLER AND JESSE HOYT.

CHAPTER I.

Introduction. The Convention of 1846. A Revision of the Commrnon Lavj. The

Judiciary. The Elective System. Treason. In what cases should frivate papers
be published? A powerfulfaction banded against the Republic. Hopes resting on
the Convention.

This volume is respectfully inscribed to the Electors of the Convention, next to

assemble for the Revision of the Constitution of the State of New York—and it

appears probable that they will decide next November that that Convention shall

be held in 1846.

The Declaration of Independence was issued, and the Common School Law of

this State put in operation, amidst war and tumult, but the Convention of 1846

will probably assemble and deliberate in peaceful times, and amidst wide spread

prosperity. Education has been long- and very generally diffused among the peo-

ple
—

they have the experience of threescore and ten years of republican govern-

ment, with its inestimable advantages, and great imperfections, as thus far

administered—and if they send to the Convention, men of probity in their personal

dealings and character, and of active patriotism, united with a clear and cultivated

intellect, the true friend of America and republican institutions may anticipate
that great benefits to the country will result from their deliberations.

The time surely draws near in which the friends of freedom in America will see

an attempt seriously made to accomplish what the far-seeing Clinton wisely sug-

gested twenty years since, the framing of a code of American Laws in the room of

that Common Law, (so called,) which, in the language of Thomas Cooper to

William Sampson,
"

is anything that the legislative propensity of the common
law bench may choose to make it." Lycurgus, though he impressed upon the

Spartans that heroic character which yielded not even on the calamitous day of

Leuctra ; though he taught (and not vainly) that love of country and its institu-

tions which changed a corrupt populace into a nation of patriots, among whom no

civil war broke out in a thousand years
—

yet even Lycurgus failed, where we
have as yet made a questionable progress

—for the Laws in Lacedamon not being

written, were, in corrupt times, interpreted [Morris fashion] according to the

arbitrary will of those who administered them.

Many persons suppose that our N. Y. Revised Statutes are the law. They are

but a small supplement to it. Mr. Daniel O'Connell was tried not long since in

the principal Common Law Court of Ireland, for sedition, and convicted. His

case was carried to England for revision, and his condemnation reversed. The

English judges, to a man, decided that the most important counts in the indictment

were bad—and these very counts the Irish judges had, after argument, held to be

good ! This is our imported Common Law. Cases of general interest are decided

in our Common Law Courts in this State—carried up to the Supreme Court—
reversed—brought next into the Court of Errors, and reversed over again. That
of Barry, vs. Mercein, is evidence of what chance the poor man has of republican

justice at Common Law.
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Again : Vast sums are embezzled
bj"^ public officers. No Common Law can be

remembered that will punish them, or cause them to disgorge the plunder—^but let

a shop-boy or beggar take a dollar from a till, not his own, and Mr. Recorder
Morris's unwritten rules, which lawyers can so well remember, speedily sends him
to the penitentiary or House of Refuge.

There may be much that is valuable in our borrowed Chancery system—Lawyers
differ about what it is—and beyond their circle who is there that understands its

precepts? If law is equity why have we separate sets of judges ;
and if it is not,

why not make it so ?

Why is the procedure, or forms and proceedings in our courts, so mysterious,
even to the learned, that cases like that of Ahern the Maj^or's clerk, are often

decided on matters of form and not on their true merits ? The people choose their

justices, but not one in a hundred of them, when so chosen, can possibly compre-
hend the complicated legal system which is the rule of their proceedings. Politi-

cally we have declared that all men are on a common footing in the eye of the law,

yet property and its benefits, instead of becoming more equally diffused, are

relatively more and more concentrated in a few hands; while the condition of the

poor laborer has changed for the worse. This is the ivorhing of a litigious cojisti-

tution.

The office of a judge of the higher courts is one of great power and dignity in

this State. The station of Senator, with a voice in the court of last resort, enables

its possessor to exercise a vast influence for good or evil. Yet I need go no
farther than the letters brought to light in this volume, for evidence that substantial

justice is out of the question, in many cases, under the present system, as ad-

ministered. Wrangham was severely punished for meddling with private matters

when he undei-took to expose the bribery of Lord Verulam—^but he was right
—

Bacon had to yield
—and I trust that I shall be found fully able to meet all attempts

at oppression to which the developements in the ensuing chapters may subject me.

When, in Dec. 1839, the Democratic Review, backed as it was by the Globe and

Argus, declared that " the boasted '

independence of the judiciary
'

is soon found
to be mere independence of common sense and common justice," I doubted. It

would seem, from various references in these pages, that the private opinion and

procedure of the leaders in this State, did not differ from the public admissions of

Mr. J. L. O'Sullivan.
A nation must not be nice about details when its existence or its liberties are

threatened, whether from within or Avithout. The public safety is the supreme
law. Where is the man who can turn from a perusal of the facts I have submit-

ted without being convinced that there is a mercenary faction in our midst, bound

together by powerful ties, strong and united, sordid and selfish in every thing
—

acting in concert and for a common purpose, the destruction of that manly inde-

pendence of thought and action which is the glory of our age and country ? Listen

to its leaders, as each for himself speaks in these pages. Where is one of them
found to breathe a warm aspiration of generous sympathy for the sufferings and
afflictions which chequers life to the whole family of man?

Mr. John Van Buren has been named in some of our most wide spread public

journals as a probable candidate at no very distant day for the Presidency. Look
at him as he really is—in the mirror himself has polished. His father is making
no common exertions to attain a second time to the chair of Jackson. Observe
well the pupils of his school, and say if he deserves it? Mr. Butler has an office of

much influence in the administration of justice. Hear him, that ye may determine

whether it is in safe hands ! Mr. Hoyt's political annals are less important on his

own account, than as showing the means whereby his artful employers got and

kept for years the reins of state in this Union.

By the Constitution of 1821, the most important and influential offices in this

State are withheld from the nomination and appointment of the millions. Draw
aside the curtain, as I have done, and behold how that patronage has been exer-

cised by our delegated agents. I trust that the Convention will aid the constituen-

cies in getting rid of a Regency at Albany, and all its branches in the several

counties. It is time the Empire State were rid of the Coddington tribe, who,

Dugald Balgetty like, are ready to break up any government the hour it is formed,
that hesitates to retain a legion of bribed and pensioned partisans.
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If Mr. Bennett of the Herald circulates nearly 50,000 newspapers weekly, as he

says, and if Mr. Noah's press continues to receive some share of public support,
is it not an advantage to society to obtain in this volume, their characters correctly
described by themselves ? They are the representatives of a class. Should the

time arrive in which the statesman, lawyer, and editor will be ready to hire out
their talents and influence to the highest bidder, will not the effects of concentrated

wealth, and lucrative offices in the gift of partisan leaders, applied to the easy virtue

of the Croswells and the Blairs, the Noahs and the Bennetts, with others of their

class, tend to mislead many, and endanger the public welfare? Are not a band
of deceptive hireling editors like a ledge of sunken rocks, on which, if no beacon
is raised to warn the mariner, the most gallant ship may be wrecked !

Has not treason been committed against the state l The public will read this

volume and deliver its impartial award.

Treason, in the general nature of it, must be the crime of many. It implies plots
and conspiracies, which are carrying on by correspondence, and are to be discovered

hj papers. The safety of the state, which is superior to every other consideration,
makes it necessary to use all possible means to unmask the machinations of treason,
that the dreadful effects may be prevented. Papers, therefore, may be taken pos-
session of, and letters intercepted, as warlike stores are secured, that the designs of

the conspirators may be made known to those whom they would betray, and frus-

trated .

When, at a time of much doubt and difficulty, during the struggle for independ-
ence, treason was ready to deliver the important fortress of West Point to a pow-
erful enemy, for money, its designs were opportunely defeated, by the seizure of
certain papers in a distinguished officer's boot. When Messrs. Bishop and Kemble
had conspired with others to betray their country, and nullify public justice for gain,
the letters of these senators and their associates, even the most private and confi-

dential, were published to the world, as a warning to others. General Jasper Ward
fared no better. When a treaty was under consideration in the United States'

Senate, which Mr. Tappan believed to be injurious to his country, he hesitated not
a moment in publishing its most secret conditions, fearless of the consequences of a
violation of the rules—and in the case of Jacob Barker, and others, indicted for

conspiracy in 182G-7, private letters and agreements were produced, unhesitatingly,
for the general good. I quote high authority when I mention the case of Mr. Cal-

houn and General Jackson, in which, after a visit to Mr. (Jrawford, by a rival of

Calhoun, accompanied by Mr. Cambreleng, the secrets of Mr. Monroe's cabinet, in

days long gone by, were laid bare, by Mr. Crawford, private letters exposed, and
dissension sown broad-cast between long tried friends—not that the public service

might be benefited, but to enable an ambitious aspirant to seize the helm of state,
of which he was of all candidates the most unfit and unworthy. Very different was
Mr. Crawford's course, when called on by Congress for official papers, to show the

tampering and bargaining with the deposite Banks of his day. Many were sup-
pressed, whole passages omitted, or garbled

—and the exposure of this did not

lengthen his step-ladder to Mr. Monroe's seat.

Mr. Cambrel eng's views of the sanctity of confidential correspondence, may be

readily inferred from the contents of the following letter, marked "private," ad-

dressed to his friend, Mr. Jesse Hoyt, at New York, from Washington, and dated

May 19th, 1832.

" Dear H
,

I have seen a copy of W 's PRIVATE letter to Clayton. It is a

deliberate BUT CONFIDENTIAL attack on me, and was designed to coax the

Judge to favor him, which was of course repelled. W— . asked to have the letter

returned—it was so—but ivhat W— does not know—the Judge took a copy of
!T. IT'S A ROD IN PICKLE, and will expose some small contradictions of his

present statements—and show some httle duplicity. The Judge can tell him that

he found my statement of the Webb and Noah case too moderate, and that he wrote
it over himself.

Don't mention about the letter to Clayton
—he will probably publish it. The Bank

will come up in the Senate next week— it won't disturb us before the middle
of June. Sincerely yours,

2 C. C. CAMBRELENG."
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I quote the two last cases, and that which next follows—not approvingly
—but

as evidence of the sense in which parties of whom this volume has much to say,
view the publication of confidential papers.

Mr. Wood, an importer in New York, paid (I think to Mr. Swartwout) duties on

large invoices of woollens, which, on a careful examination, the appraisers for the

U. S. declared to be fairly valued. A Mr. George R. Ives, of Brooklyn, was the

confidential correspondent of Wood's father, who failed in England, and his prop-

erty went to assignees, to whom this Mr. Ives was the agent and attorney.
"Under the specious pretext," say the Commissioners for the U. S.,

'^
of being

called on by Mr. Hoyt, for the correspondence, he delivered them up, and testified

to them in court, books, private letters, and invoices," and was thereby enabled to

hold on to$ 12,000 of the elder Wood's money, his (Ives's) evidence alone having
induced the jury to give a $ 13,000 verdict against the son for a violation of the

revenue laws. The Commissioners add, that " the manner in which the disclosures

were made by Ives, and his subsequent testimony in court, bear strong marks of

collusion between him and the collector, founded on the mutual hope of pecuniary

gain." This is the Ives whose invoices were entered below value, whose fraudu-

lent entries produced no seizure, whose checks on time, before his failure, were
taken by Hoyt as cash for duties, who hired assistant cashiers, and of whom Mr.

Taylor swore that he had told him of an offer made him of $2,000, to act as a spy
on the merchants. Mr. Hoyt thinks it fair to go thus far at least, to put down
fraud in another's case, but when his own papers are taken by the Commissioners
for a hke purpose, he speedily changes his mind.

Mr. Hoyt left in the Custom House fifteen volumes of letters, which were de-

livered to the U. S. Com'rs, by Mr. Curtis. " This correspondence discloses

numerous valuable facts in relation to the mal-practices and defalcations of Mr.

Hoyt," said Governor Poindexter. Mr. Hoyt prepared to quash inquiry, and
obtain the letters by a writ of replevin, and might have destroyed them at little

cost had they not been wisely sent off to Washington. Had they been private letters

ihey had no business in the Custom House—and when a Collector leaves a public

office, and (like a bad lodger who leaves his wallet, decamps between two days,

carrying off the family plate, and forgetting to pay his board bill,) slipping a

few hundred thousand dollars in bank notes, into his valise, scatters the fif-

teen volumes of correspondence of his confederates, among its official records,

justice to outraged society seems to require that the means of exposure thus be-

queathed should be used as, perhaps, he intended they should be—to balance his

accounts. A lazy fellow would sweep them into the street—one more active would

copy, and publish them. They had no business there.

I think the Argus, at Albany, has always acted on a very lax code of morals

about papers. I could give a hundred cases where it has published private letters

that, Glentworth like, had got into its power. I remember, for instance, a very
confidential one, from Mr. De Witt Bloodgood, to his friend in Illinois, that was

published as containing a plot. Mr. Croswell will find in the Memoirs of his friends

Hoyt and Butler, a supply of plots, suflncient for years to come. His friend Gov-
ernor Throop professed to admire "the blessed spirit of anti-masonry," founded as

it was on that innate love of justice to all which animates every failliful breast, and

which had been oatraged by the secret destruction of a citizen, who had published
certain private papers, which few would have ever heard of, had not the bullies and
rowdies of his day, urged on by short-sighted fools, in the back ground, enrolled his

name among the martyrs of the west, and awarded him a place in his country's
annals. It will be found by Mr. C, that I have not entirely forgotten Governor

Throop.
Papers are the depositories of our fortune—the trustees of our credit, character,

and reputation
—our closest confidents. Secrets that may cost a man his life, or

which men would rather die than have discovered, secrets of trade, wills, settle-

ments, things on which the peace of families, and the love and union of relatives

may depend, are often to be found among a person's private papers, in his closet—
and all attempts to invade the sanctity of a private dwelling, on any other ground
than treason against the state, or even then unless on information on oath, and in a

legal way, to search for, seize, or pry into any man's confidential records, cannot

be too severely condemned. The Rev. Mr. O'Coigley was sentenced and executed
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on the oath of a police officer, who swore he found a printed proclamation of a

treasonable character in his great coat pocket, a proclamation, which O'Coigley on

the scaffold, and about to appear before his God, called heaven to witness he had

never seen. The officer had, it is supposed, put it in his pocket, for the offered

reward. Papers may be abstracted from—papers may be added to, those seized or

examined. The case of Glentworth shows that Mayors, Recorders, Judges, Sena-

tors, and District Attorneys, have defended and acted on very different principles

from mine
;
and these too the very men of whom this volume more especially treats.

The writer, while he condemns their procedure, invites them to examine his. He
invades no privacy

—
betrays no confidence—circulates no secret record—but

refers to parts of a correspondence which was, it is presumed, intentionally placed
before him, in proof of a formidable conspiracy against the liberties and franchises

of the American people. No honest man can or will conceal treason.

In many cases, the letters I have used, are given in full. Sometimes extracts

are taken. It may be said that the latter are garbled. My objects were to shorten

the work, and publish no private matter, unless it had a bearing on the subject

before me. If any one feel aggrieved, or, if there are those who doubt the genu-
ineness of any part of the correspondence, he or they will easily find the way to

produce the origmals in a court of law. I shall be most happy to aid in such a

course whenever it becomes necessary. Some of the documents will, no doubt, be

called for by the Governor or Legislature of N. Y.—others may find their way to

the United States Senate.

I may here state, that the italics and CAPITALS used to mark particular passa-

ges of quoted papers are, in most cases, not so marked in the originals.
The views of certain gentlemen whose political opinions are adverted to in suc-

ceeding chapters, with reference to that part of our adopted laws, which, if we are

to believe the postmaster of New York, Mr. R. H. Morris, ought to be obeyed,

though he assures us that it never was written or printed, and therefore could not

be known to the people
—their peculiar views, and his " on the right of search for

private papers," are so well known to this community, as also their practice in strict

concordance with these unknoivn laws, that I need only allude to them here. Nero
is said to have caused his regulations to be written in small characters, and posted
so high that they could with difficulty be read. Mr. Morris's borrowed rules, be

they real or fictitious, are worse than the Caesar's, for you can find them nowhere !

The convention will, I trust, provide a code of genuine
" home manufacture."

Men estimate differently their obligations to society. In the case of Judge
Van Ness, the Bank of America refused to produce the minute book that had the

entry of the $20,000
"

gratuity." Had I been their most confidential servant, and

seen such an entry as would have proved a minister of justice unworthy of his seat,

I would have very soon made my country aware of it, whether it suited the bank or

not. So, in like manner, do I denounce the conduct of the Bank of the State of

New York in concealing the account current of a man proved to have embezzled

much of the pubUc money, more especially when it is seen that its president was
the political and personal friend of the defaulter. Mr. Blair told us through his

Globe of August 14, 1839, that the "
independence of the judiciary

"
is

" an inde-

pendence of common sense and common justice
"—and when such men as him turn

'state's evidence,' is it not time to begin considering of new safeguards? Mr.

Blair spoke by authority of a governor who had placed a political tool on the seat

once filled by Judge Van Ness in the supreme court, to preserve him, as he said,

from RUIN.

The compilet.of this volume deeply regrets that there are in this lovely country
the materials for such a record of human folly. [He derives no pecuniary advan-

tage from its publication, but would be the last man in America to shun the respon-

sibility therewith connected.] Ignorance, prejudice and extreme destitution, have

ever been inimical to the preservation of freedom and peace. Ages of bloodshed

and rapine, presented to our view in the history of the past, will prove unavailing
for example, unless our whole community shall be thoroughly educated, sincerity

cherished as the first of virtues, and that violence of party spirit which divides our

villages, towns, counties and states, into two opposing armies, as it were, ranged
under the banners of partizan chiefs, aided by presses, orators, electioneerers, and

other apparatus of dissimulation and sordid selfishness, annihilated. Much can be

.Jssa*ww*-.ir<^'r
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achieved, if the people will value aright the inestimable advantage they enjoy, in the

freedom with which a state convention may be elected and held in the midst of peace
and tranquility at home and abroad.

Unpublished writings, in evil times, have sent good men to the scaffold—but the

precedents of wicked judges are as beacons to warn their more faithful successors.

The noble Algernon Sydney's blood was shed in the profligate days of the second

Charles, after a mockery of atrial before Judge Jeffries. Conspiracy there was none.
On the search, at midnight, in the martyr's closet, an unpublished manuscript was
found—a leaf or two of its contents read in court—and the noble author condemned.

Posterity has done all the parties justice.

England is a great and powerful country
—

yet it is but little more than 25 years
since Sir Francis Burdett was tried, condemned, and immured in a prison ; though
a member of parliament, a man of ancient family, and possessed of an annual in-

come of $250,000 a year
—because he had dared to call cruelty and oppression by

their right names, in the land of Hampden and Sydney.
"

It seems," said Sir Francis, alluding to the massacre in 1819 at Manchester,
that " our fathers were not such fools as some would make us believe, in opposing
the establishment of a standing army, and sending King William's Guards out of

the country. Yet, would to heaven they had been Dutchmen, or Switzers, or

Hessians, or Hanoverians, or any thing rather than Englishmen, who have done
such deeds !

—What ! kill men unarmed ! unresisting ! and, gracious God ! women
too, disfigured, maimed, cut down and trampled upon by dragoons. Is this Eng-
land ? This a Christian land ? A land of freedom ! Will the gentlemen of Eng-
land support, or wink, at such proceedings! they have a great stake in their

country. They hold great estates, and they are bound in duty, and in honor, to

consider them as retaining fees on the part of their country, for upholding its rights
and liberties."

With such men as this volume drags to the light of day, high in office, controlling
the administration of the laws, the executive, and in a great degree commerce, and
all upon purely selfish, mercenary principles, America would gradually slide down
from her elevated situation among the nations. Revenge would fill some men's

minds, despair would take possession of others. Some would take the course

ascribed by Morris to Robinson with his creditor Suydam the banker—others would
war on property, by increasing the number of those terrible iires which have deso-

lated of late not a few of the fairest cities of America—the evil example of men
above would demoralize thousands below them, and that confidence in, and depend-
ence of man on man, which is the cement that binds society, would cease. A
numerous standing army would come next—less to war on our weak frontier neigh-

bors, than as a police to repeat at convenient seasons the scenes enacted at Man-
chester in 1819. It is from such a state of things that the people seek deliverance.

The Democratic Review (falsely so called,) told us, in April 1843, that the " virtue

and inteUigence of the people is all a humbug," and that "we must procure

stronger guarantees than popular suffrage, and popular virtue and intelligence."
In other words, we were informed that we must shift round to monarchy, or get a

House of Peers, self-government being an idle tale.

I very much fear, that if the men whom this volume too truly describes, can get
the upper hand in the state convention, their united endeavor will be to get us AS
LITIGIOUS A CONSTITUTION AS POSSIBLE, as that would best ensure a

continuance of those hurtful monopolies and lucrative jobs which follow in the train

of all such great convulsions and revolutions in currency, commerce, property, &c.,
as have of late years marred the prosperity of our country.

If in the minority, I think their efforts will be directed towards embarrassing the

capable and well disposed
—and should my pubUcation be found to have the effect

of preventing the return of some of the worst of them, and arousing inquiry into their

conduct, my exertions will be amply repaid.
That a patriot band—such as assembled in Independence Hall, Philadelphia,

seventy years ago—may gladden the hearts of our true hearted citizens, when our

state convention meets ; and that the wisdom of their deliberations may afford un-

questionable evidence of the onward progress of intellectual and moral truth in our

land, and of the capacity of man for self-government, and the sustenance of free

institutions, is the fervent prayer of the compiler.
New York, Sept. I, 1845.
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CHAPTER II.

Mr. Butler^s birth and parentage
—his admission to the Bar, arid partnership ivith

Mr. Van Buren. Mr. Hoyfs early pursuits
—he abandons commerce, and studies

law ivith the Attorney General of New York. Mr. Butler accepts the presidency of
a Bank.

Benjamin Franklin Butler was born at Kinderhook Landing, Columbia County,
N. Y., on the 14th of December, 1795. He was educated there, and in 1811
received by his father's personal and political friend, Martin Van Buren, into his

law office at Hudson, as a student, and into his family, in which he continued to

reside till his (Mr. Butler's) marriage, in 1818, to Miss Harriet Allen, a sister of
Lieut. Allen, of the U. S. Navy.

His father, Medad Butler, who is still alive, was born in Connecticut, where he
served an apprenticeship to a scythe-maker. He afterwards kept store and tavern

at " the Landing," in which business his son Benjamin assisted him in his earlier

years.
When the uncle of Horace Walpole, Earl of Orford, was Ambassador at the

French court, the Queen asked his lady what family she was of. Her reply was,
"
D'aucune, Madame." She was a French stay-maker's daughter. It requires

true nobility of soul to be of the aucune family. In a memoir in the Democratic

Review, the pedigree of thS Butlers is traced to Oliver Cromwell, the lord pro-
tector—to one of the judges whose fiat beheaded King Charles—and to Jonathan

Butler, who landed in Connecticut in 1710. Stanhope, Lord Chesterfield, ridiculed

doubtful pedigrees by placing two old heads among the portraits of his ancestors,
inscribed " Adam de Stanhope" and " Eve de Stanhope." A family of the name
of Levi exhibited a picture in which Noah appears walking into the Ark, carrying
under his arm a small trunk, on which is written "

Papiers de la maison de
Levis." Thus much for genealogy.

Mr. Butler was admitted to the bar as an attorney in the State courts in 1817,
and immediately entered into partnership with his instructor, Mr. Van Buren, in

his law business. The latter was at that time a Senator of New York, and (says
the Democratic Review) "the connection subsisted till the appointment of Mr.
Van Buren to the Senate of the United States, in December, 1821."

In June, 1818, Mr. Butler borrowed $550 from the State of New York, on the

security of 22 acres of land at Kinderhook Landing, and gave his father's bond and

mortgage and his own bond as a security. In 1816 his father had borrowed of the
State another $ 1000, which, with the interest, remained unpaid as late as 1824.

The share of law profits which he realized in 1818 fell short of his wishes, and

early in 1819 he united the professions of lawyer and banker—as President,

Cashier, and (I may add) Board of Directors of the Bank of Washington and

Warren, at Sandy Hill, a village on the Hudson, about 55 miles north of Albany,
and Attorney at Law, Solicitor in Chancery, and Attorney for the said Bank, at

same place.
Jesse Hoyt, the friend of Benjamin Butler, is a native of Connecticut, and early

in life began business on his own account as a store-keeper in Albany—failed—
could not arrange his affairs so as to recommence—discovered that he had the

peculiar sort of talent for a successful lawyer
—indentured himself A\ith Mr. Van

Buren as his stadent—and in due time took the benefit of the insolvent laws, and a

license to practise in the State courts.

When Mr. and Mrs. Butler removed to Sandy Hill, Mr. Hoyt was a student in

the Attorney General's office, and had previously served as a clerk in the Farmers
and Mechanics' Bank. Mr. B.'s letters to his friend will show the prospects of

both, make known the fervent piety of the former, the condition of the legal and
financial professions in Washington county, exhibit new views of State politics
and cannot fail to be read with interest.
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CHAPTER III.

Interesting Correspondence. Mr. Butler''s piety, politics, and kind feelings toward
Mr. Hoyt. A proposal to buy the Buffalo Bank—Mr. HoyVs fitness for the office

of a Cashier—his general character. A run on the Washington and Warren
Bank—Ways and Means—Butler vs. Olcott.

President Butler, of the Bank of W. and W., to Jesse Hoyt, Student at Law,
Albany.

Sandy Htll, March 27th, 1819.

Dear Friend,***** You have really a fine state of political confusion at

Albany. I think the situation of the Governor [De Witt Clinton] is daily becoming
more desperate.****#####

I am more and more pleased with my duties. They require industry and atten-

tion, but they give me more leisure than I had while in Albany, and furnish me
more easily with sufficient to provide for my household.

The only difficxilty here is THE WANT OF the stated PREACHING OF THE
GOSPEL. Had ive a faithful and respectable minister, and iverc the people more
anxiousfor and attentive to religion, I should have nothiyig to askfor, but the continu-

ance of health to make this place delightful. The contrast between Albany and Sandy
Hill in this particular is great. You do not at all estimate as you ought, the pecu-
liar privileges you enjoy. They are remarkably great

* * * * Xhe Gospel
is either a " savour of life unto life," or of" death unto death." And how can those
"
escape who neglect so great salvation ?"

What a bunghng piece of work Mr. Loomis has made in printing my speech. It

has mortified me excessively to see so many stupid blunders issued to the world with

my name preffted. Pray tell my friends that I lay no claims to the bantling in its

present dress.

Yours truly,
BENJAMIN F. BUTLER.

The same to the same.

Sandy Hill, March 17, 1819.

Dear Friend,
The stage to day was looked for with great anxiety by all the members

of my household, as we entertained strong hopes the black damsel would make
her appearance on the "

Hill,"—as the citizens denominate this great metropolis.***** J have been here a fortnight, and have not yet received a line

from you. Pray write me, if it is only to say that you are in esse.

Yours truly,
BENJAMIN F. BUTLER.

The P. S. (in a different hand,) is as follows :
—" Mr. Hoyt do try to get Pender.

I am tired to death of cooking.'"

The same to the same.

Sandy Hill, May 4, 1819.

Dear Friend,***** li\\e election returns are, so far, unfavorable to the hopes
of Mr. Clinton, and his friends, and I presume his destiny is fixed.

*****
T voted for Senators, and offered to vote for members of Assembly, but after a

long discussion of my and various arguments and opinions from lawyers and

electioneerers, the board very gravely decided that I was not yet naturalized—in
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which I think it probable they were right. The Chancellor has really assumed a

great deal in deciding my cause against me. Please obtain a copy of the decretal

order—not of his opinion, for I suppose that would take you a week to copy—and
send by some person at your convenience.

Upon lokat ground did he admit you
—as of right, or ex gratia ? I am glad that

he has done it, and hope you may find it the harbmger of good fortune.

What think you of the New Insolvent Law ? Do you intend to proceed under it?

Or have you not philosophy enough to live poor all your life, with a millstone on

your neckl
How does the business get along, and what is the state, generally, of your eject-

ment suits? Are any of them to be tried at these Circuits or not? I sometimes
wished after my removal, that I could take a peep for a moment in the Registers,
and engage agam in the service of the Sovereign People

—and so long had I been

accustomed to the management of the Attorney General [M. Van Buren] "5 affairs,

public, private and domestic, that I often thought that no one could attend to them
but myself. My new avocations, however, have now become familiar and pleasant,
and I can attend to them without troubling myself about the bonds, mortgages, or

ejectments of the State. ***** There is but liitle law business doing

here, if I was a'epenrfan^ on that, I should have had the horrors long ago.
* * *

B. F. BUTLER.

The same to the same.

Washington and Warren Bank,
Sandy Hill, May 8th, 1819.

Jesse Ployt, Esq., Albany,
Dear Sir,

I send by Mr. Skinner a package and letter for Mr. Barker, which send

as usual. I hear that he has had a demonstration (as Packenham, & Co. would
have said), made upon him this week, which was manfully repelled. My Secre-

tary being otherwise engaged, deprives you of the pleasure of receiving this inter-

esting epistle, in her " own proper hand writing."
Yours truly,

B. F. BUTLER.

Mr. President Butler to Mr. Jesse Hoyt, Solicitor in Chancery, Albany,
Sandy Hill, June 5tii, 1819.

Dear Sir,
I have yours of the 31st ult., 1st inst., and also one by Mr. Gifford. I shall

endeavor as soon as possible to send you some papers in these Chancery causes. I

do regret that I did not know that Mr. V. B. was about attending the June term of

the Court of Chancery. I might have had all my business in train for it.
* * *

* * I have not been in court but little, either Common Pleas, or Circuit—having
had a great deal to do in the Bank, and in my Law Business. I want a clerk very
much, and as soon as Charles' **«**! hope you got my package by
Hitchcock. I have now $ 3000 in current notes, received since Wednesday, which
I would send by Col. Pitcher, wlio conveys this, but he starts from here on foot, and

goes on a raft from Fort Miller, and though an honest man might be robbed or

knocked overboard. *****
I am unable to say anything now ABOUT THE NIAGARA BANK—only that

if Mr. B., [meaning Jacob Barker], could be sure of life, he could make it a profitable
concern—but has, in my opinion, irons enough in the fire, already, for one man.
But then he's A HOST himself. If he gets the stock, you must stand ready to inter-

pose a claim for the management of the business—that is—if you would be willing
to accept such a place. He would require some one that he could repose confidence

in to take charge of it. Though I have no idea that he will get it.
"
Double,

double—toil and trouble," appears to be the order of the day in the Commercial
and Financial world—where it will land us I am unable to say.

*****
The Attorney General [Mr. Van Buren], is never at home—and when he is, I am
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so far from him, that I cannot have that direct and constant communication which
the interests of our clients demand. One thing I most earnestly desire of you, and
that is to forward me all notices, papers, &c., that may he served on Mr. V. B.

[Van Buren] as my agerd. He would never think of it himself, and my clients

might be kicked out of court before I knew it. I shall make no more complaints
about your bad writing, though your scrawls are most infamous, after the capers I

have cut in this epistle.
Yours truly,

B. F. BUTLER.

[Sent per Mr. Thurman, from Sandy Hill,]
June 11, 1819.

Jesse Hoyt, Esq., Albany,
Dear Sir,

I have received a letter from Mr. Barker, mentioning the subject of the

NIAGARA BANK, and requesting m.y opinion of a certain friend of mine, for

CASHIER, provided he should conclude to purchase the stock—to which I have

rephed as follows :
—

" I am happy to hear, by your letter, that in the event of your engaging in the

Niagara Bank, you have thought of MY FRIEND HOYT, for Cashier. I know

of no person within the circle of my acquaintance ivhom I could recommend with equal

confidence for that situation. HIS INTEGRITY, ZEAL, AND INDUSTRY
would I am confident, ensure him your approbation, and esteem. There can be no
doubt of his being amply qualified for the task. His acquaintance with business is

general, and extensive, and for perseverance and activity I know of no one who
surpasses him. His experience in Mercantile business, would alone have qualified
him for the place, but in addition to that he has the advantage of some considerable

acquaintance with the business of hanking, from his employment last year in the Me-
chanics'' and Farmers^ Bank. I have known him for several years ; intimately, for

about three. After the unfortunate termination of his Mercantile concerns, instead of

spending his time in idleness, or giving way to despair or dissipation, which is com-

monly the case in SUCH CIRCUMSTANCES, he resolved forthwith to enter into

employment of some kind or other ; and, as nothing offered by which he could do

better, he commenced the study of the law. All his friends, (and I amongst the

rest,) thought this a very forlorn hope, for such had been his previous active life,

and so long ivas his term of study, that I considered it absolutely impossible for him
to confine himself to so irksome an employment as a clerkship in a law office, with-

out any prospect of a speedy admission either to the practice or the profits of the

profession. He was for nearly three years in my office, and for fidelity and atten-

tion, perseverance and application, the very best clerk lever met with. I consider

him perfectly competent to examine (A) into the affairs of the Bank at Buffalo, and

give you an accurate and judicious account of every thing that relates to it. It ia

needless for me to say that I feel a deep interest in his prosperity, and that nothing
would give me greater pleasure than to see him placed in such a situation as would

give him a competent support ; but perhaps it may be necessary to satisfy you that

my opinion of his merits is not over-rated. I acknowledge that I am his friend, and
I know that friends, like lovers, are a little blind to the faults of those they esteem,
but I believe I may safely refer you to any person acquainted with Mr. Hoyt, for a
confirmation of what I have said."

(A) This IS in reply to a suggestion about sending you up to investigate the

business, preparatory to a decision on the subject. (14.) I have sent my brief in

cause to New York last week by mail.

Yours truly,
B. F. BUTLER.

June 14. I send you by J. L. Thurman, Esq., a package for Mr. Barker, con-

taining, in current notes, $2,200. I have received yours by Mr. Clark, with

$ 1,300 in W. and W. notes. B. F. B.
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The same to tlie same.

Washington and Warren Bank, ^
Sandy Hill, June 21, 1819. \

Dear Sir,

My letter of yesterday informed you that I was engaged in a running fight
with a squadron from Commodore Wiswall's fleet. I send you by Mr. B. Wing,
$ 900 in Troy, Lansingburgh, and Albany bills, which I wish you, (fpossible, to con-

vert into specie. I do not know that I shall need it, but it will be sufficient with
what I have, to teaze the enemy for the whole week, if he should maintain his ground
for so long a time. .

* * * * * I do not wish it lisped that I am in want of it

to meet a demand on the Bank. I loish you to say to the hank that you want SMALL
CHANGE

;
and for that you will give them current bills. If you can obtain $600

it will answer the purpose, and if small money is not to be had any thing else will

answer. *****
B. F. BUTLER.

President Butler to Mr. Hoyt.

Sandy Hill, June 21st, 1819.

Dear Sir,

By the enclosed (which please read, and after that wafer and send by
Wednesday's boat, ) you will learn the situation of affairs here. If Commodore W.,
reported any thing disadvantageous, please correct it. I did not offer, as before to

Allen, to pay him one hill at a time
;
but on Saturday, offered him a large amount of

specie, which he declined waiting for me to count.

If you think that you can get the specie for my notes, which will be chiefly Troy,
&c.

, please so inform Mr. Barker. Mr. Bacon is the person who brought the $ 706.

Yours truly,
B. F. BUTLER.

Washington and Warren Bank,
Sandy Hill, June 23, 1819. (Wednesday morning.)

Jacob Barker, Esq., New York.
Dear Sir,

* * * * * \ have redeemed in the whole

$780, during the two days past
—all in large bills. I have now on hand, about

$300 in small change, $900 in dollars and five francs, and $200 in gold. With
this force I can with certainty sustain myself until Saturday morning, and by
that time I have no doubt I shall have a further supply of specie from Mr.

Hoyt.
*****

I enclose you a copy of Mr. Olcott's letter. This is a new proof of the wavering

policy of that Bank, and of the little reliance to be placed on Mr. Olcott's profes-
sions or engagements, for he offered of his own accord to me last spring, that I

might at any time draw on you at a few days sight, if I chose so to do. * * *

* * I have this morning had two small sums of our notes presented
—the one for

$75—the other for $91—both from Albany; and both enclosed to Mr. Baird,
with a request that he would present them immediately, and that the credit of the

Bank was completely down, which was the cause of their sending them up. I shall pay
these, hecause the money will go down by the mail to-day and may quiet the apprehen-
sion of some persons who ivould otherwise send up ; but I shall request Mr. B. to

decline any further commission of the kind; and if any more such calls appear, I

SHALL PUT THEM ON THE SAME GROUND WITH THE OTHERS.
As the calls this week have assumed the character of a run on the Bank,

you will undoubtedly see the necessity of giving me a supply of specie as soon as

possible.
Yours truly,

B. F. BUTLER.
P. S.—Since writing the above, Wiswall has shown me his money ;

he has now
3
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$4800. Gilchrist has demanded his bills. / told him I was ready to pay in specie,
hut commenced paying Wiswall, he presenting his bills first. Gilchrist has resolved
not to wait, and returns in the stage.

B. F. B.

The letter from Mr. Olcott, referred to above, was dated " Mechanics' and
Farmers' Bank, June 21, 1819," and informed President Butler, that they had
sent for redemption, $5300 of W. and W. bills, by Mr. Gilchrist, to whom they
expected that every facility would be given. Mr. Olcott says

—" You are proba-
bly aware of the determination of the Banks in this city to take no drafts from

country banks, on the city of New York. * # # * # Qur object is to prevent

country banks from placing funds in N. Y. to speculate on their own depreciated
paper. That they do operate in this way, we have good reason to suspect ; other-

wise why do they place funds at so great a distance from the only spot ivhere they
PRETEND TO REDEEM, or give specie value, to their bills."

CHAPTER IV.

Ways and Means continued—Hoio to get a Puff from a Young Patroon—Meaning
of Tons and Loads— The President's Puff—Paying in Sixpences

—
Coffers full

—
Holding up

—" Let the Public wait "—Paying in Chancery suits— Threatening a

Debtor— Taling care of the Bank—" Fair and proper calls
"— Clinton ''

Raving
Mad'^—Paying

" in a slow way
"—Mr. Butler's humanity.

[Favored by Caleb Baker, Esq.,]
Sandy Hill, June 29th, 1819.

Jesse Hoyt, Esq., Ill State street, Albany.
Dear Hoyt,—The enclosed will show you how the " world

wags." One of those persons that I told to wait until their turns came, was THE
YOUNG PATROON, who had 4 or $500 taken for rents due his father.

If you know him—as I believe you do—I wish you would FALL IN WITH
HIM, and ask his opinion

—J know it ivill be favorable, although I did not pay him,
because he sat within my counter, and read the papers, AND DRANK WINE
WITH ME FOR TWO OR THREE HOURS BEFORE THE BANK
CLOSED, and saw every man who had come from a distance, or was poor and

needy, paid in specie without a moment's delay.
Now, if his opinion is friendly, I dare say it will pass current, AND BE A

LEGAL TENDER in your DUTCH metropolis, and it would answerfor CIRCU-
LATION, &c. Let me hear how every thmg goes

—and what is said and done at

Albany. Y^ours truly,
B. F. BUTLER.

Seal and send the enclosed after reading it. If the loan with Baird was con-

cluded, and you expect the specie on Thursday, you may perhaps ask Caleb Baker
to stay for it. If not. tell him there ivill not be A LOAD until next week. HE
AND EVERY BODY ELSE thinks I have TONS OF IT on the way.

[Per Mr. L. Clark.]
Sandy Hill, July 1, 1819.

Jesse Hoyt, Esq., Albany.
Dear Sir,

—The enclosed you will send by the first boat, after

reading it, &c.
I send you 25 Times. You see how boldly we come out. I have deliberated

long before I ventured it—but, as it's a part of my "
budget of ways and means,"

have at length concluded to run the hazard.

If the specie for Schuyler's note could be obtained, you could send it by the

bearer.

Send the papers on Saturday. Tell me what you think of my bulletin.

Yours truly,
B. F. BUTLER.
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President Butler's manifesto, referred to in the preceding letter, as a part of his
"
budget of ways and means," and issued after Mr. Barker's visit, was as follows :

[Fro7n the Sandy Hill Times, July 2, 1819.]

The following communication on the subject of the Bank in this place, may be
relied upon as coming from an official source.

For the Times.

Washington and Warren Bank.—The excitement in relation to the paper of the

Washington and Warren Bank, beginning to subside, perhaps it may not be ill-

timed to request the attention of the public to a few prominent points, connected
with the operations and character of that institution. The sudden and unexpected
suspension of payment at the Exchange Bank, together with other causes, pro-

duced, very naturally, strong suspicions of the solvency of the Washington and
Warren Bank, which were greatly increased by the malicious prophecies and
slanderous reports of persons who regarded its success with jealousy and hatred.

The consequence was, the rapid and vexatious return of its notes, accompanied
with demands for specie, or for such bank paper as is equivalent thereto. Mr.

Barker, foreseeing this result, and fearing that the bank might not be able to with-

stand the first shock, although confident of ultimate success, very fairly assured

the public, in his address to them, that the Washington and Warren notes would
all be paid within sixty days, without promising that the bank would not be com-

pelled to suspend, for a short period, the payment of its notes. It was found,

however, that a course so unpleasant and distressing was unnecessary, and that the

bank, by resorting to its legal rights, so far as it respects brokers and other banks,
would be able to ride out the gale, and that too without pressing those that owe
the bank. It has continued, and loill continue its redemptions, and is abundantly able

to pay all its debts, to the '^uttermost farthing.''^ The debts due to the bank,
amount to more than double their notes in circulation, and those debts are perfectly
secure—there is perhaps scarcely one that will not ultimately be collected. How
then can any one be a loser by the Bank ?

It is true that the Bank has not extended to speculators and bank agents, that

prompt accommodation which, under flourishing circumstances, would probably
have been afforded ;

and it is also true that it has been engaged, and H^ is now

engaged in the payment of small specie, ^OI to persons of that description ;
but it

must always be remembered, that the Farmers, Mechanics, Travellers, and Trades-

men, who have presented its bills, have been paid in the most prompt and liberal manner.
It must also be borne in mind, that the pressure of the times would of itself be a

sufficient excuse for many things, which, at a more propitious moment, would be

deemed inconsistent with the rules of fair and honorable business ;
and above all,

that the course pursued in this particular instance, is adopted for the express pur-

pose, not of injuring, but of indemnifying the public. THE BANK IS ABLE
TO PAY, and intends to pay its notes, but it supposes that the honest yeomanry, who

compose the " bone and gristle^' of the land, are entitled to every accommodation, in

preference to greedy speculators and arrogant inonied aristocracies. Those too who
have ^'poisoned the chalice,^'' have no reason to complain, if vnth retributive justice, it

is
^^

presented to their lips ;^' nor even if they are compelled to taste a portion of its

contents.

President Butler to Mr. Hoyt.

Sandy Hill, July 3d, 1819—11 A.. M.
Dear Hoyt,—All goes on well. Caleb arrived last night with the reinforce-

ment. Your "extract" was well timed. I wish you would keep the Albany
merchants back. It's rather bad friendship to get our bills together, and post
them up here, say 30 days sooner than they would otherwise come. At the

worst they would go into Brokers' hands, WHICH IS THE BEST PLACE
IN THE WORLD FOR ME. I have received a very begging, coaxing letter

from Mr. Olcott, but as Wiswall's money is not half paid, I don't trouble myself
about it. Yours truly,

B. F. BUTLER.



20 THE BANKER HOLDS UP !
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[Sent per Mr. Hand.]
Sandy Hill, July 7, 1819.

Private and Secret.

To Jesse Hoyt, Esq., Albany.
Dear Hott.—I have paid since the Run commenced $9000

and over. You know how much I had then. I HAVE A GREAT DEAL
MORE NOW, and am in every respect better off. The reinforcement from Jacob
Barker puts me out danger. Have paid very liberally SINCE IT ARRB^ED,
BUT SHALL NOW HOLD UP. The public have been paid over $6000—the
Brokers $3000. OUGHT NOT THE PUBLIC TO WAIT A WHILE? We
have CROWED /mZZ enough for the present, therefore had better write no more for
the papers. I shall add a note to "

Equal Rights," which will gall the Mechanics
and Farmers'' Ba7ik to the quick.

Finished last Saturday night by trying the replevin, at Glen's Falls—got home
1 o'clock, Sunday morning. Jury equally divided, 6 and 6—Sheriff in our favor.
Skinner and me both summed up : suited myself and everybody else. Noticed
anew for Tuesday, 13—clear case

;
shall certainly succeed—want the lease from

Van Rensselaer to Caldwell, as they gave parol evidence of it. Send it up in time.
Paid Saturday, the 3d, 901

on Monday, 379 though the Bank was shut.

Tuesday, -------- 817
Yours truly, B. F. BUTLER.

Sandy Hill, July 10th, 1819,

Jesse Hoyt, Esq.,
Dear Sir,—My present business is chancery. The enclosed bill I

drew in great haste last night and this morning. I want it presented on Monday,
and the motion made and urged on the ground of the great injury to the Bank if

those notes should be put in circulation. Whether Barker's assignment to this

Bank is good or not, ive are entitled to the injunction. Whether the bills are his or

ours, the Farmers' Bank have no right to use them
;
and if they do, we suffer as

well as J. B. [Jacob Barker.] I want the bill copied, and a copy sent to Mr.
Barker/or Mr. Wells^ examination.

If you get the injunction, show it first to the State Bank, and tell they follow
next—then serve it on Farmers' Bank—then show to Lansingburgh, and tell them

they shall have the same, and had better keep the bills. That is, if you think it best

to inform the others before I have made out bills against them.
The M business I have neglected, and never can attend to it. Serve the

petition
—

give the notice—fill up the proper day—make the motion. You and the

Attorney General [Mr. V. Buren,] draw the interrogatories and examine the wit-

nesses. I camiot, and must rely wholly on you.
The Bank is safe, and I mean to keep it so. I WILL RATHER SUFFER

THE PUBLIC TO FRET A LITTLE, than hazard the safety ofTHE INSTI-
TUTION by paying out TOO FAST. I have paid this week $2500— $600 of
which was Walker.

Yours truly,
B. F. BUTLER.

P. S.—If Schuyler's note was payable here, I would take Washington and War-
ren gladly, but by his own act he has made it payable in Albany. Now let him
pay what they will take, except I will take it in ^ Plattsburg and ^ current—
^ Burlington, ^ current. If he has our notes let him present them. If not

paid, write Baird that it must be done forthwith, or he will be SUED^Baird wilt

make him pay it.

To Jesse Hoyt, Esq., Ill State street, Albany.
Sandy Hill, July 14, 1819.

Dear Sir,
Send the enclosed by the boat tomorrow—all goes well. The Chancellor's

decision, in my opinion is disgraceful, partial, unjustifiable
—

(inter nos.) I pay
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from $ 700 to $ 1000 daily—chiefly in specie
—

satisfying all FAIR AND PROP-
ER calls.

I yesterday tried the Replevin over again, and after a prodigious hard conflict

obtained the inquisition. This secures the estate. The lease did not arrive in

time for the trial, as 1 had it at Lake George. Got through summing up at 11

o'clock—Jury out till after 1, A. M.—tough business I can assure you. After

bank hours, rode through sun and dust to Lake George— 12 miles—tried the cause
—up till 2, A. M.—up again at i past 4—home before bank hours.

CLINTON IS RAVING MAD, BESIDE BEING A FOOL. But I have

no time for more. Yours truly,
B. F. BUTLER.

Capt. Coffin's letter contains cash. Let me know whether the Comptroller found

the account of public monies received by the Attorney General [M. V. Buren]

during my agency, correct. I furnished it last mail.

(Sent by Mr. Bacon.)

When it became evident that Mr. Barker would neither purchase the "
good-will"

of the broken Bank of Niagara, at Buffalo, nor sustain the Washington and War-
ren Bank, Mr. Hoyt removed from Albany to New York to practise law, having
taken out licences, as an attorney-at-law, and a solicitor-in-chancery.

Saratoga Springs, Aug. 24th, 1819.

To Jesse Hoyt, Esq., New York,
Dear Sir,

********* Your brother

[Lorenzo Hoyt,] has charge of the Bank during my absence—Mr. Barker left us

this morning for the south. ***** The Bank will go on paying daily^

IN A SLOW WAY, until Mr. B. [Barker] is able to give me some liberal assist-

ance—and in the meantime I shall take it slow and easy for the future, without

laboring as I have done for the two months past, which have been in every respect
the most laborious and perplexing of my life. I felicitate myself, however, with the

reflection, that I have relieved MANY HUNDREDS ofpersons who would have

been almost ruined if we had stopt as Mr. Barker advised me—that I have kept up
PARTIALLY the credit of the paper IO= in the vicinity of the Bank, which in the

event of stopping would have been at 50 or 60 per cent discount—and, that in all

that I have done, I have been actuated by a sincere desire to promote the interests

ofmy employer, and the welfare and preservation of the community.
* * * *

In haste, your friend,
B. F. BUTLER.

CHAPTER V.

Messrs. Butler and Barker^ s management of the Washington and Warren, and the

Exchange Banks, revieived. Their statements of the condition of these institutions,

The truth told too late. Mr. Hoyfs efficient agency. Puffs and puffers.

Mr. Butler's public career—his rapid advancement—the high and honorable

posts he has occupied
—the very lucrative situation he now fills—his standing as

a moralist, and professing christian—these are known—but of his principles, as

developed in the preceding letters, his countrymen have hitherto remained in pro-

found ignorance. He denounces in the Sandy Hill Times, greedy speculators and

arrogant monied aristocracies, and this too from the shop counter of a chartered,

exclusive, banking monopoly, of which he was the richly endowed High Priest;

and which was then evading the payment of its just debts, by counting out six-

pences and other small change, to harrass those who held thousands of dollars of

its paper, for which they had given the full value. He tells the public that " the

Bank is able to pay, and intends to pay its notes,"
—that "

it has continued, and

will continue its redemptions, and is abundantly able to pay all its debts to the

uttermost farthing,"
—and this he solemnly affirms on his honor as a man, and in
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his official capacity as the presiding officer of the corporation. His "
bulletin," as

he calls it, was copied into the N. Y. Evening Post, the Albany papers, and all

over the state. His fervent piety gave weight to his asservations—the people
believed, were deceived, and he admits to Mr. Hoyt, in his letter of Nov. 16, that
his character had suffered severely in consequence.

If he told the truth, that the Bank was perfectly solvent, what are we to think
of his abiding friendship for Jacob Barker, who had allowed its notes to fail to 40
cents, cash ? Mr. Butler remained as President of the bankrupt concern until it

was intimated that his princely income was to be taken away, next year in Feb-
ruary. On the 9th of February, 1820, the notes of the W. and W. Bank were
quoted in the Evening Post, as worth 37^ cents—and on the 4th of March, at only
35 cents per dollar, while Barker's Exchange Bank notes had found their level at
20 cents. Still we find President Butler at his desk in Sandy Hill !

On the 17th of September, 1821, Beers and Bunnell, quote W. and W. notes at
45 to 50 cents

;
and in October the Evening Post has W. and W. at 45 cents, and

Barker's Exchange notes payable in N. Y., at only 12^ cents per dollar. Next
year they were sold at 10 cents for a dollar note. In June, 1824, after the W. and
W. Bank notes—from $ 150,000 to $ 300,000—perhaps twice as much (for there
is no believing any thing that such persons as Barker may assert)

—after its notes
were bought in at 50 to 75 per cent discount, then—but not till then—did this

fraudulent concern, recommence again
" cash payments," which Mr. Barker or

his instruments kept up for some years
—but the Exchange Bank was a dead

failure, of which its owner got rid by taking the benefit of the state insolvent law.
In August, 1819, Mr. Jacob Barker issued a pamphlet, dated at his Exchange

Bank, a bundle of which he sent to Mr. Butler, at Sandy Hill, for general circula-

tion—one of these is now before me. It states,
That he (Mr. Barker,) began his Exchange Bank, in New York, with a sub-

stantial capital of $250,000; that it flourished till May, 1819—that the average
or usual circulation of its notes was over half a million of dollars—that in that
month he ceased to pay out Exchange notes, substituting Washington and Warren,
(which occasioned the run on his President, at Sandy Hill ;)

—that from the 1st of

August, 1818, to the 1st of May, 1819, he had redeemed at -par 8 582,115 of W.
and W. notes,

" while others were purchasing them at a discount,"—that from

April 26th to June 19th, there was not one thousand dollars of the W. and W.
bills returned for redemption—and that he considered the W. and W. Bank," FROM THE KNOWLEDGE HE HAD OF ITS CONCERNS, AS GOOD
AS ANY OTHER, IF NOT THE BEST IN AMERICA."

Mr. Barker further said, in this pamphlet of his—" because I know the paper to be

good, I recommend to every man whose good opinion I wish to preserve, to take the

notes of the Washington and Warren Bank, and also tJie notes of the Exchange
Bank for any property he wishes to sell.'^

Again—" The notes of the W. and W., payable in N. Y., will, from this date be punc-
tually redeemed at this (Exchange) Bank

;
and the others will continue to be

redeemed at the Bank at Sandy Hill."
"

I confidently calculate that no man will approach the polls at the next spring
election, with a bill [of the Exchange Bank] in his pocket, which he cannot then
convert into money, at par, if he chooses to do so."

Time showed that all this was a deception of the most unprincipled, reprehen-
sible character, but it did not diminish the close intimacy then subsisting between
Jesse Hoyt, Jacob Barker, and Martin Van Buren !

After stating to his friend Hoyt, (23d of June,) that he had paid in cash two
sums amounting to S 166, Mr. Butler threatens that if any more such calls should

appear, he would place them in their turn among the bank creditors he was then

tantalizing with sixpences and other " small change."
When Mr. Olcott complains of Banks which speculate m their own depreciated

paper, and place their funds far from "the only spot where they pretend to

redeem" their bills, (which was the case with the W. and W.) the jneek sabbath

keeping Mr. Butler, threatens to write for the papers, what would gall his

(Olcott's)
" bank to the quick." And when he (Butler) apprehended that his notes

would be demanded when due, by banks holding quantities, he sent Jesse Hoyt to
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terrify them by threatening some, and trying others with vexatious proceedings in

Chancery.
The location of Sandy Hill, far in the rear of Albany, out of the way of all

business, and to be approached only through bad roads, and at expense, was M'ell

chosen as a means to evade payments
—and the selection of a young, keen, needy

attorney, the partner of Mr. Van Buren, who could play off Chancery and other

sorts of law, in lieu of specie, when trouble came; who could drink wine with
" the Young Patroon" for three hours, behind the bank counter, persuade him to

take back the base notes of a base bank instead of specie, and give Hoyt the hint

to "
fall in with him," and get his "

opinion" to be used as " a legal tender" to

gull "the Dutch,"—are proofs of Barker's cunning. A Bank President who
would pray of a Sunday, the loudest and the longest

—and on the Monday chuckle

over the credulity of his country neighbors, who while they received as dollars

his worthless promises, believed he had tons of specie on the way to redeem them.

If such a man shall be continued in the very responsible office of U. S District

Attorney, at N. Y., with $20,000 of yearly income, by Mr. Polk, or confirmed by
the Senate, should his name be sent to them, I have mistaken very much the feelings
and temper of this great republic.

In his " secret" note to Mr. Hoyt, July 7, he tells him that there was plenty of

means to pay, but he would now "hold up." "Ought not the public to wait

a while!" Let " the public Iret a little." He was, (July 14),
"

satisfying all fair

and proper calls,"
—and (August 24), Lorenzo Hoyt (his assistant) was "

paying
in a slow way." This, too, not two months from the date of his assurance,

through the press, that the bank had abundant means and would pay to the
" uttermost farthing !" If David Henshaw failed in the Senate, what hope is there

for B. F. Butler] He speaks of humanity and forbearance, and in the same breath

(his 10th of July postscript) ,
bids Hoyt threaten poor Schuyler with the terrors of

the law, if he would not redeem his note in better currency than that which he
and Barker had declared to be E? " the best in America."

Cases are on record, in which Bankers, with empty vaults, have handed parcels
of their bills to pretended creditors, who appearing to come from a distance, and

receiving, as it seemed, large sums in payment, have produced effects similar to

that recorded of " the Young Patroon." I do not say that Wiswall was of that

class, but it is evident, by Mr. Butler's own showing, that all his redemptions,
both with cash and the bills of other banks, in May, June, and July, amounted to

a smaller sum than a real bank pays in an hour or two in the ordinary transaction

of its business.

Among those who censured the universal stoppage of Bank payments, and the

relief law of 1837, it is presumed that we will not find on record the name of

Benjamin Franklin Butler.

Mr. Hoyt got his friend Butler's letters published as puffs at Albany.
" Your

extract was well timed," says Butler, (July 3d). Here is the extract.

From the Albany Daily Advertiser.

Washington and Warren Bank.

Wednesday, 30th June, 1819.

Messrs. Websters & Skinners,—The following is an extract from a letter, dated
"
Sandy Hill, June 29, 1819." If you think its publication will be of any service

to community, you will please to give it a place in your paper.

Sandy Hill, June 29, 1819.
" The run upon the bank still continues, but the alarm in this part of the country

is wholly subsided. The appearance of Mr. Barker in good health aiid spirits among
us, satisfied the people thai the Washington and Warren Bank tcould sustain no loss

by his temporary suspension. All are delighted with the accommodating disposition of
Mr. Butler, the President. When there were more calls than he could satisfy with

his own hands, he called in his neighbors to assist him in paying. And when there

were more than all could attend to, he requested those persons that came with the

bills, to lay them down and take as many dollars in specie as they left in bills, and

retire to give room for others. Many came and saw the counter loaded down with
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gold and silver, and went away satisfied that all was well, and that Sandy Hill was
not without its

'

grains of gold.'' You may tell your Albany banks that they had
better be a little more sparing of their denunciations, for their own vaults may
have to atone for the sins of their keepers. Sell all the goods you can for these

notes. But you had better not send up until the alarm has proved groundless, as

you may be trod on in the crowd. When you do send, however, you will always
have the preference over brokers in being waited upon, for we do not much admire
those leeches upon the"*' body politic' in this part of the country."

Another puff is given in the New York Evening Post, as an extract of a letter

from Jacob Barker, dated 28th June. " I left Sandy Hill yesterday. The bank
has not stopped payment—it will not stop payment; which please promulgate," &c.

CHAPTER VI.

De Witt Clinton blamed in life, but praised afterwards. Party spirit degenerating
into faction. Hints for the Convention of 1846.

*

" Clinton is raving mad, beside being a fool," says Mr. Butler, in one of his

private letters to Mr. Hoyt. "I think the situation of the Governor is daily

becoming more desperate," says he again. Expressions like these are not unfre-

quent in his correspondence, but it would appear, on reference to his remarks and
the resolutions which he moved in the House of Assembly, at the time of Mr.
Clinton's death, that he had about that time changed his opinion. He there spoke
of " the illustrious dead," whose name was more likely to be perpetuated in

history than that of any other son of New York since its first settlement—said

there never had been aught personal in his (Mr. B.'s) opposition, save respect for

the character and admiration of the talents of a man " whose ambition it was to be

distinguished as the friend of learning and morals, and as the advocate and patron
of every measure, calculated to promote the welfare, or increase the glory of the

State."

" Let the statesmen of the present day, those who are now engaged in the career

of ambition, learn wisdom from his example. The grave of Clinton will soon cover

the recollections of his political honors, and in it will be buried the triumphs and
reverses of the hour. But his fame as the patron of schools and seminaries of learn-

ing, as the friend of morals and benevolence, and as the ardent champion of every

great public improvement, will flourish while time shall last. Need I remind you of

his eftbrts to call out and to foster the latent genius of our people ? Need I speak of
his labors in aid of that great work which has conferred so much glory on his native

State, and so largely contributed to the happiness of its inhabitants ? By connecting
his fortunes with the success of that stupendous project, and by devoting to it the best

energies of his mind, what an unfading wreath did he secure ! So long as the waters

of the great lakes shall flow, through this new channel to the Atlantic, so long shall

history record his name !

I have quoted Mr. B.'s remarks from the New York Statesman of February 15,
1828. Mr. Van Buren's, in a meeting of members of Congress from New York

State, held in the Capitol at Washington, February 19, are taken from General

Green's Telegraph :

" The high order of his talents, the untiring zeal and great success with which
those talents have, through a series of years, been devoted to the prosecution of

plans of great public utility, are also known to you"
* * * * " the greatest

improvement of the age in which we live was commenced under the guidance of

his councils, and splendidly accomplished under his immediate auspices"
* * * *

" the triumph of his talents and patriotism, cannot fail to become monuments of

high and enduring fame." Mr. V. B. then moved a resolution declaring Mr.
Clinton the "

proudest ornament" of New York State, and " a distinguished public
benefactor."
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Why it was that Mr. Butler and his friends gave to the measures of Governor
Chnton an almost indiscriminating opposition

—why Silas Wright, Azariah C.

Flagg, and the party enlisted under Mr. Van Buren, taking advantage of an acci-

dental majority in the legislature, removed him from his seat at the canal board,
where he had sat without salary, neither Mr. Van Buren's nor Mr. Butler's

eulogies will explain
—hut the following extracts from a letter from the Clerk of

the House of Assembly, may aid those who are in the habit of guessing :

Edward Livingston, Albany, to Jesse Hoyt, New York.

[Post mark, Albany, Dec. 5,] 1823.—" Esleeck put the stories in circulation in

New York that I was under Van Buren's influence, made a speech, &c., but you
know without my telling you, that he is an egregious liar. * * * * j have

seen the Governor [Yates] since I last wrote. He is decidedly in favor of Caucus

nominations, and confoundedly 'puzzled about giving the choice of Electors to the

People
—but he says that the Republican party ought not to be afraid to go to the

People.
He will recommend the measure, in my opinion. This I wrote you before—

but, if possible, I am now surer of it than I was before.

The Republican members of the House, it is thought,
ivill hold a Caucus upon this

question; and, after coming to a conclusion, all go one way or the other. IF
CLINTON IS VERY DANGEROUS THEY WILL GO ONE WAY, AND
IF IT IS THOUGHT HE CANNOT MAKE ANY DIFFICULTY THEY
WILL GO T'OTHER WAY."
Was Cardinal De Retz very far wrong when he said, that "

nothing but a con-

tinuance of good fortune is able to fix most men's friendship 1
"

Extract from a letter—Lorenzo Hoyt to his brother Jesse—dated at Albany,
December 24th, 1823.—" A meeting has been called, and is now, this moment, in

full operation, in relation to the Presidential Electors. It was started by two
notorious political renegadoes, to wit, W. Esleeck and Jacob Lansing

—men who,

despairing of becoming great by any other means than through the medium of such

meetings, and who have become misanthropes because the world and its people
will not acknowledge their superiority and greatness. To name a few of those

who composed the meeting will supercede the necessity of any further comment as

to its political cast—P. T. Parker, E. Baldwin, William James, J. Alexander, the

Townsends, P. Gansevoort, the Cassidys, G. Hawley, Spencer, Stafford, &c. I

trust that Republicans and the People in general will know from whom this

popular measure, of giving the choice of Electors to the People, emanates. Tlie

measure itself I must say, as I always have said, is a Republican one—but the source

from which it springs will render it unpopular with DZr" Republicans."

CHAPTER VH.

Mr. Butler feels public censure—is considered as bad as Barker. He exhorts Mr.

Hoyt to keep the Sabbath—succeeds Judge Skinne)—is ambitious, quotes CcBsar,

becomes an active politician
—a bucktail.^ Mr. Barker stops his salary, and takes the

benefit of the Insolvent Laws. Judge Van Ness^s ermine sullied by bank contact.

Sandy Hill, Nov. 16, 1819.

Jesse Hoyt, Esq., New York.
My Dear Sir,— **#**#Iam certain that no

poor wight ever labored more sincerely for the public good, or received more of

public censure and abuse. For the last seven or eight weeks, however, we have
had comparatively quiet times, and I have had some leisure for law reading and
law labor.

You are right in supposing that the late catastrophe (for I consider it the end pf
4



26 BANKING RELIGION—LAW—POLITICS.

that drama) in the Exchange Bank, is a common misfortune. To me especially it

is a great one. / had cheerfully suffered the depreciation of OUR PAPER, that Mr.
B. [Barker] might in the meantime hend all his efforts to the Exchange Bank, and
in the resumption of payment there, hoped for the most auspicious results. The
matter is past mending, and no doubt it is all for the best. We continue faying
daily in a sniall ivay, more to relieve the sufferings of community than for any other

purpose. The credit of the paper is very low in this country
—

hardly any one takes

it at par
—and were it not for the small payments of which I spoke, no one of my

neighbors w^ould have any confidence in the ultimate solvency of the institution.

Some few, inferring from what has been done and what is now doing, that the

intention is TO PRESERVE THE BANK, are rather disposed to think favorably
of the concern. *****
By the bye, my character is so depreciated at Albany (according to report) that

but few of my old acquaintances would acknowledge or receive me. Some of

them, I hear, have the kindness and condescension to compassionate and pity me,
while others consider me full as bad as Jqcob Barker, which in these days is con-

sidered a pretty severe specimen of invective and reproach. So be it.

They cannot rob me of free nature's grace,

They cannot shut the windows of the sky,
They cannot bar my constant feet to trace

The woods and lawns, by living stream at eve.
Of fancy, reason, virtue, nought can me bereave.

I am sorry to observe that you are obliged to turn casuist in order to reconcile

your Sunday labors to your own sense of duty.
***** js[o true conso-

lation can ever be derived from any thing that requires the neglect of a religious

duty. The ways of wisdom, and of wisdom only,
" are ways of pleasantness"

—
her paths, and hers only,

" are paths of peace." Mrs. Butler joins in affectionate

remembrance. Truly yours,
B. F. B.

Sandy Hill, Dec. 17, 1819.

Jesse Hoyt, Esq., Albany.
My Dear Sir,—We have been much troubled by visitors at the

Bank for the 10 days past. The Court of Common Pleas, which sat in the village
a part of two weeks, has just adjourned. You can hardly conceive how much I

w^as vexed and molested. Every man who owned a dollar of our paper made a

point of bringing it along. I made my debut as an attorney
—was employed in two

causes which I tried and argued, and had very good success. There is but little

law business doing in this county. Such complaints you never heard from law-

yers, of the dullness of the times and the scarcity of money.
Most truly yours, B. F. BUTLER.

[Mailed, Hudson, Feb. 9.]

Hudson, Feb. 7th, 1820.

Jesse Hoyt, Esq., Attorney at Law, New York.
Dear Friend,—The release for Mr. Youle is enclosed.

We have no Commissioner at our village, {the men fitfor it being chiefly Buckfails,)
and I therefore brought it with me. ******** You are THE
ONLY PERSON to whom I ever ivrite except on business topics, and perhaps I

should write less frequently than I now do were it not for the occasional necessity
of the correspondence. Not that I dislike the employment, or have forgotten the

friend—neither is the case.

I have a tolerable prospect of getting a livelihood by my profession at Sandy
Hill, the appointment of Mr. Skinner and his consequent desertion of the bar, hav-

ing left room for some other person. I have taken his office, but whether I shall

fill his place remains to be seen. I have been urged to hold myself in reserve until

spring and then remove to New York with an old friend of ours,* (M. V. B.), but I

* Martin Van Buren.
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prefer remaining where I am. " A rolling stone gathers no moss," and though T

certainly would not have gone from Albany had I known what would have fol-

lowed, I have too much pride to keep always on the move—and upon the whole
do not regret the removal. Besides, I doubt whether it would be advisable to lo-

cate myself in New York, even with the aid of wealth and talents. The saying of
Caesars, thai he icould rather be the first in a small village than the second at Rome,
IS a fair expression of the sentiments of most ?nen. At New York I could never hope
to be even the SECOND—where I am [Sandy Hill] perhaps it may not be too pre-

sumptuous to aspire to higher honors. I believe Mr. Van Buren does not wish to

have it known that he removes to New York in the Spring, therefore, if you have
not already heard of it, you will please consider what I say as inter nos. I am
fearful that Mr. Barker's misfortunes will prevent you from realizing all the pros-

pects you indulged in when I last saw you.
Since my resolution to get all the law business I could, and to present myself

before the public in that capacity, I have thrown off the restraints I had before

preserved with regard to an interference in County affairs, and have engaged with

some warmth, but pure intentions {as I hope,) in the political warfare.

Education, habit, inclination and principle all conspire to make me A BUCK-
TAIL. I have 710 sinister views to gratify

—no resentments to satiate—no other

object but the well being of the State—therefore my endeavors shall be to confine my-
self within the golden rule, of "

doing to others what I would have them do to

me."
I have received a letter from Mr. Barker, stating that the bank was unable to

pay me the salary I have hitherto received any longer, which is lohat I have been

compelled to look for for some time vast, and which will render my prospects rather

gloomy. B. F. BUTLER.

CHAPTER VHL

Mr. Butler on Judge W. W. Van Ness. Van Ness and the Bank. Butler, Barker,
and the conspiracy trials of 1826-7. The Life and Fire Company. Stockjobbing.
Barker's Conviction and Letters. Mr. Van Buren and the Washington and
Warren Bank Charter.

Mr. Butler to Mr. Hoyt.

Albany, March 17, 1820.

My dear friend,
***** It is but seldom that I hear from our friend

Mr. Barker, for the very substantial reason, as I suppose, that he has nothing to

communicate. Do you think he will be discharged in April? And can you form

any sort of estimation as to the ultunate result of his affairs(******
I do not yet precisely know what are Mr. Van Buren's expectations, nor do I be-

lieve he does himself. Mr. Edmonds, who is now with him, has had some con-

versation with him on the subject of business at New York, but I have no appre-
hensions that he ivouldform a connection with so young a practitioner.

* * * #

# # # # fpjjg *Committee of Inquiry intended to report next week, but as

*Mr. Butler here alludes to a corr]mittee of the Assembly, appointed to inquire into the conduct of

Judge W. W. Van Ness, accused of taking bribes. In January. 1820, the N. Y. American made a specific

charge against the Judge, a member of the Assembly of N. Y., and an Attorney of Columbia Co.. that

they had shared S20.000 of a bribe from the bank of America for assisting in the passage of its special char-

ter, in 1813. General Root moved for a Committee on the 28th, to inqui're whether it was true that Judge
V, N. had accepted $5000 for his services to the bank in the Council of Revision, and remarked,

" that if

all the circumstances of bribery and corruption that marked the progress of that cliarter were to be devel-

oped and unraveled, it would take the committee a long time to perform their duty." A committee of nine

•was appointed. The Judge, instead of coming manfully forward, like an innocent man, asked to be al-

lowed the aid of four distinguished lawyers, he himself also pleading his own cause. Six of the committee
were also lawyers, and their chairman was the partner of the Judge's senior counsel. Quirks and quibtjles
there were in abundance, but, say Messrs. Charles King, J. A. Hamilton, and Johnston Verplanck, in The
American, of April 13th—" under all these restrictions our case was fully made out." It was shown that,

1. The Board of Directors of the bank of America refused to permit so much of their book of minutes to

be seen by the Committee as contained the entry for the payment to Elisha Williams, of 820,000, with the

Uses it was to be put to, and the motives for the payment, though that entry would probably have settled

the question.
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Judge Van Ness has not yet returned, I do not believe they will be ready. That
concern looks very dark for his Honor. If he is innocent he has been very unwise
in the course he has adopted. If he shall be convicted, ultimately, what a degrad-

ing circumstance it will be for the judicial character of our State ! It was once

our pride and ornament—but how are the confidence and respect of the public to

be preserv^ed when its members are suspected, much less when they are arraigned
for "

high crimes and misdemeanors ?
"—In truth your very sincere friend,

B. F. BUTLER.

The reader may have perhaps had an impression that, in 1819, Mr. Butler was in

some degree, the dupe of his cunning relative, Jacob Barker. Such was in no re-

spect the case. Between these financiers and their friend Mr. M. Van Buren the

very best understanding continued to prevail, and prevails to this very hour. ]\Ir.

Butler acted as Mr. Barker's agent long after he left Sandy Hill—did business for

the W. & W. bank, when, after "
getting in its notes," it opened shop again

—
was Mr. Barker's advocate when, in 1826-7 lie was thrice tried, never acquitted
but again and again declared to be guilty of enormous frauds, by upright and in-

telligent juries, in the New York Circuit Court—and pleaded hard with the jury
not to convict, aiding also other " financiers" then there placed in some trouble,

to appease a pillaged and insulted community, and escape the penitentiary and

pillory, a doom which some of them very richly merited.*

2. The receipt which Mr. Burrall took from Williams for tliat sum, which he handed to his successor and
asked him to bring it to Albany, the latter refused, saying it would not be necessary, and when at Albany
denied all recollection of it.

3. Messrs. John Duer and Rudolph Banner swear positively that Judge Van Ness twice confessed to each
of them, separately, that he was entitled to one third of the .S20.0(X) received by Williams—that he feared

that Williams meant to defraud him, and only give him S5000—that the money was a gratuity to him (the

Judge) from the bank of America—and that Williams claimed a part of the cash for Grosvenor, of Columbia

Co., on the express grounds that he had been as useful in getting the bill through the Legislature as either

of them. This was the bank which Governor Tompkins prorogued the Legislauire rather than agree to its

incorporation in 1812.

4. It was shown that Judge V. N. had given contradictory accounts of the way he becEime entitled to this
"
gratuity."

—that Mr. Williams had done the same—and that a story about an agreement of the bank of

America to lend the (country) bank of Columbia -SISO.OCX) in cash, for 15 years, at 3 per cent interest, on
the security of the corporation, to benefit the former bank, for cancelling which Mr. Williams asserted that

the 820,000 was obtained, was quite absurd. ]\Ir. W^olcolt, who alone conducted the negotiation with Mr.

Williams, swore he never heard of it—and that no additionjd security was asked or given
—that a loan was

agreed on, but at 6 per cent instead of 3—to prove which he produced the original proposal of even date

with the bond. The Judge got the $5000, it is true, but General Root's inquiry atfected his health— he died

some years after.

Whiat a dangerous thing, in a country where every one depends on the law as a protector, is it to have

judges ready to hold out the hand for
" a gratuity," while with the tongue and pen they sit as the paid min-

isters of the law, perverting justice ! With Mr. Van Ness, bank gratuities were not new. When, in

March, 1S05, a faithful committee of the Assembly of that day asked leave to report the evidence of whole-

sale bribery in the matter of the Merchants' Bank charter, leave was refused, and six members implicated in

the charge added, to delay or crush investigation ;
of these Mr. Van Ness was the first named, and he ap-

pears in unenviable preeminence on the memorials of legislative frailty in those early times of bank fraud.

The press had exposed the legislature
—Mr. Van Ness voted for a motion to prosecute the editor of the Cit-

izen for libel, which was eigreed to, and ag'ainst another to permit him on the trial to give the truth in evi-

dence, and it was rejected.

Judge Van Ness and Elisha Williams were old colleagues, gentlemen of talent, perhaps, but seemingly

regardless of the institutions and morals of their country. I think it was Governor Lewis who selected thia

corrupt legislator as a Supreme Court judge, in 1809.

* The extraordinary failures, indictments, and trials of 1826-7, and ihe parts played in them by Messrs.

Butler and Barker ought to receive a brief notice here.

It is the interest of'the land owner and steady-going business-man and capitalist, to have the currency,
the money in circulation, by which houses, lands, manufactures, labor (fee. are measured, of one real

substantial, uniform value. When gamblers in the legislature are aUowed to tamper with the money cur-

rent in the country, they pursue their private interests at the expense of the state, which they speedily
throw into confusion, create innumerable profitable jobs at every turn of the dice, change their ideal paper
shekels into the more solid substance of land, and laugh at the folly of its ancient possessors, in allowing
them to do all this. Mr. Barker, having, as he says, nothing more to lose, entered Wall street as a

dealer in stocks and funds, scrip and hoc'us pocus ; and in September 1826 was indicted by a New York

grand jury, along with IMessrs. Blark Spencer (who had figured in 1823, in the Chemical Bank affairs,) G.

W. Brown, and others, for conspiring together to swindle or defraud the Morris Canal, Tradesmen's, and

Fulton Banks, and the Life and Fire Co., all of that city. After a trial of twenty-five days the jury dis-

agreed, a lottery-office broker, having, as it is stated, stood out for Barker. They were tried again in the

Circuit Court, before Judge Edwards, in November, and found guilty. Barker applied to the Supreme
Court, ffot a new trial, and was on the 12lh of July, 1827, a second time found guilty. Mr. Maxwell,
Districf Attorney, did his duty nobly, in behalf of the country—but what will not money, parly influence,

and a host of influential and learned counsel effect for a partisan stock-jobber, when caught as Barker was ?

The indictments, trials, verdicts, and the expense, vast as that must have been, ended in a heavier tax on

honest citizens, and Jacob escaped the State Prison, through the aid of such a judiciary as Van Buren,

Hoyt, Blair, Butler, and O'Sullivan describe. I hope the Convention, in I&16, will purify it a little.

It was stated on Barker's trials that he had lent the Life and Fire Co. 3130,000 to prevent it from stop-
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On the 7th of May, 1821, the Sandy Hill Times announced, that the banking
business would soon be resumed in that village, and that Mr. George R. Barker, the

successor of B. F. Butler, as cashier, had arrived, and vi^as preparing for the re-

sumption of payments in " the precious metal." No such resumption, hovi'ever,

took place for years
—this announcement was, itself, a new speculation at the

expense of the farmer.

In 1823, this G. R. Barker was in Nantucket, making interest to be a New
York auctioneer. In 1824, its notes being bargained for at a few cents per dollar,

the bank began to pay again for a lime.

ping paymeiii—artd this at a time when that corporation was making dividends out of pretended profits,
which induced the public to place confidence where none was due. How could he, an insolvent debtor,
with two broken banks tied to his skirts, lend any one $130,000 ? If he had that sum why did he not pay
his debts? Barker's brother-in-law became bankrupt in Liverpool, Jan. 1816, but he says he lost but

very little by him—that his (Barker's) original capital was $250,000, and that his bank note circulation

was for a long time over half a million of dollars ! What lo.sses did he sustain to outweigh the vast capi-
tal and enormous gains here displayed before us ? Messrs. Butler and Barker joined, in August, 1819, in

the most solemn and apparently sincere declarations, that the wealth to pay all debts was sure and abun-

dant. Then comes poverty—then .li,-13U,000 [in Butler's speech he says $2.30,016] are lent to prop a dis-

honest corporation
—

fraud, say the juries, followed next, and there the curtain drops Not only did

Barker hire the most eminent lawyers of the age to defend him, but was also indulged by the judge with
the privilege, denied to poorer men, of speaking for himself as ifhe had been undefended by others—but all

would not do.

During his second trial, Mr. Maxwell asked his friend and witness, Joseph D. Beers—"
Is Mr. Barker a

man of large property or an insolvent?" The reply was—"As relates to his Exchange notes I believe

he does not pay them—but he fulfills all his other engagements. He deals to a very great amount—makes
large contracts—and always seems to have the means and disposition to fulfill them."

In August, 1824, the Life and Fire Co. had .$440,000 on hand—being all its capital, and $60,000 of profits.
From that day to its hopeless insolvency in July, 1826, not a line was written either in Statement Book,
Journal, or Ledger—they were all kept eighteen months, designedly, blank, with officers 'getting $2,250
each to fill them up ! The Company had a president with $2,250 salary, a secretary at $2,250 more, also hig

assistant, and two clerks. Mr. Barker was at the office almost every day for six months before the failure,
and during these six months the directors were never once assembled ? When the concern was ready to

fail, Vermilyea, a director, and one or two of the clerks opened the iron chest and handed to Barker securi-

ties for debts due the company to the amount of $600,000, and made no entry on the books that they had
"

done so ! This assignment would have enabled Mr. Barker to pay himself in full for the money he had

lent, when he bought the bonds at a great discount, and also to have bargained for other worthless obliga-
tions of the bankrupt concern, to use as a set-off against the securities in his hands, while other creditors

would.have gone penniless. If, by an understanding with the officers, he knew that $617,000 value in securi-

ties would be delivered to him at the failure, July 18, that knowledge would have enabled him to prepare for

making the most of the preference, which the officers made of him to receive the spoil. Was there no
consideration in the case ? Believe that who can.

They also appointed him (an insolvent debtor !) their attorney and agent to wind up the concern. Is not

this very like Beers's N. A. Trust Co. and its eight or ten trusts ?

The company had not been two years in business, with a capital of $400,000, when it failed for a mil-

lion of dollars, ruining many, and evidently so intending. Lives were insured
; ditto, houses from danger

by fire
; ditto, risks by sea voyages; trusts were received, annuity business done, and the whole was a.

mere jack-o-lantern or will-o-the-wisp to deceive the unwary by
" act of parliament." Books in confusion,

directors cashiered, officers fraudulently dividing profits when both stock and profits had vanished, enormousf

debts contracted, llie public plundered, honest Jacob Barker the only gainer
—

he, who knowing that a lend-

ing institution was always borrowing at a sacrifice, declared it to be lo his k/wickdge solvent and good!
In May, 1826, $250,000 in Life and Fire bonds were very disreputably exchanged for 2500 shares of Morris

Canal stock, this again was exchanged for 2000 shares of Fulton Bank stock, which went into the hands of

the Mercantile Company that same day, was at once transferred to Catlin, Worth, &,c.; the avails finally

got within the grip of honest Jacob Barker—and $7000 of commissions were paid to Spencer and Brown,
two of the Fulton directors, as an inducement for them to agree to the exchange. .$260,000 value of

Tradesmen's Bank stock were transferred to Aid. Rathbone for Life and Fire bonds, of which Barker had
800 shares. Why had he them ? Why did he return them ?

Mr. Leavitt, now the Receiver of the N. A. Trust Co., was a strong witness against Barker—he asked

him very insulting questions, and when rebuked, said he had done so to impeach him, and that he had im-

peached himself For thus calling Mr. Leavitt perjured he was fined $100—he next libelled two of the-

jurors, was tried for so doing, found guilty and fined. He showed, that of 10,000 shares in the Fulton Bank,
the Commissioners had give'n 5000 to one man—Alderman Rathbone—who, although he had not paid one

cent on his shares, controlled the elections, which control and stock he sold lo Spencer and Brown, who
were convicted with himself, for a bonus of $75,000—being his share at least of the profits of "

special

privileges."
I have been thus particular in adverting to Mr. Barker's career after the failure of a bank of his, which,

to his knowledge, as he said, was "
as good as any other, if not the very best, in America," in order

that his conduct and Mr. BuUer's language on his (Barker's) last trial (June and July, 1827) may be com-

pared. Mr. Barker published (Gould, printer) in 1827, the trial in one volume, with his friend Butler^s

speech, to which I shall now refer. Butler grumbles because the spectators,
"
governed by the same spirit

that inflames the ferocious savage, when he utters the yell of triumph in the ears of a foe, prostrate at his

feet, or bound to tlie blazing tree, had dared once and again, in a manner the most reprehensible, to interrupt

the solemnities of this triad, and to exult in the anticipated martyrdom of my devoted client"—and the

newspapers speaking of one of the verdicts of guilty, add that it was received with acclamations tliat shook

the hall—it was public indignation against the evildoers, and could not be controlled.

Mr. Butler next lugs in religion, and says
"
you will join with me in supplicating the Father of Lights,"

&c. "
If you wished to make yourselves acquainted with the properties of an insect you would use a

microscope ;
but when you desire to investigate the elements and relations of a planet, you will select a

larger instrument. Give to ]\Ir. Barker the benefit of this obvious principle. *****! can

defend him with a clear conscience. * * * * * He has ever been found faithful lo his trust." p.

238 to 264.
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In a letter, from New York, March 12, 1823, Mr. Jacob Barker writes to Mr.
Jesse Hoyt,

" I have no news to tell you—am poor, out of business, with bad

prospects, yet cannot but smile at the freaks of fortune—money very scarce, stocks

falimg. . . . What think you of the application for /At; T/'a</esmen'5 5fl«A: .? I

feel an iaterest in its favor on account of Mr. Worth-^yet I cannot believe it will

pass. ... If she [Ross's ship] goes the rounds well, she w-ill probably make
him a great voyage while I a poor deval am not making any thing."

Deval, terific, disolved, vissit, proclame, co-opperate, will show Mr. Barker's way
of spelling certain words in his autograph letters.

To B. F. Butler, Esq., Albany.

Bank of Washington and Warren, Dec. 29, 1826.

Dear Sir—-This will be handed you by J. F. Shirrill, who goes to Albany for

the purpose of procuring some specie. I want $3000, and send you that amount
in bills. Mr. Barker says he has written Mr. Olcott on the subject. I should not

trouble you, but want the business done correctly, and fear to trust it alone with

Mr. Shirrill. I send a draft for $3000 ; which, if Mr. 0. prefers, you will please
hand him—but I should prefer his taking the notes. If you have to give him the

draft you will please deposit the notes in the M. and F. Bank, to our credit, which
will make a specie deposit of that amount in Albany.

Yours with esteem, 'G. R. BARKER, Cashier.

How could Mr. Jacob Barker, if he was poor, lend, in 1825-6, immense sums of

money to banks and insurance companies, and be honestly possessed of stocks valued

at a million of money? If poor, in 1822, how was he able to organize an associa-

tion to control the North River Bank? If he had means then, why did he not

redeem at par the bills of the Washington and Warren Bank, which had, by the

dishonest proceedings I have mentioned, been forced upon the public ? Or, if his

credit was mending, why did he allow four years and a half to elapse between the

failure and reopening of the concern 1 Was not the Exchange Bank, which he
did not pretend to reinvigorate, enough, or must the public bleed yet farther ? Able

personal, political, and financial friends—^a long purse
—rottenness somewhere (not

among the New Yorkers, nor in the jury box, certainly)
—^saved him from well

merited punishment—and in 1828 he set up for Senator for the first district, puffed
himself in Noah's Advocate, and finding that New York had no desire to benefit

by his senatorial talents, prudently resigned in favor of his friend IC? the inventor

of the Tammany Hall Bank, Mr. Stephen Allen.

Mr. Fitz Greene Halleck to Mr. L. Hoyt, at Albany.

New York, May 1, 1829.

Dear Sir—^I send by the steamboat Victory, which leaves here this afternoon

at 5 o'clock, a box containing hank notes addressed to George R. Barker, Sandy
Hill, which we shall be much obliged by your forwarding to him by the very first

opportunity. I wish you to keep a memorandum of all the expenses you are at,

and the various transactions you attend to, and make suitable charge therefor. It

is all for account of corporations
" w*hich have no souls," whose stockholders can-

not expect confidential services of this kind to be performed without paying.
Your assured friend,

F. G. HALLECK, for Jacob Barker.
'

Jacob Barker, New York, to Lorenzo Hoyt, Albany.

New York, 1st May, 1830.

Dear Sir—You have herewith recommendation of sundry persons interested in

the Bank of W'ashington and Warren.* If Mr. Sherman should be selected, he

* How far Mr. Jacob Barker was interested in the original application for a charter to the Washin?ton and
Warren Bank— if at all— is not generally known. The bill, as it passed the Assembly, appointed Halsey
Rosers, a creature of Mr. Van Buren's. and others, to

"
open the books !" and distribute the stock, (then

Worth 20 to 25 per cent premium,) amon? the faithful. Halsey was a true type of the Van Buren judiciary,

Jirtt judge (.' .' .'; of Warren County, and, no doubt correctly described on the Senate journal of 1824, as a
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will give Alderman Gideon Lee and John R. Hedley, Esqs., as security
—

they are

highly respectable and responsible men. Alderman Lee is very rich. The names
of some stockholders have been mentioned, but as a question of liability will arise

from the peculiar phraseology of the act of incorporation, I think it would be very
unwise to appoint any party interested, tlierefore I hope that Mr. Lathrop or Mr.
Sherman will be appointed, or both of them.

Yours sincerely, JACOB BARKER.

CHAPTER IX.

Mr. Butler abandons Sandy Hill. Lorenzo Hoyfs morals. Poverty of the brothers

Hoyt. Albany. Office onlyfor Bucktails. War to be avoided. The Convention

of 1846.

I think it is De Retz who tells us that " those that are guilty of ingratitude
seldom perceive it, because the same inclination that leads them to it, leads them
first to lessen in their thoughts, the obligations ihey have received from their bene-
factors."

vile character,
"
guilty" of letting himself dishonestly out "

for such rewards as may be extorted from the
fears and hopes of applicants to the Legislature," and from " the timid and desperate." So saith Sudani's
Report, and no doubt truly.
The Regency Senate threw out the bill, March 24th, 1817, Cantine and his brother-in-law Buren both

declaiming and voting against it. Yeas I-t—nays 13.

Four days after, Senator Hart moved to restore the bill—this required two-thirds of the Senate, which had
then 27 members. If Mr. Van Buren was opposed to banks, why did he vote for this bill, when his mere
absence would have prevented it from being again placed on the order of the day % And having done so,
why did he deny it in 183G, and declare, in his Sherrod Williams letter, that he had never voted but for the
old Buffalo Banii 1 Are not 18 two-thirds of 27—and was not he one of the 18 ? Was not his relative,
Cantine of the Argus, another? What sort of arguments had the applicants for this bank used in the
course of the four days with a couple of money-loving lawyers, who had "

special privileges" to bestow or

withhold, which induced them to talk and vote on both sides—for and against
—bank and anti-bank?

Guess, reader—guess.
'• Of all inventions which have been put in operation, in this country, to promote the inordinate accumu-

lation of wealth, the most exceptionable are incorporated companies ;
and the worst of aU incorporated

companies are BANKS."—Life of Van Buren, bij Holland, assisted by Butler, p. 301.
" Their notes are called money, and are made to perform its functions

; and the prerogative of the Federal
Government has thus, in fact, been usurped by those corporate bodies."— lb. p. 303.

"
It is well known that those fathers of democracy, George Clinton and Daniel D. Tompkins, were opposed

to banking incorporations of almost every kind. Mr. Van Buren coincided with them in this sentiment, and
it was, doubtless, the general sentiment of the democracy of the State."—Ih. p. 85.

Demosthenes caught a cold—a very Ijad cold—after accepting the golden bribe of his country's enemies.
He could no longer speak in public

—he was so very hoarse. Messrs. Bishop and Kemble might, like the
Athenian orator, fall from a stale of political grace for a time, but surely their great leader couldn't !

"
I

have always been opposed to the increase of banks," said he to Sherrod Williams. How could he be expected
to add,

" and therefore recommended and voted for them ! !

" "I have known" Mr. Van Buren "
long and

intimately," said Senator Benton. " He is a real hard-money man
; opposed to the paper system ;

in favor
of a national currency of gold." And yet this hard-money man could wheel about and restore to life Jacob
Barker's W". and W. Bank, receiving a new light within the space of four days. Wonderful ! And his law
partner, Mr. Butler, could, with his advice and consent, accept the presidency of that fraudulent corpora-
tion—and when it had closed its doors, return back to his old partnership. Miraculous !

" An introduc-
tion of a new bank into the most distant of our villages, places the business of that village within the
influence of the money power of England," said Mr. Van Buren, in a presidential message from Washing-
ton—but he omitted to tell that he had placed within that and other yet worse influences the bank once
located up at Sandy Hill !

The "restoration" of the W. and W. took place on the 28th—Mr. Enos T. Throop's Auburn Bank
bill passed the Senate next day, without an opposing voice—Mr. Van Buren and everybody else being in its

favor. Next came the final passage of the W. and W. (March 31st.) and the Senate that had been 1.5 to 13

against it, sent it up to the Governor and Council, by a vote of 15 to 6. Cantine now for the bill—Van
Buren below the bar ! Senators Mallory and Swart had voted it down at their leader's bidding on the 24th ;

now they wheeled into line and voted it up again !

The W. and W. Bank bill provided that it was to issue its notes whenever the stockholders had paid into
its capacious vaults ten cents on the dollar of its capital, and that the operations of discount and deposite
were to be carried on at Sandy Hill only. What its operations there consisted in, may be seen by consulting
the descriptive epistles of Mr. President Butler. By the month of February, 1819, its promises to pay
.S278,G93, were in the hands of the people,

in the form of bank notes, yielding Mr. Barker $19,528 of interest,
from that source alone. How was it in February, 1820?
Mr. Barker doffed his Quaker garb about the time that war was decided on, in 1812, and turned fund-

monger. After his insolvency, in 1821-2, he challenged his neighbor, David Rogers, to fight a duel, was
tried, convicted, and declared ineligible to hold any office. What the revising court did with the sentence I

have not heard. " Duels are a happy invention of civilization, which enable the man who has injured
another, to shoot him also, and gives him who has for years forfeited his honor, the power of fighting, to

prove that though he possesses not the substance, he adheres to the shadow,"
Mr, Barker, Hazard, his father-in-law (a Fulton Bank director,) J. A. Buchanan and others, petitioned

Congress for a Bank of the United States, with 30 millions capital, in 1814. In 1S32, Mr, Barker issued a

pamphlet with the same proposal
—only the stock to be 70 millions ! He says publicly what his con-

federates write in secret—" We want as a government a great paper bank, the stock to be by us properly
distributed,"
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Lorenzo Hoyt, whom the pious Mr. Butler had instructed in the mysteries of law,

religion, and finance, was a law pupil of the firm of Van Buren and Butler, and, as

the'^latter tells us, "a very fine youth." The principle he avows to his brother

Jesse, without any apology, in his letter of March 7, 1824, that any thing he could

do to the prejudice of his benefactor, Mr. Livingston, and his own benefit, was justi-

fiable, provided his treachery was not found out, is as bad as any thing we have

heard ascribed to the dangerous order of Jesuits. His teachers must have been

somewhat neglectful of his morals. Mr. L. had no idea that young Hoyt was try-

ing to supplant him. On the 3d of January 1822, he thus wrote his brother :
—

"Sutherland in caucus says that when he told Lorenzo that I had the nomination,

[of Clerk of Assembly,] that Lorenzo jumped up two feet at least. This bespeaks

animation. I am much pleased with Lorenzo, and his situation will improve very

much under the tuition of Seger the Deputy."
The situation of the brothers Hoyt at this time, was unenviably poor, and perhaps

it would have been better for society that it had remained so. Mr. Hoyt's cruel,

vicious, profligate, and persecuting career as Collector of the Customs for the port

of New lork"^ was at this period of his life not even dreamt of. He was a mere

adventurer, who was ready to perform the services Mr. Van Buren required, in the

hope of obtaining office and its emoluments through his influence, and his career

was for a time successful. Mr. Livingston's unsuccessful effort to make Mr. R. R.

Ward, the law partner of Jesse Hoyt, a master in chancery, because he had not

been long enough a bucktail, will show how affairs went at Albany, better than a

labored essay.

Mr. Butler to Mr. Hoyt.

Albany, July 19, 1820.

Dear Friend,
***** We are boarding at Mr. Jones,' directly oppo-

site our office, (Gilbert Stewart's house,) where we have very pleasant lodgings

Our departure from Sandy Hill was so sudden, that we left all our furniture in the

house, and for the present shall continue to board out.

As to business, I have enough to keep me very busy
—

chiefly in Chancery—old

and new. It would be well enough were it not so long before the cash was realized.

But it must come some day or other. I think my expectations will not be disap-

pointed. At all events, as I told you before, I am for the Law and nothing else—

and I regret now that Mr. A"an Buren ever thought of leaving his profession, which

you know was what put it into my head to leave him. I think I shall make my
debut at August term in the argument of some motions and cases. Though as to

the last I arn rather squeamish. Mr. V. B. is certainly very desirous to assist me.

He has several heavy causes in which he insists on my speaking.

I like Albany about as little as you do—and, unth the exception of a feio persons

who are worthy of esteem, have very little to say to the goodly inhabitants of this

renowned metropohs. I think the eastern junto the most disagreeable part of them.

They are generallv bigots in politics, and very full of prejudice and envy.

Lorenzo is a very fine youth. I have got him at the Latin Grammar, in which

he makes tolerable progress. I shall pay particular attention to him. I have paid

$ 1.25 for the order to the Register, so that you owe me 25 cents. My compli-

ments to Mr. Barker, &c. _ „,.„^ „„
Yours truly, B. F. BUTLER.

Post mark, Albany, Mar. 8.

Mr. Lorenzo Hoyt to his brother Jesse, at 40 Wall street. New York.

Albany, March 7, 1824, Sunday evening.

Dear Brother :
—Yours of the 4th came duly to hand. The substance of it I

had anticipated, as I saw a letter that Mr. Thompson received from you while here,

in which you spoke very discouragingly as to the result of your application to the

Corporation, but as I had not heard from you since, I had not entirely despaired

until I received your last. It is now, I suppose, known to a certainty that you

cannot succeed in getting the office you sought. If a person has nothing else to
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depend upon for a livelihood than offices, which at all times depend upon the fluctu-

ations of party predominance, I think he will soon go to pot. I thought however,
yowr .services for the parti/ had been sufficient to raise a just and equitable claim for
some little office cf the kind, that you have been endeavoring to obtain ; but it ap-
pears that the opinion of a majority of the Hon. the Corporation and rny own are at

variance. Well, I see we have got to contend with poverty and misfortunes as

long as we remain in this life, and what we shall have to "
baitle the watch " with

in the next the Lord only knows. You mention your business is again increasing
a little, which I hope is the case, for if it does not, where the end of 1824 will find

us I should not like to undertake to say.
I understood Mr. Thompson, I think, if the river opened soon, that he should

be up again before the close of the session ; if he will not be up again I shall ivrite

him about what you mentioned, and shall also speak confidentially to one or two of my
friends, mysef, on the subject ; for ANY THING I CAN DO TO THE PREJU-
DICE OF LIVINGSTON AND BENEFIT OF MYSELF, I THINK I AM
PERFECTLY JUSTIFIABLE IN DOING, PROVIDED ALWAYS THAT
HE DOES NOT FIND IT OUT.*

I think, and have thought all winter, that it w^ould be best for me, after the

Legislature adjourns, or after I get my pay, and square the yards here, to go some
where else and locate for the summer, with a view to carry into effect the special
order of the day, to wit economy. Should you approve of this suggestion, I will

mention Utica as a place combining both the great objects I have in view, economy
and improvement. Mr. Lynch says I can get board there in respectable boarding
houses at the rate of from 16s. to I8s. per week, whereas I pay here through all

the summer 26s. I should regret very much to leave Mr. Butler, but I know it

is decidedly for my interest to do so, and with your consent and approbation, I

feel very much inclined to do it this spring. Charles is going to leave, and is

going somewhere in the Western country to settle, and I shall have no person to

give me any instruction in my studies if I stay. Mr. Butler cannot do it, because
he is constantly engaged in his owm business.

The Senate take up the Electoral bill tomorrow, and no doubt Avill treat it as
THE POOR THING dcscrvcs. I will Write you how they get along with it. I have
been almost vexed at you for not writing me oftener. I wish you would write me
as often as possible. My love to all.

Yours affectionately, L. HOYT.

Extracts from a letter—Lorenzo Hoyt to his brother Jesse—dated Albany, Dec.

24th, 1823.—" Mr. Livingston's election to the Clerkship of the Assembly, I con-
sider beyond doubt. His most prominent opponent is ,

a man devoid

of every principle of honor, who is ivilling to sacrifice his character, and any thing
else that a 7nan ought to esteem, to the shrine of avarice.

If by any cflSMs omissus Livingston should lose his election, I shall endeavor to

obtain a situation under his successor.''^

Extract of a letter, Lorenzo Hoyt, at Albany, to Jesse his brother, in N. York—
dated Albany, Sept. 10, 1832, Sunday.—"

I should be very much pleased to ac-

company you to Washington this month
;
but as I shall not be able to go more

than once, I believe I shall wait till winter, or early in the spring. Perhaps I
shall have a case of CONGRESSIONAL LOBBYING, by which I can make it a

jaunt ofpleasure and profit."

[Postmark Albany, March 26, 182—.]
Jesse Hoyt, Esq., 40 Wall street, New York. Monday evening.

Dear Hoyt,—I was unable to procure the appointment of Ward as

an Examiner in Chancery, as ihev thought here that HE HAD NOT BEEN A
BUCKTAIL LONG ENOUGli, and they would not let your merits count in his

favor
;

I therefore changed mv ground, and had you appointed. I hope this will

* Strange doctrine this— and from '' a republican," too ! Mr. Hoyt seemed to have had in his mind the
lines in Calder Campbell—

" Nor in the eyes, nor from the words of men
Hope thou to read their hearts. All are alike

The hypocrites of circumstance."

5
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be grateful to you, and my friend Ward. Let Ward act as your sworn clerk. It

is supposed the leo-jslature will adjourn about the 10th of April ;
the sooner the

better. Every thing in the political way goes on smoothly. Young locks as if he

had been bled ;
I feel sorry for unsuccessful candidates. I think in this state we

ought to have a peculiar prayer for such people, and especially ore in the Ccmmon

Prayer Book. I shall soon have the pleasure of seeing you. Write me a long

letter.

(In haste,) Tour's sincerely, E. LIVINGSTON.

I hear much said in Congress, the Newspapers, private circles, &c., about going
to war for Oregon, for Texas, for Canada, for Mexico, for our rights, and so forth

—and there was a time when I did not dread war. But when I look at the suc-

cessful efforts of such men as I cm describing in this volume, to corrupt the whole

mass of society, to substitute the machinery propelled by a band of ccvetcvs, un-

principled factious politicians, for the healthful infuences of our free, elective

institutions ;
I trerr.ble lest their power over the public press and other appliances

should hasten the Union into a war. It is reform at heme, equal laws, and faiihiul

public stewards that America requires. It is enemies within that our countiy
should set about subduing, far more than enemies without.

AVar is a great burthen to a country, but it is doubly so when bad men bear rule.

Well may Americans now say, as Joshua, by the command of Gcd, said to Israel

of old,
" There is an accursed thing in the midst of thee, Israel ;

thou canst not

stand before thine enemies, until ye take away the accursed thing frcm among
you." Gentle and courteous reader, do not these pages, alas! too clearly prove,
that there is also an Achan in the democratic camp 1

Let him be tried at the Convention of 1846, and there receive the reward of a

troubler of our Israel.

CHAPTER X.

Party Managrment. Origin of the friendship of Messrs. Hoyt and Van JBuren.

Whij Mr, Hoyt got the N. Y. Colhciorship. Mr. V. B. endorses his friend's

paper
—sends Jesse to collect debts. Milhr's libel suit agatnst I\'ooh, who offers to

ejvit the ship, ^^for a eonsieleration." Kaphtah Philhps. Bis son introevad ly

Noah, and proves a defaulter for S6C0,0C0. ''Stray sheep,'' goaded ly ihtir

constituents. Bvtler gives Noah his eve, via Hoyt,
—" the oldforms and established

usages,"
—Bucltail organization in N. Y. More hints to Noch, uho duyctches

Naphtali Phillips to Albany. More patronage. Confidential Epistles by Mr. Van

Buren .

" What can I do for youT' said Mr. Pitt one morning, when first minister of

England, to one of his most devoted and obsequious dependents.
"
Only bow to

me when we meet in public," v.-as the sagacious reply. It would increase his

influence with the public to have them believe that he was on terms of intimacy
with the premier.

Mr. Jesse Hoyt well understood the value of such connections, but he carried

matters farther than a bow in public, and made himself as necessary to Mr. A'an

Buren and his son, the present Attorney General, as he had been to President

Butler during his engagement to Jacob Barker at Sandy Hill. Mr. M. Van Buren

is very penurious and covetous—Jesse would run all over New York to recover $ 5

or $ 10, which his late employer had reluctantly lent to some poor fellow when in

trouble—would hire lodgings for him on terms of economy—would see to the

washing of his clothes—ihe buying of his wines and groceries, or the stopping or

getting subscriptions for his newspapers. John Van Buren bets, gambles, specu-
lates in the stocks—in all this Jesse has been his humble slave. He electioneered,

voted, betted, schemed, ran, stood, fetched or carried, to order—was ' more banks'

or sub-treasury, Crawford or Jackson, Rufus King and negro freedom or "to jail

with the Daissionaries," just as his patrons gave the signal. His object was pelf
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and power—theirs power and pelf
—

patriotism, the welfare of the millions, the

reform of abuses, the punishment of vile peculators, the establishment of noble

and enduring principles, as landmarks of the age we live in, are not met with in

their writings
—

probably never entered into their thoughts.
When Mr. Koyt left the Custom House of New York, a defaulter for hundreds

of thousands of dollars, although his income was equal to forty thousand a year,

with his brother Lorenzo and such like straw securities—and this on the back of

Swartwout s embezzlement of forty tons of solid silver, gathered from the mer-

chants for the public uses—when all this occurred under the grand healing measure

of an independent treasury, set up by a profligate bankrupt administration—the

country looked on in mute surprise. The following correspondence will explain

the seeming mystery, and it may be fitly prefaced by two extracts from Mr. "Weed's

Albany Evening Journal.

"
Albany Evening .TournnI, Wednesday, May 1, 1843.

"The people may thank Mr. Van Biiren for this heavy loss. The appointment of

Jesse Hoyt as Collector of the port of New York was made by Mr. Van Bin en against

the advice of the respectable men of the pirty, anrl with a full knowlelge. that Hoyt
was ovenvhel)7ied with Jeht, and bankrupt in credit at the very time that this most

respnmihle trust was committed to his hands. But Hoyt had one peculiar qualification

for the office, which in Mr. Van Buren's estimation more than counterbalanced all

deficiencies of character or capacity. As a shrewd and reckless political mavaner, he

was almost unrivalled. The JYew York Custom House afforded a fine field for the

exercise of his partizan skill.''''

In the same paper of Wednesday, March 3d, 1841, under the head of " Another

Explosion," we find what follows :

"
It may be recollected that when Mr. Hoyt was appointed, we ventured to predict

that it would be a bad business. He, like Swartwout, had been a reckless and was

a ruined speculator. There were few more desperate stock operatois in New York

than Jesse Hoyt. All this was known to Mr. Van Buien when he appointed him.

But the Administration, however impropeily Mr. Hoyt has acted, is far the most to

blame. The vast amount of Revenue collected by Mr. Hoyt, inste id of being Safely

Deposited to the credit of the Governmeirt, has been kept as the private account of

Mr. Jesse Hoyt ! Yes, a man wlio had uiteily ship.v recked his own fortunes, was per-

mitted to keep some Hfleen or twenty millions of dollars belonging to the Goveimuent,
in deposiie to his own account !

We said last fall when Loco Foco Office-holders were spending money in un-

heard of profusion at the Polls, that the accounts of Defuilting Cullectors, &c.

&c. when closed, would explain the mystery. We believed then, as we believe now,
that the money which VanBiiienisni scatteied ihrouiih Dutchess, Coliiinl)ia, Cisenango,

Onondaga, &c. was obtained iVoiii the Tieasniy. We believe that a large pr(!poition

of the money wiihligld by Mr. Hoyt instead of going into his own pocket, was ex-

pended corruptly in the Elections last fall. This was done for Mr. Van Buren's

benefit, and we "believe with his knowledge. And we also believe that if Mr. Van
BuREN had been le-elected Mr. Hoyt would have been protected. In that case the
• end would have sanciified the means.'

But while by the free use of money much was done for Van Bnren,the People were

too much alive to be corrupted or beguiled. Mr. Hoyt bled in vain. And now, as

Van Burenism flickers in its socket, either the fuce of a Resiijiiaiion or the mock

solemnity of a Removal, is enacted before the People 1 Messrs. Van Bur en and

Hoyt j;o out together, and as we believe, by collusion—the latter, in our judgment,
the victim of the former."

Mr. Van Buren became personally involved in Mr. Hoyt's financial difficulties

as early as 1827—whether the CoUectorship enabled them to square accounts is

not quite so certain.

Senator Van Buren to Mr. Jesse Hoyt, at N. Y.

Washing-ton, Feb. 3, 1827.—My Dear S'lr—Bcrng entirely free from EN-
DORSEMENTS wok;, and my silvation rendering it hig/ihj proper tlu.l J s/tim/d

reinain so, J did not suppose I could have hfcn asain drawn intotlmn. "iOUR

CASE, HOWEVER, DOES NOT ADMIT OF HESITATION. Wislung
you all sorts of happiness, I remain your sincere friend,^ ^^ ' '

M. V. BUREN.
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Washington, Feb. 3, 1827.—My Dear Sir.—This will be handed to you by Mr.

Davis, agent of the editor of the National Telegraph, who visits our State to ob-

tain subscribers for that paper. Any assistance you can give him in promoting his

object will be gratefully remembered by the editor, and oblige
Your friend M. V. BUREN.

Albany, June 2d, 1822. Dear Sir—I wish you would pay my oZ<^ /Went? Mr.
Carter what I owe him, and ash Mm to discontinue his paper. It is unnecessary
TO SAY that 1 am infliienced in this solely by a necessity to curtail my expenses of that

description, which are too heavy.
Your friend, M. V. BUREN.

Attorney General Van Buren to Mr. Jesse Hoyt, N. Y.
Dear Sir—Just as I was going from New York, Abraham P. Van S who is

a clerk in Jacob I. Barker's store, 456 Pearl Street, a nephew of John C. H
,

Esq., borrowed $ 10 of me, under a promise to send it up, which he has not done ;

and, from what Mr. Hogeboom tells me, I apprehend he did not intend to do it. I

wish you would see him and make him pay it to you. Ask the Secretary about

the enclosed. I have never heard any thing about it since I paid mv $ 10.

Your friend M. VAN BUREN,
June 21, 1820.

The same to the same. Date and place torn off.

"
I am afraid you will begin to think me a verv troublesome friend—but I

AM CONSTANTLY THE VICTIM OF IMPOSITION—that man Plimpton
who own the Aboliva, BORROWED FIA'E DOLLARS of me, when he went

off, under a promise to send it up. If you would happen to fall in with him I wish

you would him—he is a graceless dog. It would incommode me very much if I

should not have my carriage next week. The Governor is to be qualified to day,
but Albany is as quiet as a Church. It is said that efforts have been made to raise

the wind, but in vain. Mr. Clinton is universally considered here as politically

defunct. I will believe that there is nothing in the story I heard in Philadelphia

[a part is torn off] out of courtesy, and will want them. I go from hence in a few

days. M. V. BUREN."

[The letter and signature are in the hand writing of Mr. V. Buren, and so is the

postscript
—" Mr. Hoyt will oblige me by presenting the above to Mr. Beekman

[or it may be Buckner] and transmitting me the money."

Nov. 14, 1822. Dear Sir—Why did I not see more of you at New York?

Judge Skinner, General Marcy and myself will come down with Saturday's boat,
and wish you to engage rooms for us at the Mechanics' Hall. If he can give us

his little parlor for a sitting room and bed rooms, it will be well
;

if not any other

good rooms will do, so that they be not too high. I would rather stay on board a

vessel than go into his third heavens. If you cannot do better you may let Gen-
eral Marcy's room be on high, and he can have the use of my room to do his bus-

iness in, &c.
In haste, your friend, M. V. BUREN.

[Post mark Albany.]—March 17, 1829.—My Dear Sir—I will be in New York
on Friday, and wish you to take lodgings for me at the City Hotel.

Yours, M. V. B.

It would seem that no Regency Governor could visit New York, until Jesse had

prepared the way. In May 9th he had another epistle from another Governor—
" Dear Sir, I shall take the steam boat next Tuesday morning, and reach New
York in the evening. You will confer another favor upon me, if you will mention

it to Mr. Jennings, that he may provide rooms for me. E. T. THROOP.''))

Sylvanus Miller, Surrogate of New York, brought an action for libel against
Mordecai Manuel Noah, editor of the National Advocate, which was tried before

Judge Betts, in the City Hall, New York, on Friday, Dec. 12, 1823, and of which
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reports are on file in the Post, American, and other journals. The libel was in a

letter sent by Noah to the Albany Argus, wherein Mr. Miller was charged with

being an old profligate, a retailer of falsehood, an unprincipled intriguer, and an
old hack—-but he produced the highest evidence of unspotted integrity both in

public and private life, nor did Noah make an effort to disparage his character, but

produced a letter of his (Miller's) in the Evening Post of the 29th of January,
1821, charging him (Noah) with having offered to sell himself to the Clintonian

party, for $ 7000, abandon his press and quit New York, and stating that Mr.
Clinton's friends rejected his offer. Mr. Miller admitted this statement to be his,

and called witnesses to prove its truth.

Dr. Secor testified, that, in 1818, Mr. Noah solicited a private interview with
him—'said he saw a great political battle ahead—that he highly respected Gov,

Clinton, that the allowance made him by the bucktail party was too small, and
that he wished to quit it and the State, that the bucktail party had ill-treated him
when he applied for an office, and were illiberal. He asked the doctor to apply to

Mr. Clinton's friends for a loan of $ 7000 to enable him to buy certain theatre

leases—put his proposal in writing
—and when asked what he could do for Mr,

Clinton, would make no pledge, but if he did any thing it must be sub rosa. Mr,
Noah's proposal was laid before four of Mr. Clinton's friends, rejected, and his

paper returned to him-—these persons testified in corroboration of the evidence of

Dr. Secor, and Noah tried to show that the doctor had given another representation
at another time. The jury agreed as to the libel, but, as Mr. Miller was a warm
and active political writer, they differed as to the amount of damages,

Mr. Noah was properly defended by the virtuous Wm. M. Price.

As far back as Oct. 10, 1822, (see Evening Post,) Mr. Noah's character was
well understood by all parties.

"
Unprincipled as Cheetham was, Noah excels

him in all the profligacy tha^^enerally belongs to a political adventurer. He is

-his superior in the various iniquities that always distinguish the course and charac-

ter of a corrupt and mercenary hireling He has received

his wages and must earn them. Destitute of principle, it is perfectly immaterial

to him what course they prescribe. His press, and the small talents he possesses,
are always in the market. Vagrant and pauper as he is, he is ever ready to work
for money or for office. With equal facility and satisfaction he serves all who are

able to offer an adequate reward for his labors. His political corruption, and want
of veracity, have become proverbial." It is perhaps the strong resemblance he
bears to Mr. Noah's portrait, as thus drawn, that formed one of the inducements to

Mr. Van Buren not to commit himself, beyond a certain extent, to Mr. James
Gordon Bennett, who appears by his letters to have been willing to go nearly as

far to oblige his friends as Mr. Noah.
Mr. Noah is a Hebrew—his partner in the Advocate was Mr. Naphtali Phillips,

who now is, and for many years has been, a pensioner on the public, under the

guise of an Inspector in the idle men's list at the New York Custom House. His
character we take from the Philadelphia Aurora of March, 1817, as portrayed by
the hand of Col. Duane, father to a former Secretary of the Treasury under
General Jackson.

" The paper called the Advocate, at New York, appears to take as much concern in

the affairs of Pennsyh'ania, as if the proprietor and the editor received their stipend

for corrupting public opinion here, as well as in New York. It' cunning little JVuplitali
does not feel disposed to have his picture drawn under his own hand, he will confine

himself to the unfortunate service to which his necessities have devoted him; the same
reasons which he assigned many years ago for endeavoring to get an ofjice, induce U3

to bestow on him in that particular
—the charity of silence.'"

Mr. Van Buren took Messrs. Noah and Phillips under his protection, as his

followers, with the above knowledge, and as in the case of the Hoyts and Swart-

wout, the people have been the sufferers.

Under the editorial head, in the New York Express of Feb. 29th, 1S44, it is

stated, that the Solicitor of the Treasury, in his Report to Congress, (on the Swart-
wout suit,) says, that after the return of the Commissioners appointed to investi-

gate the affairs of the New York Custom House,
" a suit was instituted, on the
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21st of August, 1841, for the sum of $600,000, against Joshua Phillips, who had
been assistant cashier, under Mr. Swartwout. The suit is still pending." The
Solicitor thinks that although S. "

might be liable for monies received by his

cashier, the cashier himself was also liable for this large sum, [$600,000,] never

having paid it over."

I fear that as the laws here are powerless for the punishment of great rogues
when convicted, it will be just as well to continue the pension of Naphtali, the

father, and to let his son Joshua keep what he has got. If Fauntleroy, said B. F.

Butler, on the trial of Cashier White, had been tried in the United States, he
could not have been convicted and brought to punishment.
How was it that Joshua Phillips came to the custody and possession of $600,000

of the people's funds ?

Through Mr. A"an Buren's friend, Major Noah, as witness the following earnest

appeal and interested voucher :

Mr. M. M. Noah to ]Major Swartwout, Hoboken—a month before the latter was

appointed as Collector of the port of New York.

My dear Sir—I mentioned to you that Mr. Joshua and Aaron N. Phillips have
been many years in the Customs. THEY ARE AT IMPORTANT DESKS,
and THEIR CAPACITY and thorough knowledge of the business is excelled by
none in the department. In introducing them to your friendly notice I can only
assure you that their experience and attention to their duties, will be useful to vou
and serviceable to the revenue, and that THEY MERIT BY THEIR INTEG-
RITY YOUR ENTIRE CONFIDENCE.

Truly yours, M. M. NOAH.
New York, March 31, 1829.

Mr. Noah's standing, and connection with Messrs. Van Buren, Butler, Bowne,
Allen, Hoyt, and their associates, will more fully appear in the course of the fol-

lowing correspondence :

Jesse Hoyt, Esq., Counsellor at Law, 40 Wall Street, New York.

Albany, Jan'y 29, 1824.

My Dear friend—The Electoral Law was to have been taken up in the Assem-

bly to-day There is no doubt whatever that a majority think

it inexpedient to pass the bill, and yet they are so hampered by premature commit-

ments, and many of them so goaded by their constitutnts, as to render it almost mor-

ally certain that they pass it in some shape or other. Our reliance is on the

Senate, and we still entertain strong hopes that it will be rejected there in what-
ever form it may come. Still, this is by no means certain, and the greatest cau-

tion and prudence, as well as the greatest firmness, are required in presenting the

subject to the Senators. We have not been, and are not, idle ;
on the contrary, if

ever men labored incessantly, the '

Conspirators' and the '

Regenc}'^,' &c., deserve

that praise Make a suggestion to Mr. Noah, which
I trust will not be improperly received by him. It is simply to suggest that, for

the present, the Advocate should not press the claims nor descant on the merits of

Mr. Crawford. We have in the two branches of the Legisl. about 105 members
who are thorough-going Caucus men. Of these a majority, beyond all doubt,
would prefer the nomination of Mr. Crawford, the remainder are for Mr. Clay or

Mr. Adams, the smallest number being for the latter. While these men are miling
to abide by a CONGRESSIONAL NOMINATION, it is useless to advocate the

claims of Mr. Crawford to such a nomination, it being cektain tbat if any is made
it must fa I on him. Besides, by pressing the claims of that gentleman you incur

the risk of alarming the feelings and encountering the opposition of those firm and
honest men who have gone with us nobly so far, and are willing to go with us to

the end. but who are yet unaccountably wedded to Mr. Clay or Mr. Adams. And
though I do not believe they could be driven from the resolutions they have con-

curred in, in favor of a Caucus at Washington, they may yet be induced to give a

warm support to the Electoral Law, if they become satisfied, either that their can-
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didates have no chance of a Caucus Nomiration, or that we are determined to force

the claims of Mr. Crawford. Stick to principles ;
advocate the necessity of adher-

ing to the oldforms and established doctrines of the farty
—and express the utmost

readiness to submit individual preferences to the decision of the Caucus. It will be

time enough after the nomination, to defend and maintain the character and claims

of the successful candidate I slanud think it injudicious to call

meetings on this ticklish subject, especially in the country, ivhere the meetingsfrom ne-

cessity would be more general than with you, and where our opponents icould inevita-

bly outmanasp- and nntnvmber us. In ynur ciiij, hoivevir, the line is so distinctly

drawn, AND YOUR FORCES ARE SO WELL ORGANIZED, that yuu have

nothing of that sort to apprehend.
If the meeting about to take place should not be more formidable than I think it

will be, it will not be misunderstood here. Its proceedings will be considered as

the voice, not of the republican party, but of the supporters of Mr. Wheaton and

his colleagues, who are now very well understood by the country members—and

instead of injuring I think it would render us a service if it should stand alone.

Still it seems to me that we have nothing to gain, and much to

hazard by giving to this subject any farther excitement of a popular character—
but as Mr. Bowne knows perfectly the state of thmgs here, your Committee should

confer with him fully before they adopt any course definitely.

I omitted to make aiiollier suggestion forMr. Noah. It is not very serviceable to

talk much of Burrites, Lewisites, or the Highminded. Several of the two firmer

classes are here among our best I'riends ; ancTas to the latter, Siida/n, Branson, and

Wheeler, are as true as steel, in the Senaie—and Whiting, Hosmer and several

others in the Assembly are among our best and most hopeful supporters in that

House.
I have not written to Mr. Barker about his proposition as to voters for Electors.

It has been mentioned to several, but we doubt the power of the Legislature to pass

it, and if they have it, we are still more apprehensive of its policy, for reasons

which on reflection I think will occur to you.
Yours truly, B. F. BUTLER.

I opened this letter to show Judge S.

To Jesse Hoyt, Esq. March 3, 1824.

Dear Sir :
—I have the greatest aversion to having my letters extracted for the

newspapers or much shown, and notwithstanding a laborious correspondence during
the winter have hitherto escaped. The promulgation of my anticipation as to

Messrs. Adams and Clay's withdrawing, would, you know, not induce them to do

so, if it had not the contrary effect. It is best to let those things take
thejr course,

and there is no ground for fear as to the result. If they continue after New York
has settled down it will be manifest to all that the contest is prolonged by them to

the great detriment of thefarty, and of the public interest, without the least pros-

pect of success
;

and it will be the business and duty of the press to make suitable

animadversions on the subject. To me the course of the Advocate for the last few

weeks has been entirely acceptable, as it has been moderate, but firm and rational,

which course is, I think, the only one calculated to produce much real effect on

public opinion. Such is not, however, the opinion or rather the feeling of all ;
on

the contrary there are many who have been so much pleased and so accustomed to

the many good and pleasant things the Major has said, as to regret the deprivation

of them—and they occasionally complain to me that the Advocate has lost its spirit.

As the Major has depraved their appetites he is, they think, under some sort of

obligation to feed them on such viands as have become most acceptable to them.

Make my best respects to him, and to our friends
;

tell them that for obvious rea-

sons, they must excuse me from not writing as often as I could wish.

Your friend, M. V. BUREN.

M. M. Noah to Jesse Hoyt, at Albany.

New York, 23d Feb., 1823.

Dear Hoyt,—Your favor was delivered by Col. Brown—am much obliged for

the interest you take in my affiirs. Mr. Phillips will hand you this, and explain

fully the object of his visit. With respect to tlie iState printings I cannot but consider
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myself as unhandsomely treated by thosefrom ivhom I had a right to eocpect a different
course ; and am positive that on the death of Mr. Cantine there was but one voice
in my favour. If management and intrigue could have been so successfully exerted
as to wean away my friends or impair my claims, then there is nothing to expect
from the Justice of the Republican party. I cannot blame Mr. Buel in wishing to

be secured in the payments due him, but considering the difficulty we labored under
in bringing the Argus iji the republican from the Clintonian ranks—considering also

the fortune loldch Mr. Buel has made out of it—I think that opposition does not
come with a good grace from him, and that any further surviellance over the State

Printing should cease. No one knows better than yourself that there was but one

opinion expressed throughout the Union in relation to the perfidious course of some
of my friends in this city, and but one hope expressed that the Governor or Legis-
lature would by some public expression of opinion give those persons to understand
that my services to the party were appreciated, and my future tisefulness regarded
with a favourable eye. This disposition certainly existed when I arrived at Albany,
but great exertions are and have been made to check this favourable course.
I do not concur in opinion that I should not run unless certain of being chosen State

Printer. I am not so certain that I can be defeated—but if so, I am willing to

hazard a defeat, reserving to myself the right of spreading the facts before the

world, a7id exhibit the system of peddling away the patronage of the State, and above
all ascertaining who are my friends

;
it is necessary to know who are my friends,

for ulterior objects. This course will bring me in collision with the Argus, and

probably with many warm friends of mine who are equally friendly to that estab-

lishment, but it will enlighten the minds and prepare the feelings of the next legis-

lature, and they may so act as to do justice to my claims, without reference to

shillings and pence calculations—and if it is deemed the policy of the friends of that

establishment to unite in their attempts to injure me or check my fair and proper
views, you will concur in the necessity of standing on the defensive and attacking
them in return, which though it may do me no immediate good, cannot remotely
benefit them. In short, I have been the faithful and zealous servant of THE
PARTY, and have served that party successfully. If men whom I have had to

contend against are now to pronounce on my claims there is an end of further

silence—it does not comport with character or conduct to submit to it. Mr. Phillips

goes up to get a section, authorising legal notices to be published in the Advocate—
a patronage to which the paper is entitled, and which it ought to receive. There
should be but one voice in favor of it, in a democratic legislature

—atid it is necessary
in relatio7i to the Presidential question. I am persuaded you and the delegation will

do the best to carry it through ;
and I have only to say that if nothing can be done

for me—if I have so grievously sinned as to be spoken of as a candidate for State

printer, I hope the friends of the Argus will not visit my sins upon him. At all

events, he has full powers from me to enter into any arrangement, or come to any
understanding, which may tend to keep things harmoniously and comfortably afloat and

prevent schism and division in our ranks—this only can be done by acting justly and

fairly towards VCT each other.

Always, Dear Hoyt, truly yottrs, M. M. NOAH.
" Old Beeswax" says that the Adjutant General must live in Albany. Will

General Hatheway do so ?! ! Should a Senator accept the office 1

Washington, March 6, 1824.
Jesse Hoyt, Esq.

Dear Sir,—I have received yours this moment. I cannot help what
Messrs. Lynch and King may choose to infer from my looks, but the truth is that

I have at no time doubted of our complete success. The great influence which was
exercised here to prevent members from attending the caucus, and the subserviency
and ingratitude of some who have partaken largely of the favor of the party, were
calculated to excite strong feelings, which were doubtless sometimes manifest, but

despondency is a weakness with which I am but little annoyed. On the assump-
tion that New York will be firm and promptly explicit, we here consider the

question of the election substantially settled. Neither Mr. Adams or Mr. Clay
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can keep in the field after the course of New York is possitively known. The

information on which this opinion rests, and the. reasons in its support cannot be given
in a letter. I will myself be easy on the subject, and so will our friends here, who
never were in better spirits or felt strong^er confidence. Make my best respects to

our friends. Yours cordially,
M. V. BUREN.

Senator Van Buren to Mr. Jesse Hoyt.
Dear Sir—The attack on the Vice-President* has produced very great excite-

ment. The course pursued will cause it to recoil with severity. There is of
course not the slightest pretence for the allegation. Mr. Satterlee Clark of your city
is the "

gentleman from New York." My friend Judge Rowan is 45 inches round
the chest. My quondam friend John A. King, whilst here, stayed with Mr.
Webster

;
and when he parted from me I was so sensible from his manner that he

carried advices from here which would induce the administration folks to come out

against me that I wrote confidentially to Campbell by the same mail my impres-
sions, and requested General Van Rensselaer to look out for it in the Anurican the

morning after they left us. The result has I think verified my conjectures. Say
nothing of this as coming from me. In haste, your friend,

M. VAN BUREN.
Washington, Dec. 30, 1826.

CHAPTER XI.

Mr. Jesse Hoyt elected to the Legislature. His brother reports for the Press. Col.

Stone. Mr. Van Buren on the victory of 1828. Anti-masonry. Majorities use-

fulfor bets. Noah's defeat, and opinions of his patron.

In 1823, though a stranger in New York, party organization, controlled by the

wire-pullers of Tammany THall, sent Mr. Hoyt back to Albany as a representative
of the city of New York, where he proved a thorough-going instrument and most
serviceable partisan. He made some speeches but they were dull and heavy ;

eloquence is not his forte. In 1824, he made an effort to obtain the office of district

attorney of New York, but failed. In Nov. 1828 his patron became Governor elect of
New York, and his party had by this time come round to the popular candidate
for the presidency, Andrew Jackson.

Extract of a letter—E. Livingston to Jesse Hoyt, Albany, July 18, 1822.—
" You will have warm work this fall in New York. If you can get on the [As-
sembly] ticket you will (frankly) disappoint me as much as you have your Albany
friends. They asked here,

' Who is this Hoyt of New York that was engaged in

a cause in Rhode Island, with Webster, &cV 'The store keeper,' said I.
' The store keeper !' said they—' well, what's this world a coming to !'

"

Extracts from a letter—Lorenzo Hoyt, at Albany, to his brother Jesse at New
York—dated June 20, 1824.—"

I have commenced reporting regularly for the

Mercantile. Charles and me do it together, as we formed a partnership before the

commencement of the session You say you are making a push for the
office of attorney to the corporation, and I think your claims are good, I hope you
may succeed—but I presume it is doubtful, as you undoubtedly have to contend
with powerful opponents, I shall not be much disappointed if you fail—but I would
make a grand sa/hj to carry my point this time."
From the same to the same—Feb'y. 15, 1824.—" The Federalists of your city

are not very strongly represented in Col. Stun, of the Commercial. He is rather an
inefficient man, and very little notice is taken of him, except when he is cautioned

by the presiding officer of both Houses to beware how he obtrudes himself within
the precincts of those walls, from which he was once ordered by competent authority
to keep aloof. Our eyes in this quarter are at present turned towards Washington,
and are anxiously waiting to get the result of the caucus."

* John C. Calhoun.

6
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Senator V. Buren to Mr. Jesse Hoyt, New Yorh.

Post mark,
"
Alby. Nov. 8, 1828. Free, M. V. Buren."

My Dear Sir : I thank you sincerely for your several communications. They
have been a source of both pain and pleasure to me—the latter on account of their

contents, and the former on account of the extreme difficulty I have had to make
out what their contents were. You would certainly correct this, if you knew how
extremely painful it is to your friends. I Avould have written to you before, but
have had no time to eat my meals. My house has been run down by my friends,
at one moment flushed with victory, and the next frightened out of their senses,
and frequently without cause for either.

Laying the efforts of Anti-masonry out of view, and of which we have as yet not
much beyond rumour, the election has been a real old fashioned ninety-eight fight.

Everywhere, as far as ascertained, we have succeeded in democratic counties by
overwhelming votes, and lost in counties that were formerly federal by small ma-

jorities. Saratoga was doctored to death if it is lost which is not certain. The
name of Adams, and the character of the discussions, have brought old feelings
into entire and efficient operation. The result, according to my present knowledge
and belief, has been (under the circumstances) signally triumphant. The follow-

ing vote upon the electoral Ticket I regard as absolutely certain. If there are any
mistakes in it, in your part of the State, you can, of course, correct it.

Queens and Suffolk 1 ascertained.—Kings 1 do.—New York 3 do.—Westches-
ter and Putnam 1 do.—Dutchess 1 do.—Orange 1 do.—Ulster and Sullivan 1

do.—Green and Delaware 1 do.—Schenectady and Schoharie 1 do.—Herkimer
1 do.—Otsego 1 do.—Onondago 1. We have only partial returns, and they
are favorable. I cannot think there is the slightest doubt of this County. Ascer-
tained. Cayuga 1 ascertained.—Chenango and Broome 1 do.—Tompkins and
Courllandt 1, not ascertained, but without the slightest doubt.— 17.

Now, I have not time to speak of the chances in the other districts
; you must

make them out from the papers. For myself, I should think good luck alone would

give us a few more, and I shall be egregiously disappointed if we do not get 20 at

the very least. You need not believe their stories, for they have not the slightest

respect for truth in most cases. We shall therefore have votes enough to put
Jackson's election out of all question, and WHAT IS OVER IS ONLY IM-
PORTANT ON THE SCORE OF BETS.
Our Governor and Lieut. Governor majority will be immense. The only 4 towns

in Broome (A CRAZY COUNTY) have given me an unanimous vote, viz. 1000,
and the others, it is supposed, will not reduce that. Everywhere I get the true

party vote, and in many places Southivick^s vote ivill be large. We shall have

nearly 3000 in Ulster and Sullivan, and between 1500 and 2000 in Cayuga; we
have carried our Senators in 4 districts, and have a good chance to carry them in

most of the others. Our majority in the Assembly will be as large as is desira-

ble. Contending, as we have done, against Federalism, revived Anti-masonrv, and

Money, I am satisfied with the result. I SORELY REGRET THE LOSS OF
NOAH'S ELECTION, AS WELL AS ON HIS OWN ACCOUNT, AS ON
ACCOUNT OF THE COST HIS ELECTION HAS BEEN TO THE
PARTY

; but one point is gained, viz.: he must be satisfied that hisfriends have,
with their eyes open, sustained a great struggle, and run much hazard on his account.

J hope there will yet be some wayfound out of doing somethingfor him. I shall be
down on Tuesday. In the mean time show this to my friends Bowne, Verplanck,
Hamilton, and Cambreleng. Tell Verplanck I have no doubt you was as much
frightened as he says, and am quite certain that you have as much pluck as you
claim. Remember me to Mrs. Hoyt, and believe me to be.

Yours cordially,
M. V. BUREN.

Having, thus, given the Governor elect's confidential statement, in the moment of

a victory which laid the foundation of his power, so long exerted in the Union for

evil ; and reminding the reader of his and Mr. Butler's opinion of Mr. Noah, know-

ing him as they did—I select this as the appropriate place in which to record their
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friend's sentiments regarding them. Make room, gentlemen, for the witness. Major
Noah !

—the Regency's Council of Appointment made him High Sheriff of N. Y.—
General Jackson, Mr. Van Buren, and the Senate of the Union appointed him

Surveyor of the Port of New York—the Supreme Court made him a Counsellor

without study
—and the whigs dubbed him a Judge at the Tombs—but the people

never trusted him—when he appealed to their suffrages, money, organization, hired

presses, and electioneering
—all failed. The Irishman (Shaw) succeeded, and Mr.

V. Buren lamented " the cost
"

to the party.

From the N. Y. Evening Star, June 23, 1834.

Talk of Aaron Burr in comparison with Van Buren ! ! Why, Aaron Burr's ambition

was a broad, bold, enterprising passion
—carried onward by great talent—sustained

by personal courage, and having the establishment of empires for its object ; but Van
Buren's petty intrigues, are a mixture of fawning sycophancy

—a traffic for office—a

selfish speculation on political chances—a town-dividing, county-splitting policy
—a

stock-jobbing experiment
—a system of rewards and punishments

—a little, tricky,

manoeuvring, skirmishing, selfish, non-committal spirit, unknown to men of patriotism,

spirit, purity, and tried talents. It is working with small agents
—

controlling weaker

minds—basking in the sunshine of other men's influence—watching the turns of the

market—ploughing to-day with the working men—to-morrow with aliens and adopted
citizens—pulling every string and moving every wire that make up the political capi-

tal of this ambitious and mischievous little man, through which he hopes to force his

way to the presidential chair.—M. M. JVoah.

And again
—in October—

To-day he gets up a plan to hold the state captive by a chain of safety fund banks,
whose existence depends on paper issues ; to-morrow he is in favor of a metallic cur-

rency, to please a higher power, whom he fears. While professing to be a democrat,
he enrolls in his legions the apostate of every party ;

he binds to him by the close

ties of interest every active politician, every speculating editor. He appeals to the

hopes and fears of every office holder, opens a correspondence with the Pope to

obtain catholic votes, and degrades his own country to stand well with the British

government, is the friend and the enemy of the Bank of the United States, the patron
of the Kitchen Cabinet, the flatterer and sycophant of the President.

When we look at the career of Mr. Van Buren, we are astonished at his persever-

ance, his industry, his close calculations and his active, untiring spirit. Ever restless

and perturbed there is no chance that he leaves untouched—no efforts untried. He
travels from county to county, from town to town ;

sees every body, talks to every

body, comforts the disappointed and flatters the expectant with hope of success.

The world will ask is this perseverance, this industry, this extreme of management
to benefit this country, its constitution, its prosperity, or to promote its tranquility ?

We answer, no, no, no—it is with the hope of benefitting himself, of promoting his

own advancement. With Martin Van Buren, the world has no allurements but for

himself ; the splendid country which gave him birth, no glory that he cannot appro-

priate to himself alone. He does not know the meaning of the word patriotism ; it

has no place in his vocabulary. Is it not strange, that with all these facts admittedhe

should have hopes and strong expectations of becoming the Chief Magistrate of this

great nation ? And yet it is so.

Every paper almost that we open speaks contemptuously of Van Buren's prospects
for the Presidency ;

but they speak without knowing the labors of the man, and the

vast machine of intrigue and corruption that he has set in operation in every part of

the Union ; they speak under the impression that the people will choose their Presi-

dent without reflecting that it is the will of the present Executive and so transmitted

to every office holder throughout the land that Van Buren is his choice for the suc-

cession
; they do not see the fox prowling near the barn ;

the mole burrowing under

ground ;
the pilot fish who plunges deep in the ocean on one spot, and comes up at

another to breathe the air. If it were the free, unbought, unthreatened voice of

public opinion, his chances could not be counted, but Van Buren trusts nothing to the

good opinion of the people ;
their will, their wishes, their desires, their frank and

unbiased suffrages, he rejects and repudiates, his appeal is to the interests and the

fears of men, he secures those whom he imagines controls public opinion, he buys the

leaders, and makes them accountable for the rank and file.—M. M. JVoah, Star, Oct.

1834.
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The same M. M. Noah that wrote the above on the one side, published on the

20th of Feb. 1828, as follows, on t'other :

" The question is everywhere asked, 'Who will be our next governor? Where
shall we find a man of the talent, the business habits, and the enlarged views of Gov-

ernor Clinton ?
' Martin Van Buren seems to be the most prominent

citizen for that important office. He is most familiar with the affairs of State—the

most conversant with its political relations. His talents are of the highest order. His

integrity has never been questioned, and his manners are at once frank, amiable and

popular."

On Sept. 29, he hoists his flag for Van Buren and Throop, adding
—" We have

now two candidates of the old democratic school." And on the 3d of November,

just five days before his friend the governor elect penned the foregoing epistle, he

adds—" The whole State appears animated but with one voice— it is Van Buren

and Throop—both incorruptible republicans of the old school."

When shall America cease to encourage, sanction and applaud the Noahs, Ben-

netts, Butlers, A'an Burens, Hoyts, and Croswells, who thus make sport of the

dearest interests of a lovely country ?

" Solomon says somewhere or other, I think it is in Castlevetro's, or Castlenuovo's

edition—is not there such a one ?—that the infatuation of a nation for a foolish

minister is like that of a lover for an ugly woman : when once he opens his eves,

he wonders what the devil bewitched him." The quotation is from Horace Wal-

pole, and although it is well understood that Mr. Van Buren is determined to leave

no stone unturned that may be in the way of his serving out another four years, yet

we would fain hope that " the magician" will be no more able to bewitch

Columbia.
I was rather astonished, in 1841, to see the following description admitted as a

communication under the editorial head of the N. Y. Evening Post :

" Mr. Van Buren has little moral faith of any kind; barely enough to need no arti-

ficial excitation of body or mind. This deficiency drives him into an artificial code of

political practice, in which he refers all social actions to individual interests, and all

political actions to combinations of those interests. He believes firmly in the force of

management, or the cool, considerate, artful application of general propositions to the

existing temper and opinions of the masses, as far as these can be ascertained, and

without any leading reference to their propriety or durability. His generalization of

social phenomena never reaches so far as to a moral power, or necessary truth in

public opinion; but he simply deals with the collective opinions of men, as manifested

by the representatives, or otherwise conspicuous individuals from or among the peo-

ple, by means of certain easy rules analagous to addition, subtraction, multiplication
and division in arithmetic. He belongs wholly to the present time, and may be said

to represent trading or h\xBmes.s politics. He is the very impersonation oi party in

its strictest features of formal discipline and exclusive combination. He is ceremo-

nious, polite, reserved in manner, very small, and extremely neat in person."

CHAPTER XH.

Letters, hy Gov. Van Buren, and Messrs. Camlweleng, Coddington, J. A. Ham-

ilton, Ingham, Dudley, L. Hoyt and Butler. The Health Office
—Drs. Westervelt,

Havens, Manley, McNeven. " The party'' saved by a doctor. Mr. V. B. afraid

of Col. Pitcher. Jesse Hoyt and the Dist. Attorney's place. Coddington office

hunting. He is ready to abandon Jaclison and the party, if, ^c. Hoyt, Butler

and V. B. on office. John Duer in danger. On plighting faith to Mr. V. B.

V. B .' s friendship for W. A. Duer.

[" 2 sheets, charge M. V. B." Post mark,
"
Albany, Feb. 8."]

Private. Albany, Feb. 1, 1829.

Jesse Hoyt, Esq., Counsellor at Law, New York.
My Dear Sir,—I am distressed by Lorenzo's accounts^

of your affairs in New York. When will the Republican Party be made sensible of
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the indispensable necessity of nominating none but true and tried men, so that when

they succeed they gain something 1 The same game that is playing with you was
in a degree played here on the nomination of Attorney General. The only personal

objection that icas made to Mr. Butler., was his conduct last winter in regard to the

Clinton Bill, and I believe that every Clintonian in both houses voted against him,

except Charles Livingston, of whose vote I am advised. Mr. B. depended upon
your city vote, and would have succeeded if he had got it. Cargill, Arnold, Albur-

tus, and Mr. Allen, voted for him—beyond that nothing is known. I must insist

upon you not mentioning my name in connection with this subject in any form.

Make it a point if you please to see my good friend CODDINGTON, aiid say to

him that I have not been able to follow his advice in relation to the Health appoint-

ments, and hope to satisfy him when I see him that I have done right. The claims

of Dr. Westervelt were, taking all things into the account, decidedly the strongest,
and much was due to the relation in which he stood to Governor Tompkins,
especially from one who knew so well what the latter has done and suffered for this

State. I should forever have reproached myself if I could have refused so small a

tribute to his memory. Westervelt is a gentleman and a man of talent, of a Whig
Family, and a Democrat from his cradle. He was three years in the Hospital and

five years Deputy Health Officer, until he was cruelly removed through the instru-

mentality of Dr. Harrison, who, to my knowledge, owed his appointment to the

unwearied and incessant perseverance of Governor Tompkins. Havens has been at

the station but a year and has never seen a case of yellow fever in his liie. All that

I could do for him (and he has not a better friend in the world.) was to satisfy

myself that Dr. Westervelt and the Board of Health would retain him in his present
station. I cannot dismiss Dr. Manley. His extraordinary capacity is universally
admitted

;
and his poverty, and misfortune in regard to the new Medical College

which he brought into existence but failed to get a place in it, has excited a sym-
pathy for him with medical men in all parts of the State of unprecedented extent.

Mr. Clinton was so sensible of it that he once actually nominated him for health

officer, and was upon the point of doing it again the very week when he died. His
removal if made could only be placed on political grounds, and as he was a zealous

Jackson man at the last election that could not have been done ivithout danger.
Butler feels less than anv of his friends.

Yours truly, M. V. BUREN.
I had promised not to interfere and did not.

Jesse Hoyt Esq.
Dear Sir—It is impossible to judge correctly without a view of the whole

ground. Some two or three weeks before the meeting of the Legislature, Sudam
by letter requested my neutrality. I shewed it to Mr. Butler, and, with his appro-

bation, replied, that I would consider it my duty, under all circumstances, not to

interfere. Bronson"s friends had the address to push Dudley into the Senate, and
MARCY WAS SO SITUATED THAT I MUST MAKE HIM A JUDGE OR
RUIN HIM. These circumstances gave color to the clamour about Albany dicta-

tion, which it became necessary to respect. No one was better satisfied than Mr.
Butler of the impolicy and positive impropriety of my interference, as matters stood.

My friend Campbell is certainly wrong if he blames me. He was as anxious to

have Manley retained as to have Hitchcock appointed, and the amount of his

advice, therefore, was, that I should give the two most valuable offices to two old

Federalists who never acted with us till last fall, and that to the exclusion of a

young man who, with all his connexions, have been Republicans in the worst of

times—who has already been sorely persecuted, and whose firmness SAVED US
AT THE HERKIMER CONVENTION^or, had it not beenfor thefearless and

prompt stand taken by Dr. Westervelt after the first informal ballot, PITCHER
WOULD UNDOUBTEDLY HAVE BEEN NOMINATED. After all, it is

very doubtful whether he gets through the Senate. INIr. Schenck is co-operating
with the opposition in the Senate, and all the old enemies of Tompkins, to get him

rejected. About one third of the Senate are absent, and the probability is that he
will fail. If so, I shall not nominate Havens. I have been very friendly to him,
and have done all that was necessary to secure him (with good conduct on his

part) in his present place, and I can never lend myself to promote the views of
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those who coalesce with our enemies to sacrifice Republicans who stay at home,
and trust to their friends that they may get their places. / should not have given

Manky the office originally if I could have found a competent Republican to take it.

But being [injcompetent and poor I could not think it proper to remove one Clin-

tonian Jackson man to put in another. Dr. McNeven rvas his own only competitor.

Targee has had as little to do with the matter as you have, and less than Mr.

Bloodgood, or about as much. I regret the state of affairs with you. It will work
itself clear in the end. The general remedy is an alteration of the time of your
charter elections. Believe me to be, very sincerely your friend,

M. V. BUREN.
Albany, Feb. 8, 1829.

Barker yesterday presented his formal complaint against the Recorder. He be-

haved with gr^at propriety, you must say nothing of my views in regard to Havens.

(Post mark Washington.) Washington, 7 Feb., 1829.

Dear H.—I have your letter for the Major [Noah,] who has not yet arrived—
when he does he shall have it. When the time comes to strike there is no man for

whom I would do more than for our friend Mr. C [Coddington,] none deserves

more than he does. You are mistaken—Ohio is for itself. I expect soon to hear the

result of your ballotings. Very truly yours,
C. C. CAMBRELENG.

New York, Feb. 13th, 1829.

Dear Hoyt—I have seen Al. Coe, he has signed in your favor, making five ; and

he informs me there is no doubt of your getting the eight that voted for you in

caucus—and in addition I have no doubt you will get Lee, which is all that is

required.
You no doubt remember what I told you three weeks before the election of

Mayor, Tliat Bowne must and should be the Mayor—that I seldom failed in what I
undertook in earnest (particularly for other people

—how it will be with myself I

know not) in the way of politics.

The result will be this in the end. You'll be District Attorney and Sherman
Clerk.

Noah's having gone to AVashington, several of those who voted for him in caucus

have left him, under the impression he will get something there.

His claims are certainly far greater than Sherman's and I have not the least

doubt he would have succeeded but for this impression.
You may rest assured I shall leave nothing undone that can be done fairly and

honorably to promote your interest.

General Duff Green was elected Printer to the House on Teusday by a majority
of two votes, and General Jackson was in the neighbourhood and expected in

Washington on Wednesday.
I observe that ourfriend Silas Wright, Jr. Esq., has reached Albany.
I want you to go with Cargill and Arnold to the Chancellor, to Judge Marcy,

the Comptroller, and Secretary of State.

If they do not like to sign my naked application, you'll please draw up a joint

letter for them to sign in my favor, addressed to our two Senators in Congress,

stating they are personally acquainted with me, and recommending me as a suitable

person to fill the office of Surveyor and Inspector of the Port of New York.

This I want you to attend to without delay, as they may get committed.

Recollect that T. L. Smith (the Calhoun man,) is a candidate—don't let him or

his friends know that I am an applicant until after we get all the signers we can.

If any thing of interest occurs I will write you again. Yours truly,
" Jesse Hoyt, Esq." J. I. CODDINGTON.

Address,
" Jesse Hoyt, Esq., Albany." Per G. Tucker, Esq.

" SUNDAY morning. New York, Feb. 16, 1829.
" Dear Hoyt,—We had a full meeting THIS morning at Head Quarters—Al-

derman C. of the first was there—also Judge O. (I mean his brother Jesse,) Capt.

Coffin, &c. &c.
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We had under consideration the Major's letter from Washington, which you'll
see in this morning's Enquirer—also your nomination for District Attorney.
Alderman Cebra declines signing any paper, but says they know where to find

him, and is willing to go into a ballot immediately, and world vote for you.
Colonel Robert Arnold of New Jersey dined with me to day. He is just arrived

from Washington, and informs me that there is no doubt of our friend Governor
Van Buren's being Secretary of State.

I have availed myself to write thus much in time to send you through my neigh-
bour Gideon Tucker, who leaves here this morning, for Albany.

Very Respectfully, &c. J. I. CODDINGTON.

12ic. P'm'k. N. Y. 20 Feb. Address "Jesse Hoyt, Esq., care of Lorenzo

Hoyt, Esq., Albany."

New York, Feb. 20th, 1829.
Dear Sir—I am in receipt of your favours of the 16th and 18th, and am pleased to

learn that Mr. T. L. Smith is not an applicant
—but really I don't understand the

impropriety of getting the support of our Republican Friends in the Legislature,
whether from Town or Country.

It is not a new thing. I have known it to be done both in this State, and also in

other states, by persons applying for offices under the General Government.
I remember signing/or thefriends of several of the Country Members the winter

I was at Albany, but if I recollect right I told you my object in getting the Country
Members loas not so much ivith the view of strengthening me as it ivas to prevent
othersfrom getting them.

I shall be perfectly satisfied with any course you and my other friends may think

proper to adopt.
Before the receipt of your last letter I saw Al. C. of the 1st on Change yester-

day. He asserted boldly that he would support you for District Attorney.
He cannot nor dare not back out.

I called to day at Coe's to know if any more had signed, but he had not the pa-
per, and informed me that the Recorder had it—and I 'intend to see it to-morrow,
(would to-day but for the violent snow storm—at least 12 inches has fallen since

morning,) and endeavour to get the 9 to sign, and I think there is no doubt of

getting that number.
I observe you wish it kept a secret that our friend the Governor is going to

Washington.—Why even our opponents know it here
As I have got Allen and Bogardus, would it not be well enough to get our other
two Senators from this district?—This I leave entirely to you to do or not to do.
Muir (General) tells me that Arnold told him that he had got the Chancellor on,
but as you say nothing about, tho't perhaps he was mistaken.

If he has not signed should like you to get him.

I have one more favor to ask you—let me know the day that Mr. Van Buren will

probably leave Albany for Washington.
Your friend J. I. CODDINGTON.

In a long letter of Feb. 23d, 1829, per mail, J. I. Coddington says he has had a
confidential letter from a M., of C, Wash'n, announcing who the members of the
Jackson Cabinet were (it was correct)

—Codd'n bids Hoyt take the list to Gov.
V. B.—he then winds up—"

I have to renew my request in mine of Saturday, which is, that you'l assertain
as near as you can what time Mr, Van Buren will leave Albany."" P. S. I open this to say that my Washington letter says that the general opin-
ion was that Gen. Jackson meant to take of his friends. J. I. C."

Per Mail—"Jesse Hoyt, Esq., Albany." Post-mark, N. Y., 29th March 12^
cents, red ink.

"
Confidential. New York, March 29th, 1829.

My dear Sir—I have received your favor of the 25th.

My interview with Mr. Van Buren was not quite as satisfactory as I could wish
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or indeed had a right to expect, after hearing what Silas Wright, Jr. said to Arnold.

I will explain further when I see you.
It may all end very well, but lam prepared to hear ofNoah, or Hector Craig receiv

ins the appointment.
You no doubt have heard ere this that Major Swartwout, of Hoboken, is to be

Collector of New York. He told me so himself.

The General had promised it to him, provided he could make certain arrange-

ments, which he says he very soon accomplished, and sent on—and expects his

Commission on Tfwsday morning. But notwithstanding all he says, Alley, Fish,

and others dont believe it, or rather wont believe it.

Frank Ogden, it is said, will go to Liverpool. You well recollect that Cambreleng

expects this appointment.
Thus (if true) are TWO OF THE VERY BEST OFFICES in the gift of the

Government GIVEN TO PERSONAL FRIENDS, and ivithout even consulting

his Cabinet.

There is considerable dissatisfaction here that Mr. Van Buren was not at Wash-

ington sooner.

Messrs. Bailey, Alley, Bloodgood and Fish, and others, called on Governor Van

Buren on Monday, and expressed to him what they deemed the icishes of the Party
—

that Thompson, Duer, <SfC. ought to be removed.

The Governor told them that he had received a long letter from you respecting

removals—but particularly about the District Attorney.
It is said C. D. Colden is a candidate forDuer's place. If so, there is another

personal friend of the GeneraFs in your way.
IF THE PRESIDENT Pf:RSUES THIS COURSE THE PARTY IS

RUINED, AND THE SOONER WE BEGIN TO BUILD UP A NEW
THE BETTER.*

Let me hear from you again soon, and believe me to be yours truly,
•^ ^

J. I. CODDINGTON.f

James A. Hamilton, Acting Secretary of State, Washington, to Jesse Hoyt, at

New York.
Department of State, March 10, 1829.

Dear Sir—I have with pleasure received your letter. As to Mr. Duer, I will say

to you, as I said to his Brother-in-law Mr. Bunner—" While I am not called upon

to make an effort to displace Duer, his conduct on an occasion of great feeling and

delicacy, (the controversy with Mr. King about the ' Hamilton Papers ")
was not

such as to occasion regret to me if he should I. 'O.-e his office, or to mduce me to turn

a finger to retain him." / agree ivith you entirely in tlie propriety ofmaking changes

FOR THE REASON YOU SUGGEST.
With very great regard, your friend and servant,^^ ^ ^

JAMES A. HAMILTON.

Franked, S. D. Ingham, Treasury Department.
" Jesse Hoyt, Esq., New York."

Dear Sir—I have received yours.
The District Attorneys have usually been recommended by the Secretary of the

Treasury—but often the applications have been made directly to the President.

* Coddin-ton afterwards eol the New York Post-office. It is evident that pelf was the rulin? principle

with him llad it not been, he would not have dreamt of deserting those he had acted with, and endeav-

orin- to raise a mutiny in the republican camp, because General Jackson had given away one or two out of

60 000 offices. He is fond of intrigue and management, hence his friendship for Van Buren. At the 8lh of

Jakuary dinner, at Tammany Hall, this year, his toast was "Governor \an Buren-/»s fdehty as a par-

tisan—\i\s talent and integrity as a statesman, have secured him the choice of the people.

t That Messrs Coddin-'ton and Swartwout were upon as intimate and friendly terms with each other as

Messrs. Swartwout and Hovt, at the time when Coddington threatened to mutiny and build up a new party

10 oppose Jackson's measures, is evident from the following among other private letters :

Mr J I Coddington, to Collector Swartwout. New iork. May 6th, 1S29.

Dear Sir—Mr. Isaac'Warren Is'the Old Democratic Republican in whose favor I spoke to you sometime

since He has been trying to gel an appointment from Mr. Thompson, the last seven years-^and hope he

may now succeed. Mr. White and Mr. McDermutt have also requested me to speak to you in their favor

for a situation. / have also to request that so able and efficient an officer as Mr.
^f^^'y.f^^^J^ '"X""'

be removed. Yours most respectfully,
J. I. COUUIISOIUIN.
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As to the several particulars noticed in your favor, I can only say that it be-

comes us to speak rather in action than by words, lest the latter may be misunder-

stood—the former cannot be.

Excuse short letters—necessity compels me to be verv brief.

Yours smcerely,

'

S. D. INGHAM.
Washington, 11 March, '29.

Washington City, March 14, 1829.

Jesse Hoyt, Esq., New York.
Mv Dear Sir,

—I have been favored with your esteemed letter,

dated the 9th inst. In reply to your question, I will state, that from no other person

excepting yoursslf have I received any communication touching the office of District

Attorney.

"

Mr. Sanford tells me he has also received a letter from you, and that tho

office in question, the bestowment of it, is with the Department of State
;
Mr. Van

Buren will, of course, have much to say in it, and to whom you observe that you
have written. There will not be any removals from office before the Senate adjourns,
at least from offices in your city, as I am informed. It was expected that we should

adjourn this day sine die ; but we meet again on Monday, when there will, I have

no doubt, be an absolute adjournment.
The appointments are all announced in the papers

—the few nominations left to

act on are of a military nature—Brevets, &c. With great respect, I am, dear Sir,

your faithful and obed't serv't, CHAS. E. DUDLEY.
P. S. I shall have the pleasure of seeing you at New York on my way home,

most probably.
C. E. D.

Mr. Lorenzo Hoyt to his brother Jesse.

Albany, March 17, 1829.

My Dear Brother,—I have received your letters of late—those on the subject

of District Attorney among the rest, and I have seen and read the one to Mrs.

Butler. It seems to me to have been labour lost, for at the last conversation I had

with her about the Washington expedition, she seemed as firm in her opposition as

ever. What they will ultimately conclude about it, I donH know ; they will probably
come to no determination at present. I also saw your letter to Mr. Butler. His

opinions and feelings had undergone a great change about the District Attorney rr.ct-

ter sinc3 he saw you. I met him in at Mr. Y. Buren's, Saturday afternoon, and the

conversation between us three, who were alone, accidentally turned upon that subject ;

and Mr. Butler then observed, that he began to think quite differently about it ; and

hs now says, what I could not but think he would say, that he can do nothing for

Duer. He thinks your last letter places the subject on a strong ground ; and that

such arguments, addressed to Mr. Van Buren, would be very aft to hindle a propn-

feeling of resentment AGAINST A SET OF MEN WHO HAVE NOT IT
IN THEM TO BE HONEST AND TRUE TO HIM. Mr. Van Buren

observed, on the occasion that I have mentioned, that he had had a letter from you
that morning, and that you had set about the matter with a very determined spirit.

I further understood hiin to say, that he should not interfere, especially to save Ducr.

Before much had been said on the subject we were interrupted by persons coming
in. I am a good deal surprised that Mr. Van Buren can be neutral in this, and that

he will not lend the utmost loeight of his influence to displace from office such men cs

John Duer. He ought to be satisfied by this time, that that class of men can never

be his real or pretended friends, any further than is necessary to promote their own
interest

;
but strange as it may seem, I do believe that his fear of the effect of such a

measure, is the only motive that loould prevent his conferring upon W. A. Ducr any

office loithin his disposal. You will probably see him when in New York, and y(m

ought then to present your views to him in the plainest manner. If we have been

struggling for the success of Jackson and the acquisition of political power, for the

benefit of our opponents, I wish to know it, so that I may know how to act hereafter.

From the manner in which the President has exercised his power thus far, I am
inclined to think, that he will go

" the whole Hog."
Mr. Van Buren left this morning about 11 o'clock. Mr. Butler went with him as

fai as Kiaderhook or Hudson. Write me.
Yours affiictjonately \>- ^-
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[Addressed to N. York—post mark Albany.]

Jesse Hoyt Esq. Albany, March 19th, 1829.

My Dear Sir—I have not been able to furnish Chancellor Walworth with
a copy of 's answer, my original copy liavino; got into that celebrated recep-
tacle of Chancery papers, from which nothing is ever to be withdrawn—the draw
or bushel basket, (I don't know which.) of his venerable predecessor
I wish I had time to say something of your last letter, but as the hour for cksing
the mail is at hand I must defer, and if I defer the whole matter will tumble into

]^imho, for I never can undertake to answer an old letter. You do me injustice in

your mode of stating the case. As between you and .lohn Duer I never can hesi-

tate You are not only the oldext friend, lut most assuredly HAVE IHE
S TRONGEST POSSIBLE CLAIMS UPON UY.—claims ichich I hope to con-

vince you I hace not forgotten, and can neverforget.
Mrs B. continues to think illy not only of the Washington people, but of your

arguments in its favor. I shall submit the matter wholly to her decision, though
my judgment, not less than my inclination, tells me she is wrong in some of her

objections
—if not in all. Most truly yours,

B. F. BUTLER.

CHAPTER Xm.

Broivnson on Besforations. Su-articotit to Hoyt. Office Hunting.
—"

to the Victors

belong the Spoils
'''

Jesse advised to
^''

push like a Devil." He does so. Addresses

Secy. Van Bvren. Bryan Farrall. Help your friends. Heroiis—^^ Hood nobly
shed." lietributive justice, dfc. Fudolfh Bvnntr's bargain. Comrrnnir's bet.

Jesse hits hard—threatens to issue
" the Life and Adventures of John Buer"—

Likes Clay and Jaclson s boldness.

The reader, now admitted behind the scenes, cannot fail to recognize the wonder-

ful accuracy of Mr. Brownson"s views as to the inevitable effect which the return to

power of Mr. Van Buren and his followers must have had. Mr. Polk"s election is

but the least of two evils, but it is the least.

•• Considerate men, who stood by Mr. Van Buren, and made no inconFrderable pa-

crifices to sustain bini, felt that all was not lost ; nay, that tie gain might, possibly,
in the lnn2 run, overba!;ince the loss. Mr. Van Biiien, lliey felt, v\as out of the way,
and thip, in itself, was no trilling gain. Hope sprang up afjesh, and, in the buoyancy
of their hearts, they weie disposed to treat liiui wiih all iciiderness, to tiend lighily
on liis fiult.«, to forget the injuries he inflicted on the Republican cai.se, and to nuig-
nifv, as much as possible, his virtues and pi;hlic services. . . . But the ie-;ippear-
ance of Mr. Van Huien on the sta<;e clian^.cs ihe whole aspect of afiairS. He «on es

not alone, hut as il e chief of u hand, v\ hich tl e (ounliy fad de\ ouilj i oped \\as dis-

perse. I, never to be collected again. He comes as the iepiesentali\e of tl^e san^e old

<o:-n:pt and corrupting system of paity tactics, follo\ved by lie fiime swiiitn of eieedy
spoilsmen, with their appetite (or plunder siuiipened l)y the few \e us' abrtiiieiue

they hive been forced, thiough the lemains of the original xirtue and patriotism of
the country, to practi.^c. Gratify Iii.s wishes, lestore him to tl e place he is peisonally
soli iiiii;/, and Me lose all that was good '" the defeat of the Republican party in 18-10,

anil retain oulv the evil
;
wc restore what, with an ahriost uiileiiid ofctioit, the coun-

ti y Ind thio«n off, and place the Republican party in the condition in which it must
be defeated again, or the country inetiievably ruined."

Collector Swartwout to Collector Hovt.

Washington, 14 March, 1829.

My Dear .Tessika—Your very beautiful and intire interesting letter of the 8th was
received in due course of law. ] ho'd to yovr doctrine fvlhj, that JN'O Tl- D
RASCAL WHO MADE USE OF HIS OFFICE OR ITS PROFITS for the

purpose of keeping Mr. Adams in, and Gen. Jackson out of power, is entitled to the

hast lenity or mercy, save that of hanging. So we think both alike on that head.

^Vii9iher ox tot, I shall get any tiing in the general scramble for plunder, re-
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mains to be proven : but I rather ^7/^55 T shall. What it will be is not yet so certain
;

perhaps Keeper of the Bergen light house.

I rather think Massa Pomp stands a smart chance of going somewhere, perhaps
to the place you have named or to (he Devil.

Your man, if you want a place, is Col. Hamilton. He being now the second

officer in the Government of the Union, and in all probability, our next President.

Mik3 your suit to him, then, and you will get what you want. I know Mr. Ing-
ham slightlv, and would recommend you to PUSH LHvE A DEVIL, if you

expect any thing I'rom that quarter. I can do you no good in any quarter of ihe

world, having mighty little influence beyond Hoboken. The great goers are tlie

new men ; the old troopers being all spavined and ringboned from previous hard

travel. I've got the hots, the fet-lock, hip-joint, gravel, halt and ibui ders : aii'l I

ass\ire you if I can only keep my own leges, I shall do well ; but I'm darned if I can

carry any weight with me. When I left home, I thought my nag sound and s'rung,

but the beast is rather broken down here. I 11 tell you more about it when 1 see you
in New York.

In seriousness, my dear Sir, your support must come from Mr. Van Beuren and

Mr. Col. Hamilton; I could not help you any more than your clerk; it' I had the

ability, rest assured I would do it whhout prompting.
Tell Robert Sands that I am oftended with him ; he promised to write to me and

Mr. II. on business, and he hns not done it. My best respects to him. I shall be

home in two or three days. Till when, do all you can to imi rove your fortunes,

and believe sincerely Yours SAM. SWARTWOUT.

Mr. Jesse Hoyt to Hon. Martin, Van, Buren.

Saturday, 11 o'clock. A. M.. March 21, 1829.

Dear Sir,—I am under the necessity itf leaving this evening so as to lie in

Albany Monday morninif at the opening of the Court of Chancery, and I presume I

shall not be able to see you. The man whom I had spoken to as your valet has

called every day this week to see when you was to be in town, but I have not seen

him ti)-dav, but I have left word at my ofRce if he calls to send him to the City
Hotel. His name is Brijan FarraU. He has good recommendations from Mr. W.
B. Astor. He has lived whh Mr. Prime, from whom I have learned more p;irticu-

lirly his character. He is very capable, sober, hoae.-t—his only fault is his l)ad

temper, for which Mr. Prime discharued him—but a man who would not suit Mr.

Prime in this particular, would never have occasion to exhibit that failing to you,
but of this you are to judge. As a general rule it is an objection to a servant. He
is married, but would leave his family here. This is all t have to say on domestic

concerns, and what else I have to say is not upon subjects of less importance, but

which you may (and, as the world goes, perhaps justly,) consider as partaking a

little of selfishness—but, as Mr. Richie said the other day in a letter to Mr. Noah,
" Mr. Van Beuren must tell the truth to General Jackson." So I ought to tell the

truth to you, and I will do so, at the hazard of forfeiting your confidence and g(>(»d

opinion ; for, if I have it now I am under serious apprehensions that I cannot retain

it long without abandoning all political honesty, consistency, and "
strais:ht fonvard-

ness.'^ I take it for granted that all who do not support the present administration

you will not consider your friends, and of course will lose your confidei:c3. 1 have

said from the commencement of the contest that I would not support any adrninis-

tration who would support men in power that had contributed to overlhiow the

democratic party in this State. I have preached this doctrine tco long, and it has

taken too a footing here, to be easily got rid of. This is not only the doc-

trine in theory, but we require it to be reduced to practice by the servants of the

peoph to whom we have temporarily delegated the trust. I speak now the univesal

sentiments of the democracy of this city, and you may rely upon it no man can be

sustained who aids or abets in the disappointment of the just expectations of ihe

people on this subject
—and all personal considerations and private fiiendships mi:st

yield to 'political justice. The leading politicians of this city (Mr. Tarpee ard Mr.

Bowne excepted) require the removal of Mr. Jonathan Thompson ;
and Mr. Rcwne

will rut in jeopardy his own situation by attempting to sustain Mr. Thomjson.
Mr. Peter Stagg and the appraiser everybody seems to take for granted will be

removed. We have in this Slate fought off the infamous charges against General
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Jackson and yourself and gave the lie to the authors and publishers of them. To
continue those in power who contributed to sustaining these charges would but

admit ihe truth of them, and throw back a rebuke upon us for contradicting them.

T>iis rebuke is ^injust, and ice trill not receive it icilh imfuniiyfrom an adrninistrctinn

ivhich V\' E THE PEOPLE have created. Nor can we sanction the doctrine of the

administration, or any of its members, buying up lis enemies at the expense of its

frisnds.
" The blood of the martyrs is the seed of the church," and that Hood

xohich we nobly shed in 1824 in df fending our principles and ovr party is still curdled

ly the recollection of OUR SUFFERINGS in that memorable fight, and we will

not now permit it to be handed over to the mercy or magnanimity of these who
were the cause of its being shed—but we ask that retributive justice shall be dealt

out to those ichofrom that time to this have not sheathed their swords or ceased in their

efforts to prostrate us. In calling upon our friends, to act in this matter, we shall,

as we always have done, repudiate the doctrine of neutrality. We shall expect

every man to take sides one way or the other, cither for or against removals. The
old maxim of " those not for us are against us," you have so often recognized that

its authority cannot be denied. I have one word to say upon a particular case about

which I am particularly excited for various reasons—it is the case of Mr. Duer. He
was appointed by Mr. Charles King, and his removal or retention is probably left

Avith you, at least so says Mr. Sanford and Mr. Dudley, if I read the letter of the

latter correctly. Mr. Bunner, I presume, has made his bargain ivith some Southern
Interest for his retention. I judge so from various circumstances, one of which is,

that Mr. Samuel L. Gouverneur offered a bet of $ 100 day before yesterday thai he

loould not be removed. He has his advices daily from Mr. Calhoun or some of his

friends, I have not the slighest doubt. The conversation I had with you at Allany
satisfiiid me that you would retain Mr. Duer if you could find a satisfactory apology.
Sincij which I have heard from Mr. Duer's friends that you would support him, and
f om yours that you would remain neutral. When I left Albany I was not a candi-

date, and I became so, as I wiote Mr. Ingham, hy the advice of my political friends,
Avho could insist upon Mr. D.'s removal. I told Mr. Bowne that I would not take
the office of District Attorney for this city if I could get it, till Mr. Duer was
removed, and now repeat that I will hold no office from any political party that will

keep Mr. Duer in his present station. The very idea that you would by thought or

died contribute to such a result has given me more awful feelings than I experienced
when I held a conversation with you in your room over Crittenden's dining room, in

the evening of the day of the choice of the Electors in 1824, when our very senses
were stunned by the shouts of Mr. Duer and his friends over their champagne in the

room below. What you told me in that conversation I well recollect, and I thought
you were serious and would not, under any circumstances, forget them at least for

six years, the ordinary statute limitation for parol promises : but if the statute had
attached the promises and the consideration have been received by Mr. Duer's con-

nection with Judge Thompson, Anti-Masonry, and God knows what, last fall
; and,

if I recollect right, Mr. D. was to be one of the body guard to give you an escort to

Kinderhook the Friday after the last November election. I do not remind you of
these things to excite your prejudices, but as evidence of overt acts against the

democracy of the State. To retain Mr. Duer would be to disappoint friends and

enemies, for it is considered by all upon general principles that he is to be removed,
and if he is retained you get no credit for it even from them. They will attribute it

to your fears, and your party friends will charge you with bargaining to buy up
your enemies at the expense of the party who have laboured to sustain you. There-
is a charm attending bold measures extremely fascinating

—it has given to Genercl
Jackson all his glory, and it will give to Mr. Clay hereafter power and strength,
and the speech he made at the Washington dinner is admired for its impudence* and
the manly spirit it breathes.

In regard to the applicants for Mr. Duer's place, I have nothing to say, further
than that it is not just to import a man from the country

—by this I mean Mr. Bun-
ner, who is not at heart with us, as you plainly discovered on your visit two j'ears

ago to Oswego—besides many other objections that could be raised, it would amount
to a re-appointment of Mr. Duer. I have done nothing since I wrote to you, in

legard to myself. Many people have offered to interfere in my behalf but I have

* 1 ihiak he intended lo say
'

independence.'
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delayed takinjj any measures till I had seen you. My first and principal object is

the removal of Mr. D., and when thai is done I am willing to leave my claims to the

justice and not to the poliaj of the appointing- power. If Mr. D. is not removed by
•the time I return from Albany, I shall visit Washington to hand, in person to every
member of the Cabinet " The Life and Adventvres of John Ducr''— for as Img as

God spares my life I shall not spare my exertions to get him out of office, as well as

all those who have betrayed their friends, their party, and their principles. In doing
this, however, I will not, as lie and his friends have done, viidate the sanctity of

private fiiendship and private confidence, but the means I shall resort to will be free

from concealment, but shall be open and manly, and upon the same principles that

has actuated me in opposing him during the late contest. I shall therefore, if driven

to go to Washington to prefer my complaints shall go, not as a candidate myself, for

I should not then be listened to with as much consideratiim as I otherwise should,
bee IUS3 men in power are not prone to look upon office seekers in so favorable a

light.
I have written this in the hurry of departure, and subject to the interruptions of

office business. I have not time to read it over and prune it of any doubtful expres-

sions, if any such there be. I therefore send it, subject to any explanations that may
be proper to convey my true meaning.

So far as I have taken a general or special view of the subject spoken of I nm
borne out by a vast mijority of your political friends in the city, all of whom feel

this to be a critical point in your political fate. The theorxj uf your address to the

Committee of the Legislature we all admire—the practice under it, if conformable

to the theory, is all that we require.
In great haste, very truly, your friend, J. HOYT.

Hon'ble M. Van Buren, W^ash'n.

CHAPTER XIV.

Secretary Van Buren- s reply
—Hoyt charged icith rudeness. Who had the President's

confidence. Hoyt's rejoinder
—he had no inherent love of office

—was no mercenary
politician

—had been educated by the Secretary. Curious story of N. Y. office seek-

ing. Jesse''s qualities. Sec''y In<rhnm on Place hunters. Cambreleng's efforts on

behalf of Coddington. The Whigs pitied. V. B.''s young tribe.

Secretary Van Buren, Washington, to Jesse Hoj't, Esq., New York. (Private.)
Free—M. Van Buren.
Dear Sir—I never expected to see the day when I should be constrained, as I

now am, to address you in the language of complaint. Nothing but my strong con-

viction of the extent and sincerity of your friendship could sustain me in resisting
the belief that you have a settled purpose to quarrel with me. Here I am engaged
in the most intricate and important affairs, which are new to me, and upon the suc-

cessful conduct of Avhich my reputation as well as the interests of the country depend,
and which keep me occupied from early in the morning, until late at night, and can

you think it kind or just to harrass me under such circumstances with letters, which
no man of common sensibility can read without pain ? Your letter to me at New
York contained many truths, for which I was thankful, and reflections which I

thought just, but the whole were expressed in terms so harsh, not to say rude, as to

distress me exceedingly. I have scarcely recovered from the effect of so great an
error in judgement, to say nothing else, when I am favored with another epistle
from you, still transcending its predecessor in its most objectionable features. I

must be plain with you. I have all my life, (at least since I have known you),
cherished the kindest solicitude for your welfare, and have manifested at least my
good will towards you, and should be extremely sorry to have occasion to change
those feelings, but it is due to us both that I should say, that the terms upon which

you have seen fit to place our intercourse are as inadmissable. It grieves me ex-

ceedingly, more than you imagine, to be obliged to say so. When I was favored

with your epistle in New York, I had just returned from an interview with Mr.

Bowne, in which I had made your immediate appointment as District Attorney, a

point that could be no longer delayed. I have since had an increased desire to see

it done, have taken steps to effect it, and with the mail that brings yotir accusatory
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letter, I have information that it shall be done ; but that you are hesitating whether

yoLi wi.l accept it or not. Let me advise you uithout giring my rrason why, to do so.

The story y<m tell [the word
illegible,'] as coming- from Mr. Hills (a man w ho if I

know him is without the slightest consideration in society) about the Presidents

great confidence in iMr. Berrien, and little in me, is the veriest stuff that could bo
CDnceived. The repetition of such idle gossip constrains me to say, what I am
almost ashamed to do, that I have found the President affectionate, confidential, and
kind to the last dejrree ;

and that I am entirely satisfied that there is no degree of

good feeling or confidence which he does not entertain for me. He has, however,
his own wishes and favorite views upon points which it is not my province to

attempt controul. Upon every matter he wishes to have the truth and respects it;

and will in the end satisfy all of the purity of his views and intentions. I have not

tim'? to add another word. Your friend and humble servant in extreme haste,

Washington, April 13, 1829. M. V. BUREN.

Mr. Jesse Hoyt to Mr. Secretary Van Buren, at Washington.

New York, April 24, 1F29.

Dear Sir,—I received your letter of the 13. on iMonday iiiorning last ai Albany,
and suffici'^iit time has elaps-d I think to enable me to answer ii without iiidulgii g
i I those feelings i:s perusal r)aturally gave rise to. 1 have not t,ow and at no time

have 1 had any
" settled purpose to tjuarrel ivith you,^^ for I have too often quarrelled

for you, 10 be at this time willing to quarrel ivith you. It would be extremely humil-

iating to me to be oblefy/ged to admit, that in all my intercourse wi h you 1 had not

suSicieni su^aciiy to understand your character ; and it would be rio less morifying
10 have cause to u isay all I have said for the las' 12 years, calculaied to adcance

your repu'atioii as a man, and your INTEGRITY as a poli.ician. When I fijst

cams to ihis city to live, your democratic adherents were not numerous—and with-

out any va'iity I may say that my exeriions tended to iicrease the number— and
un il I have beei found guil y of some overt act in derogation of my former conduct;

I question with great respect your right to make the insinuation your letter seems to

CO .vey.
As I am not favored Avith a bill of particulars of my

" itidiscretions
" " error of

judgme It," &c. &c
,
I am deprived of the power of explanation, but if the plain

truth, spoken in a plain way, renders " an intercourse inadmissable," ihe.i am I

content to be cut off fiom the world and the friends I have hiiheno been ardently
a tached to.

Every idea I conveyed in the letter you received from me while here wfre conveyed
tnore in reference to your interest thanmy own, and the l:ingu:ige in which ihey were
clohsd I supposed would hive been sufficiently softened by the reservaiion I made
at the close of the leiter—at least to such an extent as would have protected me
from the charge

'• of rudeness," which always de'racs from the gemlemai ly de-

ponmo.ii I am most arxious to preserve. The poli.ical sentiment of thai letter I

still adhere to. iMy political principles T inherited from a '•

long line of ancestors
"

rsuch as th^v were.) MY POLITICAL EDUCATION I AM MAINLY IN-
DEBTED TO YOU FOR, and the principles I imbi'wd from birth as well as educa-
lin 1 cannot be eradiated at this time of life. I HAVE NOT MADE POLITICS A
MATTER OF DOLLARS AND CENTS, NOR HAVE I ADHERED TO
PARTY WITH THE HOPE OF GAIN, but I hnve l.bored in ihem under

your imnnsdiue auspicies for 12 yenrs with the leading motive to serve you. but

ag.iinst the advice of muiy powerful business friends. During this time j'ou have
ra3t with occasioiial reverses, and I believe my fidelity and faiihfulness, and even
simi desr''e of efficiency to you, were never ques'.ioned by any one—nor am I

awarf^ of having evinced any disposition to shrink from the consequenci s of adversity
which attended you. If p-^rchance I should now fliil to pour out heariless adulatioa

liss copiously than scycophants and intregers who have the good fortune to sur-

round your person at ihis time, it may be a just ground
" for letting me down the

wind a prey lo fortune." I have no ambition to be in the train of great mcii. if I

am to sacrifice my independence or to be prohibited in expressing an honest opinion.
I frAiiklv admit I wrote the letter referred to under some excitement. I wasi^ssurt'd

by Mr Duers friends that you had promised to sus'ain him. My conversation wiih

you at Albany led me to the same conclusion. I had that morning- received ioforma-
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lion from Albany that you had spoken lo Governor Throop, at ihe request and in

behalf of Judge Duer, for Vice-Chaiicellor. If ihis was not enough lo jus ify plain

dealing from one who had given some proofs of devoiion lo you, ar.d who ftli llio

greai inlerest you had al siake, I am at a loss lo know what would have he^-u.

J know the sense of your parlizans in relation to these nien, and I know a more indis-

creet measure you could not have adopted, if you desired to retain your power aiid

i.ifluence with ihe party 10 which you have acknowledgvd obligauoiss.
As I wrote that letter my confidential clerk copied the sheets (I kept a copy

without reading over the original or even the copy before I got to Albany) for the

purpose of enabling me to shew it to Mr. Butler. I did so, and he remarked that it

was all right, and he was glad I wrote it. He said the ideas were very strongly

expressed but the reservation I refer to rendered that harmless in point of language,
and 1 must therefore confess I was surprised to find that the character of the

language I used had found its way to your
"

Sensibility," or that you could for one
moment consider me guilty of " rudeness." As to the other letter, 1 am equally

surprised at the exception. If these were considered exceptionable, then I fear the

one I wrote covering one to Mr. Hamillon would be deemed still more so. I had
reason to be dissatisfied with Mr. Hamilton for having misled me in his letter eaily
in March. I may have written the last letter under the influence of that feeling.
When I tell you, however, that I meant nothing inconsistent with my former rela-

tion to you, and thai I shall not hereafter obtrude cither my opinions or advice vpon
you in relation to any subject, I should hope I had made satisfactory atonement.
I am perfectly aware of the responsibility of your situation, and God knows there

is no man living that would be more gratified than I should to have you acquit

yourself with reputation. I am very much o/;/ee^<,'ef/ to you for your interference

wilh Mr. Bowne. I shall not get that place, and I can tell you hoAv I was

kept out of it. Mr. Maxwell, when he got alarmed, goes to Judge Hoffman
and tells him he was to be removed, and that his son, Ogden, had better be a candi-

date for the office. Mr. Bowne tells Riker, confidentially and he tells an Alderman,
that you would be pleased to see me put there. This comes to the ear of Hoff-

man, and he goes to all the Clintonian Aldermen, .... of the 4th and 8th

wards, &c. &c., and insinuates this idea to them, and with all the adroitness

peculiar to that family, rakes up old prejudices, enlists Duer, who is attached to

young Hoffman, with all the coodies, high minded, and Clintonians, and I was
defeated. Duer was in the thickest of this. ISo Clintonian in the Legislature
voted for Butler, save one or two ; not one of the corporation voted for me. We
had becoru" o'moxious for our services in the cause of another leader. There is not

I'id staunch democracy enough in the Common Council to elect me. It is not then
si. prisiag ihat my inveteracy to that concern, coodies, high minded and all, should
be ao strong as it is. Mr. Duer is now playing the same game that Maxwell play-
ed on Wednesday (James Campbell authorised me to say so)

—he went to .ludge
Hoffman and told him that he had such information as satisfied him that he would
be removed, and that he did not know why his son Ogden should not be appointed.
Mr. Duer had then been informed that Mr. Hamilton had the option to take ihe
oflice. He told me on Tuesday that Mr. Hamilton could not take it, for on that

subject he was " Committed on paper." Mr. Bunner told me the same thing on

Monday, at Albany. After this Mr. Duer goes to Judge Hoffman, and, with what
motive it is not difficult to divine.

I did state to Mr. Bowne that, as things now stood, I could not J'.rcept the office

of Attorney for this County, nor can I if it could be given ine, after what I write

you, with any degree of honor. I informed the gentlemen who were instrumental
in getting up a caucus here on Saturday and Wednesday last, (which, by the bye,
were perfect abortions,) that I had no expectations of Mr. Duers office, for I knew
fnnn the beginning if you ivere not for tne it icas idle to say any thing on the subject ;

and I need not say that I have not been promised any aid from you, though I

thought then and now think I had strong claims on you as a party man and a

personal friend—and such I undertake to say is the universal sentiment of every
body here, of all parties who have witnessed my exertions to sustain you against
the infamous attacks of your enemies. More than 20 leading men here tendered
their nam^s, and among the rest Mr. J. C. Hamilton ; vour silence induced me to

decliae tbo prgffer. I HAVE KO INHERENT LOVE OF OFFICE, aud I
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have not therefore studied discretion or Aveighed pronouns and adverbs in my letters

to " Constitutional advisers
" and advisers not constitutional at Washington. I

hnow THE EXACT EXTENT of my preteiisious, my services, claims, CAPACITY, and
POWER—they are small and inconsiderable—but when all or any of them— shall

not be properly respected by those whom I think ought to respect them, I should be

unwilling to submit in silence without being alarmed at any fate that might await

me. Political JideUti/, untiring industry and jjerseverance will one day or other find

their value in the political market. These qualities I claim to possess, and which I

deem important ingredients in forming and which nearly make up a capital, on
which one can commence business on his own account. It would grieve me as

much and infinitely more than it possibly could you to be under the necessity of

differing so far as to lead to a severance of that friendship which I know has ex-

isted. You have the power to make me District Attorney, but I could not suffi-

ciently abhor mvself if I was " to quarrel with you
"

for omitting to do it. Yet if

Mr. Duer is not removed or any but a democrat is appointed I should do violence

to the principles you have taught me not to be dissatisfied ; and I do not think your
nature is so much changed as that you would reqtiire me to withhold the expression
of that dissatisfaction. Lorenzo tells me I had better abandon all ideas of political

preferment till the coodies and high minded have become exterminated. Perhaps
he is right. I have said all 1 have to say, and perhaps more than I should have

said, but the ground upon which your letter places us seemed to require equal can-

dor on my part. I will not attempt to disguise the fact that my feelings were such

toward you that I fancied I was entitled to know the principles upon which you
were to dispense your political power, a?id to he informed frankly whither it was ex-

pedient to ask for the place of an obnoocious incumbent. The confidence I should

have reposed in your friendly advice, which I thought myself entitled to. but which
was withheld, would have satisfied me, whatever it might have been. Your total

silence on this subject, with the apprehension attending it, led to the anxiety to be

informed whether your friends and enemies were to be put in, hotch-potch, without

any more adhesive qualities than oil and water, and which could never be reduced

to a reasonable consistence. It was not inconsistent with my regard for you to

point to the danger of such a course
;
whether I have by so doing forfeited your

confidence is a matter somewhat lessened in importance to me, from a conviction of

the puritv of my motives, Y'et, as I ever have been, Your friend,
J. HOYT.

Hon. S. D. Ingham, Secretary Treasury, to Jesse Hoyt, Esq., N. Y .
—Franked,

Washington, April 14.

W^ashington, 14 April, 1829.

Dear Sir—Your favor is duly received, but you must permit me to say in great

soberness, that an excitement without reason cannot be founded in sober judgment,
and ought never to be made the cause of action on the part of an administration,
who are bound to consult, in great soberness, the great interests of the country, and

not the feverish feeling even of the best of friends, for which no reason can be

given.
If there were an enemy menacing your good city with desolation, that would be

a good reason for excitement, or if it was known that your Collector ivas embezzling
the public money, or corrupting the Community by official abuses, there loould be good
excuse ; but really for so many wise men as we claim among our friends in New
York to suffer themselves to be put into hysteric spasms because of the continuance of
Mr. Thompson to collect the duties a few days or iveeks longer, or shorter, is realty
matter of surprise

—and if it indicates any thing for consideration here, it is, that it

would be better to let the Fever evaporate before we throw in any more stimulants

[or stimolous]. I am sure that sedatives are better adapted to such a condition than

any other prescription
—but to be more serious, my Dear sir, let me tell you that

there is a vast mass of selfish interest at work abroad, to excite jealousies among us

here, and produce distraction, by which some may ride into office on one hobby,
some on another, while we are endeavormg to stand unmoved by those ruffling

passions, and by harmonious action, to keep the ship steady on her course—and I

should hope there was soberness enough among you to resist the impotence of

expectants, until their vain hopss shal^ yield to reason and eommoa MQua-
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There is, moreover, you must know an immense mass of severe and constant

labor to be performed by the officers of the government, and much more severe to

those who come newly into office. These duties cannot be postponed, and I do
assure you that I am compelled daily to file away long lists of recommendations, dfc.

without reading them, although I ivork 18 hours of the 24, ivith all my dilligence.
The appointments can be postponed

—other matters cannot—and it was one of the

prominent errors of the late administration, that they suffered many important public
interests to be neglected, while they were cruizing about to secure or buy up
partizans.

This ICC must not do, and hence it is only at intervals,
" few and far between,"

that we can find a moment's time to consider appointments.
Then let us come to New York—
Our friends there have settled down on about two of the appointments, but you

are wholly unsettled as to the CoUectorship ;
and I believe as to D. A.,* and yet such

impatience !

Why, Sir, let me tell you, that one of our best, and I had almost said, ablest

friends in Baltimore, left here on the 6th March, leaving his imprecation behind

him, because he was not appointed to an office, not then vacant, and because we
had not removed all the Administration Inspectors, not one of whom could have
been known here, and of whom they have not yet accurately informed me.
He has since come to his senses—tJie Inspectors are chiefly removed, and matters

are getting right there.

Boston, too, has been in a fever, where our friends were so strong, that they
have divided into two parties.

Providence, too, has had a ferment, where we had 72 votes, all told.

There has also been the same at Little Egg Harbour, where we had five votes !

These matters proceed from the morbid parts of our system—but nothing can
sink deep which is not founded in something rational and substantial.

Are you not wearied with my long letter? I am.
It is the most lengthy epistle I have written, since I was dubbed Secretary

—and

despair of getting time to write such another, for this year at least.

Yours truly, S. D. INGHAM.

Mr. Camireleng to Mr. Jesse Hoyt.

Private. Washington, 10th Jan'y; 1833.

Dear H.—I wish you to show the enclosed letter' to Mr. Jackson. Mr. Mc
Lane, besides which that letter contains (which is a true statement) had other rea-

sons which cannot be explained on paper. There was no deceprion
—no want of

influence about it—the question rested on other grounds altogether.

Say to our friend C. [Coddington] in answer to his enquiries, that I had this

morning a frank and full conversation with Mr. Barry, whp tells me that he never
authorized Mr. Smith to believe that he would appoint bin?, and that he had no idea

of doing any such thing. Mr. Smith's going on to New York has done him

injury
—he mil not get the office. It is well understood by the President, Mr. Barry,

and by all who have any influence here, that when a change takes place Mr. C.

will undoubtedly be the man. Although I cannpt and will not be instrumental in

the removal of Mr. Gouverneur, I will take care that our republican friends shall

not be disappointed for the last time. When a change takes place, Mr. Coddington
will be the choice of the President and the P. M. G.

Sincerely yours, C. C. CAMBRELENG.
E? Your letter is destroyed

—do the like with this—Gov. Throop and Mr. Craig
were nominated to-day.

Jesse Hoyt, Esq., New York. Free—M. Van Buren.

My Dear Sir,—I send you with the greatest pleasure the letter

you desire for our friend Phelps. I have been here for a ievf days where the

Enemy is using very desperate efforts. I almost begin to pity the poor Whigs,

* U. S. District Attorney, So. Dis. N. Y.
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Their next cognomen will be Democrats—remember what I say. I think you ought
at some of your meetings, to call upon them, as our friends have done in Philadel-

pliia, to give notice by what name thev mean to pass next year.
In haste, very trulv yours, M. VAN BUREN.

Kinderhook, Oct. 21, 1834.

Extract of a letter—Edward Livingston to Jesse Hoyt—dated Albany, Feb. 24,
1821.—" Peter R. told me that if the collisions which have taken place since had

happened before the New York appointments, that he would be d d if I should

not have had my appointment. Sutherland did not w^ant any thing for himself, but

went away quite in a huff. Van Buren"s young tribe, that he has been training
for the last 18 months, thought they could ruie the State, but he is too cunning for

them. The party is in aa unsettled state : we want a firm leader. We must pufF

up some of our clan into a great man. Bowne is pressing tlie bill to divide the

INIayoralty as fast possible, to enable him to give us a mayor, &c. But w^ho they
wiU be he keeps to himself."

CHAPTER XV

Eighteen Letters. John Van Buren {Attorney General) to Jesse Hoyt. Speculation,

bets, wagers, gambling in the Stocks, fraudulent sales
, profane language, draiving

out the deposits.
"
Buy my Stock.^^ Buying on Marcy's Message. C. W. Law-

rence to '•run like the Cholera.'" Prosper M. Wetjnore. Bets on Governor.

P. C. P. C. Beardsley. A fortune lost. Bets on Marcy and Lucas. Is Leggett
crazy? J. V. B. a lawyer, and ready to do ^^

dirty work." Hoyt and Cutting
borrow. J. V. B. gets half the profits. Bets safe on 15,000. A father and
son^s acknowledgments. Boston and Providence. Mohawk. Harlaem, <5fc.

The ofSce of Attorney General places the distinguished individual w'ho fills it at

tlie head of the Bar of the city and State of New York. It is an office of high
honor, great importance, and large emolument. The Attorney General is the chief

public prosecutor. His opinion is required by the Governor, by the Legislature,
and by public functionaries throughout the State in cases of grave emergency and

legal embarrassment. With him rests the conducting of civil causes on behalf of
the people. The validity of great public contracts much depends on the clearness
with which ihey are draw-n up. Here again, and in their enforcement, too, he is a

conspicuous oilicer. Ex officio, he is a Trustee of Union College, and other edu-
cational institutions, and ought to be a man of pure character, unsullied fame, and

great legal learning-—a pattern to lawyers—and a terror to wrong-doers.
The predecessor of Mr. John Van Buren was the too notorious General George

P. Barker, the parent, director, prosecuting-attorney, and whipper-in of that curious

corporation, the City Bank of Buffiilo, concerning which, after it broke down. Gov-
ernor Marcy reported that the redemption of its notes by the State Treasury had
exceeded $300,000; and tr.at

"
zY is supposed that a still larger amount of the

fraudulent issues of that bank than is alreadi/ redeemed, is lurking yet in recesses only
known to its corrupt managers.'''' Messrs. Flagg, Marcy, Dix, O'Sullivan, Varian,
Corning, Faulkner, Davezac, Hoffman, Chatfield, M."^A^an Buren, and the wire-

pullers of the party, found among the learned men of New York but one man fit to

represent their interfsts in the station of Attorney General, and that was the chief

manager of the guilty corporation whose fraudulent promises our country was then

redeeming ! They did not choose Jesse Hoyt next—nor Benjamin Ratlibun—their

suffrages were favorable to the author of the eighteen letters in this chapter, who,
like Lorenzo and Jesse Hoyt and pious Mr. Butler, is a true pupil of M. Van
Buren.

Perhaps it is all for the best. G. P. Barker and J. Van Buren may have been
lifted up into this high office, over the oldest, wisest, purest and most respected
members of the profession, as a means of exhibiting in bolder relief the workings of
the vile machinery invented by Burr and improved by his laAV-student, by which

disgrace is brought on the good cause of democracy, and the morals and manners
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of the country corrupted. That the Convention of 1846 may unite to provide a

suitable remedy will be the fervent prayer of every American who glows and glad-
dens at ths recollection of the deeds of his fathers in the glorious days when

"Freeborn millions rose and swore
Their birthrights to maintain

;

Resolved no foreign yoke to bear,
To drag no tyrant's chain."

Dr. Charles Cooke, a Senator of Virginia, when he withdrew in 1836 from the

support of the national administration, objected to Messrs. Calhoun and Webster
" on account of some discrepancy between their political principles

" and his own.

But, said he,

"
I object to Mr. Tan Buren because of his vAter destitution of all political principle. He has been for

and against the Bank, Internal Improvements, and a Protective Tariff, just as the one or the other course

seemed for the moment, best calculated to promote his personal views. He is the author of that political

machinery, which has robbed the people of his native State of all free agency in the management of their

public affairs, and reduced them to the degraded condition of passive tools in the hands of designing, in-

triguing, office-hunting demagogues. He is the head of that church, whose hrsh priests have proclaimed to

the world, as the fundamental doctrine of their creed, that the '

spoils of victory,' {that is, the people's

offices.) are the aim, as they are the just reward of the victors ! From such a code of political misrule, and
from its authors and abettors, may God, in his mercy, ever deliver my country !

"

May his prayer soon be heard !

Let us suppose a profligate, fraudulent, bank president or director—such a char-

acter, for instance, as some of the ' Life and Fire,'
' U. S. Lombard,' or other

phantom corporations gave up to indictment or the penitentiary in the memorable

1826—to be arraigned at the bar of justice, INIr. John Van Buren acting as Attor-

ney General. The guilty creature might read to the court Mr. V. B's 18 letters,

and ask the judge
" Why is he there and me here?—Is this a land of equal laws?—

Can a profane, betting profligate, who took advantage of his knowledge of the

forth coming clap-trap, six-million loan message of Governor Marcy, whom his fa-

ther had ' made a judge
'

to keep from utter ruin, and which message was to make
the candidate for Mayor of New York,

' run like the cholera,' and affect the price
of stocks—can he, who used that message to enrich himself, thro' the agency of

his indigent, unprincipled associate—can he deserve honors, while to me is awarded
a cell in the penitentiary? Look at his language! Are such terms as 'Poor
bitches

'— ' God d—n you, Jesse '— ' be d—d to you
'—'d—d stock

'—' as sure as

God'—'d—d lies,' calmly and deliberately selected, too—are they passports to

office, from a legislature, who hire a holy man of God to come and invoke heav-

en's blessing on their deliberations every morning? I have been in error, 'tis true,

as a director of a bank—but was not Attorney General M. Van Buren, a director

of the bank of Hudson ? Every body knows where it went to. Was not Attor-

ney General B. F. Butler, President, Cashier, Director and Attorney for the

Washington and Warren? Every body knows about it. Was not Attorney Gen-
eral J. Van Buren director and prosecuting attorney fer the Farmers and Mechanics

Bank in Albany, when it had borrowed millions of the public revenue and shut its

vaults, speculating with its specie and deceiving its creditors? Can John Van Buren

turn round to a '

god-fearing
'

jury of professing christians, as the chief minister of

the law in his native State, and ' cast the first stone' at his ancient comrade in

sin? Is it possible, that, at his bidding, you will stamp guilt upon my forehead,
when I only followed the example of Attorney General Barker, his 'illustrious

predecessor,' and when the records of our courts show, that '

they all do it !'
"

Persons of the name of Livingston and Tracy got hold, secretly and fraudulently,
of S 100,000 of the funds of the Merchants' Bank of New York, through the

agency of the fust teller, John W. Thome. All three went to jail. Governor

Clinton laid the matter before the Senate, and they referred it—March, 1819—to

the present Attorney General's father, Mr. Van Buren. Should a similar case

occur in 1846 would it be right to refer it to the author of the eighteen letters?

In 1826, Colonel Prosper M. Wetmore was indicted by the Grand Jury of New
York for fraud, and afterwards used by Maxwell as States' evidence against Hyatt,
who went to the penitentiary, and against Barker and others then there convicted.

The U. S. Lombard, of which Hyatt was president, and Wetmore (the active busi-

ness man) vice president, had got a charter—Us officers had filed their oath that its
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capital (hundreds of thousands of dollars) was paid up, but they well knew that

not over five cents in the dollar had been so paid, if as much—they pretended to be
in a flourishing condition when on the eve of bankruptcy, and divided profits though
they had realized none. When the bubble burst the public was cheated out of
more than $600,000. Are not laws for the public benefit? What a farce it

would be to entrust a case like that to a Butler or a Van Buren ! By their politi-
cal machinery, General Wetmore appeared in the legislature of New York, 1836,
to vote for Barker's Buffalo Bank, and for other Banks by which our honest, hard

working people have been defrauded out of millions of dollars. General Prosper,
by the like machinery, is now "

Navy Agent at New York," one of the most
lucrative and important offices in the Union !

[No. 1.] John Van Buren to Jesse Hoyt, at New York.

Why God D—n you, Jesse ! buy my stock and draw upon me at sight.
You must be poor bitclies down there, if you cannot raise this two penny sum.
If the Stock has gone up, let it go to H—II.

The Bank will come up against the Safety Fund Banks, and depress stocks—the

Governor's measure will eventually relieve the country. Yours truly,
J. VAN BUREN.

Albany, March 25th, 1834.

[No. 2.] Address—^Jesse Hoyt, Esq., Counsellor at Law, New York. Paid

12i—Pmk "
Albany March 22."

My Dear Jesse—Please let Nevins and Townsend buy me 100 shares of Moh,
and Hud. R. R. for cash at 96, and Bost. and Prov., 100 shares at 92^ cash;

drawing on me at 3 days sight for the amount.
If better terms can he had by taking the stocks two weeks hence (buying on

time) I should like it better. I fear stocks will rise after Monday, and therefore I

want these purchases made Monday, but leave it open after.

Let the beggars deal honestly by mefor I lose a deal of money any how.

There will be something done here Monday that will charm you Yorkers.

Lawrence will run like the Cholera.

Please ask Bucknor to hand you the amount of differences at which my fifty

shares Manhattan stock were settled, and send it to me.
Yours very truly, and much better.

J. VAN BUREN.
Albany, March 22d, 1834.

- [No. 3.] Per mail, post mark,
"
Albany—Jesse Hoyt, Esq., Counsellor at Law,

New York."
My Dear Jesse—The purchase by N. and T. of 100 Mohawk at 96, is very

good. I understand it to be payable in all next week. I shall be in N. Y. next

Monday (31st inst.) and shall then arrange it.

Please countermand the order for Boston and Providence : I should prefer not to

buy it
;
and if it is purchased and can be resold without loss, let it be done—any

how, as Lord Grey said, I shall stand by my ' order.' Yours very truly,
J. VAN BUREN.

Albany, March 28th, 1834.

[No. 4.] My Dear Jesse,—Nevins and Townsend write me that they have

bought my Utica Stock. Please get the money for the enclosed and pay them. I
do not ivish to correspond with them directly.

Let the certificate be made out in my name, and send it to me by some private

conveyance, or keep it till I come down, which will be shortly.
Yours very truly,

J. VAN BUREN.
Albany, April 17th, 1834.

[No. 5.] My Dear Jesse,—With the slender assistance of the above [a draft

for $780] fortified by the enclosed [a check for $31,10], you will, I think, be

able, (if you will do me the favor,) to satisfy the following demands—
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Nevins & Townsend $391,46—Chester Jennings $250—"Young" Wilson
$ 100—Minthorne Tompkins $70.
If it falls short, parcel it out to the Cormorants, in such bits as you may deem

most meet to subserve their several necessities.

I intend to walk into the Mohawk soon.

J. VAN BUREN.
P. S. I tho't my stock was bought at 109, was it not? The receipt says 109^.

Albany, June 13th, 1834.

Per mail, June 14.

[No. 6.] My Dear Jesse,—ForG—d's sake send me my over coat—my under-
clothes are all M'orn out, and I am a beggar. Let it be taken to Wheeler's, who
will send it to me.
Can you get any bets on Governor, even ? We shall lick the Dogs so in this

State that the ' Great West' will hear the howling.
Yours truly,

J. VAN BUREN.
Albany, Aug't 29th, 1834-

N. B. Our brethren in Oneida are all
' with one accord united'—look out for a

tall majority in O. (1)
' Perish C. P. C. Beardsley' (2) will be re-elected by 1500

majority.

[No. 7.] My Dear Jesse,—Please let Nevins & Townsend buy me 100 shares
of Patterson R. R. Stock del'v'r in 60 ds, as cheap as possible. I must have a shy
at the boys.

Keep the purchased note till I see you.
I shall go west this afternoon, and return in 3 or 4 weeks. If anything turns up

in my absence to depress stocks rapidly and seriously, which is hardly possible, sell

out and save me from loss. Yours trulv,
J. VAN BUREN.

Sept. 5, 1834.

Jesse Hoyt, Esq., Counsellor, &c., New York.
Endorsed "

charge J. V, B. Paid 12^."

[No. 8.] P'm'k—" Avon, N. Y., Sept. 28"—franked by
" M. V. Buren."

My Dear Jesse,—I make use of a frank the old man left with me, to let you
know that / am about as unhappy a d 1 as you would wish to see—-from the fear
that you have purchased me some Patterson R. R. Stock, on lohich I am to lose a large
sum of money.

I see that on Wednesday it left off at 81^, which is 8 or 9 per cent lower than it

was when I authorized you to buy for me.
I know nothing of the d d stock, except that Bremner was dealing in it, and

it had been rising for a month, and I hardly tho't my buying would knock it down
forthwith .

Perhaps it will go still lower, and may be worth nothing for all I know. If so,
and if I own any, sell if you think best, and let me lose the present difference.

If I get out of this job, you may consider me "
discharged cured" as the Cholera

reports read. Yours ever truly,
J. VAN BUREN.

Avon Springs, Sept. 27, Saturday, [1834.]

Alby. p. m'k—Oct. 7. Paid 25 cts. Addressed to Mr. Hoyt, at New York.

[No. 9.] My Dear Hoyt,—They say
' the Wood of the Martyrs is the seed of

the Church,' and heaven knows I have been freely tapped in the good cause. THE
REM. [removal] OF THE DEP. [deposits] cost me a fortune, and now I don't

see but I must lose another hunk of my little earnings.

My impression is that Stocks will go up till Election, and fall immediately after.

If the poor VJhigs could carry a Constable somewhere and get up a Jubilee,

(1) Oaeida. (2) "Perish credit, perish commerce Beardsley."
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stocks would rise. New Jersey may go for them, and give them a filip
—^but Penna.

will knock them slifFnext week—so will Ohio—and so will N. Y.
If you could get the difference bet on Marcy, I should say

'
Sell by all means'—

and any how I don't know but you had better sell. Do exactly as you sse fit. I

shall hd down before it falls due probably
—meantime I should be most jiarticularhj

obliged to you, if you can get me an even bet against Marcy to any amount less than
FIVE THOUSAND DOLLARS.

I think I would bet $ 100 on each 1000 majority up to 5000.

I would bet $ 1500 against $ 1000 on an even election.

I consider Marcy's election, by from 7,500 to 15,000 majority, AS SURE AS
GOD.
You know best how much the Patterson is w^orth, and you must do exactly as

if it was your own, and I shall be satisfied.

Yours truly,
J. V. B.

Make me some bets if possible. Tuesday.
P. S. The Whigs may gather pluck after some meetings or some things.

Post mark, Albany
—addressed to Mr. Hoyt at N. Y.

[No. 10.] My Dear Jesse—I should think you right about selling the Patter-

son, if it will not do to hold.

By the looks of Webb's paper, (altho^ it is intended no doubt to operate on New
Jersey,) the opposition gained confidence. Can you tempt them with A WAGER
on 3—4—and 5000 Majorities

— $200 on each—or $500 on 4000?
If neither of these can be got tomorrow, bet them $500 on 5000 majority.
There will be no betting after tomorrow.
Save the order for Bost. and Prov. open—the Moh. is all right.
We have nominated a strong ticket, tho' Livingston (Ned) is the Assembly man,

contrary to all expectation. Yours ever truly,
J. VAN BUREN.

Albany, Oct. 12th 1834.

Per. mail, post mark, Albany, paid.

[No. 11.] Jesse Hoyt, Esq., Counsellor, &c. New York.

Don't be '

uneasy
'

Jesse—Go ahead. I wrote you by Sunday's boat : but I

suppose as there was no mail the letter mis-carried. I think stocks will fall this

week—Sell if you think best.

Can you get BETS on three, four, and five thousand majority for Marcy, two
hundred dollars on each 1—if not, I will bet five hundred dollars on four thousand—
perhaps, if we lose New Jersey, you can get this.

If you canH do better, I should like a bet of three hundred dollars on five thousand

majority for Marcy—unless we lose N. J. : in that event 1 will wait to get better

terms. , Yours truly,
J. VAN BUREN.

Albany, Oct. 14, 1834.

P. S.—I WILL BET on five thousand majority for Lucas in Ohio.

[No. 12.] My Dear Hoyt—You have worked the Patterson Rail Road very
well. I am shocked at the shares only being $50, having become reconciled to at

least double the loss.

Tell Wilson that I have an impression that he promised to invest $500 or so, for

me, provided I kept out of the '

betting ring,' so as to encourage the enemy to give
him a fair chance.

If I am right, and even if I am not, I count upon his nobility to spare me $500
even on Marcy, out of his big investment.

I shall be in New York the last of the month—let me know what W. says.
Yours truly,

J. V. B.

Albany, Oct. 15, 1834.

P. S. I dont care to bet on 5000 majority for Marcy just now : if it is not too

late to back out,
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[No. 13.] My Dear Jesse—Please sell me 100 shares Boston & Providence,
deliverable in 60 days, at 107^ or 107^. I shall be in New York this week. Can

you send an order to and Kimball, No. 3 Wall st., to make me forthiuiih a

pair of neat winter Boots with heels an inch high ;
I want them to wear when I

shall come to New York, and that will be by Thursday.
Yours truly,

J. VAN BUREN.
Albany, Dec. 7th, 1834.

Per mail and steamboat,
" ch. J. V. B."

- [No. 14.] [Addressed Jesse Hoyt, Esq., Counsellor, &c.. Wall street, New
York—care of L. Jenkins, Esq.]
My Dear Jesse—Enclosed is your note. If the order to Nevins & Townsend

to sell me 100 shares Boston & Providence at 107;^ to | at 60 days and Interest

should not, providentially, have been countermanded in season, I take it they have
effected the sale : if so, let them close it at the present prices, so that I may recu-

perate a small portion of my losses.

Is Leggett wicked or crazy] Yours truly,
J. VAN BUREN.

Albany, Dec. 30th, 1834.

P. S. I have formed a partnership in law with Col. McKoun : one of us will

attend all the Courts and we shall be HAPPY TO DO ANY BODY'S ' DIRTY
WORK.' J. V. B.

[No. 15.] P'm'k Alb'y, Augt. 23, and addressed to J. Hoyt, Wall st., N. Y.
Single.
My Dear Jesse—On enquiry I find that I can get one of the Banks in this city

to deposit, subject to their own order, such sum as may be requisite to make the

arrangement of which we spoke, in any Bank in New York, (say the Fulton,) that

you may choose : this will answer the purpose provided you can get the Bank
selected to loan you the money on your Note.

All our Banks are nearly up to their limit, and I cannot borrow the money.
The Bank here will charge the Bank there 6 per cent int. on the Deposit, and

you will pay 7 probably.
If this meets your views you will please advise me by return mail.

If you agree to give me half the profits of the enterprize for making this arrange-
ment, please send mc a stipulation to that effect, signed by yourself and Cutting, when

you write.

Your note might be made payable on demand, with an understanding that you
should pay it when our Bank calls on the N. Y. Bank for the Deposit, ivhich ivill

not be till we see fit. Yours truly,
J. VAN BUREN.

Albany, Aug't 23rd, 1836.

[No. 16.] Addressed to Jesse Hoyt, Esq., Counsellor at Law, Wall St., N. Y.

P'm'k, Alb'y, Nov. 11. Single.
My Dear Hoyt—I'll do the justice to say, (and so does my father,) that you

have stood the d d lies from Penn'a better than most of our friends in N. Y.
I hope the fright from this dictates the letters to us, saying that all of our tickets

besides Register, [I think that's the word,] are in danger. I don't believe we shall

lose one.

In this State our majority will range from 15 to 25,000.
Bets on 15 are perfectly safe.
For G—d's sake let our friends turn all their attention to New Jersey, and not be

caught napping there, as in Connecticut. Myfather wishes me to say so to you.
Yours truly,

J. VAN BUREN.
Albany, Nov. 11th, 1836.

[No. 17.] Albany P'm'k, Dec. 19. Postage double.
' My Dear' Hoyt (as some rascal writes to '

Webb')—I enclose you your

check, for your comfort—it was deposited in the Bank for collection, and, of course,
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is returned to you without inconvenience. As for money, I dont know that I shall

be peculiar short (not physically but pecuniarily) unless Boston and Providence
should go down to a mere anatomy. In that event I fear the ex-Danish Commis-
sioner and myself will be a '

below-par nobile' of sufferers.

Please to let Willard of the City Hotel be apprized that I want two flannel shirts,
and as many pairs of drawers, to be had of Tryon for a trifle, alias credit.

I am not a ' Councellor' and be d d to you—and if I were I should spell it

with an ' S' in the middle. Yours 'to sarve,'
J. VAN BUREN.

Albany, Dec. 19th, 1833.

P. S. Since the foregoino; effusion was poured forth, I have enquired at the

Bank, and find your check has been sent to New York. I suppose the easiest

way
'
to work it' is to enclose you, as I do, my check on this bank for the same

amount, payable at the same time. J. V. B.
Jesse Hoyt, Esq., &c. &c. &c.

[No. 18.] Dear Sir—Please pay Glover one hundred and fifty dollars and
accommodate your recently much abused friend,

At your office, Saturday, 2 P. M. (iMay, 1833.)
Jesse Hoyt, Esq.

J. VAN BUREN.

CHAPTER XVI.

Purity of Elections— Wright, Van Buren, and Marcy, on bets, wagers, stockjobbing,
and '^

privileged associations.^^ Isaac HiU on bets—ditto, Ritchie. John V. Buren
and the 6 million loan. Paying the Piper. Mr. Hoyt dunned—summoned to the

lobby.
''

Something Joyful.''' Hoyt, Cutting and V. Buren^s partnership. Buf-
falo Bank Notes. New Potosi. New Hope, Del. Bridge Co.—Leake, Hoyt,
Beers, Marcy and Delafield. Morris Canal Co. C. C. Cambreleng.

In October, 1840, Messrs. Butler, Hoyt,
* C. W. Lawrence, Morris, Edmonds,

Bowne, S. Alley, Stevenson, Varian, and others, exhibited a somewhat unusual

anxiety to preserve what they called the purity of elections. Mayors and Recorders

visited private dwellings at midnight, as Sheriffs' constables, with only this differ-

ence, that they acted without law or warrant. The most private and secret papers
of our citizens were seized, because " the constitution was in danger,"

—the safety
of the people being the supreme law, and their object, as they said, to punish
treason against the republic, by

"
unmasking the traitors." \{ they then failed in

so laudable a purpose, tve, by means of this unpretending volume, may now have
better success.

Gov'r. Marcy, in 1836, in his annual message, endeavored to impress upon the

* [Letter Mr. Hoj't to Hon. C. "W. Lawrence.—Marked ' not sent.']
New York, Nov. 21, 1S36.

Dear Sir— As the excitement of the election has in a great degree passed away, it is proper that I should

pay attention to those incidents in which I am concerned, connected with it
; though perhaps I ought to

apologize to you for not having done this sooner.

You will recollect that when I was reproached by you for having voted a "
split ticket," that Iproposed

to bet you glOO, that you rated ichut was generally called " the Pewter Mug Ticket," and that I would
take upon myself the burthen of proof to establish that fact.

Your reply was that you
" would take the bet, if I took upon myself the burthen of proof, for you never

had told any one how you had voted."
I answered that it should be considered a bet—
There are various ways recognized in legal proceedings of making proof and competent proof too in courts

of law, and forums of conscience, and which perhaps did not occur to you when you observed you
" had

never told any one how you had voted." After such a remark, the right more peeuliarly l)elonged to me to

select my own tribunal, through which I would make the proof, I volunteered to make. That tribunal is a
court of Equity, or in other words a court of conscience.

In England, the country from which we have derived most of our legal forms, certain high dignitaries
answer bills in Equity vpon honor and not upu7i oath. I am perfectly willing to place you on the same
footing and I therefore desire you to consider this my bill in Equity, charging that you voted, the ticket

referred to, I ask you to answer the charge, upon honor, and whatever the answer may be I shall be perfectly
satisfied with.

I enclose you my check for the glOO, to your order, which you will use, if under the circumstances you
are entitled to, and if not you will please to return it, with your own for an equal amount.

With gr't respect, your obedient serv't. J. HOYT.
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public mind that stock-jobbing is an infamous practice^and Governor Wright, in

January last, in his yearly expose, adverted to the "
selfish and corrupting tenden-

cies " of betting upon our elections. The Democratic Review, by O'Sullivan, in

Dec. 1839, in its leading article, ascribed to Mr. Butler, proclaimed that "The
swindler who uses marked cards in a common gambling-house, does not enjoy
greater advantages in the games played there, than do the leading men in the bank-

ing interest in the great game in which bank notes are the cards, and all the prop-
erty in the country the stakes."

Precisely at the same time, (Dec. 1839,) President Van Buren fell into line, as a
reformer of the vices of the age ;

and in a message,
" written for posterity" (by

Mr. Butler, as some say,) cautioned Congress and their constituents against those
who sought

" a monopoly of the currency," through the agency of favored banks,
intending thereby

"
to produce throughout society a chain of dependence which

leads all classes to look to PRIVILEGED ASSOCIATIONS for the means of

speculation and extravagance
—to nourish, in preference to the manly virtues that

gave dignity to humaii nature, a craving desire for luxurious enjoyment and sudden

wealth, which renders those whe seek them dependent on those who supply them—
to substitute for republican simplicity and econo.mical habits a sickly appetite for

effeminate indulgence, and an imitation of that reckless extravagance which impov-
erished and enslaved the industrious people of foreign lands

; and at last to fix upon
us, instead of those equal political rights, the acquisition of which was alike the

object and supposed reward of our Revolutionary struggle, a system of exclusive

privileges conferred by partial legislation."
No man labored more indefatigably to establish banks without capital, and which

should not be obliged to redeem their issues with money than Martin Van Buren.
He and his pupils, puppets, and partisans, have done more in the way of betting at

elections, gambling in stocks, selling bank charters, and destroying
" the purity of

elections" than any other faction ever embodied in the State of New York. They
cry out lustily against the very sins they more than all others steadily indulge in.

Betting and gambling in stocks occasionally, degrade other clasbes of our people,
but with the Van Buren party proper, it is

" their trade."
Men are warm-hearted, generous, kind and social at five and twenty. Mr. Butler

had not arrived at that age, when he became President of Barker's privileged bank.
What was his conduct? What was Hoyt's 1

Mr. Van Buren the father, voted for the Old Buffalo Bank, and set up the Safety
Fund. Even in the flush of victory, Nov. 1828, he could not help reminding his

confederate Hoyt, that beyond a certain vote in the State, the residue of the votes
were only useful on the score of bets. Mr. Van Buren the son wrote the letters

which appear in the preceding chapter ! Observe their contents.

Who of our Governors has approved of more profligate bills, creating "privi-
leged associations," as Mr. Van Buren the elder, called them, and of more of

them, than Mr. Marcy'? No one; not even Throop .' Yet hearken to Mr. Marcy
in his message of 1836 :

"
I deem it to be my imperative duty," says His Excellency ''to invite your attention to a practice,

which, carried to the excess it lately has been, is, in my opinion, very pernicious to the well-being of the
State. Dealinsr in stocks, so far as it assumes the character of stock-jobbing, is a species of gambling, and
produces most of the evils, public and private, which usually result from the indulgence of that unfortunate
propensity. If this kind of speculation has not recently been conducted in a manner altogether new, it cer-

tainly has been carried to an extent altogether unprecedented. Immense quantities of stock have been sold

by those who had it not, under a contract to be fulfilled at some future period, and purchased by those
wlio did not expect a delivery of it. The results of these transactions are adjusted without the delivery of
the stock, and the loss and gain ascertained by its market value ou the day stipulated fur performing the
contract. This is no more nor less than a wager upon the price of particular stocks on a specified future
day. It is worse than wagers upon ordinary contingencies, because the event may be controlled by artifice
and management, and the persons concerned are too strongly tempted to resort to them to subserve their
interest. It is true, our present laws regard these transactions with disfavor. Such contracts are not only
declared void, but the persons who have gained by them may be compelled to refund to the losing party or
his representatives ; yet they are constantly made, and in most instances faithfully executed. The extent
to which this species of gambling has been lately carried, and its injurious efi'ects upon many individuals
who have embarked in it, have given it the cliaracter and consequences of a public evil."

Governor Marcy, as his predecessor tells Mr. Jesse Hoyt, [see Mr. V. B's let-

ters of Feb. 1829] was made a judge to preserve him from being broken down or
ruined. He wrote a message, or the "operators" of Wall Street wrote it for

him, advising the creation, in March, 1834, of a six million loan, which was
9
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never raised. Mr. John Van Buren, the reader will have perceived, was shown
this message in advance, and u.sed it to speculate in the stocks, through Hoyt.

May ndt oz/jers have had the same advantage'? Mr. Marcy had been saved fn m
ruin, and why not be grateful 1 Look at his weak, feeble cliaracler, and say if the

message that was to put dollars into his patron's son's purse,
" charm you Yorkers,"

and make even old Mr. Lawrence "run like the cholera," is not calculated to

roirse suspicion, when taken into consideration with his whole official conduct?
" Wen who are opposed to

"
the Banking system of N. Y. State, says Mr. But-

ler, or Mr. O'Sullivan, in the number of the Democratic Review already quoted,
"
may, indeed be elected to Congress, or to a State Legislature, but seldim wilh-

" out a severe struggle ; and, ajter they are elected, they ore exposed to dangers of"
corrvption as great as anij the members of the British Parlicrmnt icere ejpostd to in

" the days of Sir Robert Walpole In the courts of justice, they [the"
Banking interest] have perhaps, a more decided ascendency than in the legisla-" tive halls ; for 7nost of the prinapal judges ore members of this privileged ordi r.

" AND THE GOVERNORS OF INIANY STATES, and the municipal author-
"

itits of many of the principal towns, are mere instruments for the promotion of"
their purposes.'"
In the State of New York, privileged Bankers, Governors, our principal judges

and munici[)al authorities have, generally speaking, been the creation of the well

organized party of which Mr. Van Buren is the chief. Is not, then, this party or

faction, on the showing of its own public organs, dangerous to society 1

Governor Hill of New Hampshire, like his friend Wright at Albany, may have
denounced betting on elections, in liis public messages, but he did not do so ia

his private ones. For example—
[Franked, Concord, Oct. 18.—" Isaac Hill, S. U. S."]

Concord, N. H. Oct. 15, 1832.

Mv dear Sir—Yours of the 12th was last evening received. TO MEET THE
BRAGGARTS OF THE OPPOSITION I ADVISE MY FRIENDS THAT
ANY SIM WILL BE SAFE ON THE ELECTORAL VOTE OF Pennsyl-
vania and New York.

In this State we are so strong, that should every other desert him, we maybe
relied on as giving a decisive majority for Andrew Jackson. Yet the Bank is scat-

tering its thousands here to affect us. I am, Sir, respectfully.
Your friend and obedient Serv't ISAAC HILL.

Jesse Hoyt, Esq. N. York.

Governor Hill and Mr. Stephen Allen were selected by Mr. Van Buren, as Receiv-

ers General under the Sub Treasury Act, Mr H . being then President of a chartered

Bank, and also a Government Contractor. In the report on the post office, and its

abuses, Senator Hill and partners, appear for $14,CC0 for blanks, paper, twine,
&c. Such patronage to 2,free press could afford a bet w-ith

" the braggarts."
Like Hill, the Van Burens, and Hoyt, their betting brother the venerable

Thomas Ritchie, went as far as he could afford in " the sel£sh and corrupting

practice
" His letter we have not room for now.

1 think that Mr. J. Hoyt's bets, from 1831 to 1840, must have exceeded $ 120,-

000, calculating from the evidence before me. And yet he, too, was deeply in-

terested in preserving
" the purity of our elections!" Cash, clothes, boots, hats,

dollars—on week days and Sundays. There was no end to it.

John C. Cruger to Jesse Hoyt. Charleston, Nov. 27, 1834.

My Dear Sir—On my arrival here I wrote to my brother-in-law Mr. Pell re-

questing him to pay you three hundred dollars 150 for yourself and the same sum for

Mr. Wilson. I send this letter by the steam packet and it will probably be in

New York as soon as that. When you receive the $300, please pay the 150 to

Mr. Wilson whose bet is the same as yours. Although the result of this election

must be very agreeable to you, I cannot congratulate you, for I trust that you
•will look upon it as a source of regret before many years.

I am truly yours, JOHN C. CRUGER.
The above was received of A. Pell, 3 Dec. 1834.—A. Glover.
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^* A gentlemin, through Mr. J. Hoyt, bet and his friends, One Thousand

Didlars, that General Jackson will have as large a majority at. the ensuing election,
over tha vote op[)osed to him, as to be equal to theioial vote given to any op|iosing
candidate—provided General Jackson is alive on the day the vote is given. The
money to be put inio the hands of S G . If ' a gentleman' wins, money
to be paid to J. Hoyt. If he looses, to be paid . Oct. 29, 1832, $ 1000

deposited by each." [Here follows the signatures.]
Mr. Hoyt deposited his check on City Bank, payable to bearer, which was given

up Jany 17, 1833.

Mark the genteel embarrassments of Mr. Van Buren's friend and future Collector

of Customs. It is presumed that the Vice President's convenient endorsement may
have on this occasion relieved the unfortunate dealer m wagers, politics and public
stocks.

Two Notes—John Warren, Broker, Wall street, to Jesse Hoyt.
" New York,

Dec. 27, 1834.—Dear Hoyt—You will find by the inclosed account, made up to

21st Inst., a balance due us of $2997.24 cts. Will you do us the favor to have it

settled?"
" New York, Jan'y 12, 1835.—Sir—Not having received the balance due our

late firm, I feel myself bound by the regulations of our Board to hand in your name
unless settled by 10^ o'clock, to-morrow.'"

Thus stood the successor of Swartwout in 1835. In a few months thereafter,

he, his friend Butler, and their comrade W. S. Coe, were the board of Comnus-
sioaers to examine into and settle all claims relative to duiies, arising out of the

great fire in New York ! ! ! !

Post mark,
" Steamboat." C. L. Livingston to Jesse Hoyt, Esq., Wall street,

New York. Friday.

My Dear Hoyt—The U. & Schnectady rail-road passed our House this mornmg.
I have just enquired of De Gralf his opinion of its fate in the Senate—he is not

confident of success, but thinks, with a full Senate, it may pass. As this is arnaitcr

of some importance to yourself I loould advise that you come vp and lend a helping
hand to those already engaged in carrying it through. Yours,

C. L. Lj.

Edward Livingston to Jesse Hoyt, Dec. 5, 1823.—" I should like a ticket in

the Southern Lottery that has a $ 100,000 Prize in its wheels. Now, as a favor,
I will take half of a ticket with you, if you will purchase one—but recollect it is the

last time, and that if should draw a blank I will not venture any more ivith you.
If you consant to this proposition let me know our number, and then 1 shall have

something joyful in anticipation.''''

Mr. J. Van Buren's secret correspondence shows who and what class of persons

they are who dare and brave the public with enormous bets. 1 he comment had
best be made in the language of Governor Wright's last annual message, as follows :

"Another point of much more seiioiis complaint, is the extensive and rapidly increasing practice of

betting upon elections and the interested and .selfish, and corrupting tendencies which it exerts upon ihe

election itself. The^-e improper and corrui)ting influences have made themselves manifest to the whole body
of our freemen, and constitute a theme of almost imiversal complaint. Upon the party to the wager, they
are all controlling. His ear and his mind, from the moment his money is staked, are closed against argu-

me.it, or reiso.i, or examination, either as to the qusstions involved, or the candidates presented for his

suffrage. He must so vote and so act as to win his bet. and the welfare of the country becomes an entirely

secoidary consideration. His appeals to all over whom he may hope to exert an influence, are to save him-

self from loss, and help him to win the money of his opponent, not lo examine and inquire liovv they may
bsst serve their country by their votes."

" The suggestio.i," co.uinues His Excellency,
" most likely to arrest the practice of betting, is to make

it pu lishi'ile criminally ; lo subject the parties to every bet made upon the result of an election, to indict-

ment, aid upon conviction, to jju.iishment by a fine, to be graduated by the amount of the wager, and lo

all th3 costs of the prosecution. The deleterious influence of this species of gambling upon ihe public
morals alo.ie, w.iuld it appears to me, justify the passage of a law which should make it criminal. And
wh;.i its corrupt and corrupting tendencies upon our elections, upon the free and proper exercise of the

elective fraichise ; when its i.ifluence to bring the improper expenditure of money into a political canvass,
and to apply it under Ihs desperate impulse of a gambling spirit, are considered, I cannot doubt that the

moral and political aspect of the evil wdl fully justify its cladslflcation as a crime, and its punishment as

such."
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Imagine a criminal case on betting, and Mr. J. Van Buren, as Attorney Gen-

eral, prosecuting for the people !

If I remember right, Mr. M. Van Buren rewarded the Farmers and Mechanics'

Bank of Albany, and Messrs. Knower, Olcott, Corning & Co., its managers, with

the custody of some millions of dollars out of the national treasury. How some of

that money was used I shall have occasion to tell in another publication.
In Mr. John Van Buren's letter to ]\Ir. Hoyt, dated Aug. 23d, 1830, he agrees

to become the partner of Messrs. Hoyt and Francis B. Cutting the lawyer, in a

speculation of large amount, requiring a heavy advance of funds, on condition that

he (V. B.) furnishes the cash and takes half the profits. A Bank in Albany (was
it Olcott's?) lends a large sum to the Fulton Bank, N. Y., conditioned that the

Fulton pay 6 per cent and receive 7 from Hoyt and Cutting. They were to repay
the Fulton whenever he told the Albany Bank to demand a repayment of its loan.

Whatever might be the issue of such a partnership, it is clear that Van Buren,
the son,* and Hoyt, -were partners

—we all know that Mr. Hoyt was a broken

down speculator
—and John f Van Buren's letter of Nov. 11th, 1836, conveys to him

the acknowledgments of father and son, and bids him electioneer to secure hia

return as president. The reversion of the Custom House, as a recompense, fol-

lowed in due course—and although the public suffered by the operation, it is

believed that President Van Buren and his family had all balances duly paid them.

$ 12000, New York, Feby. 10, 1831.

Six months after date I promise to pay Samuel Glover, Executor, &c.
Twelve Thousand Dollars, with interest at the rate of five per cent per annum, to

secure the payment of which I pledge three hundred shares of Tradesmen's Bank
Stock at par. J. HOYT.

* Of the following statement I know nothing further than that in May, 1842, the safety fund bank

notes, which had failed were at a heavy discount. In the N. Y. Herald of Blay 21, money article, Mr.
Bennett says :

" The present administration authorized the issue of a seven per cent stock to redeem the bills in the

order in which the banks failed. The Comptroller has, in consequence, advertised to receive the bills of the

Bank of Buffalo for subscription to the State stock and other payments. The public were entirely ignorant,

however, of the modus operandi. Now, several weeks ago the bills of the Bank of Buffalo were at a dis-

count of 30 per cent
; suppose at that time a clique of individuals at Albany and Buffalo, the chief of whom

we will call
' Prince John,' should have received an intimation that the bills were at 30 per cent discount,

but that in a short time, that is as soon as the $1,000,000 loan should be taken up, a seven per cent slock

would be issued in redemption of those bills—Prince John would give orders for tlie purchase of say S'20.00&

of the bills; under those purchases the bills would gradually rise until the whole were obtained at an

average of SO cents on the dollar. These would then be redeemed at par in a seven per cent stock worth 3

per cent premium. The operation would yield a profit of $4,600, and in the same proportion for a greater
or less sum purchased.'"'

The United States Bank Stock of which Mr. J. Van Buren speaks may hare been his father's. Where
had he at that time earned money with which to buy U. S. Bank shares, heavily ? His agent, Mr. Hoyt'a

gambling and speculating must have l;een all but boundless. He was a partner in a gold mine at New
Potosi !

—a partner with Coddington in buying and selling some $30,000 worth of lots, houses. &c., in New
York—a partner with Glover in a large purchase of town lots about Herkimer or Little Falls—and law

agent, or manager for a flash bank, the New Hope concern, if I mistake not.

t When Colonel Webb of the Courier and Enquirer, New York, went to England in the summer of 1838,
his name was at a note which, he says, was obtained under false pretences

—drawn Irf months before—and
for which he had never had any value. It got into the hands of a political opponent, who lodged it in the

City Bank, Albany. Mr. Erastus Corning, one of the richest and keenest of ' the reptile band' I here

describe, swore to the claim. Governor Marcy certified, as did Consul Buchanan, and off the note was

despatched, post-haste, to England, for prosecution, by the arrest of the unsuspecting Colonel in a distant

land.

Mr. John Van Buren and Col. Webb were in England together—the former, the associate of princes, peers,
and all that was fashionable in London, by courtesy the most fit, as the son of the chief magistrate of the

Union—the latter a3 an An)erican traveller. The attornies in London were puzzled liow to prove Judge
Lansing's or Col. Webb's signature to the note—ship-captains, merchants, editors, traveOers. Americans,
the American legation, everybody they applied to, put them off, being ashamed to have any connection with

Mayor Coming's sharp practice. Mr. Van Buren, alone, excepted—he voluntarily swore to the Colonel's or

Judge's hand writing, and thus enabled the baililTs to arrest Webb, on a King's Bench process, in Bristol,

where he was waiting the sailing of the Great Western, by which to return home to New York. Bail or a

jail were the alternatives, and bail was found for nearly six thousand dollars.

When first waited on, Mr. Van Buren refused, and said it Wcis a very harsh step to arrest a man in a

strange land, remote from his friends, and thai Mr. AVebb was a warm political opponent of his father and

himself, and then referred the men of law to Throop and Benthuysen. But when the pinch came his oath

was ready, only he swore "
very reluctantly." It seems he knew Mr. Webb's signature, liaving been invited

to hia table by a note in his hand writing, while the parties were yet friendly, also that he knew Judge
Lansing's hand. When a gentleman of wealth and standing came forward as bail, the prosecution was at

once abandoned, and Col. Webb had to pay about $150 of costs.
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(Memor. annexed to the above with a wafer.)
"
Feby. 10, 1831. Borrowed of S. Glover, Ex'tor, &c. $ 12,000 on 300 shares

of Tradesmen's Bank Stock, for 6 months at 5 pr c't. Having delivered stock

and my note to J. Ward & Co., I took $ 12,000 from him on agree't of Glover.

The Stock I own.
,

J. HOYT.
Oct. 15, 1831.—Rec'd. on the above note, F. A. Tracy's check for four thou-

sand dollars.

$4000, SAMUEL GLOVER.

The New Hope Delaware Bridge Company had a charter, with perpetual bank-

ing privileges granted them in 1812, by Pennsylvania and New Jersey, to enable

them to erect and maintain a bridge across the river Delaware. In 1821 they sus-

pended payment, and in 1824 assigned their property to trustees to pay their debts.

In May, 1825, provisions were made for the issue of new notes, .1. Q. Leake, of the

old bankrupt Buffalo Bank, and Mr. Van Buren's editor of the Albany Argus, being
their treasurer—a connection formed through Hoyt, Barker, &c. He puffed the

concern in the Evening Post, and other New York papers, in May 1826, but in

October the bubble had burst. Mark Spencer (found guilty of cheating in New
York, through bank corporation hocus pocus, in that year, and sent to jail, I think,

with the Lamberts,) Kenneth Fish and others had bought half the bank for $28,-

000, got hold of the direction, took out all they had paid in, and repaid those in

N. Y. they had borrowed it from, got Leake and others to puff them, put out

$ 100,000 to $ 300,000 new notes—stopt
—shut shop

—
bought in their notes at 6 to

12 cents per dollar—sold out to John Mowatt, who puffed once more, flooded the

country with notes and bonds, blew up, and was turned over to Wilbur, John Dela-

field of the Phoenix, St. John, &c. The Pennsylvanians drove the concern out of

their State, and it was set up on the Jersey side, where the cashier is now a lad of

18. The Ohio Life and Trust Co. issue their notes, and another earthquake will

follow in due season.

Mr. Hoyt and Mr. Butler were of Counsel for the knaves convicted in 1826, audit

appeared that they helped to break down the Greene Co. Bank, which had some

$20,000 of Mark Spencer's Delaware notes when it burst. In Dec. 1839, Judge
Edmonds's brother Francis, and J. Rankin, pubHshed a statement of the Bridge

Company's affairs, by which it appears that Governor Marcy owns 100 shares and

had gone to New Jersey to borrow $ 2000, the Knowers being his indorsers—that

Charles Butler had bonrowed $4000, secured by mortgage—that Joseph D. Beers

of the North American Trust Co. had contrived to become a director here also, and

had lent J. D. Beers on his note $5581, and J. D. Beers & Co., on their note,

other $ 36,388, for which 1290 shares of the stock of the concern, 'paying no divi-

dend, was pledged, with other fancy stocks—that John Delafield had borrowed

$ 18,880, with "fancy pledges
—

that, in short, a committee in New York had lent a

few favorites $ 332,346—and that the directors of 1838, just before they went out,

had exchanged the notes of Beers, Delafield, and others payable on demand, for

other notes having 10, 12, and 14 months to run ! I believe that Hoyt made out

the celebrated Fish and Spencer agreement, but whether he is still connected with

the managers I am unable to say. The Morris Canal Company's stock in which

there has been gi-eat gambling, fell from 75, in the course of three years to zero.

In November 1841 it was unsaleable. I saw some 6 or 8 columns of the N. Y.
Herald not long since filled with a puff of that bank, which I took to be from Mr.

Hoyt's pen. Its stock is up again to ,
and I hear that he is one of its

agents or solicitors—perhaps the chief one-

It will be seen how the stock of a bank may be puffed up or lowered when we
come to state Messrs. Beers and Hoyt's operations in the N. A. Trust Co. The
extent of Mr. Hoyt's operations, for hhnself, Messrs. Van Buren, Cambreleng,
&c. may be guessed, when I state that his account with one House, Dykers &
Alstyn, Wall street, for Harlaeni, Patterson, Mohawk, Utica, Phil, and Trenton,

Boston and Prov., and Saratoga Rail Road Stock, bought and sold on speculation,

in the nine months ending in August. 1835, amounts to $700,000. This was his

account but with one house out of many.
He did much of C. C. Cambreleng's business. On the 13lh Sept. 1833, that
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gentleman engaged to deliver him 200 shares of Saratoga and Schenectady Rail

Road Slock for $23,223. Next day he ordered Messrs. Warren to place the stock

in his name, but for account of Mr. Cambreleng. Mr. C. with Mr. B. were among
his warmest supporters ia 1838, for the Custom House, and it must be owned that

if Butler was the proper successor of Price, so was Hoyt of Swartwout.

CHAPTER XVn.

Mr. Stephen Allen secretly proposes a $500,000 Tammany Hall Bank. John T.

Irvingh Oration. Mr. Butler troubled—had to nominate Col. Young. Sam*
uel Young, from 1815 to 1836. His opinion of

'^
the Old Republican party''

^—
Confessions of the Evening Post. England in 1773.

We have quoted the opinions of Messrs. Butler, O'Sullivan, Van Buren and
others against "privileged associations." "A paper-money aristocracy," (says
the Demo. Rev. for Dec. 1839, p. 455)

" has not a single redeeming trait. Sor-
did in its origin, it is sordid in every thing."

" How should a petition for a bank
charter conclude 1

"
said one. " And your memoriahsts will ever prey," was the

answer.
The following letter is from Mr. Stephen Allen, Receiver General for Mr. Van

Buren's sub-treasury,
" a hard-money man," formerly lottery dealer, Slate Senator,

Mayor of N. Y., and who had been the builder of his own fortunes. To his honor
be it recorded that he rose from being a poor sailor boy and sailmaker, by mdustry,
probity, and great energy and perseverance, to a high place in the public esteem.
How far he deserves his character of a hard money democrat, the following secret

letter to Mr. Hoyt will help to discover :

Post m'd " Steam Boat—IS^c," and addressed to Jesse Hoyt, Esq., N. York.

Mr Stephen Allen to Mr. Hoyt.

Albany, Nov. 28, 1832.

Dear Sir—Nothing is more true than the observation made by Mr. Van Buren at

the Democratic festival
;
that the democratic party, in a great measure, owe their

present and previous victories to Tammany Hall, the place of concentrated opinion
and action, and a rallying point of the democracy of the city, or words to that

effect. There cannot be a doubt but that the building of that Hall, and thus far

preserving it as a Party Establishment
,
and a rallying place on all occasions for the

Republicans of the City and surrounding Counties, has been one of the means of

our trmmphs.
I was one of the Committee who purchased the ground

—made the contracts for

building
—and raised the money to pay for it.

The opperations of that Committee ardious and responsoble, as during the progress
of the work they were frequently compelled to raise considerable sums on tde re-

sponsability of their own names. The whole establishment cost about $55,000 ;

all of which sum vv^as subscribed by individuals of the party except $ 18,000 (if I

recollect right), and for which last sum the premises are now under mortoage.
\i the party properly estimated the benefit it has received from the establishment,

this debt would have been cleared off by subscription long since
;
but such a result,

perhaps, is not to be expected.
A thought has therefore occurred to me, and which it is the object of this letter

to communicate ; whether the extinction of this debt may not be effected by obtain-

ing the CHARTER OF A BANK, by the name of THE TAMMANY BANK.
There cannot be a more favourable period than the present for such an application.
The large majority we have in both Houses and the good feelinjr evinced by the

Country towards US consequent on the larpe vote given by the City to the dem-
ocratic candidates, together with the important object of relieving Old Tammnny
from its embarrassments, WITH OTHER CONSIDERATIONS, I should pre-
sume would carry the bill through triumphantly.
The following plan of a Bank, I think would effect the object.
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The capital to be FIVE HUNDRED THOUSAND DOLLARS AT
LEAST.

Tlie Society of Tammany to be PRIVILIDGED to subscribe for $ 100,000 of

the Stock.

The Bank to be authorized to hand the amount on their bond, at an interest of

three per cent per annum, the loan to be for three or four years.

If the Bank divides six per cent on its stock, the SOCIETY would receive

THREE THOUSAND DOLLARS annually, over and above the interest on the

loan, which, in three years, would amount to $9,000.
In the mean time the stock would advance in value, and, if sold at the end of

three or four years, would probably be worth ten per cent above par, netting a

clear gain of $ 10,000, by which opperation the Society would be put into possession

of $ 19,000, a fund more than sufficient to clear off the incumbrance.

My ojmnon you no doubt hiow is in opposition to an increase of these Banking

Monopolies in the City
—but the Legislature WILL inalce them—and therefore IF

WE must have them, there cannot be a more legitimate object to be eflected, both

in a party point of view, as well as the charitable attributes of the Society, than the

one alluded to.

If you think well of the matter, I wish you would consult some of our leading

men—and if, on due consideration, the project should be deemed proper, it will be

necessary that a notice should be published of the intention to apply, which you
know may be published without the name of the applicant.

I wish it to be distinctly understood that I cannot serve in any of the offices created

by such an institution—but any assistance I can give in advancing the interests of

Old Tammany will be cheerfully afforded.

You will, of course, let the matter drop if, upon a view of the subject it shall be

deemed inexpedient. I am with due respect, your ob't serv't.

STEPHEN ALLEN.

Mr. Allen is one of the confederates of President Van Buren,and it is impossible

to read the above letter attentively without perceiving that there is a similarity of

tastes, of disposition, and of conduct. Mr. Allen wishes to keep up appearances
with the real friends of free, elective institutions, but to let no occasion slip, where

the millions may be more and more tied down behind the car of monied monopoly.
He would get his friend Hoyt to sound the leaders at Albany, in favor of turning

Tammany Hall into a partner in a Tammany Hall Bank, now that General Jack-

son's second election was sure, and the party strong in the state—but he (Allen)

must not be known in the matter, because he had an outward appearance to keep up
at variance with his real sentiments. He would have half a million of dollars as the

capital, and "the Society of Tammany to be privileged to subscribe $ 100,000 of

the stock," although the hypocrite well knew that the society was instituted to

preserve equal rights, and put down privilege. He and his friends had acquired

much wealth and influence, by pretending to be democrats, while their every act

gave the lie to their professions. By Legislative jobbing and the "
party establish-

ment," the citizens had been deceived, and did not see it. Now might be the time

to carry the deception further. Tammany Hall owed $ 18,000. Here was a plan

to pay it off out of the public purse, by selling the rights of his fellow citizens to a

favored few, and Jesse Hoyt was chosen to carry it through, if practicable, leaving

Stephen Allen, the artful projector, in the back ground of the picture.

On the r2th day of May, 1810, John T. Irving, brother of our minister at the

Court of Spain, and who was an ornament to the country, and the age in which he

lived, as he would have been to any age or country, delivered the anniversary ora-

tion before the Tammany Society, or Columbian order.

It commenced thus :

"
Brothers, we are here assembled to celebrate the anniversary of an institution

whose object is a nation's prosperity, and whose supreme ambition is a nation's

glory."
It is very probable that Stephen Allen sat and applauded Mr. Irving, while he

thus poured forth the manly eloquence of a truly honest and faithful American

bosom.
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" The only evil we have to apprehend, is tliat this immense influx of wealth from foreign sources, may
gradually detach the cultivators of the soil, from the pursuits of husbandry, and plunge tliem into foreign
speculations. We are an agricultural people, and if anxious to perpetuate our liberties, the cultivation of
the soil must be our primary ambition. The mountain Swiss, while devoted to their pastoral labours en-

joyed the purest freedom.
As yet our population, widely scattered, and devoted to agricultural employments must center all their

pleasures in rural and domestic enjoyments. But when avidity for gain shall have drawn them from their

peaceful habitations
;
when the cottage, the plough and the farm shall be exchanged for the luxurious city

and the crowded marl. Thr:n toill the. work of depravity secretly commence ; sedentary and soul-wearying
avocations will succeed those healthful exercises which give elasticity to the mind and vigor to the frame.
Tumultuous amusements, with no other charm than their novelty, will supplant the tranquilized pleasures
of home, and impair that domestic felicity, the aggregate of which forms the sum and sul)stance of national

prosperity. Nor willthe evil end here. An inordinate thirstfor gain will allay tliefervor ofpatriotism ;

foreign speculations icill produceforeign attachments, and tlie heartfrommolives of interest, be induced
to indulge sentiments of hostility, at a time when its affections should be inost firtn and loyal."" The eyes of the nations are upon us, anxiously watching our movements, and nicely balancing our
councils. The friends of human liberty behold >is with fond solicitude, not unmixed with fearful appre-
liension. They trust to our intelligence, but theyfar our increasing luxury and icealth.
The persecuted of every clime cast a wishful eye to this land of promise, and hail it as the only terrestrial

haven of rest to life's weary and oppressed sojourner. Liberty, exiled every other lodgement, has made this
her last abiding place, and can only be driven away by the perfidy of those over whom she now extends her

fostering pinions. ^
Oh give not cause of exultation to your enemies, that your situation is precarious; let not your friends

have reason to tremble for your safety. Remember the claims of posterity rest upon you ; that as your
fathers have laboured for you, so you are to live and labour for your children. That you are but trustees of
the rights you possess, while the inheritance is theirs."

Such was the language, and such were the principles of Tammany Hall in 1810.

May they endure for ever !
—May the lovely children of free, favored, young,

gallant and glorious America, cherish such sentiments as Judge Irving then there

promulgated, to the very latest posterity. Little did you imagine, Stephen Allen,
when your youthful bosom beat in holy unison with the generous feelings of the

gifted brother of Washington Irving, that the black night would arrive in which

you would join the perfidious band, who fostered by the Liberty your fathers nobly
gained, are struggling to rivet on the freeman's arm the ignoble chain of sordid

usury ! Blush, Stephen — read your secret letter, and blush for shame !

Mr. Allen's .secret letter to Mr. Hoyt was written against the clearest convictions

of his own mind. Age had increased, and avarice controlled. The great De Witt

Clinton, in his message of 1819, to the Legislature of N. Y., solemnly warned his

countrymen of the dangers attending the wretched banking system, which had
obtained in the Union. Mr. Allen was chairman of a joint committee of the Senate
and Assembly, to reply to this message, which reply states, that there were too

many banks—that farmers and mechanics had been allured to borrow, and had fallen

a sacrifice to the banker's avarice—that the immoderate extension of banks had pro-
duced a ' banishment of metallic money—loss of commercial confidence—the exhibi-

tion of fictitious capital
—the increase of civil prosecutions

—
multiplication of crimes—the injurious enhancement of prices

—and the dangerous extension of credit.'

With banks increased five fold, if not ten fold since 1819, did Mr. Allen expect to

mend matters by turning Tammany Hall into an Usurer's den?
Von Muller, speaking of a commercial metropolis, (ancient Carthage,) in his

Universal History, states, that " when the public morals became corrupted by
wealth, the state suffered at the same time the evils of oligarchy and of ochlocracy.

Every thing was venal ! the -party leaders thought only of themselves, and the com-
monwealth was neglected." What remedy would Mr. Allen prescribe in such a

case, think ye 1 A Tammany Bank ! !

Mr. A^an Buren has associates whom he likes. One of these is Stephen Allen.

He has others whom he does not like. One of these is Colonel Young.

[Post mark, New York, April 15.]

Albany, April 13, 1824.

Dear Hoyt—Political affairs stand well. The nomination of Young has defeated
the flans of the opposition; and though J did what I could TO PREVENT* ITS

* Colonel Young, like Senator Allen, owes his rise to his own ability, energy, industry, talent and per-
severance. His forefathers, like those of Michael Hoifman, were from Ireland. The close of the war of

1S12, found Colonel Young, in tlie very prime of life, at the head of the House of Assembly of the State of
New York, as their Speaker—and when their session closed on the 19th of April, 1815, the excellent address
of the republican members to tlieir electors, is signed at the top of the first column by Samuel Young, who
wrote it, and near the bottom of the last by Martin Van Buren.

It is also signed by Naihaniel Pitcher, Ogden Edwards, F. A. Bloodgood, W. C. Bouck, Erastus Root,
Nathan Sanford, .lohn Wells, and many other eminent men—and it thus concludes-:
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NECESSITY, / am yet persuaded, that, under all circumstances, it is the best thing
that could be done. You will see the two addresses. To ours we have more than
two-thirds of both Houses—and though it does not speak directly of the presi-
dential question, I think its tendency, &c., can hardly be misunderstood. If

matters go as we expect, there will be a large majority for Mr. Crawford at the

next session. Indeed it is very certain that he has received a majority of both
branches. Rely upon it every thing will go well.

Yours truly, B. F. BUTLER.
" The man who has abandoned the standard of his country when the slonns of adversity were thickening

around her
;
who has mocked at her calamity when she was struggling with an insolent and vindictive foe

;

who has thrown his weight into tlie balance against her, illy deserves to bask in the sunshine of her favors,
and to participate her honors in the golden days of prosperity."

In 1824, Mr. Butler considered it a sad circumstance that obliged them to choose Colonel Young as a can-
didate for office, and ''did what he could to prevent its necessity"

—
and, in 1828, Mr. Van Buren thus

pronounced in the U. S. Senate his new shibboleth:—"It is of itself immaterial fey what -politicxu
APPELATiON 7ne7i have heretofore been called. The great question is—ichat are honestly their present
SENTIMENTS upon those great points which have from the beginning divided the American People, and
would, he/eared, continue to do so unto the end."

The Colonel Young of 181.^, whom General Jackson called the Cato of the Senate, is, in the main, the
Colonel Young of 184-5. In 1824, he went with all his soul for Henry Clay, for president

— in April 1836, he
threw up his seat in the Senate of New York, when Mr. Van Buren's scheming majority there refused to

send back to their constituents for trial, two of their party clearly convicted of enormou.s stock-jobbing
frauds—and in the fall of the same year he said—" We have departed, and are continually departing, from
the simplicity of those principles which were the price of our fathers' blood. The few are gradually mono-
polizing the rights of the many, and legislation has become the subject of bargain and sale, of venality and
corruption." Plain language this !

—but not a whit plainer than that of the Aliens, Butlers, Van Burens,
Hoyts, Barkers, Bennetts, and Coddinglons, when behind the scenes. M'itness their sentiments recorded

by themselves in this volume !

It is evident that the Van Buren party proper never gave Samuel Young a hearty support. The caucus
(106 members of the N. Y. Legislature, out of 160) met April 2, 1824, and Flagg rose to urge a selection of
Yates for Governor in preference to Young, whom he denounced as Yates's '•

bitter and implacable enemy."
Wright (now Governor) also spoke against Young and for Yates—as did E. P. Livingston.

" The Van Buren
party all supported Yates," says the Patriot, including Dudley, Bowne, Ward, &c." They counted 45 votes.

Young was nominated, but not elected. He follows Mr. Van Buren, nevertheless—defended the State Bank
charter system—and at Syracuse, 1843. and Baltimore, 1844, went energetically for

' a restoration.' The Argus
and Atlas play the favorite tunes of the parly

—each organ with suitable variations for its class of believers,
of whom tlie Colonel is an Atlas man.

A party in New York called Loco Foco had asked Colonel Young to be their candidate for Governor.
He declined, but reminded their committee, that " a demagogue of the present day, backed by a disciplined
lobby and a few mercenary presses, can rifle more plunder from the unborn than ever surrounded the

triumphal car of a Roman General."

"Tammany Hall," said the loco focos, in reply, "has become a nursery of brokers, where federalists,

monopolists, and corruptionists are fostered. The open leaders, the secret movers of the party, and their

minions, comprise a body of men whose political turpitude it would be difficult to parallel in any age or

country. They have used the parly for their own selfish purposes, and are either at the head or partici-

pating in the legalized spoils of every e.'cisting monopoly. These chartered democrats, with the assistance
of a secret society, hired presses, the slaves of office, and the ' known usages' can always caucus and pack
the General and Nominating Committees to promote the objects of aristocracy."

If this is the truth, ought not the whole people, as one man, to unite in selecting the purest, ablest men
in the State, for the Convention of 1846 1 Speaking of Mr. Butler and Mr. Van Buren's party machinery,
the Evening Post thus frankly confesses that our present system of committees, primary meetings, and
delegations are a series of base frauds :

"
It is a fact, admitted by all, [says the Post,] that our system of nominations by Conventions has become

corrupt to the core. Our primary meetings have become a disgrace and a by-word. Frauds of the basest
nature are openly and unblushingly practiced to secure delegates to the nominating committees, who will

subserve the interests of a few corrupt politicians
—who, like a greedy pack of hounds, set upon any man

who dares expose their profligacy, the profligacy of those who owe their elevation to their shameless

frauds, or propose measures of reform by which the nominations may be brought directly home to the

people."

Our next chapter will illustrate the text of the Post, and show how it is that " a few corrupt politicians"
can,

"
like a greedy pack of hounds, set upon any man who dares expose their profligacy." We will begin

with the Custom House.

This note closes with a description of Britain in July 1773, addressed to Sir Horace Mann, by Horace
Walpole, Earl of Orford, a son of the famous Sir Robert Walpole. Britain neglected all admonition,
and plunged into a career of war, bloodshed, debt, oppression, and crime, the results of which have chained
down her people to poverty in tlie sight of wealth; and there, degraded and disgraced they lie, ashamed of
their ignoble servitude, but unable to throw it off. Citizens of New York, shall we profit in time by their

example ?

"
They say the Bank is to issue five pound notes : at present all trade is at a stop and the confusion is ex-

treme. Yea, verily, the villainy and iniquities of the age are bringing things rapidly to a crisis. Ireland
is drained, and has not a shilling. The explosion of the Scotch Banks has reduced them almost as low,
and sunk their manufactures to low-water ebb What is England now? A sink of Indian

wealth, filled by nabobs and emptied by maccaronis ! A Senate, sold, and despised! A country overrun

by horseraces ! A gaming, robbing, wrangling, railing nation, without principles, genius, character, or

allies
;
the over-grown shadow of what it wa4 !"

10
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CHAPTER XVm.

Jefferson on government interferences at elections. Swartwout, Lawrence, Price,

Allen, and Wetmore's pracfice. Inspector Ogsbury. Van Bvren recommends
General Spicer of the " U. S. Lombard'^ for office. Sketch of Prosper M. Wet-
more. Alderman Purdfs petition, and Quackenboss' s counter-petition. Active

Politician's pay office, Custom House. Proscription for opinion. New Taxes

from St. Tammany. Butler enraged at Clinton'' s exposure of the '^organized
corps.'''' Col. Decatur. John MacGee'^s ivay to Office.

Mr. Butler has the word of God constantly in his mouth. How far he seeks
to square his conduct by his favorite standard let this memoir show. Mr. Van
Buren professes a devoted attachment to the principles of JetFerson and the civil

revolution of 1800. Is it for the imagination of man to conceive any course of

conduct more at variance with the doctrines of the sage of Monticello than the

practice of the tenant of Lindenuald '?

Let us compare Tammany Hall practice with the following extract from a letter—
Thomas Jefferson to Governor McKean, a signer of the Declaration of Inde-

pendence
—dated Washington, February 2d, 1801.

" Till this [the Election of President] is known, it is too soon for me to say what
" should be done in such atrocious cases as those you mention, of federal officers
"

obstructing the operation of the State governments. One thing I will sav, that
" as to the future, INTERFERENCES AT ELECTIONS. WHETHER OF
"THR STATE OR FEDERAL GOVERNMENT, BY OFFICERS OF THE
"LATTER, SHOULD BE DEEMED CAUSE OF REMOVAL; BECAUSE
"THE CONSTITUTIONAL REMEDY BY THE ELECTIVE PRINCIPLE
" BECOMES NOTHING IF IT MAY BE SMOTHERED BY THE ENOR-
" MOUS PATRONAGE OF THE GENERAL GOVERNMENT."

Immediately after the fall election of 1834, Messrs. Cornelius W. Lawrence,
Wm. M. Price, Stephen Allen, J. R. Whiting, R. Riker, Daniel Jackson, Gid'n

Ostrander, Gideon Lee, and W. P. Hallett addressed a letter to their friend Samuel

Swartwout, requesting that F. Ogsbury might be appointed an Inspector, as follows :

" New York, 22d Nov., 1834.—Mr. Ogsbury is an old inhabitant of this city
—

" a firm supporter of the administration—and IN THE LATE ELECTION
" WAS ACTIVE AND INFLUENTIAL."

Mr. Jefferson believed that interference at elections by officers was criminal—the

Jeffersoniaiis above named held out $ 1100 a year, and a sinecure, as the bribe for

being aciive and influential at elections. The reward to follow close upon the service.

If office is to be the immediate reward of active electioneering
—if 500 places, at

from 500 to 35,000 dollars a year income, are the fair recompense of struggles at

the polls, the victors to have the spoils, is not the elective principle
" smothered

by the enonnous patronage of the general government?" and will not violence,

bully clubs, bribing presses, lying tongues, and all the evils attending wholesale

corruption be among the results? Why did Morris and A^arian invade Pierce's

sanctuary at 12 P. M. on a pretended mission of purity of election, if 500 prizes
are ready to reward the men who can gain a victory, no matter by what means?
The merchants require honest, indifferent, capable officers about the Customs.
Are Messrs. Allen and Lawrence more partial to active, influential, one-sided

partisans? If so, and they can continue their system, the fair outside of our

goodly republican tree will soon exhibit incurable rottenness at heart.

Twelve thousand dollars have already rewarded, in part, Mr. Ogsbury 's
" influ-

ential
"

labors of 1834. His services now are so easy that thousands would gladly

perform them well for a sixth of his income.
Mr. Ogsbury, though he did not prosper as an Importer, was fortunate in being

the father-in-law of General Prosper M. Wetmore, usually known as Swartwout's
''

great gun." General Prosper wrote the collector earnestly urging the appoint-
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ment of his affectionate and "influential" relative—adding, that General Peter

Spicer had been promoted at Washington, and wished to resign in Ogshury's favor.

General Spicer was a keen office-hunter, and rode his mare far ahead of ordinary
beggars. He wrote to Mr. Swartvvout, March 24th, 1829, more than a month
before that gentleman entered on his duties, that he had heard that he (Sw.) had
been tendered the collectorship, and if so, he (Sp.) now tendered himself as his

(Svv.'s) deputy. "I feel a conviction," observed the gallant military veteran,
"that my mercantile experience would, oic 1 can with
confidence refer to the members of the Republican party at large in our city and
State for the claims I may be concidered to possess to your favorable concideration.

/ am AUTHORIZED to refer to the Hon. M. Van Buren and the Hon. C. C.

Cambreleng for MY POLITICAL STANDING. I likewise feel justified in

adding the names of Benjamin Bailey and the Hon. C. P. White, who have assured
me of their disposition to advance my views."
The friend of Van Buren, Cambreleng, and White, could not be resisted. The

General got Custom House rations from the date of Svvartwout's advent till his

patrons found the run of a better kitchen for him, in 1833, elsewhere. *

* Of his 'mercantile experience
"

I will only mention that a fraudulent incorporated company failed in

New York in 1326 : its first president, Thomas Hyatt, was sent to the penitentiary for perjury and whole-
sale swindlin? in its management. General Spicer succeeded him—and General Prosper M. Wetmore waa
then Vice President. The public were defrauded #600,000 tn $700,000 in a few months—Prosper was in-

dicted by a N. Y. Grand Jury, "Sept. 15, 1826, with Brown, Spencer, Hyatt and Jacl<son— turned Stales'

evidence—and is, by the intluenee of Marcy, .Bancroft and Van Buren, witli Polk, Navy Agent at New
York, one of the most important, confidential and lucrative po.sts in the Union. Whether ' the General'
will pass muster in the Senate is, like Butler's case, rather problematical.
Extract of a letter from a gentleman of undoubted respectability in N. York, to his correspondent at Al-

bany, Jan. 8, 1631. •
also told me what I did not know before, that in consequence of Prosper M.

Wetmore's connection with the '

Life and Fire ' or some other stock company, the 27th reg'i of artillery

compelled him to resign. He is, consequently, obnoxious to the military, many of whom turned their eyes
to because they thought he could defeat him. I know Wetmore only as tlie author of Lexington, &c.,
and as the great gun of Sivartwout and Lawson." This was written during a competition for the office of

Quarter Master General, Throop being Lt. Gov'r. Whether the fact is as staled I know not, bul If it be so,
the 27th reg't of artillery gained honorable laurels by ousting such a character. Throop gave him some
generalship or other in 1332. General Wetmore is, at present, a trustee of the Nautihis Life Insurance Com-
pany. Nothing could be more appropriate than such a title for the insurance companies of the last twenty
years. The Nautilus floats gaily on the surface of the ocean, in fine, calm, fair weather—spreads out a thin
membrane for a sail, and enjoys itself But the moment it find.^ the wind blowing a gale, the waves rolling,
and the storm rising, it shuts up its sail, dives out of sight, to rise no more till the return of pleasant
weather. This is not the first Nautilus that he has Ijeen a trustee of.

General Prosper probably resided in the 14lh ward of New York, when Van Buren broached his Sub Trea-

sury. The General, in the session of 1S36, had voted for as many bank charters as any other member of the

Assembly, if not more; yet he did not even blush when, as Vice President of "a large and enthusiastic

meeting," in that ward, he sanctioned Dr. Hasbrouck and Blr. ReiU's resolves, that the State had usurped
unlawful power when it chartered banks—that any legislator who should aid a broken bank, renew a char-

ier, or vote for a new one, is a traitor—and that banks with exclusive privileges are essentially fraudulent
and destructive of the public welfare !

The testimony of Vice President Prosper himself, and of President Spicer, and Messrs, Miller, Baldwin,
Falls. Reade. &c.. at the conspiracy trial, before Judge Edwards in N. York, as recorded in the N. Y. Eveiv

ing Post, shows that Mr. Polk has insulted the community by placing Wetmore where he now Is. Mr.
Polk may fiml the Butler ajreement at Nashville a had bargain yet. There will be a time to speak up.
The native hone.-ity and good sense of the American jjeople will not be appealed to in vain.

The Hudson Insurance Co. started in 182.5, with ,6200,000 of capital sworn as paid in, but except a few
cents on the dollar there was no capital at all. The stockholders paid, in 'I promise to pay, &c.' The
Albany charter cost them $3500.

'

rosper M. Wetmore. and G. W. Brown and Mark Spencer, found guilty
with Barker, and Thomas Hyatt, sent to the penitentiary, were among the directors—Hyatt being presi-
dent. In a few months they contrived lo put off their moonshine bonds for real money value, to the

amount of, say .e2-50,000. The .same Brown, Hyatt, Spencer, and Wetmore next figure as Directors In

another extra-infamous chartered concern, the U, S, Lombard Co,, Hyatt, president, Wetmore, Vice pres-
ident, and the active man of business. Sixteen persons paid for the charier, and took ,$15.1X10 worth of the

stock each, paying in 5 cenls on the dollar to set the dangerous machine agoing, hire pufl^s, puffers, &c.
The Legislature had appointed Scribal Brown I ! and Hyatt ! I I lo distribute the slock. To blind the pub-
lic, the Mayor and Recorder of N. Y, were made directors, in the act, ex-officio, but never once invited lo

attend, Hyatt, the president, and Jackson the sec'y, swore and recorded an affidavit that the stock

[8300,000] was all paid up in gold and silver, Ihough scarcely one cent In twenty had been so paid—and

knowing this state of thinss it was proved on the trial that M'etmore continued as an active manager, and

actually represented the bonds to be good thoujh utterly worthless. He (Wetmore) gave his moonshine
check, with the others, to pay (I ! I) for his stock. The checks and a trifle of cash were deposited in the
Tradesmen's Bank, vvhich gave the Lombard a f300,000 credit (! ! I) which credit was lent to the Hudson
Co., which lent It chiefly to' its stockjobbing stockholders. No security, of course.—but the Hudson slock
had been puffed up to 10 and 15 of a premium. The Lombard Co., soProsper says, divided 3 per cent—
profits, of course, though all was a dead loss. They lent largely to the knave Malapar. Wetmore swore ou

Hyatt's trial that he was intimately acquainted wilh the company's affairs, and, as V. P. paid great alien-

tion to its concerns, and tried to tiorrow $-50,000 for it I Comment is needless. Spicer. Wetmore. Butler
and Van Buren are worthy of each other—add Hoyt and Lawrence as make-weights. The means of the
Lombard Co could nowhere be found—a million of dollars of its paper were palmed off upon the honest, un-

suspecting people
—llie books were never written up—bonds were fraudulently fabricated and sent into mar-

ket to raise cash upon, but bonds to be returned. General Morgan Lewis gave cash for Sl5,000 bonds—a
dead loss. Hyatt had but little lo do after Welmore became V. P.—he did the chief business. Why talk
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Mr. Alderman Purdy, now Surveyor of the Port of New York, an office worth

$ 16,000 a year, besides its great patronage, is another of the active, party poli-

ticians, who have been long quartered upon the public at the Custom House.

Alderman Purdy {Surveyor, Port of N. Y.) to SamH Swartwout, when about to be

Collector.

" Sir—The undersigned is an applicant for the situation of Inspector of the

Customs—he has a large family to support, and, if appointed, will use his utmost

exertion to perform the duties of the office properly. For charicter and QuUfica-

tions he refers you to his friends and acquaintance. ELIJAH F. PURDY."

We the undersigned, being acquainted with Elijah F. Purdy. do recommend him

as a man of honesty, industry, and integrity, and well quahfied for the office of

Inspector of the Customs. JOHN W. HARDENBROOK,
New York, April 27th, 1829. SAM'L L. GOUVERNEUR.

Mangle M. Quackenboss (one of his securities) to Collector Swartioout.

"New York, April 27th, 1829.—My Dear Sir—I am not in the habit of

asking more of a friend than perhaps I am called upon imperiously to do, after the

master-strokes of policy, and, I may add, downright chicanery, that has been

made use of to defeat you in your justly grounded expectations, which have now
achieved their climax, to your honor be it spoken, that the weight of your character

has borne you triumphantly through, to the utter dismay of your opponents and

traducers. I have but one request to make of you, and that is to be guarded how

you give any countenance to the petition of Elijah F. Purdy for the appointment of

an Inspector of the Customs, as he is, to my knowledge, a man not to.be defended

upon, and one that has invariably supported SWAMP, alias regular nomination.

On the other, I take the like liberty of recommending Alexander Whaley, Junior,

for the appointment of Inspector, (from the 10th ward.) a man every worthy of

your confidence and patronage
—and his success would be personally gratifying to

your friends in this part of the town, and most particularly and personally so to

your true friend and brother soldier, M. M. QUACKENBOSS."

To S. L. Gouverneur, Postmaster.

Dear Sir—The bearer, Mr. Whalev, is the gentleman I spoke to you about

yesterday—HE IS A VERY ACTIVE POLITICIAN, and wants an appoint-

ment in the Custom House. You will confer a particular favor on me by giving

him a few lines of recommendation to Mr. Swartwout.

Truly yours, M. M. QUACKENBOSS.
Mem. (Hand writing S. Swartwout.)—" Alexander Whaley is strongly recom-

mended by Mangle M. Quackenboss. He is also opposed to Purdy.'"

This is neither the time nor place to dwell at large on Mr. Purdy's character—
while an Inspector his duties, except the political, were, to my knowledge, very

easy indeed. Now, himself, his son, and I do not very well know how many more

of his relatives are billeted on Uncle Sam, between Pine and Wall streets. He is

very useful to Lawrence as a channel of communication with ' the boys,' and as a

sort of foreman in the 7nachine shop.
One of the most wanton and cruel outrages I ever heard of was committed by

Police Officers Colvin and Sweet, on the person of the Reverend John Mulligan.

Damages one thousand dollars were given in a civil action, but nothing collected.

In the criminal prosecution they were found guilty, and fined $50 each, a mockery
of justice that called forth from Mr. Bryant, through the Evening Post, on the

of equality, a paternal government, and justice, and encourage vice by the successful example of the knave ?

In the N. Y. Evening Post, Feb. 7, 1827. we find the Barker, Hyatt. Lambert, Wetmore. Brown and other

rascally impostures of the day admirably exposed. -We have seen them," says the writer,
" moved by the

same wires, and playins upon the same puppets—pledging, hypothecating, and iransferine the same worth-

less bonds—the same worthless notes—the same depreciated stock—and offerin? the same bankrupt securi-

ties—sometimes to bolster up one company, sometimes another—sometimes to forward the secret schemes

of one speculator, and at others to practise some new deception upon the believins public. We have seen

them daily and hourly resort to all the miserable shifu and expedients of worthless mendacity to protract

the vile deception, and involve more innocent viclimii."
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18th of March last, strong-, pointed and well merited censures. Mayor Morria

turned them out of the police. The Post having directed its censures at Recorder

Tallmadge, was informed that he had been really anxious to have inflicted a far

more severe and adequate punishment, but that Aldermen Purdy and Vandervoort

overruled him. Sweet, an active, violent party politician, once belonged to the

Custom House, and most probably is on pay there now.

Peter Field, an Inspector whom Mr. Hoyt had removed, testified on oath before

the Com'rs of Inquiry, in 1841, that Tammany Hall assessed every oiUcer of the

Customs, a tax for electioneering expenses. One time he (Field) would not pay—
on which Egbert G. Sweet, also an Inspector, said to him "You'll be sorry for

this"—went to a book, tore out a list of the Inspectors, &c., saying,
" All you

damned sons of bitches that don't pay up will be sorry for it God
damn you, I will remember you for it." Soon after this Field was put out.

That there are such reports made by spies among the Custom House Officers, on

printed leaves, and in other curious ways and shapes
—secret, partial, and often mali-

cious—can be proved, and their authors shamed, whenever it may become necessary.

The Commissioners examined Sweet, who at once admitted that the election

subscriptions went to the Tammany Hall Committee—that he had been absent for

two or three days in succession, electioneering, as had also other officers—and had

had an altercation with Field—but had not to the best of his recollection and belief,

reported to Mr. Hoyt the names of officers who did not subscribe to the Tammany
subscriptions. As a member of Tammany, Sweet voted against Dr. Rockwell's

motion for the proscription of Leggett.
I have already stated enough to show a most infamous combination against the

liberties of the country, as stated by Mr. Jefferson—the conspirators being profess-

ing disciples of that eminent statesman.

Extract of a letter—B. F. Butler to Jesse Hoyt—Albany, January 18, 1821.—
" There is every prospect of a stormy session. The Governor [De Wilt Clinton],

has communicated the documents relative to THE ORGANIZED CORPS, accom-

panied WITH A VERY ABUSIVE MESSAGE. This business will injure him

greatly throughout the Union*
I don't think I shall be an applicant for any thing this winter—certainly not if I

can get a livmg without, which I hope may be the case."

Extract of a letter— Coe S. Downing to S. Swartwout, Collector of the port of

N. York.—dated Brooklyn, Dec. 16, 1832.—" Permit me to solicit from you a

nomination for our POLITICAL friend John Mac Gee for the office of Inspector of

Customs. Mr. MacGee is personally known to me as a ivarm POLITICAL/nen<f,
and a strmaus advocate of the present administration."

* Such are the ;?!0?« "bucktail," Mr. Butler's laatniage and senlinients relative to Governor Clinton's

Mes3ase to the Lesislature, of the 17th of January, 1821. in which he proved, exposed and condemned the
" organized and disciplined hostility" of the federal officers, as exhibited in the State Elections—pointed to

General Joseph G. Swift, the Surveyor, (who was afterwards tried for fraud as Vice President of the Life and

Fire Insurance Co., in wliich, thoiigh he escaped conviction of crime, he was very blameable,) as having
instructed the Naval Storekeeper, Decatur, at Brooklyn, [Is it he of the Chemical Bank lobby 1] to orsanize

the whole Navy Yard at the Slate election, presenting
'' a scene of undue influence and extraneous intru.sion

revolting to every friend of republican government. A government of influence and corruption," said Mr.

Clinton,
"

is the worst possible shape which a republican government can assume, because under the forms

of freedom, it combines the essence of tyranny."
"
Slavery," he added,

"
is ever preceded by sleep-and

the liberties of free states are more frequently prostrated by fraud than by force." Mr. Clinton concluded by

stating his full perstiasion that "when the personal animosities and political agitations of the limes are

buried in oblivion, he should be considered by impartial posterity aa having endeavored to deserve well of

the republic by his conduct on this occasion."

Never was a position better sustained by evidence. It has been long before the people. But the evil is

much on the increase.
Col. John Decatur to Collector Swartwout.

Portsmouth, May 4, 1829.—Dear Sir—This will be handed to you by my particular friend Blr. John

Blunt, lately a resident of this town. In making you acquainted with Mr Blunt, I take miich pleasure.

He is a gentleman who has been extensively engaged in business in this place, and in my official dutiea. as

late Naval Store Keeper, have been daily eneased' with him in mercantile transactions. For a number of

vears Mr. Blunt has supplied nur Navy Ya'rdrand I have at all times found him prompt, energetic, and

faithful in the performance of his contracts ; and where it possible for Mr. B. to reside with us, I know of

no man whom I would sooner select to the first office in my eift. For the lastfour years he has actively

and openly advocated the claims of our present worthy chief magistrate, and the reputation maintained

by Mr. Blunt has been such in this section of the country, that we trust his talents have not been ennged
unsuccessfully. Should it be necessary to have un assistant editor, to aid Mr. Noah in warding oj! the

inalignant shafts of the coalition party, irhich will he made on you. in consequence of the general sweep
which I presume you intend to make in your office. I know of no more suitable man than this said Cod of

mine, and I therefore request that you will add one more obligation I am already under, by giving him an

appointment in the Custom House. Yours with esteem and affection. DECATUR.
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Extract of a letter—Richard Cornwell, Brooklyn, Dec. 20, 1832, to the same—
" Permit me to introduce to you my friend Mr. Joh7i Mac Gee, and solicit from you
the favor of obtainrng; the appointment of one of the Inspectors of Customs for said

port. Mr. MacGee is a gentleman of good moral character, industrious habits, and
in my opinion calculated to make a useful officer in your department. From his ap-
pearance in public life

—and that is coeval with his age
—he has been a firm and

uniform supporter of democratic principles, and especially in support of our present
administration—and IT IS TO HIS EXERTIONS, as much as to any other indi-

vidual, TEAT KING'S COUNTY STANDS AS HIGH AS SHE DOES in
the political family of the state.

^'

Here is a very fair specimen of the system by which Mr. Van Buren and Mr.
Butler control our elections. Mr. John MacGee is sent to receive his pay for ex-

penditure in lungs and labor in Kings County. While the worthy citizens of

Williamsburgh and Brooklyn were admiring the almost superhuman exertions of
Patriot MacGee, and his long cherished love of Jackson and Van Buren, he was
thinking of the $ 1500 salary he would gain by it, the perquisites, and how long
he could keep them. No doubt the Brooklyn folks, in Nov. 1834, thought that

they had decided the election. Quite a mistake I Mr. MacGee, as much as any
living man had turned the scale—and a Commissioner to help to distribute the
stock of the Atlantic Bank hands him a draft on the Custom House, in full of his

patriotism, where it was duly honored.
If the administration of the day can create offices by the thousand, needed and

not needed, pay the incumbents out of the proceeds of taxation, and put up places
of $1,000 to $20,000 as prizes to be gained by the basest conduct of which

politicians can be guilty, neither life nor freehold will be safe to an owner—fraud
and villainy will triumph, and our country be degraded among the nations. Free-
men see to it.

CHAPTER XIX.

XJlshoeffer of the Evening Post—his letter to Hoyt
—

espionage among democrats.

Rose, Garniss, Shourt, Winship, Boggs, Kirk, Gross, dfc. WesterveWs pickings.
Stvartwout^s stealings. "Democrats of our stamp.'' Jeromus Johnson. B.J.
Merscrole. Abraham Le Foy. The Morning News, Burr, Mexico, Swartwout,
and place hunting.

If any one had told me five years ago, that Henry UlshoefTer, brother to the

Judge, and one of the editors of the Evening Post, had stooped to slander his

neighbors behind their backs, to their injury, collect the scandal of the hour for

Mr. Hoyt, listen to the private conversatiou of his friends at the dinner table, and
note it down secretly for the Collector, I would not, could not have credited it.

But I have copied the following extraordinary memoranda, from the original, in the

well-known hand of the subscriber to it, who had been a clerk employed in Ward
and Hoyt's office, and afterwards had an $ 800 sinecure clerkship in the Custom
House. In those days when religious majorities governed the world, fortunate was
he who professed the creed of the powers that were. Equally fortunate is that

lawyer now whose politics have no variance from those of the "
regular demo-

crats," banded together to dispense the patronage of the country among lO^them-
selves.

DePeyster, who told the young butcher's ancestor'that Mr. Van Buren " was a

damned little rascal," suffered a loss of $ 1095 per annum in his rent-roll. What
happened the conservative who exclaimed—" Who the devil is Mr. Hoyt—who
ever heard of him?" I do not know. The cartman for the Post was installed into

office, under the "judicious tariff
" of George A. Wasson. Ricard the "mere

drone," and the poor clerk who was said to be "the rankest whig breathing,"
were ignorant that an informer had undermined them. Mr. Ulshoeffer adopted
in practice Mr. L. Hoyt's convenient rule of injuring peeple, keeping them the

while in the dark.
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Address— ' Jesse Hoyt, Esq.' Endorsement—" Memorandums of H'y. Ulshoeffer relative to sundry applica-
tions for office.—17th March, 1838."

" MEMORANDUM OF H. ULSHOEFFER."
" George W. Rose, has laid before you an application for Clerkship in doors, or the office of Inspector,

whichever shall appear to be at your disposal. I have already stated to you (and I now repeat it for your
remembrance) thai he is related to me as nephew (by a sister.) He has mostly resided in the seventh ward,
where he Ivept a ship-chandler's store, as successor to my eldest brother, George Ulshoeffi;r, (they were
partiters at his death.) My brother, in his Will, directed Mr. Rose to go on with tlie Ijiishiess and pay to

my father and mother the full value of the stock at the lime of his decease, for their future comfort. Before
he accomplished this he became insolvent, but acted with good faith to his grand-parents and paid them for
the Slock (the balance due at his failure being small ) He then procured a release from his creditors by
great e.xertioiis. and with the aid of some friends went into tlie Grocery business in Cherry street, which
made ' boih ends meet,' apparently. Last May he removed his store into Coenlies' Slip, and look a partner,
and attempted to do a better business—but llie change that came over the business connnunity overset all

his calculations, and he has l)eeii wasting his means ever since in necessary expenses. To crown all his

misfortunes, his store look fire the early part of March, and his wliole stock was lost. Though the stock
was covered by insurance, it had been procured mostly upon credit, and must be paid for; and even if it had
been otherwise the prospect of doing business for a long while is but a hopeless one. Trade Is not likely to
revive for a considerable period—and Mr. Rose thinks he must finally give up. Under these circumstances,
Mr. Rose wishes to withdraw from his business, and lake such an appoinimenl as wiilafibrd him a livelihood
for a few years.

YLe is a Democrat of our stamp— is pertinacious in argument, and of good education. In the Seventh
Ward, he breasted the storm of Whiggery in 1834, and sutfered in his business some on that account. As
to his qualifications, I will assure you he is fit for any of the clerkships in doors— he writes a good hand— is

good ai figures and calculations. As to an out door appointment he is far superior to many who are now in
office. This I well know. Mr. Rose has a wife and one child—and is about 30 years of age.
As I have before said to you personally, this is an affair which I feel an interest it—and if you can appoint

him you will confer another favor (among others) on me, as well as him. It rcill also raise me in the
esteem of our family, who alfecl to believe there is no chance for him.

My brother the Judge. Mr. Jordan and others, have doubtless spoken to you on this subject.
Joseph Garniss, with whom I have been acquainted for years, is applying for the office of Inspector.

He is about 33 years of age, and was formerly a clerk of Colemar the Crockery Dealer in Broadway, where
your wife has purch;ised China ware frequently.
Garniss boards with my mother-in-law, and has for several years. Helioards in John street (2d ward.) I know

him well—his politics are of the right kind. Every day at dinner Garniss and I have a regular conversa-
tione with the Whigs at table, and I have found him firmly and enthusiastically attached to Ihe adminis-
tration

Although I have no personal interest in his application, I know of no young man I could more cordially
recommend to your notice, both on account of his politics and capacity. I place him only next to Mr. Rose
in the interest I feel in his application. Owing to change in trade and the necessity of economizing,
Mr. Colemar was obliged to dismiss Mr. Garniss, and every department seems to be filled in other places
where he has sought for employment.
He is a sinsle man.
James Monroe Winship, a young man, 19 years of age, applies for a Clerkship. He is son of Daniel

Winship, butcher of Fulton Market, and resides in the 17th ward. He is of course a Democrat, as I

know from repeated conversations. You have seen him at your house, and can judge somewhat of his
merits. As to my own knowledge of his capacity, I can say no more than that I believe him to he quali-
fied for some situation of small salary. His father has contrihuled liberally in money to the Democratic
party, and it zcould be securing a large family interest for the administration, if the appointment
could be made.
George W. Shourt wants the place of Cartinan to the Public Store in Nassau street. As he has

seen you on the subject, and you know his politics, you can form an opinion of his merit, and the expe-
diency of doing what he wishes. He has for some lime been the Carlman of the Eveniiig Post, carrying
daily the mail papers to the Post Office. He is a 15th warder, and you can take care of him without any
urging from me.
Edmund J. Gross is an applicant for the place of Inspector. He is of the lOlh ward. Of course he is

a Democrat. I introduced him to you one day in your olfice in AVall street. He is a married man of about
45 years of age, judging from his appearance. He is a respectable man, and would, I have no douljt, fill

the place creditably. He relies much on my influence in this business, but I have 7io particular interest
in his application.
William J, Boggs is an applicant for the appointment of Inspector. I am well acquainted with him—

know his politics to be thorough Democratic—and as he depends a great deal on what I say to you, I

will be candid enough to say that the letters he has laid before you, signed by Mr. Cambreleng, Col. John-
son and others, although entitled to great weight, ought not to be conclusive. He took great interest in
Mr. Coe's application for the Collectorship, and wrote letters to Washington in his behalf, and with Ely
Moore and others, endeavored to defeat your appointment.
He is at present a letter-carrier in the Post Office, and though / at one time felt disposed to do all I

could for him, some things have induced me not to urge you strongly in his favor. He is in the 10th
ward—and has a family. Mr. Coddington can tell you about iiim.

The above applicants are all rteic ones.
Of those who are already in the Custom House I will speak as follows :

James Westervelt is a Weigher, and has spoken to me about his situation. He is thoroughly loco-

foco, and ought not to be removed. Tliere is no objection to his being retained that I know of He has
been in office about eighteen months.
Peter Coutant is an Inspector, and has been in office about a year and an half I know him well. He

is one of tlie firmest of our party. Old Gilbert Coutant is his uncle. He has been persecuted formerly
by the Whigs, and had to abandon his business in consequence. He ought to be retained by all means. He
is son-in-law of Daniel Winship.
Thomas Kirk * is a Weigher, and now in office. He has not spoken a word to me on the subject of his

being retained, but I cannot omit the opportunity, while I ain making these memorandums, of recommend-
ing, cordially, his reappointment.

*Kirk was removed by Van Ness, but, being a strong friend of Van Buren, was soon restoi'ed to office by
Lawrence. Ha is now an inspector.
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He is a fine old gentleman, of our politics ;
and has been a constant visitor at the office of the Evening

Post, where he frequently discourses on politics
—and, of course, his opinions are well known to Bryant

and myself He was once of the firm of Kirk and Mercein, Booksellers of this city.
Joseph Dreypous is now an Inspector, and wishes to be transferred to the French floor in the Public

Store ill Nassau street, where the pay is the same as he now gets, and which change would enable him (on
account of greater convenience in the hours of business) to pay so7ne attention to other matters, and make
his income better—or rather enable him to instruct his children in some branches of education. In this

store he would be attendant upon the appraisers.
Knowing his politics to be decidedly Deinocratic, I would recommend, if nothing interfered in your

opinion, his transfer to the Public Store. He is a good judge of French articles, and might be of service in
that department.
Among those who are opposed to the administration, and in office, there is A. S. DePeyster, (weigher.)

He is a thorough Whig, but has urged some Democrats to speak to you for him. Look out for him !

He told Mr. Daniel Winship that " Mr. Van Buren was a dam'd little rascal," or words to that effect—
and this too very recently.
Samuel B. Fleming is a Conservatii^e Democrat of the rankest sort. He was a strenuous advocate for

Coe's appointment to the Collectorship—and said before you was nominated,
" Who the Devil is Mr. Hoyt?

Who ever heard of him ?
"

&ic.

Henry K. Frost, a Clerk, I know to be the rankest Whig breathing, and ought to be removed without

scruple.
George Ricard, an Inspector, has been in office several years, and is, I understand, in good pecuniary

circumstances, and could live without the office. He is from tlie lOth ward. He scarcely ever attends our

meetings, and is, in a political point of view, a mere drone.
Let him be removed !

Henry W*****t, an Inspector, is a drunken beast, and notwithstanding his politics, he ought to be
removed. This is public sentiment wherever he is known. Any one in the tenth ward will .say so."

(Here ends the Ulshoeffer Memoranda.]

Mr. Ulshoeffer's nephew, Rose, who "
is a democrat of our stamp," and " breast-

ed the storm of whiggery,"' had an office, and his uncle was "raised in the

esteem" of the House of Ulshoeffer. The crockery-man's clerk where Mrs.

Hoyt boucrht her china, I know nothing of.
" A large family interest was secured

for the administration" by giving the butcher's boy a " situation of small salary." As
Kirk's politics were endorsed by

"
Bryant and myself," after daily discourses at

the bureau of the Post, he kept in the saddle. Whether the Israelite, Dreyfous,
was transferred to the French floor I have not heard—but it is very probable, as
" his politics were decidedly democratic." W. J. Boggs, tho' "thoroughly demo-

cratic," was no favorite. Him he turned over to Coddington.
James Westervelt, the weigher, was reported to be "

throughly loco foco"—and
was retained.

I do not know the man, but by reference to Mr. Reyburn, President of the St.

Patrick's Society, N. Y.'s evidence before the Commission, July 9, 1841, page
638, No. 212 Congress documents, it will appear that this Westervelt, not content

with $ 1500 easily earned from government, mulcted the merchants heavily where
he had the chance. If the law gives a measurer or weigher a certain number of

days to make returns to the Custom House, and the merchant wishes sooner to

learn the weight or measure, as often happens, he must pay a heavy bribe, com-

pensation, or fee (call it what you will) for the information. Mr. Reyburn received

about 98 tons of iron by a Glasgow vessel—asked Westervelt for a copy of his return

of the weight, and obtained it on paying a few cents less than twenty dollars ! I

could have made a copy in about as many minutes. If a measurer is asked for a

copy of the weight of a quantity of coal, the by-fee is $ 5. Well may Mr. R. ex-

claim that this is "very demoralizing!" Why, there is no more use for 17

measurers at $ 1500 a year each, nor for any one of them, than there is for 17

chaplains to read morning prayers in the barge office—it is merely a poor pretext
for rewarding 17 MacGees, Westervelts, Purdys, Spicers, and Ogsburys—" active

politicians," or their friends. Secretary Ewing or Forward, reported in favor of

abolishing these sinecures, but the difficulties in Mr. Tyler's cabinet caused his

resignation. Mr. Walker's forte would rather lie in increasing 5mcA patronage than

lessening it.

The family of Ulshoeffer, as has been seen, kept one eye steadily fixed on their

own interest. Jeromus Johnson, member of Congress, Appraiser, and " democrat

of our stamp," did not seriously differ from them in his views of Custom House

Republicanism.
Jeromus Johnson was a sort of a pillar in Tammany. I think I remember him

as a legislator on " the regular" ticket as far back as 1812. In 1822 he was chair-

man of the Committee of the Assembly to which the North River and Fulton

Bank charters were referred—but whether he approved of the Commissioners who

Java Alderman Rathbona $500,000 in stook, by which he cleared $74,000 with-
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out much outlay, I have forgotten. I presume he did, for he is a rotten reed—
very. Mr. Van Buren knew his man, and he baited a political hook with an ap-
praiser's office ; hung it up in the ceiling of the House of Representatives to make
Jeromus vote straight when he went to Congress. Jerome kept his eye upon the
bait—was in due time nominated an appraiser, though he had been a conservative
and signed the Tallmadge pledge. General Jackson and Mr. Van Buren had de-
nounced the practice of tempting Congressmen from the honest and impartial dis-

charge of their duty, by holding up before their eyes embassies abroad and lucrative

offices at home if they would become mere creatures of the executive. Yet the re-

collection of the unblushing effrontery with which such bribes were given from
1829 to 1841 is enough to sicken the soul of a true patriot.

" Will you remove
the deposits to the pets?" quoth Jackson to Duane. " Not a dollar," rephed the

secretary. "Will you resign, and I'll bargain with a secretary who will ?" said

the president.
"

I'll not budge an inch from my duty, but you can dismiss me,
you know," answered the faithful minister. " Will you take the Russian embassy
and retire?" was the next question

—but $9000 a year of a sinecure, and $9000
in a present to start with, had no charms for Duane. He had to be removed—and
the supple Taney became a pliable tool in the hands of Van Buren.
Jeromus Johnson was not of the Duane school—he became an appraiser

—had to

sign appraisements he never saw, or quit ;* even Hoyt declared he had no confidence
in such a set of appraisers as Johnson, Lounsberry, &c.,nor is it to be wondered at.

Johnson had been a regular signer of recommendations for office, to Washington, the

N. Y. P. O., Custom House, &c. Here is a specimen—one of Cambreleng's
" old

and active politicians," pressing for his pay.

" New York, 30 April, 1829.—The Collector of the Port of New York.
Sir—Mr. James Maurice AN OLD AND ACTIVE POLITICIAN desires a

station in our Custom House, and is worthy of THE PATRONAGE of govern-
ment. C. C. CAMBRELENG.

I fully concur in the above. W. SEAMAN."
" Mr. Maurice is a Republican of the old school, and a warm and devoted friend

to Gen. Jackson
JEROMUS JOHNSON—JOHN HILLYER—M. M. NOAH.

Here is another wonderful document—
New York, April 29lh, 1829. To S. Swartwout, Esq. "We the under-

signed subscribers doo recommend Abraham Meserole as a iiery suitable person for

one of tlie Custom House Inspectors, and would gladly se him appointed, knowing
him too allways having been a warm supporter of Gen'l Jackson.

M. M. NOAH, JEREMIAH DODGE,
H. ECKFORD, JEROMUS JOHNSON."
WILLIAM S, COE,

Immediately below this is the following rare and curious request, on the same
sheet and page of paper.

" Dear Sir—When you have leosure, and take up the " numerous applications
for offices in the Custom house department, I make this memorandom FUR FEAR
IT MAY ESCAPE YOUR MEMORY, THAT MR. ABRAHAM MESEROLE
IS A NEPHEW OF MINE. His brother Bernard the Alderman of the 10th

Ward, was a candidate for the office I fill, supported by a strong petition of Jack-
son's friends—would take it as a particular favour, ID=' IF THERE IS A
VACANCY AFTER REMEMBERING YOUR RELATIVES, £ii if you
would give him a commission. Yours truly, JEROMUS JOHNSON."

The Meseroles were in luck. In 1840, we find B. J. an appraiser. Jerome
also wanted his son in, and the Commission of 1841, contains a detail of other queer
transactions.

In 1838, Jeromus was a director of the Bank of America, with John Targee, &c.

* See Executive Doc. No. 212 H. of R. 27lh Cong. 2d Sess. pages 235-34.

11



B^ IE FOY NOMINATES MARCY ! PURDY's PROCLAMATIONS.

This pet bank, early in 1834, had $369,000 in specie, and its needy or greedy
guardians, the directors had borrowed $436,000 of its funds, which, at 3 per cent,

a month, would bring them $ 150,000 and more yearly.
Courteous reader—had you been at the "Democratic" state convention held in

the Presbyterian Church, Syracuse, in Sept. 1836, to nominate Martin Van Buren,
and W. L. Marcy, as President and Governor, Collector Lawrence, as State Elector,

&c., you would have beheld as the New York Custom House representation, Wat-
son E. Lawrence, Elijah F. Purdy, Charles P. Clinch, and Abraham Le Foy, the

old auctioneer. And you would have seen Governor Marcy proposed for re-election

by Abraham himself, direct from the barge office. He was hired for this sort of
work. De Witt Clinton's Chair at Albany occupied by the nominee of a New York
Custom House Officer ! Friends of State rights where are ye 1

New York, 31 March 1829.

Samuel Swartwout, Esq. Respected Sir—Presuming that changes will be made in

the Custom House Department, I take this opportunity of offering myself as a candi-
date for the office of Inspector of the Customs. As to my moral and political char-

acter, as well as to claims and capability, I beg leave. Sir, to refer you to Mr. John
A. Hardenbrook, Judge Herttell, Gen. Bogardus, Col. John L. Graham, Col. Wm. L.

Morris, Hon. C. P. White, whose recommendations I can obtain, together with a ma-

jority of the Jackson members of the Common Council. If appointments are to be
made in reference to POLITICAL SERVICES (especially to the Clinton and Jackson

cause) and personal AND FAMILY considerations, I think I can satisfy Mr. Swart-

wout, that I am not deficient in either qualification. I presume that Mr. Swartwout is

aware that Henry Abel and Abraham Bowdine, both Custom House Insp., are mere
shadows of John Targee. ABRAHAM LE FOY.

Mr. Cornelius W. Lawrence's course in the Custom House, may be guessed from
the facts stated in this volume. He may talk

"
Jefferson," but he'll out-Herod

Herod in the way of political corruption. See if he don't !

In a letter signed by Cornelius W. Lawrence, Thos. Herttell, John Lorimer

Graham, and George D. Strong, addressed to S. Swartwout, and dated 8th Dec.

1834, at N Y.—they say—" Mr. Le Foy from that time to the present has been an active, zealous, and
efficient advocate of democratic principles, and has very materially aided in sustain-

ing the present administration, and we believe that no individual who has been
selected as an Inspector of the Customs has presented stronger personal or political
claims to your favorable notice."

That honest and steady patriot, Wm. M. Price, privileged to plead for the op-

pressed, according to law, thus adds his testimony, (Dec. 10, 1834.)"
I am not acquainted with any individual who presents stronger personal and

political claims to your consideration than Mr. Le Foy.
His appointment would afford great gratification to a great number of your per-

sonal and political friends, and confer an especial favor on yours truly,
WILLIAM. M. PRICE.

The N. Y. Morning News is edited by J. L. O'SuUivan, and the establishment

is upheld as the mouth-piece of Messrs. Purdy, Lawrence, Bowne, Allen, Wet-
more, and the "regular" Tammany Hall clique, who issue their mandates offi-

cially, over the editorial head. It presented the ludicrous appearance, not long
since, of Tammany Hall proclamations, signed by Purdy, the Custom House Sur-

veyor, as Chairman of the political club at that tavern ; and immediately under, in

the very same column, the most spiteful attacks on Mr. Van Ness, then collector

for lO^interfering in politics !

" The removal of Mr. Van Ness," say the Tammany Hall Committee, thro'

the News of June 26th, 1845, was " an act of self-defence against a long course

of insolent, corrupt, and aggressive interference on the part of the Custom House
in all our local politics." The reader will already have seen that a New York
Collector is a political agent of the powers at Washington, placed in the Custom
House at New York, for the purpose of aiding in carrying all elections in that vast

Commercial Capital, whether City, State, or federal, for the party of which his em-

ployers are the leaders. And yet Messrs. Wetmore, Butler, Bowne, Purdy,
O'Sullivan & Co., in the above manifesto, justify Mr. Van Ness's removal, and
the appointment of the Old Auctioneer, Lawrence, on the score of political med-

dling.



SWARTWOUT's connection with AARON BURR WItKINSON. S3

In the same paper they accuse his brother, General Van Ness, the Washington
banker, with supporting Burr. Was not Mr. Van Buren, Burr's clerk? Was not

Samuel Swartwout, Burr's agent ? Is not the reflection on Gov. Van Ness a cen-

sure on Andrew Jackson for appointing Swartwout, knowing that fact, and on

President Van Buren for continuing him a twelve month after his accession'!

The history of Col. Burr's attempt to dismember the Union, levy war against his

country, seize certain foreign possessions, and found in the South and West a new

empire, more friendly to England than to his own free home, is not new. His

trial, disgrace, sslf-banishment, and retirement from political life, are facts well

known. Samuel Swartwout, who, with Erick Bollman, was arrested in the Burr

conspiracy times, for high-treason, was a steady follower of Burr—and General

Wilkinson (I quote the Richmond Enquirer of Sept. 1807) testified on Burr's trial

at Richmond, that Mr. Swartwout, then a bold, manly, athletic youth, was actu-

ally concerned in the plot.
General W. swore that Swartwout had called at his head quarters, at Natchi-

toches, on the 8th of Oct. 1806, with a letter of introduction from Jonathan Day-
ton of N. J. and that he said he had been in company with Peter V. a son of

Matthias Ogden, who had proceeded onward to New Orleans. Colonel T. H.

Gushing, who was with General W. when Mr. S. arrived, having retired for a few

minutes, Mr. Swartwout slipped from his side pocket, a letter and packet which
he said he was charged by Colonel Burr to deliver to him (Gen'l W.) The letter

was produced by Gen'l W., and was a formal introduction of Swartwout by Aaron

Burr, dated at Philadelphia in July. The secret communication from Burr to Wil-

kinson adverted to the intended expedition, and referred to Swartwout for further

intelligence, who [said Gen'l W.,] stated " that Col. Burr, supported by a nu-

merous and powerful association, extending from New York to New Orleans,
was about to levy an armed force of 7000 men, with a view to carry an expedition

against the Mexican provinces
"—that New Orleans was to be seized—" that naval

protection would be had from Great Britain—that he (S.) was to meet Col. Burr
and General Dayton at NASHVILLE, on the 20th of Nov.," &c. The envelope
also covered a letter to John Peters, Nashville, and a letter from General Daytort
to him (Wilkinson), also partly in cypher, asking "Are you ready? Are you
and your associates ready?

—Wealth and Glory, Louisiana and Mexico," &c.
Col. T. H. Gushing of the 2d U. S. Infantry, deposed that he was shown these

letters by the General, the morning after Mr. S. arrived. As to Messrs. Burr and

Dayton's autographs there could at least be no mistake—they were well known.
On the 26th of Dec, previous to the trial, Gen'l W. made affidavit at New Or-

leans to the leading facts, and swore that he believed that Swartwout and Ogden
were parties to an insurrection against the laws of the U. S.—and the General's

appointments in Canada, &c., afterwards, are the best possible proofs that Jefferson,

Madison, and their friends in Va. fully believed him.

The newspapers of N. Y. reported that Mr. S. had assassinated the General for

thus testifying, but he was too brave to do that. He challenged him, and when
Wilkinson replied

" that he held no correspondence with Traitors or Conspirators,"
he posted him as a treacheTOus, perjured poltroon.

^

Major Morgan Neville, of Cincinnati, the bosom friend of S., was a Burr man iii

these days. He married a niece of Capt. Heth of Richmond, one of Burr's securi-

ties. Neville and Swartwout and Andrew Jackson were early friends. Last war
all the Swartwouts fought well. Samuel married Miss Alice Ann Cooper, in

New York, in Dec'r, 1814. He was a primitive Jacksonian, and called the first

Jackson meeting ever held at Tammany. He toasted Jackson as "an honest man
and a hero," adroitly secured the interest of Ex-President Monroe and of his

nephew, S. L. Gouverneur—kept his eye steady on the Collectorship, as lesser

place-hunters do on lesser offices—talked of patriotism and thought of place
—

got
it—carried off or allowed to be embezzled, a million and a quarter of dollars, and

is now said to be very poor. When Hull was employed, government were at

fault—he was too old. Had he been shot after trial, as justly sentenced to be,

other incapable or feeble officers, who did much mischief last war, would have been

kept out of the way. So with Swartwout. A ruined speculator and his comrades

ought never to have had the Customs—nor ought his crimes to have been passed

over, by collusion, as they were. He was keen and knowing, and, two to one, is

only acting the poor bankrupt.
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CHAPTER XX.

Swartwout and Texas—How Texas got settled. John Y. Mason's speculations. A
Swartwout memoir suggested. Swartwout and Van Buren. Tammany Hall and

Van Ness. Inspectors sent from Albany. Corrupt political appointments
—J. M.

Wheeler, <^c. The Custom House Divan. Old Job Furman. Surveyor Attivood.

Major Swartwout was a shrewd, artful man, and as he had got a powerful

position by ministering to the great man above him—he resolved to keep it by

studying his humor. That Jackson was resolved to have Texas, and not ill-

disposed to receive a still larger slice of Mexico, he knew far better than his neigh-

bors—and having no money of his own, he applied that of the public to the settle-

ment of Texas. In due time much more will be brought to light
—meantime the

following letters will speak for themselves—they need no comment :

Collector Swartwout, New York, to Col. Frost Thorn, Nacogdoches, Texas.
New York, November 11, 1835.

Dear Sir— General John Y. Mason, has been requested, by me, to deposit with

you a certificate or grant of eleven leagues of land in texas, which I pur-

chased from him, and which he has kindly agreed to procure to be recorded at

Nacogdoches, and get the commissioner to name a surveyor for. I have also given
James Morgan a letter or order to receive the same, which order I will thank you to

honor on presentation, as INIr. Morgan is to locate the same for me. and is a citizen

of Texas."

Collector Swartwout, New York, to Col. Frost Thorn, Nacogdoches, Texas.
New York, 11 February, 1836.

My Dear Sir—I received a draft from you yesterday for 1000 dollars at 60 days,
which was promptly accepted, but there was no letter of advice accompanying it.

This I regret, as I do not know what it is for, although I presume it is intended for

the Texian cause. If so, please to inform me by return post
—General Mason leaves

this for Nacogdoches tomorrow morning. He goes on for the purpose of locating
his grants, I have requested him to speak to you about Carahalls business, about

which I will thank you to wnrite me
;

I have paid your third draft, or rather my third

note due 28th January. My interests are now very large in Texas, and I pray you
to do all vou can to sustain Mason. You must not forget that we who have hitherto

purchased and paid for our lands were in a great degTce, the cause of your getting
60 many gallant men into your country. I received a newspaper of your place of

the 2d January, this morning, and thank you for it. We all feel that Texas is now

Independent. But my dear sir, do not let your new government run into extrava-

gancies, let them confirm all the land grants, and it will give confidence to those

who may become purchasers, or residents hereafter. Let them decree that holders

in the states shall have their rights preserved, and they will increase the value of

their public domain. Let them also authorize foreigners or people in the states and

in Europe, to hold real estate as if they were on the soil. Nothing would so far

give character to your country.
As you are an old and respected citizen, your advice ought to have weight.

Therefore speak.
Do my dear friend let me hear from you what is my atogue noiv worth, that is

when you shall have made and maintained your independence? Write me all about

that and other matters—
Believe me very sincerely yours, SAMUEL SWARTWOUT.

As far as I can learn their early history, the brothers Swartwout began life as

working painters. They kept an oil, paint, and dye-stuflj" store in New York, at the

commencement of the war of 1812, and behaved very well in that contest. Their

biography
—the good and the bad of it—if they would entrust their papers to some

able and discreet friend—would be a very interesting, curious, and pleasant volume.

Of life, they tasted much of the bitterness—much of its sweets—the romance and

the sad reality
—the pains and the pleasures. Look at S. Swartwout's letter to
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Hoyt, of March, 1829. He would be the man for a family biographer
—if as candid

to the public as he was there to Jesse.

Texas has done more for northern politicians than people are aware of. It

upheld Swartwout—raised Lawrence, Morris, Marcy, Ritchie, &c.—and is in the

mouth of every office-beggar of note who enters Washington, save and except a

ievj of Mr. Van Buren's folks, who went on t' other tack to catch votes in their

particular localities.

Mr. Van Buren* tried to get one of his creatures into the Custom House in

1829, but Swartwout outgeneraled him—this caused a coolness, but it did not last

long. A mutual friend persuaded them to dine with him, bury the hatchet, and

play into each other's hands. They did so—and after that John Targee and his

folks began to have an influence and get their friends appointed to snug berths.

Next year Swartwout got mad at Van Buren, quarreled with and called him
" a d d contemptible, little monkey"—all of which the latter forgave and

politely invited the former to serve out his term.

Messrs. Lawrence, Wetmore, Purdy, O'SuUivan, &c., seem to have cherished

far more affection for Hoyt and Swartwout than for Van Ness, of whom they say
in the number of the News I have quoted, that " when in town he spends a much
less number of hours in his office than any of his predecessors have done

;
and that

during those hours he is with much difficulty accessible to merchants—busily

employed, we suppose, in turning round and round the wheel of appointments
—in

a somewhat superfluous regulation of the politics of a ward—or a menacing inqui-
sition into the reported disaffection of a trembling inferior." f" There will not be very many changes in the Custom House till the fall elec-

tions," said a confidential friend of Mr. Lawrence, to me, a few days since.
" Those who do their duty then will assuredly not be forgotten."
John W. Wheeler, an Inspector under Messrs. Hoyt and Swartwout was re-

moved by Mr. Curtis. Mr. Van Ness reinstated him. His original recommenda-
tion to Swartwout was signed by John Lovett and his colleague, as aldermen of the

13th ward. They told the Collector to "
place him in a situation to render much

service to the party"—and represented him as "
having been long known to us as

ONE OF THE MOST EFFICIENT ELECTIONEERERS IN OUR WARD,
in support of General Jackson and the State."

If such appointments as this are not treason against society, what can be ? Is

this the John W. Wheeler who voted in 1833 for Dr. Rockwell's motion at Tam-

* There was evidently the best possible understanding established between Mr. Swartwout and the Albany
egency as early as 1835, for in that year and 1836, Marcy, Wright, Croswell. J. Van Buren, Corning, &c.,

are liberal in their letters to him, recommending candidates for his Hospital. Seymour and many others
thus got places. On the 23d of March, 1836, Edwin Croswell (the Argus) recommends Barnum Whipple to
his " most favorahle consideration"—assures him that his (W.'s)

"
pecuniary circumstances render it pecu-

liarly desirable at this time" that he siiould be admitted into Swartwout's Poor House—and thus sums up
his character—"

Yixs political qiuzlifications are equally unquestionable ; being a uniform Republican of the
Old School."
Mr. Attorney General Van Buren thus endorses Whipple on the same sheet :

"Samuel Swartwout, Esq,
—Dear Sir—I fully concur in the foregoing [Croswell's] recommendation of

Capt. Whipple, and as he is a very clever fellow, to boot, I hope you will be able to do what he asks.

Yours truly, J. VAN BUREN.
Albany, March 23rd, 1836."

Of course, S. S. could not resist
" a very clever fellow," backed by a V. Buren and a Croswell. W. was

duly installed as Inspector, at gl098 a year—his duties being, employed I presume, on the political side of
the department, for which his "po/iVica? qualifications" and ''uniform" step in the ranks of fashion at

Albany, had doubtless prepared him. I believe he chews his oats quietly, for I never saw him any where
conjugating the verb "

to do," e.xcept in the nation's biennial blue book—head "
Salaries."

t
" We have seen," continues the News,

" numbers of sound and respectable Democrats, with families

dependant for bread on their places, actually turned abruptly out, without the slightest impeachment, or

possible impeachment, of their faithful performance of their duties ; while great numbers have been retained
or appointed, both of Whigs and persons fairly entitled to he termed the scum of our population, skimmed
up from the pot-house, the brothel, the gambling table and the fighting ring When has it

ever before been known, under any other administration of the Custom House, that a ship master, receiving
an Inspector on board, has actually, from the notoriety of the bad character of the latter, set one of his crew
to watch him, while he sent to the proper office to insist on having another officer to discharge his cargo?"

The scum of society, "skimmed up from the pot-house, the brothel, the gambling table, and the fighting
ring"—the no/on'oMs inspector and the "vagabond rowdies" remain in office under Lawrence. A''ery few
of them have been moved ; yet Wetmore, Purdy, Tammany, and the News are silent as the grave ! All

they desired was the removal of Van Nes.^, the control of the merchants, the fingering of the cash, and the
command of '' the organized corps." Every Congressman-elect of the Slate and party

—every congressional
district in Ohio. New York, and Michigan, petitioned Mr. Polk to remove Van Ness. This, reader, is

organized Van Burenism.
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many Hall, denouncing Wm. Leggett and proscribing the New York Evening
Post?*

Duly endorsed as " a warm supporter," by M. M. Quackenboss, one of the
Collector's bail, Mr. McCorkell comes forward to be recompensed for his " sacri-

fice of time and money." $1095 a year, and perquisites, are my price, quoth
Mr. McCorkell.

" To S. Swartwout, Esq. April 13, 1829.
Sir—Having always been a Republican, and, having zealously advocated the

Election of Andrew Jackson to the Presidency
—for the advancement of which I

have made much sacrifice of time and money—I feel myself entitled to present my
claims before you, confident that you will do justice to me, (though but an humble

individual,) who have worked in the same good cause in which you have acted so

conspicuous and successful a part.
I ask respectfully to be appointed one of the Inspectors of the Customs for this

port"—&c. CHARLES McDERMOT."

John Morris,
" an ardent and capable politician," applied for his share of the

spoils to Collector Swartwout, in 1831, immediately after the close of his (Mor-
ris's) political exertions at the fall election of that year. He was recommended by
the signatures of John Yates Cebra, Daniel Jackson, C. P. White, Cha's Henry
Hall, Walter Bowne, and Jeromus Johnson. Alderman Cebra wrote his friend

Swartwout as follows :
—" New York, Nov. 21, 1831.—Mr. Morris has for sev-

eral years been one of our most active and efiicient Jackson republicans in the
first ward—anrf is now ACTIVELY AND ZEALOUSLY engaged with ws." f

* Here are more specimens.

To S. Swartwout, &;c. 23 April, 1829.—"
I have been throughout decidedly Jacksonian.

ISAAC McGAW."
" Mr. Isaac McGaw, who wishes the place of Inspector, is, as I understand, an original friend of ours.

J. OAKLEY."
" The Targee dynasty has long enough filled these oftcea with broken-down politicians, (kc.

GEO. W. WILSON."
Samuel Swartwout. Esi.—Dear Sir—Mr. George S. Messerve of the Uth Ward is an applicant for the

appointment of Inspector of Customs. Mr M. has been a strong party man, and is at present an ardent
supporter of the present general and state administrations, and I have no doubt liis appointment would
give general satisfaction. WALTER BOtt^'E.
New York, April 30, 1835.

Extract from the application of John I. Moore of Flatbush for office, dated April 30, 1829, (His petition
was endorsed by Ab'm. M. Valentine, S. M. Fitch, &c.]—"

Y'our petitioner has always acted with the re-

publican party. And for the considerations aforesaid [that and his srand-father's patriotism] he does

sincerely hope and trust that he may now, IN SOME MEASURE BE REWARDED, with a smaU situation,
by this just and enlightened administration."

New Y'ork, 28 April. 1829.
To the Collector of the Port of New Y^ork.—Sir—The bearer. Mr. Benj. C. Burdett, WAS ZEALOUSLY'

ENGAGED IN OUR LATE CONTEST, and deserves the appointment he solicits, which I understand to be
that of an Inspector. I am, &c. C. C. CAMBRELENG.

[To the same.]—New York, 22d May 1829.
" Sir—Havin? been durine the late Presidential contest AN ACTIVE AND ZEALOUS FRIEND of Gen-

eral Jackson, AND HAVING DONE MY' UTMOST in his support, I take the liberty of soliciting from vou
the appointment of an Inspector of the Customs for this city ARCH. McCORKELL."
This civil request is favorably endorsed on the back by Campbell P. and Robert White, James McBride,

Ab'm. Bell, k Co., Ogden, Ferguson, & Co., &c. Comment is surely useless.

t Francis B. Fitch was, in 1826, a lottery-office keeper in Wall street, and had been a partner of Jona-
than Rathbone. It so happened that his was the first name called on the jury on the first trial of
Jacob Barker, Wm. P. Rathbone, Rlark Spencer, Joseph G. Swift, George W. Brown, and their colleagues,
for a conspiracy to defraud the public, in the matter of "

the Life and Fire," Fulton and Tradesmen's
Banks, (&c. Mr. Blaxvvell objected to Fitch, that he was implicated, and had an interest contrary to jus-
tice, through his connection with Castle Garden, Antoine Malapar's Marble Bank, and the Life and Fire
Company, and that he was a non-resident. Triers were appointed. Fitch sworn a juror, the jury did not
agree, (although the next jury did)—and the next we hear of Fitch is in the Blue Book, as one of Major
Swartwoul's "

organized corps" of Inspectors, with excellent "
political qualifications," as Croswell would

say. Jesse Hoyt and B. F. Butler contended, as counsel for the accused, that Filch was the right sort of
juror

—but, as Collector and District Attorney, these worthy functionaries were prepared to degrade the
whole mercantile body in New York as unfit to sit as jurors in the courts of their country.
As a specimen of tlie practice in the New York Custom House, let me refer to one of Mr. Hoyt's secret

books, noting the results of a meeting of the heads, and their informers and advisers.
1st ward—Now in office.—W. F. Boyle—Henry Leveley. In the opposition. R. John Everett—conser-

vative—with us now.—6th ward. Jos. Dreyfous, 'conservative, noip with us"—"a great mistake—
food."

—8th ward. John C. Neibuhr, clerk—R, C. Morris—both doubtful—never at a meeting of the ward
efore the last, Robert S. Newby, clerk, voted the democratic ticket. John J, Earle. conservative, but

vith )ia now.—9th ward,—Joseph Gideon, do. do.—W^m. Cairne.s, lukewann. Isaac Bluxome, doubtful.
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CHAPTER XXI.

An army of Demagogues. Blair and the Globe—a press bought for him by Noah,
<^c.
—his career. Some facts about the Albany Argus—Messrs. Butler and Van

Bureii's letters. Wm. Leggett. Van Buren extols Jackson in '44—his press tra-

duces him in '24. A Regency Team. Hoyt and the Times. The Standard,
Election Times.

I have already exhibited enough of the machinery by which Mr- Van Buren
moves his "

organized corps," to enable the reader, to judge whether the follow-

ing commentary, by the Charleston Mercury, is not one of the most appropriate that
could be made. In 1829, Mr. Van Buren reached Washington—Mr. Blair became
the favorite. His paper came into existence, as he said, at the command of one

president, was continued by a second, and ordered out of existence by a third.

[From the Charleston Mercury.)
" The tendency of the Globe has been to make the interests of party usurp the place of hs principles—

and a very obvious result has been to convert all the offices and expenditures of the government into a erand
party trea^jury, out of which an army of demago^es is to be fed. Such an army exists on both sides

;
a

vast multitude who create nearly all the disgraceful turmoil of our elections, and whose sole interest in pol-
itics is notoriously the hope of olSce ; who demand proscription when they are out and denounce It when
they are in ; who scruple not in the face of day to transfer their violence and noise from one party to the
other, and by their shameless pretensions to principles bring every good cause into contempt, and lead too

many to conclude that all party contests are only a disguised struggle between demagogues for the gains of
office. Who does not see thai this is becoming more and more the case, and that our "elections are~assum-
ing the character of a strife of mercenaries for pay I We will not stop to argue that the Government of the
country is thus corrupted and the public liberty endangered ; that is manifest.

_

The affairs of the Government will come to be distributed among men who have no feith or honor—whoso
life is a glaring and shameless lie—who have already sold themselves for gain, and to whom the worst pec-
ulation would scarcely be loss of character. And in most cases, these demagogues are unfit, from ignorance
for the duties of othce. The education of a street politician is truly a notable preparation for the business of
an accountant. And this incompetency has led and will continue to lead to the multiplication of offices
Thus because the country is first wronged by putting idle and ignorant men in office, it must be further
burdened by an increased e.xpense, as a remedy. Thus, to make 'party services' the qualification for

place, is to insure that we pay an enormous price for a very bad article."

Is not the above, a true commentary on the facts I have condensed in the two
last chapters

—and if so, what ought to be done about it 1

Mr. Van Buren affirms that such a state of things is the best we can have. In
his letter of condolence with Blair and Rives, dated April 24th, 1845, he asserts
that such an establishment as their Globe had been, at the seat of the federal gov-
ernment, was of "

vital importance
"

to the success of our cause, is incapable of

exaggeration. It will be hereafter seen that he uttered similar sentiments many
years before, as to the importance of having an Argus and a Croswell at the seat
of the State government. For my part, I think that the hoist he gave to the Globe
and its covetous managers has, thus far, been the best act of Mr. Polk's adminis-
tration.

Francis P. Blair of Kentucky was, like Amos Kendall, a strong supporter of Mr,
Clay until 1825, when he joined General Jackson. He was poor

—owed the United

lOth ward, Ed. J. Gross, (application for office.) Mem. " Belones to the Methodist society."—13th ward,
BI. B. Campbell—no< thorough—late a convert. 17th Ward, P. P. Livingston, conservative—zcj/A us
now—George W. Matsell (no remarks.)
Henry C. Attwood. Hoyt's note—"

very strong papers."—Levi D. Slamm. J. Lawrence Benedict—by
11 M. C.'s.

When the attempt was made to defraud the Tradesmen's Bank, in 1826, a number of mock directors were
voted for, one share each having been previously entered in their names. One of these was Job Furman.
Whetherhe acted on the appointment I know not, but after Eckford became a surety for Swartwout, Job
got .S1095 as a pension, under the name of Inspector. Mr. Van Ness removed him a few months since.

Henry C. Attwood kept tavern at the corner of Allen and Houston streets. Had a talent for manaeing
rowdies, organizing mobs, &c.. was a delegate to the Van Buren Convention of 1843, at Syracuse, well off as
to worldly means, and now keeps the tavern known as Hermitage Hall. In the fall of 1843, the Tammany
clique set him up as their candidate for high-sheriff of New York, and thereby insured the election of Mr.
Jones, the Whig candidate. He is a native of Connecticut, and in May, 1S37, applied to Swartwout for an
inspector's birth, being

"
out of employ, with a dependent family." His character was then endorsed by

Alderman Lee of the 10th, Cornelius Murray, and M. M. Quackenboss—also by W. H. Ellis, Ollector,
New Haven. Mr. Tyler nominated him as Surveyor of the Port, and he held that lucrative office for a few
months, but the Senate refused to confirm him, Mr. Polk declined to renominate him—Alderman Purdy
supplanted him—and he had to take S1500 a year as a Guager, another person having been displaced to
make way for him. His brother got an Inspectorship

—and betwixt the $2.595 from the public and iheir
tavern the family of the Attwoods continue to thrive. Mr. H. C. A. is a very serviceable instrument in
the hands of such men as I have described—nor will his scruples be at any lime found to stand in the way
of his interest.
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States Branch Bank at Lexington, paper on which was his name and the names
of other persons, amounting to $20,744—and when some $2000 had been paid
on one of the notes, he was released for a fee of $ 37, and the payment of another
man's obligation for $200. In 1830, therefore, he was insolvent.

He came to Washington in 1831, without types or press
—received Mr. Van

Buren's missive to the leaders of the party at New York—was set up in Washing-
ton, and his press paid for by Messrs. Noah, Swartwout, Hoyt, Bowne, Jackson,
Hamilton, Gouverneur, and Cornelius W. Lawrence. Richly have they been re-

paid for the outlay
—Mr. Blair speedily rose from poverty to the possession of im-

mense wealth—resided in a splendid mansion—gave dinners and suppers to presi-

dents, foreign ambassadors, cabinets and congressmen in a style of oriental mag-
nificence—played on his organ (the Globe) the party tunes his employers re-

quired
—and no other—where they enjoined silence he was mute—if they bade him

attack vice or virtue—the good or the bad—he was ready. No tiger could be
more fierce—no wolf more blood-thirsty. He could take any part. But to

his keepers he was tame—a word from them awed him into instant stillness.

The Committees of Congress, of the Van Buren party, carved out immense jobs
—

$ .500,000 in the Documentary History alone—the work of Congress and the Exec-

utive, worth $40,000 a year was most times in his hands. In a luckless hour he
was bidden to tell, or Amos Kendall told, thro' his columns, that Governor Hilljof
New Hampshire was "the mere tool of the administration" of Mr. Tyler

—and

then, if not before, were family secrets disclosed, and the unjust and enormous

prices, and the vast and profitable contracts, of the Van Buren wire-worker at

Washington, revealed to the world. Mr. Blair was soon able to bet heavily on

elections, and it is said that he did so—able to endorse notes and make pecuniary
advances to influential congressmen

—
aye, and to lend $ 10,000 to his patron,

General Jackson.

When Mr. Hoyt broke down—when the Manhattan Bank affair happened
—as

well as on other similar occasions, where his party suffered, Mr. Blair maintained a

decent silence—but when Morris and Varian had caught a paper parcel at Pierce's,
which Hoyt, Lawrence, Allen, Edmonds, and Butler sat in judgment upon, one
would have supposed the Globe a moral earthquake. Yet its owner's eye, like

Croswell's, was ever on the spoils
—his avarice, like that which filled Pizarro when

he broke faith with the Inca. Pickens in Congress called him " a galvanized corpse."

New York, Saturday, 18th February, 1832,

" To Jesse Hoyt—M. M. Noah—Samuel Gouverneur—Walter Bowne—William
P. Hallett—Samuel Swartwout—Cornelius W. Lawrence—James A. Hamilton,
and others.

Gentlemen—When F. P. Blair, Esq. was m this city, you each subscribed a

certain amount, for the purpose of furnishing him with a Printing Press.

At the meeting of his friends on that occasion, the subscription was short of the

amount required
—but I well recollect the Pledge you made—which was—that the

Press should be furnished and paid for—and that he might rest assured of its being
forwarded as soon as it could be procured.
The press has been sent to Mr. Blair, under the direction of some of the sub-

scribers—and $1370 paid on account of it—the balance due the maker is $652
50 cents, for which he has commenced suit against me.
As I did not either contract with, or have any thing to do with Mr. Hoe, the

maker of the Press, except my exertions in collecting the subscriptions, and paying
them over, I shall of course resist the payment of it.

It appears to me that this matter ought not to be svhjccted to an investigation in a

Court of Justice. Mr. Hoe should be paid for the Press—and I think the gentlemen
who pledged themselves to Mr. Blair, are, in honor bound, to pay immediate atten-

tion to the subject.
I therefore suggest that you meet for the purpose, at the Bank Coffee House, on

Tuesday evening at 7 o'clock.

Yours very respectfully, DANIEL JACKSON.

The History of the Albany Argus is longer than that of the Globe, but the aspect
of the northern official differs only from that of the southern, in its adaptation to a
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different purpose, the management of only a single state. Mr. Jesse Buel was its

first proprietor, and he sold out to Moses I. Cantine, a brother-in-law of Martin Van
Buren, and Isaac Q. Leake his partner, who had been cashier of the old Buffalo Bank,
and left it when the brokers were redeeming its notes at a shilling to the dollar.

Mr. Cantine was an attorney
—Leake had been bred in a bank—of printing they

were profoundly ignorant
—but party machinery placed them at once in the lucrative

position of state printers*
—the Regency were all of them ready to act as editors,

each man writing on that which most interested him. Cantine was a state senator,
and had voted for banks and insurance companies, wholesale.

Senator Van Buren to Mr. Jesse Hoyt. Jan'y 31, 1823.

My Dear Sir—I am overwhelmed with the account of poor Cantine's death. I

knew that nothing from me can be necessary to secure your zealous attention to

Mrs. Cantine's interest, if any thing can be done for her. I have written to Mr.
Hoes to be at Albany ; you will find him a most useful man. I have also written

to Mr. Buel, which letter I want you to see. Among you all you must do the best

you can. If any thing can be done for Mrs. C. I hope and believe no republican
will oppose it. MR. HOES AND MYSELF ARE RESPONSIBLE TO MR.
BUEL FOR $ 1500 of the last payment. If nothing better can be done, no per-
son ought at least to be appointed who had not previoushj purchased the establishment—
and under no circumstances ought any one to be appointed who is not a sound, practica-

ble, and, ABOVE ALL, DISCREET republican. WITHOUT A PAPER THUS
EDITED AT ALBANY WE MAY HANG OUR HARPS ON THE WIL-
LOWS. With it, the Party can survive a thousand such convulsions as those

which now agitate and probably alarm most of those around you. Make my sincere

thanks to Mr. Duer and Mr. Sutherland for their kind letters, and tell them I will

write them soon. In haste, yours truly, M. VAN BUREN.

Mr. B. F. Butler, to Mr. Jesse Hoyt.
<'

Albany, June 5, 1824.

My Dear Sir—You have by this time heard the consummation of the Gover-
nor's folly by the issuing of his proclamation You will see that the

Argus business has been at last accomplished. I was obliged to become responsi-
ble for the moderation of the New York paper, and to execute a Bond of Indem-

nity, &c. I have written to Hamilton for it. Do see that it is sent soon.

Yours ever, B. F. B."

Mr. Noah, in 1839, mentioned that he was nominated as State Printer by a

Democratic Legislature, but that Mr. Van Buren, being opposed to him, "set
Jesse Hoyt and other tools at work and defeated him, and brought up Croswell"
from Catskill, who was elected. Mr. William Leggett gives us a graphic sketch
of Croswell and his confederates—very. Here it is—
"
They are a set of creeping, dissembling creatures, who have grown fat on the drip-

pings of unclean bank legislation
—a knot of cat-paced, sly faced, cringing, artful, fel-

lows, who go about among the members of the legislature, smiling, and bowing, and

shaking hands with all they meet, and disclosing their schemes in broken whispers,
eked out with knowing shrugs and nods—they are men who strive to turn all political

questions into a lever to raise up and set in motion their own nasty, selfish projects.
Of this CABAii we believe the state printer to be the soul and center."

Leggett's course alarmed Van Buren, and he wrote to Butler and others to do
their utmost to conciliate him in a quiet way.

* The Columbian oi March 3d, 1821, states, thai Blessrs. Hosford of Albany offered to do the public
printing for one third less than the Legislature afterwards agreed to pay Cantine and Leake, and Mr. John
C. Spencer was for letting them have it; but Ulshoeffer had previously drilled the party, and $7000 of addi-
tional profit thus went into the pockets of C. and L.

In February, 1821, says the Northern Whig,
" Martin Van Buren having procured himself to be made

Senator of the United Slates by the legislative caucus—(for the majority were against him)—then
directed the following appointments to be made, viz: J, I. Van Allen, the half brother of Martin, Surrogate,
and to be the assistant judge of the common pleas ; Martin's brother. Abraham Van Buren. to be clerk ; a
Mr. Wilcoxon, who is the partner of Van Allen, who is the brother of Martin, to be District Attorney ; Cor-
nelius Hogeboom, who is the brother-in-law of Abraham, who is the brother of Martin, is an atfiJavit com-
missioner; Barnet Hoes, who is the brother-in-law ofMartin, Deputy Sheriff for Kinderhook; and all these
in the County of Columbia. Then near by in Albany, Moses I. Cantine, the brother-in-law, also, ofMartin,
is State printer ;

and Benjamin F. Butler, the partner-in-/aM5 of said Martin, is District Attorney. Truly,
the King's poor cousin* are tolerably well provided for."

12
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Mr. Van Buren to Mr. Hoyt.
Dear Sir—Please to ask Mr. Leggeti to send me his paper. Please also ask the

editors o{ the Evening Post to send their paper here. It now goes to Albany.
Yours truly, M. VAN BUREN.

[Written on a sheet of gilt post, from Washington, Dec. 1836.]

On the 12th of March, 1844, Mr. A'an Buren wrote to Gansevoort Melville

(then electioneering for the office he has since got, or for any other,) that " Driven

from ill-fated Ireland, the family of General Jackson sought refuge in this now

happy country The future hero and the statesman 'swore eternal

enmity to every kind of tyranny over the mind of man.' How faithfully that noble

vow has been kept will be recorded in the pages of his country's history," &c. I

have not room to copy Mr. A^an Buren"s elegant and energetic letter—but as he knew

General Jackson's character just as well in 1824, when he was endeavoring to put

him down and Crawford up, how came he, Croswell, and Butler, (for I have traced

the ownership to them,) to talk thro' the Argus, in such a stram as the following'?

" The political notions of Mister Jackson cannot be mistaken. Under the artful

disguise of elevating men most conspicuous for their probity, virtue, &c., he is bent

upon the destruction of the republican party."
— Argxis.

"
They need only to be read and reflected on by republicans to be discovered to be

altogether unreal and worse than visionary. They make a mockery of the lives and

conduct of such men as Jetferson and Madison."—ib.

" The fact is clear that Mister Jackson has not a single feeling in common with the

republican party. The reverse of that—he desires, and makes the merit of desiring,

the total extinction of it."— ib.

There is hypocrisy somewhere in this. Who can explain it?

On the 17th of February, 1834 the Argus, in the name of its directors, proclaim-

ed through the State—" Let that man, or that newspaper, which attempts to dis-

turb the public confidence in the Banks, or in the merchants, be marked as an

enemy and treated as such." And no doubt "
It was the chain of safety fund

banks—the distribution of stock—the appointment of directors and officers, and the

Presses in each county,* which gave doubtful counties to the Albany Regency,
and when the reins which governed each bank and each county were gathered to-

gether and placed in Mr. Van Buren's hands, he drove the whole team without

any danger from division or upsetting."

* E W. Davis to Jesse Hoyt.

Times Office, July, 1S36 —Sir—T understand there are meetings at your office in regard to our establish-

ment. If you think, Sir, this is an honorable proceeding you icill persist in it. I have only to ask you,
when making up your plans, to remember that I have upwards of S5000 in the establishment

;
3000. cash

which I put in, and which was taken to pay for the press and types we are using: 2000. cash which I am
responsible for, and between 5 and 600 which it owes me besides, having borrowed that amount of money to

carry on the establishment. The remainder was subscribed, I believe, by yourself and several other gentle-

men from SlOO to S250 each. I shall be happy to leave the establishment, for I have knutcn nothing but

unfairness and injustice in it, and an unseneroiis and pitiful meddling tchich I did not suppose gentle-

men could be guilty of. I entered the establishment from my regard to the course of Andrew Jackson, and

only ask not to have my little properly torn from me. E. W. D.

New York, July 20, 1836.

To George D. Strone and John L. Graham, Esqs., N. Y.
Gentle'men—I hold your certificate for 8250 advanced to the proprietors of the New York Times. The

course of that paper is such as does not meet my approbation, and I am therefore desirous that your
Trust should be brought to a close, to the end that I may be reimbursed for the advances I made. I cannot

consent ihu my money should be used as an instrument to oppose the wishes of the people or the interests

of the political party to which I belong
Yours truly, &c., J. HOYT.

A single advertisement, not so useful to the public as if it had taken another form, was prepared at the

expense of the City treasury, N Y., in aid of the New Era and Evening Post, for which ihey received

$14,090. It was not sent to them for the general good—one insertion in the Sim would circulate wider than

three in both the others—but tu uphold them. In like marmer. in 1633, proposals were issued to pay off the

debts iif a stock-jobbing paper called the Standard. S. Cambreleng. W. S. Coe, and W. Van Wyck were

named as trustees, to i-eceive the cash and regulate its erpe7iditvTe, and the paper was to advncaie the

nominations made at Tammany Hall. Myndert Van fchaick put down 510C0. Charles Henry Hall. S50C0

of the drbi it owed him—and no doubt the Ketcs is a machine not very disiimilar to what the Standard was

when Mr Butler was ia the habit of going down to the office and puffing his own piety and pairioiism

through its leading editorials.
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CHAPTER XXII.

The Press. James Gordon Bennrtt. His secret correspondence with Messrs. Hoyt
and Van Buren. His pecuniary difficulties

—
affection for the Rei(>ncy

—ten ypars'
service to Van Buren—jealousy of Munford—effort to get S 2500—angwsh, dfc.

Van Buren discards htm—he gives Van Buren s character, and turns his
'

big gyn*
on his oldfriends. He says ditto to Leggett s account of the Regency. His course

in the fall Elections of 1840.

Mr. James Gordon Bennett is said to be a man of education and intelligence
—

is a native of Scotland—self-made—well acquainted with piiblic affairs in the

United States, and with the characters of our leading politicians. He for-

merly conducted a newspaper in Philadelphia, ahly assisted in the management of

the N. Y. Courier and Enquirer, while owned by Webb and Noah, and is now
the proprietor of a journal said to have a very wide circulation, entitled the

New York Herald. Mr. Bennett has been represented as a liberal jour-

nalist, less attached to party than to truth—and he has been denounced as a

mercenary hireling, ever ready to prostitute the power of his press to the purposes
of fraud and deception, for private gain. Whether either of these, or what, is his

true character, will perhaps be ascertained by a perusal of the following corres-

pondence, written by himself, and his quondam friend, Mr. Van Buren.

[No. 1.] Mr. Bennett lo Mr. Hoyt, at N. York.

Philadiclphia, 7th June, 1829.

Dear Sir—When I first contemplated leaving New York a few days I promised
o write you occasionally. Of course I consider the promise still good.
I have been part of three days here, and have mixed a good deal with the leading

Jackson men. They received the account of the Union of the Enquirer and the

Courier with '
utter astonishment.' So they told me in express terms.

They catmot conceive how the party in New York can repose confidence in Mr.
Webb. Such is the sentiment here.

I sliall write you again from Washington. In the meantime, will you do all you
can about the paper ? Spur up Butler for he wants it.

I am, Dear Sir, yours truly, JAMES G. BENNETT.

[No. 2.] Mr. Bennett to Mr. Hoyt, at New York.

Per mail. Washington, 11 June, 1829.

Dear Sir—I arrived here the day befure yesterday. 1 called on Mr. Van Buren
and Mr. Ingham. They are both in favnr of the new Di-mociatic piiper or the old

one renovated. The feeling against tlie coalition runs about as strong here as in

New York They knew it would be corrected by the public men in New York.

Major Moore of Kentncky is here. He brings accounts from the west that snme
movements are making of a curious nature between Judge McLean (late posimasier)
and Mr. Clay.

I have picked up a good deal of political information of various kinds which I

shall tell you in New Yiirk.

I am going to call (in the President to-day.
I am, Dear Sir, yours truly, JAMES G. BENNETT.

[No. 3.] P'm'k Phil. 17 Aug. Address—Jesse Hoyt, Esq., Att'y at Law, N. Y.

Philadelphia, 16 Aug. 1832.

Dear Hoyt—Your letter amuses me. The only point of consequence is that

conveying the refusal. This is the best evidence of the deadly hostility which you
all have entertained towards me. It explains, too, the course of the Standard and

Post, in their aggressions upon me ever since I came to Philadelphia. The name
for such a feeling in the breasts of those I have only served and aided at my own
cost and my own sacrifice, puzzles me beyond example. I can account for it in no
other way than the simple fact that J happen to have been bom in another country.
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I must put up with it as well as I can. As to your doubts and surmises about my
future course, rest perfectly easy

—I shall never abandon my party or my friends.
I'll go to the bottom sooner. The assaults of the Post and Standard I shall put
down like the grass that grows. I shall carry the war into Africa, and " curst be
he who cries hold, enough." Neither Mr. Van Buren and the Argus nor any of

their true friends will or can have any fellow feeling with the men—the stockjob-
bers—who for the last two )'ears have been trying to destroy my character and rep-
utation. I know Mr. Van Buren better—and I will stand up in his defence AS
LONG AS HE FEELS FRIENDLY TO ME. I will endeavour to do the best

I can to get along. I will go among my personal friends who are unshackled as to

politics or banks, and who will leave me free to act as a man of honor and princi-

ple. So my dear Hoyt, do not lose your sleep on my account. I am certain of

YOUR friendship whatever the others may say or do. I fear nothing in the shape of

man, devil, or newspaper—I can row my own boat, and if the Post and Standard
don't get out of my way, they must sink me—that is all. If I adhere to the same

principles and run hereafter as I have done heretofore, arid which I mean to do, re-

collect it is not so much that "
I love my persecutors

"
as that / regard my own

honor and reputation. Your lighting up poor Webb like a fat tallow candle at one

end, and holding him out as a beacon-light to frighten me, only makes me smile.

Webb is a gentleman in private life, a good hearted fellow, honorable in all his pri-
vate transactions as I have found him, but in politics and newspapers a perfect
child—a boy. You will never find the Pennsylvanian going the career of the C. &
E. That suspicion answers as a good excuse to those who have resolved before

hand to do me all the injury they can, but it will answer for nothing else. I am,
Dear Hoyt, Yours truly,

J. G. B.

P. S. The $200 in specie III put into myhigGmi and give U. S. Bank and

Stockjobbers a broadside. I wish you would let me know any other U. S. Bank
movement in your city. This is the battle ground of Bank contest—here is the

field of Waterloo. New York now is only the Pyrrenzes.

[No. 4.] P'm'k Alb'y, July 20. Address,
" Jesse Hoyt, Esq., Counsellor at

Law, N. Y." Albany, 20ih July, 1829.

Dear Sir—Since I arrived here I have seen our friends in the Argus office and
State department

—I mean Major Flagg, Mr. Wright, and Mr. Croswell. They are

very friendly, but they say they have heard little of our local matters in New York,
consequent on the sale of the Enquirer, with the exception of a passing remark from
Mr. Cambreleng as he passed through here a few weeks ago. They speak in the

highest terms of Mr. Barnum, and assure me that he is every way capable for the

position in New York. I am sorely puzzled to know what to do. Ahhough our

friends here think it a very favorable opportunity to start a new paper, yet they
think it a very hazardous experiment. They told me to day that if the party had the

control of the political course of the Courier and Enquirer, it would be more eligible

than a new paper. This they think could be done by placing an editor there under

the auspices of the General Committee—an Editor who would take care of the inter-

ests of the party and his friends. They are afraid that the pohtical patronage is not

sufficient for the support of a new paper, and they are of opinion that a journal
which now enjoys all such patronage as the Courier and Enquirer ought to give up
its columns to a political Editor appointed by the General Committee. I wish you
could eet me out of these contradictory views and opinions. If you and Mr.

OAKLEY, and Mr. CODDINGTON, and a few other of our friends could settle

what course I shall take previous to my return, I DO NOT CARE WHAT IT IS—
I shall adopt it—I know it will be a proper course. Which is the best and cheapest
mode of expressing the views of the party ? A new or an old paper ? I shall be im-

patient for action ichen I return. Now is the time to sow the seed. This is the

spring of politics. The birds are beginning to sing. I cannot resist those influences,

and if you set yourself to work, I know you can accomplish the matter to a T. Do
not call me a heretic, and a trifj^ling fellow, because I have spoken thus much of

C. and E. If it be heresy, then undoubtedly must head quarters be in a bad way.
On the evening before I left New York, I received a letter informing me that the

Herald intended to publish on Saturday morning last this—" The last rallying poinS
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of the Republican Party has been surrendered, by the purchase by the Courier of the

services and prospects of the gentleman who was to have published the N. Y. State

Enquirer, &c. &c. &c." I went to the office of the Herald and told them it was

untrue, and forbid its publication. Snowden will tell you the whole story. It ap-

pears that Mumford went to the Herald and told them the story. You can see in

this the finfrer of our friend BUTLER and Elisha Tibbets probably, who want to

make as much mischief as possible. I hope old King caucus will remember them.

I shall write nothing for the C. and E. during my lour—that you requested to do.

Tell Mr. Oakley that my next letter I shall write to him probably from the Springs*
I am. Dear Sir, yours truly, JAMES G. BENNETT.

P. S.—If you have any thing to say particularly in the course of this week write

to Buffalo to me.
P. S.—-Mr. Croswell thinks that under present circumstances the Republican

General Committee can make their own terms with Webb and Tylee. Would not a

private meeting of our friends on the subject be a good first step?

[No. 5.] Post m'k, Phil. 13 June, [1833.] Address Jesse Hoyt, Esq., Coun-

sellor at Law, New York.

Dear Hoyt,—You will see by the papers what we are about here. My object
is to make the party come out for a National Convention.

It can be done by prudence, skill, and address.

In relation to what I talked to you in New York, I have an earnest word to say.
I really wish that my friends there would try to aid me in the matter I formerly

mentioned.

Morrison I fear will do nothing.
John Mumford has been aided to the extent of $40,000, With a fourth of that

sum I would have done twice as miich^soberly and with some decency too.

I should be sorry to be compelled to believe that my friends in New York should

bestow their friendship more effectually upon a dr en fellow than me, who

certainly has some pretensions to decency.
I am sorry to speak harshly of any body, but really I think there ia something

like ingratitude in the way I have been treated.

I want no favor that I cannot repay.
I want no aid that is not perfectly safe.

I should like to hear from you, if there is any likelihood of my success.

Yours, &c., J. GORDON BENNETT.

[No. 6.] Philadelphia, 27th July, 1833.

Dear Hoyt,—I have written to Van Buren to-day about the old affair. I

MUST have a loan of $ 2300 for a couple of years from some quarter. I can't

get on without it—and if the common friends of our cause—those I have been

working for 8 years
—cannot do it, I must look for it somewhere else. My

business here is doing very well—and the money would be perfectly safe in two

years. You see already the effect produced in Pennsylvania
—we can have the

State—But if our friends wont lay aside their heartlessness, why, we'll go to the

Devil—that is all.

There is no man who will go further with friends than I will—who will sacrifice

more—who will work harder. You know it very well.

1 must be perfectly independent of the little sections in this city, who would

hurry me into their small courses, at the risk of the main object.
Kendall leaves Washington tomorrow on his tour of Bank Inspection. Let me

hear from you. Yours, &c.
JA'S GORDON BENNETT.

[No. 7.] (Post mark, Phil., Aug. 3.) Address—Jesse Hoyt, Esq., Attorney
at Law, New York. Philadelphia, 3rd Aug't, 1833.

Dear Hoyt,—I am extremely sorry at the result of your efforts. The effect is

inevitable ;
I must break down in the very midst of one of the most important con-

tests which VAN BUREN'S CAUSE ever got into in this State. 1 do not see

how I can avoid it. With every advantage in my favor—with every preparation
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made—every thing in the finest trim to check-mate and corner all the opposition to

Van Buren, and to foice them to come out in his favor—as I know they must do

soon—I must give way to the counsels of those who have most hostile feelings to

the cause—and on what ground I Because neither Mr. A"an Buren nor his friends

will move a finger in my aid. I must say this is hear/ less in the extreme. I do not

wish to use any other language than what will convey mildly the anguish, t/ie dis-

apfjointment, the despair I maij saij ivhich broods over me. If 1 had been a stranger
to Mr. Van Buren and his friends—if I had been unknown—if I had been blest in

being a blockhead—I might not have got into my present posture
—nor would I

have expected any aid from your quarter. But after NEARLY TEN YEARS
spent in New York, WORKING NIGHT AND DAY FOR THE CAUSE OF
MR. VAN BUREN AND HIS FRIENDS, surrounded, too, as I have been,

with those who were continually talking against him, and poisoning me to his

prejudice, the treatment which I have received from him and his friends during this

last year, and up to this moment, is as superlatively heartless—and if I could use any
other word more expressive of my sentiments I would—as it is possible to conceive

or imagine. By many of those whom I have supported for years I have been

suspected, slandered, and reviled as if I had been in bitter hostility to Mr. Van
Buren for years, instead of supporting him through every weather, and even sacri-

ficing myself that I might retain the same feelings towards him—for I assure you I

might have continued my connection with the C. and E. last year, very much to

my advantage
—retained my share in the priitling office of that establishment, if I

had not differed with Mr. Webb on the points that you know so well of. I sold

out however to *Hoskin—saved a small pittance from the wreck of the ] Globe
—

came here and invested it in the Pennsylvanian, which is now entirely under my
control, provided I could find a friend anywhere between heaven and earth to help
me along, and enable me to carry out MY FIXED PURPOSE IN FAVOR OF
VAN BUREN and his friends. But that friend God has not yet mac?e, though
several of the opposite character the other gentleman has put his brand upon ,

and

fondly says
" this is mine."

I except you, DEAR HOYT—I am sure you would help the cause if you could.

I find no fault with you, although what fault you find with me about the deposits is

nonsense, and only a clamour raised in Wall street by a few of the jealous block-

heads hostile to me, who have not brains to see that in this city we can use the

deposit question very efficiently in the October election. I do not blame even the

jealous blockheads or any others in New York—I blame only one, and that is the

vice President himself. He has treated me in this matter as if I had been a boy
—

a child—cold, heartless, careless and God knows what not.

By a word to any of his friends in Albany he could do the friendship I want as

easily as rise and drink a glass of Saratoga water at the Springs. He chooses to

sit slill—to sacrifice those who have supported him in every weather—and even hardly
to treat me as one gentleman would treat another.

I scarcely know what course I shall pursue, or what J shall do. I am beset on all

sides with importunities to ait him—to abandon him—What can I do? What shall

I do ? I know not. You will excuse this letter—you can easily appreciate the

situation of a man confident of success if properly supported
—but nothing before

him but the abandonment of his deliberate purposes or a shameful surrender of

honor and purpose and principle and aU. Yours truly,
J. G. BENNETT.

I do not know whether it is worth the while to write to Van Buren or not—nor

do I care if you were to send him this letter.

[No. 8.] Philadelphia, 15 Aug't, 1833.

Dear Hoyt,—I have not heard from you for a week. I hope that my old friends

—if I ever had any—which I begin to doubt—will not forget what I have hereto-

fore done or what I may do. Do let me hear from you again for good and all at

least. I am, Dear Sir, Yours, &c.
JA'S G. BENNETT.

* I think that is the name. t Such seems to be the spelling.
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[No. 9.] P'm'k,
"
Saratoga Sp'gs, Aug't 20." Free—M. Van Buren.

Address—Jesse Hoyt, Esq., New York.

Dear Sir—I return your Mr. B.'s letters. I have never doubted his personal

friendship for me. I ivould always have been happy to do him good, but I cannot

directly or indirectly afford pecuniary aid to his press, and more particularly so as

I am situated at the present moment. If he cannot continue friendly to me on

pubhc grounds and with perfect independence, I can only regret it, but I desire no
other support. Whatever course he may pursue, as long as it is an honest one, I

shall wish him well. He does not understand the relations between the Editors

he quarrels with and myself, or he would not complain of me for their acts. They
are as independent of me in the management of their papers, as I wish him to be,
and remain. I had intended to have said i\\us much to him, but the

,

your letter, and the evident tendency of his paper, render it preferable that I should

not. I did suppose that he would have found no difficulty in obtaining money in

New York as others get it, if our friends in Philadelphia could not all-together
make out to sustain one press. If you happen to meet him I wish you would
make these explanations to him, BUT KEEP THIS.

I am, in haste, your friend, M. VAN BUREN.
Saratoga, August liJ, 1833.

On the 15th of August, 1833, Mr. Bennett wrote Mr. Hoyt, earnestly entreating
Mr. Van Buren's ultimatum, which that gentleman gave in his letter of the 20th,
from Saratoga Springs, showing that he had no confidence in him—but whether he
feared his venality or his independence is not stated. That Hoyt doubted him he

frankly admits.

When Mr. Bennett found that he had nothing to hope from that quarter, he
addressed a letter to General Jackson (Sept. 10,) impeaching

" Amos Kendall
and certain confederates,'''' with reference to the pet bank scheme, to which the

president replied. Mr. Bennett had received many confidential letters from Ken-
dall—of these he published several. Mr. R. M. Whitney had also written him—
concluding with "Pray burn this letter after you have done with it." It went
into his paper! Mr. Cambreleng made similar requests to his agent, Mr. Hoyt,
but some of the letters that might have been in the fire appear in this biography.

Mr. Bennett issued a series of letters, through the press, entitled " The Kitchen
Cabinet laid open"—said he had been for withdrawing the federal treasure from
the United States Bank and giving it to other institutions—showed that he had
been very intimate with Kendall—viewed Kendall now as " black and treach-

erous"—and showed that a quarrel he had had with the Standard, his defence of
the two Enquirers, and the course he took about the bank and its branches, had

impressed on the minds of many persons in the Van Buren pet bank army, that he
was on both sides. Kendall tells him as much.

I have said that all this bitterness of opposition to his late colleagues followed

close upon Van Buren's ultimatum not to lend him $2500. In December, 1833,
the firm of Mifflin, Parry & Bennett was dissolved, and the latter removed from
all control in the Pennsylvanian newspaper.

Mr. Bennett's conduct and correspondence
—the undue influence of his journal

—
and the causes which may induce such men as him to strain every effort to effect

the election of one set of candidates, or to cover those very candidates with obloquy
and slander, according as his private interest may be affected—are subjects for the

statesman, the moralist, the christian, and, above all others, the friend of our free

institutions to ponder over. If the wealthy can thus select and enlist at will, or

discard as superfluous, journalists of talent and great circulation, as they would a

lawyer to speak for them in a court, for his fee, is not our elective system in dan-

ger ! What shall be the remedy?
Read Mr. B.'s correspondence, and you will perceive how little is known by

common newspaper readers of the secret springs which move their favorite editors.

He would " stand up in Mr. Van Buren's defence as long as Mr. Van Buren felt

friendly to him^'—" the $200 in specie he would put into his big gun [the Penn-

sylvanian], and give U. S. Bank a broadside."

Was this $200, then, a bribe? Let us look at it.

|f Mr. Bsmiett was poor, he was correct in rsceivinj peouniary aid from Mr.
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Hoyt, Mr. Van Buren, Mr. Biddle or any one else who, knowing his course and

avowed principles, chose to advance $200 in support of them. To do so, brought
him under no personal or political obligation to the donor—it was no bribe. But

to take money from Mr. Hoyt—to tell him he was his partisan, bound to sink or

swim with Van Buren, and then when Van Buren would not give him other

$2500, to turn round upon and bespatter him and his regency with mud, does

seem mercenary and unprincipled.
Who that has read the following paragraphs in the Herald would imagine they

were written by the man who could scarcely find terms strong enough to convey
to Messrs. Hoyt and Van Buren, a right idea of" the anguish, the disappointment,
the despair that brooded over him" because he could not do more for " Van
Buren's cause," in advocating which he acknowledges that he had spent nearly
ten years in New York, ID=

"
working night and day for the cause of Mr. Van

Buren 1"

[From the New York Herald ofMay 3, 1337—by James Gordon Bennett.]

" The first symptoms of the mania which has produced the present revolutioit, developed themselves in

the sprins of IS29. when i\Ir. Van Buren, a common country lawyer, who begun life by trundlins cabbages
to market in Kinderhook, perfumed with Cologne water, and his yellow whiskers arranged a la Paris, pre-

sented the famous Safely Fund scheme of banking jji Albany. Abijah Mann, of Herkimer, took up the

scheme and pressed its adoption in the Assembly, on the ground of oppo-silion to the United States Bank,
and in order to take the place of that institution, then preparing to gel a recharter from Congress. From
that moment, the advocates of banks in general were divided into two hostile parties, acting on political

principles, and guided by political motives. The same spirit of hostility appeared soon in Congress. The
democrats opposed all banking in Congress, but carried it to all lengths in the States. The consequence
•was the protracted conflict Ijetween General Jackson and the United States Bank, which, singular enough,

gave a greater developement to wild, unregulated banking principles than if the United States Bank had

been renewed ten times over. In the midst of the conflict, the old notions of a hard money currency were

called into action bv the government to sustain itself with the mob."
" Tlie whole public mind has been diseased, and Martin Van Buren and his atrocious associates, form

one of the original causes of the terrible moral, political, and commercial desolation which spreads over the

country. Martin Van Buren and his associates first inimduced the union of politics and banking—pol-
itics and speculation in this State. He was the first speculator in town lots at Oswego, and he is the au-

thor of the safety fund system, which first agitated the whole elements of banking throughout the country,

and divided it into two hostile powers seeking for the supremacy. Nicholas Biddle was a banker—but he

was, and is. a man of science. He is an aristocrat, but he is a moral one—an intelligent one—a philosoph-

ical one. He is such an aristocrat as you will find in heaven—Martin Van Bnren such a democrat as you
will discover coiled up in any burning corner in the other place—

"
High on a throne of royal state, which far,

Outshines the wealth of Ormus, or of Ind— "

he sits, like his archetype and teacher, in sulphur below."

(From the New York Herald of October, IStl—by James Gordon Bennett.]

" The shameless profligacy of the Albany Regency, and their coadjutors in fraud and corruption, the

pipe-layers of Wall street, cannot much longer be concealed from the public eye. Let one tithe of their i-as-

cality be exposed, and not one man among them can withstand the indignation of an outraged community.
The old Albany Regency was justly censured for its want of integrity and disregard of the interests of the

State; but there was talent, and riianliness, P3=*and good faith towards their associates,=CI3 in that fa-

mous body, while the present cabal is utterly worthless and contemptible in every respect. They are desti-

tute of every quality that commands consideration—mercenary, perfidious, and heartless, they have cheated

their enemies and betrayed their friends. The slight hold which they now have upon their followers in the

interior of the State will soon be destroyed, and they will then go into obscurity with the scorn and detesta-

tion of all parties."

Mr. Bennett, like Mr. Noah, is Mr. Van Buren's own witness. For ten years

they were together, constantly corresponding, acting, ^vriting, planning and schem-

ing. At length there was a quarrel about dollars—Mr. Bennett felt affronted be-

cause Mr. Mumford had had $40,000, while he himself was refused $2,500.

How much, beside the $200 had been put into his "
big gun," the public have

not yet been told. His "experience," published in 1837 and '41, when read

along with his begging letters, is really a curiosity. Hoyt kept his (B's) secrets,

because he (B.) could have told his.

I remember that it was asserted, that Mr. Bennett, in Oct., 1S40, put a heavy

charge of Hoyt's dollars into his "
big gun," before he could be i revailed on to

come out strong for Mr. Morris and the Hunkers, against the Whigs. The Argus

copied approvingly his violent, pithy articles, accusing Governor Seward and other

leading Whigs of highly criminal conduct as politicians. Perhaps Mr. B. will him-

self explam how he stood with District Attorney Butler, Collector Hoyt, and Pres-

ident Van Buren, at that important period of their lives. How far the preceding

letters warrant the inference that he must have been hired, as he was to puff the

foreign dancing-woman Ellsler, I say not. Those tvho can will, of course, believe,
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that on the eve of the great election of 1840, James Gordon Bennett took sides with

the "
superlatively heartless

"
"archetype" of Satan, who had driven him in

1833 to
" a shameful surrender of honor and purpose and principle and all

"—out

of pure sympathy, and without first securing an order from Hoyt or Beers for at

ieast a double charge of his powder to
" the big gun."

I have heard Mr. Bennett described by those who had excellent opportunities to

judge of his character, as a mean, mercenary being, without one spark of kindly or

generous feeling. I doubted. But what shall we say of the pliancy with which,
in July, 1829, he was ready to adopt any course that Hoyt, Coddington & Co.

might dictate? Are there those who hesitate in believing that Bennett, in 1845, is

the instrument of southern-slaveholders, foreigners, natives. Butlers, Van Burens,
Wall Street operators, or of whoever else can furnish ammunition for the big gun 1

He abuses the Wall Street brokers and bankers, 'tis true—and so did Butler from

Sandy Hill, and Van Buren from the chair of the great Washington.
Like many other evils which afflict society, a press such as Bennett's is the effect

of the unstable character of our imported laws, currency, and business system.
We must seek a remedy, not in abusing this wretched instrument of all that is bad

in our institutions, but in a return to the truly Christian principles of the 4th of

July, 1776—for, if the check of the democratic millions is found to be imperfect,
all experience proves that it would be madness to look for a haven of safety in a

return to the rule of the one or the few.*

CHAPTER XXHI.

Banking in the U. S. founded upon the English system. Mr. Daniel S. Dickenson.

The 1st and 2nd National Banks. Messrs. Butler, Van Buren, and March's
course. They petitionfor a bra?ich bank at Albany. Their request refused. Op-

position organized. The Safety Fund bubble. Prospects of the opposition leaders—
Their success, and the result. Letters— Butler's secret sentiments—Lorenzo HoyVs—

Cambreleng's
—Memorial for the Bank—Democrats like to be U. S. B. direct-

ors. Tibbets's "
very good plan of a Bank "—Root and Pitcher. A Veto.

Cornelius W. Lawrence, a national bank man. Governor Wright instructs the

N. Y. Legislature through Mr. Jesse Hoyt. A U. S. Judge urges Mr. Hoyt
to influence a New York Senator through Judge Riker !

The course proposed by Messrs. Butler, Hoyt, Van Buren and their old associ-

ates, in 1833, relative to the United States Bank, involved but one principle
—had

but one object
—'the spoils.' The Globe and the Argus called their opponents

' the bank party
' and ' the federal party ;

' but the leaders of the pet bank move-

ment had been almost to a man opponents of Jackson and for the bank. Like the

Saxons at Leipsic, Van Buren and his band had deserted their colors as the fortune

of the day turned rapidly against them—and as for federalism, far more of its

ancient champions are to be found in the camp of Wright, Van Buren and Polk,
than among their opponents. I am for the principles of the Declaration of Inde-

pendence, and consequently not an implicit believer in the dogmas of whig federal-

ist, or '

regular democrat,' except in so far as, in soul and spirit, they go for that

glorious landmark of human rights, duties and responsibilities.

*That the President, in appointing Commissioners to enquire into and lay before Congress and the peo-

ple, an account of the enormous frauds and unmatched Icnavery of the N. Y. Custom House, rendered soci-

ety a real .service, fevv candid men will hesitate to admit. They troubled Bennett's friend Hoyt, greatly.
On the 27th Dec. 1S41, Hoyt wrote Secretary Forward a long letter, traducing the Commissioners, and it

appeared in theN. Y. Herald a few days after. Bennett declaring that it had Ijeen procured "at great cost

and with much trouble," and addius as follows :

" On Monday, Mr. Jesse Hovt, late Collector of Customs in this city, wrote a very curious and original

letter to the Secretary of the Treasury, commenting on the recent Investigation, and shoicirig up
' Old

Poins ' and his special counsellor, in a manner ' not so slow.' At great cost, and icith much trouble, ice

fiave procured a copy of the first letter to the Secretary, ihrougli an exercise of the same wonderful facul-

ties by which we pumped out the famous secrets of the Hard-cider and Coon-skin cabinet. The letter of

Jesse Hoyt may be considered the first gun in the third custom house campaign. He directs his shot

against 'OldPoim' and his special counsellor, Dwight, with some considerable ejfec^—but
' whether

Roderigo kdls Cassio. or Cassio kills Roderigo,' we hardly care a button. We trust both parlies will get
well licked jackets. Mr. Dwight, we believe, and the '

Daily Express
'

clique, are the authors of the whole
hubbub about thefrauds in the Custom House, which led to the recent investigation. At first we believed

in the sincerity and honesty of the investigation," &c.

13
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England had made a bank somewhat similarly constituted with that last chartered

by Concrress, her national treasury or exchequer. The Congress of the Union fol-

lowed her example, receiving, I believe, a million or a million and a half of dollars

in advance, as a premium for the use of the public revenue, given to the Bank,
with power to force U.S. Bank notes into general circulation in all payments on

behalf of the government. In 1819 the Bank lost millions through mismanagement,
but did not stop. It demanded the specie from other Banks for their notes paid in

for lands or customs' duties, and if they failed to redeem, refused their notes as

money. In this way it operated in some degree as a check on the multiplication of

what are called state banks. Its stock chiefly paid in in U. S. securities, rose to

$ 150, or more, for the $ 100 share ;
and that was not far from its value when

Andrew Jackson and M. Van Buren reached Washington, in March, 1829.

In 1826, while Messrs. Adams and Clay were in power, and Messrs. Butler,

Van Buren, and Marcy, in opposition, these three gentlemen, being then resident

at Albany, were warm friends of the national bank, and on the 10th of July,
" on

behalf of themselves and their fellow citizens of Albany," memorialized " the direct-

ors of the United States Bank "
at Philadelphia, in these words :—" The limited

capital of our banks forbids the extension of our trade. Merchants of moderate

fortune are discouraged from taking up their abode among us, from a knowledge
that the banking capital of the place is inedequate the nature of

the trade which would be prosecuted here, would in a great measure render the

bills of a branch established at this place the circulating medium of the extensive

regions whose produce would be brought to market. Insomuch, therefore, as the

establishment of a branch here would not only be highly advantageous to this city,

but a source of profit to the parent institution, we hope that the directors of the

United States Bank will establish an office of discount and deposit at this place."
The memorial was signed, in their own hand writing, by

"
Benjamin F. Butler,"

" W. L. Marcy," and " M. A^an Buren," who considered a branch at Albany

quite constitutional, and were anxious that the bills of" the monster,"
" the Biddle

Bank," should become " the circulating medium of extensive regions."
Their request was refused. Then, hut not till then, they wheeled round in sup-

port of Jackson—planned the deception known as the "
safety fund," as a trap to

catch ignorance, and the moment Mr. A'an Buren found himself in Clinton's saddle,

as Governor of New York, he told the legislature, Jan. 7, 1829, that " to dispense
with Banks altogether is an idea which seems to have no advocate ;

and to make
ourselves wholly dependent on those established by federal authority deserves

none. If these are correct views, the only alternative would seem to be, between

a renewal of the charters of the sound part of the existing Banks, or to anticipate

the winding up of these concerns BY THE INCORPORATION OF NEW
INSTITUTIONS."
A few weeks afterward he left for Washington ; and, knowing Jackson's opinion

of the unconstitutional character of the great bank which had declined an alliance

with him in 1820, he began to undermine it—holding out to Lawrence, Cambreleng,

A^anderpoel, and his other associates in New York state and through the Union,
the spoils as their reward for assisting in its overthrow. The national treasiure

would be divided among the confederate banks—their shares would rise as those of

the U. S. sank—the politicians of his school could borrow the public funds through
the Manhattan and other pets

—LawTcnce and others would get new charters at

Albany, and their share of the plunder
—the whole scheme might, and no doubt

would' break down— all experience in the Union had shown that such schemes

must break down from sheer lack of honesty in those concerned, but even in failure,

which must not take place till he was President—even in failure the party leaders

might acquire vast profits. He was an old banker, thoroughly versed in chartered

mysteries, had been bank director of the Hudson Bank, that paid 6 cents to the

dollar, afterwards bank-attorney, attorney-general, a senator, voting for banks, a

governor to recommend more of them, the agent of Jacob Barker, and the partner
of the President of the Bank of AVashington and AA^arren.

Mr. A^an Buren succeeded. The U. S. Bank was crushed. The revenue was

bestowed on favorite state institutions where it w^ould serve the purposes of per-

sonal gain and political ambition—the administration bade the pet bankers give out

the national revenue for purposes of speculation. Then came the distribution bill,
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Mr. Van Buren sat at the helm of State—saw 10,000 merchants and trading

persons fail in business, and 900 banks shut their doors on those creditors who pre-
sented their obligations. The Safety Fund followed. Mr. Jesse Hoyt deposited
the public money in Beers the broker's Trust Co. Bank, when nobody else would
trust it. Specie was held to mean bank checks. Ruin stared many an honest man
in the face. Mr. Van Buren descended from the chair of state—the pet banks
were set agoing again

—the sub-treasury was rescinded—credit and confidence re-

turned, to vanish as before—and the authors of all this mischief, Messrs. Van
Buren and his friends, are again at the helm of affairs—Marcy in the cabinet, Polk
in the seat of Jefferson, Butler district attorney, Wright governor of N. Y.,
Lawrence and Horn in the custom houses, Ritchie in place of Blair, Bancroft over
the Navy, Wetmore navy agent ! ! !, Edmonds on the bench, Morris, postmaster,
and Van Buren at Kinderhook pulling the wires,

"
all things to all men" that he

may gain some.
We will now lift up the curtain, and exhibit to the reader a few choice samples of

the secret opinions and proceedings, not of the enemies of chartered paper-money
banking, but of the Hoyt, Butler, Lawrence, Polk and Van Buren army, strug-

gling for the spoils, for the use of which their antagonists had already paid a mil-

lion of dollars to the nation.

[Franked by Mr. Butler, p'm'k Wash'n., Feb 25.]
—Address—Jesse Hoyt, Esq.

New York. [Private.] Feb'y 24th, [1834.]

My Dear Sir—I thank you for all the news (bad enough most of it) in your seve-

ral letters—and most heartily concur with you in all the censures and three-fourths

of the abstract notions you utter in them. As for supposing that Newbold, George
Griswold, Stephen Whitney, or any of the old federal commercial men, were with
us on this occasion, for any other reason than because they found it for their in-

terest to go with us, I never for one single instant had such an unwarrantable idea.

As for myself, I have NEVER doubted that THE PRESENT Bank* ought
Ej^BY all MEANS^m to be put down—but, on the other hand, I have never

been 'perfectly satisfied that we could get on with the business of the country without

* In Banking, as in many other things, the custom of Britain has been followed hj us. There, the few
rich have many votes in the legislature, and are a separate House. In some places 200 voters return
two representatives to the Commons—several large and populous cities, with vast wealth, do no more. The
Parliament, thus composed, regulates all matters of life and property. So in banking, the large stockholders
have many votes and much influence—the owners of a few shares have none—the rich unite their votes,
and manage for the whole.

Here, where, in matters of life and properly, in legislation and government, the poor man has one vote
and the rich man no more, and where equal rights and laws to all and over all, was the banner unfolded in

1776, with the declaration of independence as its motto, there have been national and stale banks chartered on
the English plan

—he wiio could command many shares had many votes—he who had but one share only
one vole. Banks, like that of Niagara at Buffalo, were chartered by the votes of Mr. M. Van Buren and others,
on this principle, and empowered to issue their notes as ihe currency of the Union when they had paid in

\2h cents on the dollar of their capital. Mr. Van Buren even went so far as to vole that they should not
be obliged to redeem their notes in specie ! The Washington and Warren belonged to Jacob Barker, Mr. Van
Buren's intimate friend. He had a charter—he was the bank—and this, loo, in a republic like ours. In a
letter written in Nov. 1S23, Mr. Van Buren calls Broome a "

crazy county." Mr. Daniel S. Dickenson, a re-

presentative of lh3 tvvo-and-a-half millions of citizens of New York, in the U. S. Senate, got hold of 594
shares of the Broome County Bank—Mr. Cyrus Strong got other 1423- All the shares were but 4000—these
two men had 2017—more than half—Cyrus look lh'3 office of bank president

—Daniel that of bank attorney.
A county regency was formed, to act in concert with the central junto at Albany—a press, to play Argus
tunes—offices were given only to the disciplined regulars

—"Crazy" Broome was anchored fast at last—
bank influence and "the parly usuges." with such conventions as the N. Y. Evening Post has described,
made Daniel a lieul. governor, and the Bank Atlorney's next step was into the Senate of ihe Union ! In 1S36,
in the Syracuse Convention, to nominate Marcy and V'an Buren, Dickenson and Flagg introduced a set of

very sycophantic and undeserved resolutions in praise of the letler. Their object was to deceive, and they
were successful.
A national bank, with ten millions capital, on the principle I have staled, was chartered at Washington

nearly 50 years since, with power to create separate banks under the name of branches. In 1811 the Senate
refused to renew its powers, by the casting voice of Vice President Clinton. The war followed—ihe other
.00 to 100 banks slopt payment—confusion prevailed in the public finances— the republic borrowed depre-
ciated, worthless notes of broken banks, and bound itself to pay the ifileresl and redeem the loans in gold
and silver. At the peace of 1315, another national bank was chartered by Congress, ami Mr. Van Buren
was One of its steadiest advocates. Mr. Clay voted for it in 1S16, and Colonel Young voted for him in

1321. ]\Ir. W. H. Crawford was the warmest advocate of the old bank in the Senate in 1811, and to the
hour of his death the steadiest supporter of the new bank, and Martin Van Buren was the chief supporter of
this Mr. Crawford for the ofiice of President of the United Stales, in ihe caucus at Washington, in 1824—and,
with Mr. Butler, the Argus, and all his adherents, in resolute opposition to Andrew Jackson, the consistent

opponent of the Ist and 2d U. S. Banks, in which he agreed with Jefferson, while Van Buren dilTered from
him. Mr. Thomas Ritchie, now of the Washington Union, look sides wilh Yan Buren— for the Bank and

Crawford, and against Jackson.

173923
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SOME SUCH AGENT. But Mr. Taney thinks we can, and ID=Ae 25 the judge.
Mr. Gallatin also once told me we could—and I am desirous TO TRY IT

;
because

if we can get on vnthout any of this machinery, I think it best to dispense with it,

for it always has been, and always will be, abused, no matter who controls it, we
or our enemies.

Come what will, we must adhere to the Preset policy FOR THE PRESENT,
even if it sends us all into the minority. It would be better to go ten years into

the minority than to recharter THE Bank, or make a new one NOW.
Truly yours, B. F. BUTLER.

Extract of a letter, B. F. Butler to Jesse Hoyt—dated Albany, Dec. 14, 1832.—
"The President's Proclamation has electrified our whole community. Next to

the Declaration of Independence, it is the most p state paper our country's
have produced." [The words left out are torn oft' in the original.]

Extract of a letter, Mr. Butler to Mr. Hoyt, dated Washington, June 29, 1834.—
" Mr. Taney and myself were nominated this morning ; Mr. Stevenson is also yet
under consideration. They are very furious in their attacks on Stevenson, and it is

by no means certain they may not call for information about MY SUPPORT OF
THE PRESIDENT IN HIS PROTEST, &c., in which event Mr. Wright is

authorized by me to speak strongly.
^^

Extract of a letter, Lorenzo Hoyt to his brother Jesse—dated Albany, Dec. 19,
1832.—" I think the [U. S.] Bank question will enter, more or less, into every
other political one that is agitated here this winter—and I think and hope that

our friends will feel no disposition, to retrace, in any degree, their steps last winter.

As a party in this State, I think we are fully committed to a course of uncompro-
mising hostility to THE PRESENT Bank—and if Old Hickory has suffered

himself to be duped—ivhich I think not unlikely
—

by Livingston and McLane, he
must lake the consequences."

Eight Letters—Hon. C. C. Cambreleng to Jesse Hoyt, Esq., at New York.

[No. 1.] Private. Washington, 5 Feb., 1832.

Dear H.—I received to-day the memorial in favor of the Bank of the United

States—it is signed by a host—said to be principally the friends of the Adminis-

tration, but I have looked over the list. Our friends should be up and doing.
This is forwarded to our delegation in a letter signed by Gideon Lee, Meigs D.

Benjamin, Dudley Selden and William Neilson. It says the memorial originated
with the supporters of the present administration.

Sincerely yours, C. C. CAMBRELENG.
P. S. I presume it is signed by every merchant who keeps an account at

the Bank.

[No. 2.] Private. Washington, Feb. 6, 1832.—Dear H.—Get the Workies
to be up and doing on the U. S. B. question. They are democrats in principle.

Very truly yours, C. C. CAMBRELENG.

[No. 3.] Washington, Jan. 10, 1833.—Dear Sir—You are surprised at the

appointment of Mr. Alley as Bank Director instead of Mr. Jackson. 1 was neg-

ligent in not writing to Mr. Jackson a second time. The day Mr. White left here

he stated that Mr. McLane desired us to say who should be appointed, that he,
Mr. White, had named Mr. Alley. I told him that I was committed to Mr. Jack-

son and should recommend him—Mr. White then said tliat he would concur with

me in supporting Mr. Jackson, and he wished me to write to Mr. McLane that he

did so concur. I wrote him in behalf of Mr. White and myself, and also wrote

him that I understood Mr. Verplanck to be also favorable to Mr. Jackson. After

this I presumed the matter settled, and so wrote to Mr. Jackson. Some days
after I learned to mv surprise, from Mr. McLane, that in consequence of Mr.

White's having named Mr. Alley, whom he presumed would be satisfactory to the

Delegation, he had gone too far to recede before he received my letter. I ought
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to have written this to Mr. Jackson, but omitted to do so. You will oblige me by
explaining it to him. Very truly yours,

C. C. CAMBRELENG.

[No. 4.] Washington, 12th Feb., 1832.

Dear H.—Mr. Hill's speech will go all over the Union—that notices Clay's
attack upon Mr. Gallatin in the best possible manner—it drives it home upon him.
His quarrel, too, with General Smith you will have seen—that ought to be noticed

conspicuously. He is one of our revolutionary Heroes, upwards of 80—one who
gallantly defended what was then called Mud Fort on the Delaware

,
when attacked

by a British squadron.
With regard to the Bank it is not worth while to have any public meeting

about—a remonstrance against it is enough—I don't think the debate will come
up for a month—Mr. Tibbets sent me A VERY GOOD PLAN OF A BANK—
which I have returned. Ask him to send me a copy of it.

Very sincerely yours,
C. C. CAMBRELENG.

[No. 5.] Washington, 16th Feb., 1832.

Dear H.—I return you the letter—Judge Clayton of Georgia has a resolution

prepared and will offer it as soon as he can—it will cover the object in view—I

shall see the President to-night
—who has a confidential director on the spot. You

need not fear but what we shall take care of the Mammoth in some way or other—
I think ON REFLECTION that it would be well enough to let the flan Mr. Tibbets
had in vieic alonefor the present. Let them follow the Bostonians and Portland peo-
ple in asking for a neio bank from the federal government

—but on the plan they
propose

—this is on the whole better than to set up for ourselves, which might be
made use of by the Pennsylvanians against us, here and elsewhere—We can bring
forward a State bank next year

—mention this to Mr. Tibbets.

Sincerely yours, C. C. CAMBRELENG.
I did not know before why that paper was so bitter against Van Buren.

[No. 6.] Washington, 14th Feb., 1832.—Dear H.—The knowing ones at

Albany merely wish to manceuvre a little about the Governor to get a change.
That is as I suspect. I have written Wright, Edwards, and Flagg—Croswell, I

wrote him also. We shall not get at THE Bank for 4 weeks—at least I should
lliink not. The more we discuss it the stronger we shall become. McDuffie's,
alias Calhoun's Tariff is on one extreme—Clay's on t' other. The Gentleman who
wrote Mr. Mumford is not our friend—He is of the Sut/ierland school.

Sincerely yours, C. C. CAMBRELENG.

[No. 7.] Washington, 14th March, 1832.

Dear H.—You ought not to appoint any representative in Congress. We shall

be in the midst of Tariff, Bank, &c., and can't go—take good, honest, and staunch
men—send such men as Mr. Fish.
Our friend S

,
whose letter you read when here, is in a great fidget because

he did not see his memorial in favor of the Bank of the U. S. announced in the

paper. I had that important event regularly announced !

Root will not trouble us much longer. Angel [or Anzel] hammered him without

gloves
—he had nobody to defend him but an anti-mason.

Sincerely yours, C. C. CAMBRELENG.

[No. 8.] Private. Washington, 15th March, 1832.

Dear H.—I never doubted the sincere attachment of the Editors of the Courier
and Enquirer to the cause of Mr. Van Buren, the President, and our party gen-
erally

—but the course they pursue in relation to General Root, is calculated to

injure the cause of the administration. I care not for the quarrel with the Argus—
or who may be our next Governor—that matter will be no doubt amicably adjusted

—
but I do care about putting forward a candidate who is as much opposed to this

administration as Joel B. Sutherland—and his votes will prove it, as they have
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done already. He and Pitcher vote uniformly -with the opposition
—and Root

yesterday denounced Tammany Hall, and went openly for the Pewter Mug. Another
course is pursued which they will find in the end will he highly injurious to the
President—that is, pressing the Bank bill upon him at this session with a moral

certainty that if it reaches him the obligations of public duty will compel him to

return it—as entirely premature—four years before the charter expires. The
charter of the Bank of England expires next year and has not yet been renewed—
the charter of the East India Company was not renewed till one year before it

expired
—three-fourths of the President's friends are opposed to the Bank—and he

can never, under such circumstances, do otherwise than to send the bill back—if

he had no other motive the adjustment of the Tariff and the extinguishment of the

public debt—both occurring before the charter expires
—are alone sufficient. It is

the enemies of the President, such as Branch, Wickliffe, Daniel, &c. &c., united
with the friends of the Bank, who are determined to send this bill to him, expect-
ing to do him an injury, and kill the Bank too—which itsfriends are certainly doing
by pressing it now. Sincerely yours,

C. C. CAMBRELENG.

Hon. C. W. Lawrence, M. C, to Mr. Jesse Hoyt, N. Y.

Franked, per mail. Washington, 26th Jan'y, 1834.

My Dear Sir—I am much obliged to vou for your letter of the 21st, and I

AM APPREHENSIVE OUR POLITICAL FRIENDS MAKE A MISTAKE
IN GOING TOO FAR AGAINST A NATIONAL BANK, but I wiU have
the pleasure of writing a few days hence.

Respectfully, your assured friend, CORN'S W. LAWRENCE.

The same to the same.

Washington, 31st Jan'y, 1834.

My Dear Sir—I can scarcely suppose it possible that I could have written any
letter to authorize the paper you have enclosed to me, and I feel deeply mortified

that any one should have authorized a publication in a newspaper. May I beg
the favor of you to request the person to whom it was directed to return it to me,
or at least not to circulate it, and if any one should speak of the contents of my
letters please mention that I had repeated to you, that my letters were only intended
for those to whom they were directed.

I cannot imagine who could have received the letter alluded to. I have no idea

any compromise is thought of by either political party. j

It is my individual opinion that A NATIONAL BANK with proper restrictions
|

and subject to State Taxes, <S)-c., WOULD BE USEFUL TO THE GOVERN-
MENT AND COUNTRY, and I know there are other individuals in Congress of
that opinion, and that is almost as much as I do know.

Respectfully, your friend, CORN'S W. LAWRENCE.

Senator Wright to Mr. Jesse Hoyt.

Washington, 3d Jan'y, 1834.

My Dear Sir—Your letter and the enclosure came to me this day, and I have
this evening sent both to Mr. Flagg, with such suggestions as occurred to me.

Nothing can be clearer, in my mind, than that the friends of the Administration in

your City should not attempt to get up a popular meeting upon this subject. The

legislature is the proper organ to speak for the people upon this important subject,
and there is not a doubt that they should act without one moment's delay. It is too

late to fear any effect from the allegation that our State leads. The subject is now
before the Virginia legislature, and I think it quite likely they will recommend a

restoration of the deposits. The legislature of Ohio have acted, and go strong
against the Bank—in favor of the removal of the deposits

—and against the land bill.

I say they have acted. The mail to-day has brought a copy of their resolutions,
which had passed the Senate, and which Mr. Morris, the Jackson Senator from
that State, says will pass the House 3 to 1. Every legislature in the Union will

act upon this subject, and ours will not be behind.
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If the friends of the Bank in your City attempt to get up a popular meeting, the

subject will be one which the friends of the Administration on the ground will best

know how to dispose of—hut in any other way I do not think the mass of your
somewhat excited population should be called to act.

The state of feeling here is very violent, and popular meetings either way can

have little effect. Still I should dislike to see a meeting in New York seeming to

embody an undivided expression, given to our opponents
—

-for the political effect in

the country would be had.

I have no time to write farther—but shall be happy to hear from you often and

freely.
I think the legislature should—in the shortest possible language—
1st. Express an opinion against the re-charter of the Bank in any form.

2nd. Approve of the communication read to the Cabinet on the 18th Sept. last.

3rd. Approve of the change of the deposits.
4th. Approve of the reasons given by the Secretary for that change, both on the

ground of the near expiration of the Charter, and on the ground that the Bank has

abused its chartered powers and privileges, and has become apolitical institution.

These points will cover the whole case in a form and manner most applicable to

the state of things here. Most truly yours,
SILAS WRIGHT, JR.

This is the way things are done. Is it the right way ?

Mr. Van Buren, U. S. Senator, Washington, wishes his friends in Albany to

enable him to vote for the tariff of 1828, and yet retain the good will of his south-

ern anti-tariff brethren in the Senate, who have a great reverence for " instructions."

He is instructed.

Mr. Silas Wright, holding the same office in 1834, preferring pet banks to a

national treasury, instructs the State legislature what to ask for, how to ask it, and
when to grind anti-bank music out of " the proper organ"—and

In 1884, Judge Skinner of the Albany Regency, a name given to the leaders

who acted with Van Buren, thought it quite consistent with the duties of his

station, as Judge of the United States District Court, to write Mr. Jesse Hoyt at

New York, directing him to call upon Recorder Riker, a Judge under the State

authorities, and get him to aid Van Buren and the party by using his influence

with Senator Burrows, to induce Burrows to turn the scale in the Senate Chamber
at Albany, so as to prevent the passage of a law giving the choice of electors of

president and vice-president to the people. The legislature in those days chose

the electors, and Mr. Van Buren feared that the people might choose Jackson

electors, and thus defeat Crawford. He managed the Senate so as to defeat Gov-
ernor and Assembly, who were for the bill.

[Post mark, Albany.] Jesse Hoyt, Esq., Counsellor at Law, New York.

Albany, 11 January, 1824.

Dear Sir—Mr. Latham A. Burrows of the Senate, I understand, read law with

Mr. Riker, the Recorder, (at any rate he is attached to Mr. Riker) ,
Burrows is

considered doubtful on the question of changing the law for the appointment of

electors. Now Sir, if Mr. Riker is in sentiment with us, his letter to Mr. Burrows
on that subject ivill have great influence, and you may be assured that every vote is

important to prevent the change contemplated. Cordially, R. SKINNER.

Mr. Roger Skinner opened his law-store at Sandy Hill, and when Mr. Butler

broke down in credit and character, as Jacob Barker's man of all work there. Skin-

ner removed to Albany to be a judge, and turned over his papers and office to his

friend Butler. In 1821, this grasping partisan was at the same time U. S. District

Judge, a Senator ofN. Y. state, a Member of the Council of Appointment, and also

of the Court of Errors.' Mr. Van Buren took pay at the same time, and acted as

State Senator, a judge in the Court of Errors, a Lawyer pleading before that court,

Attorney General ofN.Y., and a practising attorney, ready, as his son politely puts

it, to do "
any body's dirty work." Did I not keep before me the choice of Judas

Iscariot as one of the twelve apostles, I should scarcely forgive the freemen of

America for placing Martin Van Buren among our eleven presidents.
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CHAPTER XXIY.

" Get up the Tl'or/a'es." " A very good plan of a Banf;.''^ C. C. Camlreleng un-

cloahed. His course last war. He sets up for Congress, and wears two faces at

Washington. The Veto and Dtposite System. Mr. Duane. The Specie Clause.

A National Bank. George M. Dallas. Silas Wright.

The Presbyterian Church, of which Mr. Butler is such a prominent member,
holds to the doctrine, that at the day of judgment, [which Mr. Miller, whom Col.

Young speaks highly of, believes to be near at hand,] the sins of the righteous will

be all proclaimed to the assembled world, and that the saints will vie with each
other in anxiety to confess their most secret and shameful vices and crimes, in order

that Christ may obtain the greater glory through their pardon for his sake. Though
less disposed than Mr. B. to mix up politics and religion, I would mention that I

but anticipate a little his own wishes, according to his own creed, by stating with

great candor here what he has said and done elsewhere. Many biographies are

mere puffs and panegyrics, like that which he urged Mr. Hoyt to coax " the Young
Patroon" out of, in order to gull the Albany Dutch, and make more plunder to his

relative. Barker, out of the Washington and Warren. I am ambitious to be im-

partial.
Mr. Butler is known as the reputed author of some of the most violent of Jackson's

State papers against the bank—as his most steadfast counsellor, (except Kendall),
in its destruction . Compare this with his conduct in 1824—his petition of '26—and
his letter of '34, in my last chapter. How the Ex-Cashier of Jacob Barker sneers

at the eocperience of Taney and Gallatin !

"
Uncompromising hostility to the present

bank," exclaims Lorenzo Hoyt.
" Get the Workies to be up and doing,"* says

Cambreleng to Jesse. What are they to do when they are up? Put down one anti-

republican bank, and branches—get plunder for our party
—and raise other banks

of a still more dangerous character, on iis ruins !

" Mr. Tibbets," says Cambreleng to Hoyt, Feb. 1832,
" sent me a very good

plan of a bank." What was it? Look in the New York papers of that date—they
record Mr. Tibbets's "very good plan," that pleased Mr. Cambreleng, the pre-
tender to the principles of Jackson.

Mr. Tibbets's plan, which [suited Cambreleng, was for a bank to be located in

New York, as " The National Union Bank," with a capital of 35 millions, which
would begin business the moment the charter of the Philadelphia bank over which
Mr. Biddle presided, had expired. It was to have branches in each state of the

Union, with the consent of its legislature, was not to circulate more than 35 millions

of its paper at once, and to have the deposites, be the pet, keep the public treasure,
allow three per cent on government deposits, (charging, of course, 6 or 7 for loans,)
and its notes were to be used in pa3'ments to the U. S., the army, mxy, &c. " A
very good plan of a bank "

this, quoth the commercial representative of New York,
in his secret missive to his brother speculator. Yet he publicly denounced what he

secretly desired—and wrote Hoyt soon after
" that it would be well enough to let

* " Get the Workies to be up and doing. "What were they to do, Mr. Cambreleng—what was your object ?

To place one million of the public treasure in the Commonwealth Bank, Boston—twelve millions more in

the Manhattan, Mechanics, and Bank of America, N. Y.—two and a half millions in the Girard Bank,
Philadelphia, (little good it did it)—$2,649,596 in the Planter's Bank, Natchez—$1,662,744 in a couple of

pets at Detroit—and raise Coming's, Olcolt's. Bronson's, Croswell's, Vanderpool's, Dudley's, Marcy's, But-

ler's, Dix's, and Porter's stocks in tlie Safety Fund Banks created in 1831 and '32. The new stock awarded
to these ten men in these years was, at par, worth over $200,000, and at 15 per cent, (the average gain as

per Marcy). they gained .$30,000 from this speculation alone ! The way they got the stock is shewn by a

letter, Dr. Maxwell to Zeno Allen, the P. M. at Sackett's Harbour, N. Y., dated,
Albany, January 7, 1832.

Dear Judge—Yours just received. There are more applications for Banks this year than ever before. You
must make out a complete list of directors, officers, (fee. and if obtained you must know now. It must be a

Jackson Bank ;
and the Bank junto in this place, must be allowed a finger in the pie. Yours truly.

PH. MAXWELL."
In 1833 and 1834, a part of the same men got other $200,000 worth, and cleared the same profits. It is a

fact that the deposits in Olcott's Bank, Albany, raised its stock 50 per cent, above par. The Workies, then,
were wanted by C. C. C. to play second fiddle to a band of crafty speculators

—and when many of the

new made banks were " sucked" by the few, they would be shut up till they had " sucked in" the many.
Let D. D. D. be a Bank director, with $5000 stock in such a Bank as " the City" in Buffalo. He borrows

$50,000 for four months—his colleagues borrow in same way—the bank breaks as they meant it should—
each loses his stock, 'tis true, $5000, but he buys the notes of the bank at 15 to 50 cents per dollar, pays his

$50,000 debt with $12,000 to $25,000, and makes $20,000 to $30,000 by the operation !
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the plan Mr. Tibbets had in view z}.or\e for ths 'present'' ^-Aei Boston and Portland

ask Congress for a bmk, siid he—New York can appear (o fo"or,
" but on ttie

plan they (Ti'ibets & Co ?) pro.ios'"." If the citizens of this state Jo not arise in

manly indignation and put down the faction I now describe in their own language,
their crimiaal apathy will surely prove fatal to their children s happiness.
One great object with me, in this publicati)!!. is to pr ve:it some of the artful,

heartless and intriguing speculators who usually find their way into our yreat
conventions for im,.roving the constitutions of staies, I'rnm being (h«isen to sit in ihat

which may assemble next sutnmer in Albany, x therefure mi ntion ceriiin ficts

many months ahead, not to entrap but to leave room for ttie fullest inquiry.* If I

fail in preveiiiing s loh men as ihi Van Burens. Canihreleng, Butler. &c., from

being chosen by some consiiiujncy, I vvi.^h in some degree lo weaken their evil

induence by a r.^ference to th:^ deceptions they h ivh practiced. Mr. Butler's state-

ments as to the ab lily of the Wasliinglon and Warren Buik to redeem its notes

were clearly a fran.i. It was obtair.ing from the h<mest farmers and mecnanics the

fruits of their lawful industry for dishonest bank paper, undir filsj pretences. Suc-
cess ill su'jh schemes has induced him to persevere as a politician. My v^i^h is to

change the system that impels lorward such men as him into a dangerous path,
and to turn their industry, energ es and abilities in'o a nobler channel. 1 regret
that I must speak plainly some very disagreeable truths—but it is my duty.

Churchill C. Cambreleng is a native of the Carolinas, has a brother a lawyer in

N. Y., and had another who was a lieutenant in the navy. I am told that, in 1812,
when vvarnel to do militia dutie?, he rais:^d a plea of bodily infirmities. Tliat he
cared nothing fir the country, its nonor or rights, is shown by his course.

In 1813, Mr. C. was not found in the ranks of his gallant cnuntrymen, but

abroad seekmg gain. That year he sailed for Europe as supercargo of the ship
Hinnibal, w'lica was owned by his fnend John Jucob Astor, and obtained a

special English passport, to take out General Moreau to fight fur
" the holy aUies

"

* Are crelit, anl piper money useful ? Is it right to take away t/ie paper money itithout taking away
the debts and olili^ations contracted in it ? If a specie currency is essential to thi public welfare,
how shall debts and ebligalions contracted in the piper of a thousand banks be equitably adjusted
to a specie standard > Is the uiire^irained use of pviper as money a grand source of exUtiag evils—and if

80, \vi\at Is til'; re ueily ? If a paper curreiey is necessary, ought not the national promises lo pay liave a

preference over Itiose of 1000 privileged companies? If interest is to be paid on promises wliy not pay
it to the nation ? If banks are necessary to issue paijer, and as a special fiscal auxiliary (which I do not

believe.) would not one bank, on a democraiic basis, be infinitely preferable to a multitude of instiiu-

tions, flooding the country with iheir unsiali!e promissory notes, and then uniting in a general bankruptcy
and buying up by brokers, their own obligations—each dollar at 10 to 50 cents in specie ?

The framers of the United Stales Constitution, may be charged with the terrible evil of slavery, but are
not to blame for the misery which an unsettled paper currency has entailed upon the Union. So far from

dreaming that " ths general welfire" would r^-juire a bank wheel, or that Congress wouM be compelled lo

sell a part of the sovereign power over the currency lo a private association of slock-jol;bers, capitalists,

&c., and then give them the public purse as a stock lo trade upon, they absolutely Ibrbaile Congress ever to

create a monied corporatim. and prohibited the States from coining money or issuing bills of credit.

The Coistituliou. however, has been set at nought—Congress has twice sold to corpiraiious ii had no

power to create, tlie authority to issue its paper as the money of the Stale—and the several Stales, tlioiieh

forbidJe.i to middle with ihe currency, continue to sell to chartered associations the privilege lo issue ilieir

papir as circulalin? money, a thing that even ihe Stales themselves cannol lawfully do
T le results of this disragird f)r the supreme law of the Union are expansiims, revulsions, depressions,

3usi)jn3ions— ini-iery an 1 disLre.<s to millions, periodically, where God, nature, and ihe consliluiion have

bounlifully provided fjr peace and plenty to all.

I am not writing an essay on Currency—but it is evident that the paper of a thousand irresponsilile asso-

ciations—th3 seleotij.i. by piliiicii is in pnv3r, of s.i.ne thirty or forty banks, in which to deposiie, in tlie

abse.ice of a treasury, the public revenue— lo be by them lent lo partisans for land and slock operations or

personal and p.ilitical gain
—and the unnatural f ircing of commerce and inland trade, built o.i this frail

fabric—these certainly are not a finalily. We have not yel pot to the cul de sac.
I wa.1t lo show what feable men, like Governor iVIarcy, and cunning nien like Messrs. Cambreleng, Law-

ren.ce, Van Buten, Bailer, Wright, Flagg and Croswell have done—that
" Even here already patriots learn to steal

Their private per'iuisiles from public weal,
And. guardians of the country's sacred fire.

Like Afric's priests, ihey let the flame for hire."

It signifies but little that we give the people a. larger share than France and England In the theoi7 of our

rspresenialion while the real power is in ihe hinds of an ignoble, stock-jobbingoligarcby who by their

ability to malte ih^ir pipsr slielols mjre or less numerous, or lo unite to redeem or n it redeem them—lo

hire e.litors, altor.iies, aye, even co.igressmen and slate legislators, lo puff their deceitful sy.-tem, can, for a
time, make manufactures and real estate dear or cheap al will, lower or raise the value of latjor, make
sp3culaii'(n as extensive as life, and Ira, isform a Jj:refsoiian democracy into a nalinn of gamesters, and
our land int^ one srreal gamin? h mse, where all are fV)rced lo play, tchile but few can understand the

fame,
and still fvoer are in a con/litiori, to avail theinsflves of their knowledge. The Frenchman, ia

79i, was conipjUed to recaive iha assigaai al pir— the American has a wretched imitaiion of a safet,/
valvt ia the Wall street broker'^ baak-aote prica-curreat, variable as the wiad or wooiau'ii fancy.
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ngiinst freedom everywhere. Under his management, the Hannibal changed her

colors, and he conti'ined abroad trading in her until about the close of the war. On
Monday the 7th of Nov. 1814, the patriotic C. C. C, arrived at New York, in the

IlMnnilwl, under Prussim colors, 50 days from Brem^i, with a full cargo of iron

and German goods, consigned to him. Mr. Wm. B. Astor was his fellow passen-

get-. Mr. Cambreleng turned conmieicial commission broker in New York—added

)i()l.iics to his avocaiions, by way of variety, in 1820—stood out for slavery in

Missouri, and the "
pecuUar institutions"—and in 1821, being without family or

incumbrance, offered his services to represent New York in Congress, declaring,

through the National Advocate, April, 1821—"I am opposed to slavery, or an
extension of slavery, in whatever shape it may appear." Was this true? His
voles ill the teeth of his princioles are the surest answer.

We have seen that, while openly advocating the destruction of the United Slates

Bank, and denouncing all national banks as evils, he was secretly planning the

establishment of one, on a gigantic scale—that while, with consummate hypocrisy,
he was denouncing

" exclusive privileges," he was openly strengthening that sys-
tem through the deposiie or pet banks, and anticipating the vast gains on shares and

mmigement and jobbing to be got out of the new " mammoth " whose " exclusive

privileges
" he and his confederates would have for sale. The United Stales Bank

had 25 branches, or banks, associated with it—it desired to establish another, and
hes'taied between Rochester, Oswego, and Buffalo. Mr. Cambreleng was employed
to look at the locations—and he did so, and reported, for a fee of $ 1000.

Let the honest farmers of Long Island, and the liberal merchants of New York,
compare his public language with his secret instructions to his needy and corrupt
instrument, Mr. Hoyt.

0.1 the 23d of Oct. 1832, Mr. Cambreleng thus wrote to M. M. Quackenboss and
others :

" The veto of the President on the bill to renew the charter of the Bank of the

U. S., will be long and gratefully remembered by all who fjel the necessity of

adhering to Cojislitutional principles
—who deny the wisdom and justice of exclusive

prioileges
—and who believe it unsafe to arm government with dangerous and un-

ne^estary power."
Mr. Canibreleng's secret letters to Hoyt, in fivor of a national bank, with exclu-

sive prioikges, are dated on the 12th and I4th of February, 1834. Just one month
before that, in a reply to Mr. McDuffie, which fills six columns of Dwight &
To'A nsend"s Advertiser, he talks as follows on t'other side—

" No effectual reform of the banking and currency of this country can take place
till we ahidish our national bank note circulation. That, sir, is the first step. The
next will be the restoration of our gold currency."

'I'liis hel[)ed Van Buren to hoodwink Jackson, who was really sincere in his

desires for a specie currency. His courtiers were the very basest of hypocrites, the

most consummate of knaves. In Sept. 1837, Mr. Polk placed Cambreleng at the head
of the chief committee of Congress on Finance. When the bubble burst Van
Buren had the reins, and Jackson wrote from the Hermitage, July 9, 1837—
" Ths history of the world never has recorded such base treachery and perfidy as has been committed by

the deposiie banks against the Governmeat, and purely with the view of gratifying Biddle and the Barings,
and by the suspension of specie payments, degrade, embarrass, and ruin, if they could, tlieir oicn ruuvtry,
for ths selfish views of making large profits by throwing out millions of depreciated paper upon the people—
85lling Ihsir specie at large premiums, and buying up their own paper atdiscounts of from 25 to 50 per cent,

and now looking forward to be indulged in these speculations for years to come, before thsy resume specia
payments."*

This was the very course that Butler, Barker, and the party had pursued,
meant to pursue, and now steadily follow. The wonder is that the professions of their

leader deceived so many of us. Jackson's wish to restrain the vicious, fraudulent

bankers was noble—but why did he remove Mr. Duane, his true and tried friend,
when the latter advised a thorough enquiry by a committee of Congress into the
whole banking system, in 1834, with a view to a permanent system of finance, apart
from all banks? When, in 1837, the banks had got the plunder, when their vaults-

had been emptied by speculators, and no treasure remained, Mr. Van Buren pre-

* Mr. Polk and his trading cabinet have selected a corrupt stock-jobber, the president of one of the very
worst of these fraudulent institutions, thus justly condemned by Andrew Jackson, as Collector of CuPtoms
at New York, and his (the collector's) bank and others of the ' treacherous and perfidious' depositories ol*

] 3-36- 7, are actually re-cUosea
-
JUj Polk, ia 1644-5, to play over again, of coursa, the same dishonest

game.
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tended great anxiety for iron treasuries to hold the specie
—but here again all was

hollow. Mr. Hoyt's money, under Mr. Van Buren's direct superintendence, was lelt

at the banks kept by Joseph D. Beers and Cornelius W. Lawrence—the specie
clause was only talked of, to please

" ihe Workies" and such men as Colonel

Young till after the election ! Mr. Hoyt did not dream of enforcing it for a sintrle

day. The relative positions of Hoyt, the Van Burens, and other pretended specie
advocates I have already shewn. Mr. Duane's course relative to the great ques-
tion of finance on v.'hich he was called to pronounce a judgment, as secretary of ihe

treasury, was beyond all praise. His reasons were powerful
—his views of the

future correct—hisreferencesto the past full of warning. How much was lost to

the country when Jackson turned from the counsels of this truly great and incorrupti-

ble statesman, to follow the interested advice of a corrupt Van Buren and his able

and artful confederate, Amos Kendall, so as to become " the mere purveyor of

hungry and discordant factions !" Give me the key of the Treasury, said Jackson,
and the Rnss an embassy shall be your rich reward. Not for such a purpose, was
the repiv, but you may seize it by force. It was so done, and Duane's too servile

successor sits in the centre seat of the bench of justice, in the Supreme Court of

the Union.

Although Mr. Duane refused to goto Russia, the too complaisant Cambreleng, in

due time took that $18,000 pleasure trip, which may be considered an improve-
ment on the English

' Chiltern Hundreds !'

Let us select one or two extracts more from his speech of Jan. 14, 1834.

" Of all the currencies that were ever contrived by man, the most vicious in principle, the most calamit-

ous in its effects upon trarie, the most detrimental to ths public interest, and the most unsafe, as it re^pecia
the preservation of a metallic currency, is that which is founded upon the credit of a national bank, not only
connected with the finances of a government, but lil^e ours, involved in all the fluctuations of every speciej
of commercial credit audtlealing iu them upon a national scale."

"
It is a common opinion too, that a national bank prevents the multiplication of State banks It may be

BO, sir; but if it is, it is contrary to principle, and in this country and in England contradicted by ex-

perience. It is true that immediately upon a dissolution of a national bank, there will be. as the gentleman
from Pen'isylvania has shown, an iniusiial niauber of applications for State instin.tious ;

hut in a Ion?
series of years, the tendency of a national bank note curre.icy is more powerful t'lin all our local circula-

ticis, in constantly impelling trade, banking, and every species of credit and Bpeculalion beyond these

prudent limits, which, without the agency of snch an institution, would usually be prescribed by the an-

nual and steady accumulation of the capital of the country."

He concluded by saying
—" do not entail upon posterity the calamities of a

national bank note currency, and lay the foundation of another revolution in

your government."
Go back now, read once more his letters to Hoyt—despise, and have done with

him.
Mr. George M. Dallas's father was a very corrupt politician. He was one of the

pillars of the system of doing the treasury business through a national bank. His

son, too, was a warm advocate for the 3.5 million charter of 1816. In Feb. 1817,

he was appointed attorney to the U. S. Bank
;
and in 1844, named by the veieMn,

well drilled actors of the democratic Baltimore Convention, for Vice President of the

Union. Mr. R. J. Walker, a great man in the Jackson ranks, and Mr. Polks secretary
of the treasury, is said to have got a new light in 1843, and written to a friend from

Natchez, in favor of a third U. S. Bank! When he accepted the office of U. S.

Senator for Mississippi, he issued a declaration in this form :
—"

I am against the

whole paper system ; against it as destructive to morals, dangerous to the liberties,

and ruinous to the true interests of the American people
—the very foundation cf

banking institutions is based upon fraud and fiction."

Silas Wright, Governor of New York, is fifty years of age, a native of Vermont,
and a resident of St. Lawrence County. Lorenzo Hoyt was long law agent to Mr.

Wright, (who is by profession a lawyer,) and his brother Jesse has long been his

coadijutor and intimate friend. Well knowing his habits and circumsiances, Mr.

Wright was a strong advocate for giving him the control of the Custom House. In

1824, Mr. Wright, in the Senate, voted with Jasper Ward, A. C. Flagg and the

Van Buren party, to turn De Witt Clinton out of the office of Canal Commissioner,

though he sat there without salary, was the soul of the canal project, and Wright's

party had the other commissiimers on their side. It is necessary to read Mr.

Butler's private letters to comprehend the spite the faction felt in life towards Clin-

ton, whom in death they all but deified. As Governor, Mr. Clinton originated the

plan of revising the statutes—many real improvements in the law practice aie of his

aug^dstioxi—and, agreeing with B'lougham, Ceatitam, Eonullj and the great law
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authorities of England, that a clear, precise code of law, for civil and criminal mat-

ters, as well as uniformity of procedure in the courts, would be a precious boon to a

free people, he urged it on the legislature in his message of 1825. Van Buren and

Butler, liking the confusion of feudal precedents called Common Law better,

nothing was done. Mr. Wright was for the bank and Crawford and for Jackson

and the political pets in turn—then for the sub treasury, In 1834. " he was wholly
unmoved by the alarms that had been sounded as to the insecurity of the dep osite

banks"—in 1837 he was moved somewhat, and aided in sending Jesse Hoyt into

the modern Grecian temple on Wall street, as high-priest of the grand sub-treasury
of the Union, in Lawrence's and Beers's banks. He was a delegate to the Herki-

mer Convention of Sept. 8, 1829, where Theron Rudd, Aaron Hackley, N. Gar-

rovp-, John W. Edmonds, R. H. Gillet, &c. nominated Enos T. Throop for gover-

nor, and has had pity on Mr. ^n\\eT' s pmiper protep6, and placed him on the bench.

In 1828, he aided at Herkimer in nominating Tan Buren as governor. He is of the

section of Van Buren's followers who are for a high tariff. He introduced into the

House of Representatives the tariff of 1828. I liked his vote frr John C. Spencer
as United States Judge, because the real objection to him was his hatred to slavery.

Proscription by slave owners, whose ignorant negroes are counted in the federal

representation, in the teeth of the declaration of independence, and in mockery of all

representative government, which is either founded on intelligence or useless, I do

not like. Their weight in Congress was against cheap postage, too, although even

the whites in the south comprise the great majority of vhat 500,000 of 20 years and

upwards who cannot read their A. B. C. nor write their names. I would neither

proscribe John C. Calhoun nor John C. Spencer—nor did I like the result which

placed a very inferior person in Smith Thompson's seat. Though opposed to

Texas, if with slavery, Mr. Wright was warm for Polk as president, who would

not have Texas unless filled with men and women in perpetual bondage. In Jan.

1824 he was sent to the Senate pledged to give the people the direct election of

electors of president, but to serve a faction he moved to stave off the question till

Nov. Like Mr. Butler he wished to avoid Samuel Young as a candidate for

Governor. He is good humored, able, and shrewd—and the company he keeps will

tell his country what he is.

Extract of a letter, Lorenzo Hoyt, at Albany, to his brother Jesse, at New York—dated Feb'y. 28, 1824.—" How are the democrats in New York pleased with the

movements at Washington ? Docs not Calhoun's bolting in favor of Jackson

AUGUR BAD, inasmuch as Jackson 7nay, and I apprchcnc^ WILL, BOLT infaxor
of Adams ? If things take that course, and Clay's friends will not yield to Craw-

ford, I fear that Adams will be the strongest man. However, I strongly believe

that Clay's friends in this State will, if necessary, abandon him, and cast their

weight into the scale of Crawford," &c.

CHAPTER XXV.

Cornelius W. Lawrence—his political career—on both sides on the Bank—for Van
Buren—for the Sub-treasury

—
for Texas—Mayor, M. C, Bank President, Cham-

berlain and Collector of Customs at N. Y.

Cornelius W. Lawrence was a director of the United States Bank branch in New
York in 1827. In 1834. he was as much a " bank man "

as in 1827, but he had

by this time got a hint how his personal interests might be advanced by voting with
J K. Polk in Congress against the Bank. He did so, and for the distribution of
the public treasure to favorite State banks—then went home—had for his share a

two million charter in 1836, with two millions capital, and two millions of dollars of
the national treasure put into it, but not at interest. He himself, wiih Morgan L.

Smith, and other "
trusty cronies," were the commissioners to " distribute said

capital stock." If the confederates got on their stock the profit calculated by Mr.

Marcy, viz., 15 per cent, it would make, on 20.000 shares at $ ICO, fSOO'.COO.
All the stock was paid in by the shareholders, in gold and silver, the U. S. Trea-

sury gave them other two millions for safe keeping, and nine monibs from the day
it opened its doors, to wit, in May, 1837, it shut them again, refused to pay its

debts either to
people

or governmeut, in lawful money, 8j)eculated
with its funds,
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and if I would say that it didn't, or that its directors didn't, buy up its own depre-
ciated paper at a discount who would believe me^ Those who know Mr. Law-
rence's pure disinterestedness, and who can credit the asser'ion that there was no

bargain in 1834 to give him, for a pet bank to be started in 1826, sixty tons of gov-
ernment specie or its equivalent, but that he voted (as he says he did) contrary to

his conscience, from conscientious motives, may do so. On the 26th of Jan"y 18o4,
he wrote his friend Hoyt of his fears that those he was acting with were "

going
too far against a national bank." On the 31st of same month, it was his opinion" that a national bank would be useful to the government and country," under

proper restrictions, of course.

0.1 the 18th of Dec'r 1833, Mr. Binney presented the memorial of tjie U. S.

Bank, stating that for one and a half millions paid to the government, and other

considerations, the bank was to be the U. S. Treasury during its term, and com-

plaining that the public monies had been wrested from it and given to pets thro' the

Union, who had paid nothing at all. Mr. Polk moved that it should go to his com-

mittee, known to be unfavorable, and Lawrence and Cambreleno: voted with Polk.—
Mr. Selden, Lawrence's colleague, on 3d Feb. "34, presented a memorial from
New York, praying the renewal of the Bank charter, and the restoration of the de-

posites. Selden moved its reference to a select committee, who could hear reasons

and report. Lawrence voted with Polk, C. P. White, Gillet, and Vanderpool, to

give it its quietus in his (Polk's) committee. On the 17th of March, a highly re-

spectable memorial from Boston was offered for the Bank. Mr. Gorham moved to

print it \o-ith the names. Mr. Polk said he was willing to print the memorial, but
wished to suppress the names of the signers ! For once, and once only, Lawrence
left his mentor, and voted with John Quincy Adams to print the whole. On the 4Lh
of April it was put to vote, ought the U. S. Bank to be re-chartered T Lawrence,
Cambreleng, Polk, and Vanderpool voted No. C. P. White and Selden did not

vote. Next, the resolve was put that the deposites ought not to go back to the bank.

Lawrence, Polk, Gillet, J. Y. Mason, and Cambreleng were ayes. D. Selden, E.

Everett, Geo. McDuffie, and J. Q. Adams were noes, and they were right. Camp-
bell P. White kept below the bar. Then came the /io^ne vote. Resolved that the

State hanks ought to be continued as places of deposite for the public money : and

Polk, Lawrence, Vanderpool, Cave Johnson, Cambreleng, Cramer, and S. Beards-

ley were ayes. Selden, J. Q. Adams, Lincoln, E. Everett recorded their names

against this great injustice. C. P. White kept out of the way. It was next pro-

posed to appoint a committee to inspect the bank books, see who had got its favors,
and find whether it had violated its charter. Selden voted for enquiry, C. P. White
and Lawrence were absent, Cambreleng said yea, and the com. was organized.
On many other important questions, Mr. Lawrence, in some 50 or 60 days, never

gave a vote. His pay was drawn, I presume, $8 per day, as if he had done his

duty, by being present.
Cornelius W. Lawrence, it is said, was bred to farming work, and is of a Long

Island quaker family. He and his brothers Joseph and Richard M. were New York
auctioneers, and made money in the house of Hicks. Lawrence & Co., retiring be-

fore it became bankrupt in 1837. Their brother Richard was, I understand, mads
a bankrupt, but his wife (Jacob Drake's daughter) has a little fortune of $60,000
which his creditors would miss. Cornelius is an old man, of large size, and very
fond of champaign. His first wife was a rich sister of David M. Prall. On Feb.

15, 1819, he was married again, to Rachel Ann Hicks, a daughter of his partner
the auctioiieer (now not wealthy.) He has been a great speculator in Bank stock

and cotton, and I am told that his son voted last election for Mr. Clay. Mr. L. has

been twice or thrice Mayor of New York—been member of Congress (1832, '3, '4)—got the two million bank in Wall street in 1836, the presidency of which, to save

appearances, he has handed over to his brother* Joseph, together with the city

* A3 matters now stand. Secretary AValker, having a right iinrierstanding with Mr. Polk, designates the

treasury banks. The Cnllector of N. Y. being informed on the subject, Mr. L. M., owing $30,000 duties,

payable to-day in cash, goes to Lawrence's bank, or the one most friendly to him, and gets a note discounted
to cover that "sum. writes a check for the -SSO.OOn. which the teller marks "good," and L. M. pays it at

the Ca-ihier's de5k. in full of his duties. The Collector sends the check to the bank as cash—the bank
charges the U'erchant 7 per cent interest, and gets it, too, in advance, but pays none to the government,

though it credits the U. S. Treasurer with the like amount. Thus, without trouble, without adva.icing
one cent, or runnin? any risk, the bank sets ?.'"n'2.'5 (as 90 days interest.) How like this is to Butler's .§500

counsel fee from a defendant, or S30,00Q law charge for a motion on bonds known to be uilsrly worthless !
•
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chamberlainship, when he (Cornelius) got possession of the collectorship of New
York—it being convenient to hold as many lucrative places as possible in one fam-

ily. Joseph is, I believe, of the firm of Lawrence, Trimble & Co., a large commis-
sion house, and married an heiress, a dautrhter of Alderman Townshend.

In July, 1836, Sam 1 Swartwout presided one day at a great Texan dinner in

this city
—Gov"r Hamilton of S. C, Gen'l Ripley, Mr. Calhoun's brother, Mr.

Lawrence, and many other " friends of the Texan cause," were there. A char-

acter for friendship to Texan annexation and an increase of the slave power in Con-

gress, is u>eful to those who would fill lucrative offices in the gift of the federal

government. Anti-Slavery democrats must look to Albany.
As a speculator in Bank Stock. Collector Lawrence was always a follower of

Van Burea. He followed his lead in the U. S. Bank war—got paid
—was one of

the signers of the N. Y. com. of citizens at Tammany, who took sides with Van
Buren when the Senate rejected him as minister to London—was one of the State

electors of President when Van Buren was nominated in "3fi—John V. B. made
him " run like the cholera," as mayor, with the help of Marcy and the six-million

message of 1834. On the 25th Sept. 1843, the " conservative
" C. W. L. was one

of Van Buret's Sub-Treasury Vice Presidents for the fiih ward at the great meet-

ing in the Park—and will be ready to aid the initiated in any scheme to raise more
stocks for speculation, state or national, by which " the Albany Dutch' may be

eased, accordmg to law. of their spare dollars. When the Glentworth papers were
seized. Mr. Butler addressed notes to the select,

"
Varian, Lawrence, Bcwne,

and Allen, to meet him on business of great importance." These, with Iloyt,

Morris, and Stephenson were trusted with the great secret—and when it was told

about that Lawrence, Fish, and Alley had said it was all a hoax, Mr. Bryant in

the Post, gravely contradicted the error, by authority. Ritchie said in the Union,
that " no appointment could be made more satisfactory to the democracy of all

classes than INIr. Lawrence," and the Albany Atlas set forth his "
integrity and

great personal worth." Mr. Laurence informed the public, thro' Mr. Sullivan's

Morning Post, of his acceptance, he having been "voluntarily selected by the

President, from his acquaintance with him as fellow democrats
(.'.'.')

in Congress."
The Evening Post responded, using the words—"

integrity,"
"
character,"

" con-

fidence of the party," and so forth.

William Leggett, in page 608 of vol. 1st of his Plaindealer, asks,
" Who made

C. W. Lawrence, and Gideon Lee, and George D. Strong, and Walter Bowne,
Presidents of Banks 1 Were they appointed solely in reference to their ability in

financial transactions—or was the office given to them as a reward for party servi-

ces and sacrifices 1—We have too long submitted to a system of banking founded
on political capital, instead of money capital. We protest against the creation of

exclusive privileges for the purposeof paying these men for their political services."

I\Ir. Lawrence's character, and the recommendations to office already quoted, are

evidence that he will make that vast and costly machine, the Custom House, serve

the purposes of the knot of political speculators with whom he is connected. Pros-

per M. Wetmore is his most intimate adviser, and a most suitable one. On the 24th
of Dec. 1834. C. W. Lawrence, R. Riker. John Jj. Graham, and George D. Strong,
wrote to John L Morgan and others, Washington, (the fall election being over) , desir-

ing an inspectorship for Abraham Le Foy, because of " his assiduity and efficient

influence as a member of the democratic family." It would, they add, be " a favor

to ourselves." Give him $ 1095 said Swartwout, and it was done.

CHAPTER XXVI.

Governor Mnrci/s Lefters^-on his Pantaloons—his War Services—his Election—the

U. S. Bank—the Nvllifers—the Elections of 1832 and '35. &. D. Ingham on

Clay and Anti-masonry. Flagg on Politics.

Senator Marcy to Mr. Jesse Hoyt, New York.

[Private.] Albany, 16th Oct., 1832. .

My Dear Sir—Your letter of Monday evening I received this morning, and with

it a breeze from the south, that gives some of our folks a chill.

Th9 opposition preteud to hays aertaia information that Hitnex is elected'



GOVERNOR MARCY's BREECHES—HIS HEROISM IN WAR. Ill

Though we do not yet yield to this belief, still we are less confident than we were

yesterday of Wolfe's Election.

As to the Pantaloons affair,* perhaps I am not the person best qualified to advise.

Though the charge was right in itself, yet it must be regarded as an unfortunate
one, because so easily turned into ridicule.

I showed your production to Flagg—he thought it very well, but seemed to think

it was a little too formal. The enemy will have their laugh, but I hope it will not

do much mischief.

The true explanation is simply this—
When Comptroller, I had always made war on lumping charges, because I was

satisfied many frauds against the State had been perpetrated by them.

The law provided the payment of the Judge's expenses in holding the Special
Circuit. I kept a particular account of them, which was handed to the Comp-
troller.

While on this business some work was done on Pantaloons, for which the Tailor

charged Fifty cents ; it was entered on the account, and went into the Comptroller's
hands without a particular reflection how it would appear in print.
Ifeared no dangerfor I knew no sin.

I can not advise how it is best to treat the subject.
The article in the Argus, headed,

" A very grave affair,^'' is perhaps as full an

explanation as the transaction will admit of. But it will be well to connect it, if

much must be said on it, with the great frauds and peculations of HoUey, \ an

Tuyl, John V. N. Yates—(who I believe for love of me writes many of the scur-

rilous articles in our papers), in appropriating about $800 of Peddlers' License

Fees, &c. &c.
Now as to my War Services, (a more agreeable subject) ,

I was out two cam-

paigns
—in 1812 on the northern frontier—belonged to the party which took from

the enemy at St. Regis the first stand of colors taken in the late war, on land, and
the first prisoners (about 40 in number).
These prisoners were in a house built of square timber. I personally headed the

party that took them—myself broke open the house, entered it, and took from the

hands of the soldiers their arms, &c.
I care not how much this matter is handled, but rather they would let my Pan-

taloons alone. I return your remarks. Yours, &c. W. L. MARCY.

Judge Marcy, to Mr. Jesse Hoyt, at New York.

Albany, 4th Oct., 1832.

My Dear Sir—Yours of yesterday is received. Before it came to hand I had
determined to write you in order to relieve the gloom which my former letter was
calculated to cast over your mind. Information received since writing to you has

considerably raised my hopes. V. Buren writes from the infected District that we
shall gain there as much as we can lose in the other parts of the State. That we
shall gain (speaking with reference to the last Governor's Electiim) I do not

doubt—but the extent of that gain cannot to be conjectured. I think it will be 30CO
in the 8th District—and about 2000 in the 6th. Our recent news from Washington
County is very flattering. The FACTIONS there do not coalesce. There is a

reasonable hope that we shall be better off by 1000 votes than has been calculated.

The proceedmgs in Weschester have dissipated the gloom that hung over ttiat

county. We understand that both the Ward and Hunter parties will support our
Electoral Ticket and State candidates. The charter election here lias nerved our

friends, and inspired a determination to meet efforts by efforts. Upon the whole
our affairs look pretty well, and success is in our own hands, but we must labour lo

keep it. I fear more for you in N. Y. than any other place. Your vigilance and

vigorous efforts can alone save you from a disappointment. Davis's calculatiim in

yesterday's C. & En. is, in many particulars, very wild. I have run over that

* Governor Marcy's uneasiness at the joke about \\\a patched breeches and barber's hill—the Arcus
article—Hnyt's essay— Flash's opinion gravely taken—and the surmises against Mr. Yates, are proofs of ilia

power of the press to awe official men— if the press were but honest, and the people possessed of iiitelligenca
and wisdom enough to see the impirlance of upholdins an editor able to rise above the trammels of party.
Mr. Marcy's praises about his War Services, seem to have been composed hy himself His other letters in

this chapter show his views as lo the election—the important position of Hoyt as the confidential instru.
ment of the party at N. Y.—and the temper of the man. I like Marcy's and Flagg's letters, in the main.
Under a better system, perhaps they would have been better men.
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calculation and made a note of deductions and additions, which I think may be

reasonably b^ depe.ided on, by which I vary the results. About 20,000 a pretty
material variation. I do not wish it exhibited. Indeed I believe it is r ither an

idle employment to be making^ estimates. The best rule is to do the work and see

the result. I am, with great respect, yours,
W. L. MARCY.

Senator Marcy to Jesse Hoyt, Esq., Neio York.

Washington, 3d June [1832.]

Mv Dear Sir—T have been shamefully negligent of my promise to you in rela*

tion to the result of the inlsrview with my Albany friends. I hoped to be able to

convince thein that it was right and proper for me to adhere to the determination

which I had communicated to Croswell ;
but I failed in doing so. They convinced

me thit there were more difficulties attending the selection of a proper candidate

than had presented themselves to me. The result was that I am not to persist in

declining now but am to be let alone if it can be done—as I think it may without

injury to the party.
It would seem to imply (if it cannot be) that I am a mighty consequential fel-

low. You or anybody else may thmk so if you will, but I do not.

Webb has not modified and futjUshed your articles. So long time has now elapsed,
and the fever of those who called for me to come out has so much subsided, that

probably nothing more will be said by him. How stand affairs in N. Y. \

There is a great effort making we learn by the manufacturing interest to get up
an excitement on the Tariff—Our friends from Albany and elsewhere thought it

would not succeed. Bodies of manufacturers are flocking in here, and they appear
about AS CRAZY AS THE NULLIFIERS—I think the extremes will unite

and defeat all attempts at compromise- Yours, &c.,
W. L. MARCY.

Senator Marcy to Mr Jesse Hoyt,

Washington, Saturday.

Dear Sir^I have this morning received a note from Webb, and I learn from

the tenor of it that you had written to him on the subject which engaged us in two
or three conversations. I find that our opinions of him were perfectly correct.

Attacked as he is on all sides he is willing to attend to others as well as himself.

1 find my intimation to you is well founded that Bennett had been too sanguine in

the matter referred to and had understood from me more than I intended to convey.
Webb has undoubtedly every disposition to put things right and he ought to be

permitted to do so to a certain extent in his own way—I have had full conversa-

tions with you and from them you can make to him such suggestions as will

apprise him of my views. He may think I ought to write to him—and so I should

perhaps
—but I have two reasons for nut doing so—the one is that if I should go

over the whole matter as I did with you in conversation it w-ould make a prodi-

giously long letter, and I am too much engaged to afford the time to write it, but

the second is I have declined to write to all Editors on the subject (except one

which I explained to you.) This resolution was early taken to preserve my posi-

tion—to keep silent. He will appreciate my motives and I hope approve of the

course

[The date—signature—and a few words of the conclusion, torn off]

Private. To the same. Alb'y, 1 Oct. '32.

My Dear Sir :
—T did not receive your letter of Thursday till last evening. I

hasten to reply to it—though the answer will give you no pleasure.
I think our chance of success doubtful.

Although others are full of courage, I am not. I have looked critically over the

State, and have come to the conclusion \.\\?it probably we shall be beat.

1 would not say this to you were 1 not perfectly confident that it will remain a

profound secret.

All reports from New York are that we shall do better than you represent ; yet
I have distrusted them.
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57*6 V. S. Bank is in the field, and I cannot bat fear tbe effect of 50 or 100 thou-

siind dollars expended in conduclinsi the election in such a city as New York. I

have great confidence in the honesty of the people, hut it will not withstand all

temptations. The coi'.kuption of some leads to the deception of many.
You ought to look to the Upper Wards. I fear you will find defections among

the active electioneerers.

'Though I speak so discouragingly of the result, I do not doubt, if money could
be kept out of use, we should beat them. But it will not. Yet great efforts with-
out muney may save us.

I hope those efforts will be made in New York.
If I thought N. Y. would do as others say it will I should say the chance is in

our favour, but I feared such a result as you predict.

My advice is—don't Bet YOUR MONEY, BUT SPEND IT, as far as you
legally can, to promote the election. We are all determined to deserve success,
and do not despair of getting it. Yours sincerely,

W. L. MARCY.
J. Hoyt, Esq.

Hon. S. D. Ingham, Sec^y of the Treasury, Washington, to Mr. Jesse Hoyt, N. York.

Washington, 10th Nov. 1832.

Dear Sir,—I thank you for the information in your letter of the 8th.

This Election, together with that of Pa., must kill Anti-masonry.
They will not again raise that flag in the nation, and scarcely in a State.

It will be driven back into a few counties—but Mr. Clay is also done ; however

desperately he may fight in a forlorn hope, that is not the character of his friends.

They cannot again be brought up to the charge.
Yours with great respect, S. D. INGHAM.

Comptroller Flagg to Mr. Jesse Hoyt.

Albany, March 26, 1832.

Dear Sir,—You will have seen the proceedings of the Convention, and will, I

doubt not, be gratified with the general results. Bowne had been the prominent
man for a State delegate before the N. Y. delegation arrived, and a majority of

the delegation agreeing upon him, it settled that matter at once. Your city delega-
tion was kept back until nearly the hour of the meeting of the Convention—and
Selden and a few mischievous spirits among your members, of the House, induced

your delegation to believe that some contrivances adverse to the city were agreed
upon here, and that they would have delegates forced upon them who would not

be agreeable to them—and Selden did all in his power to throw the Convention
into confusion. He was mistaken in his men, and only made himself appear
factious and foolish. ..... The strong vote of the Convention rebuked
the faciionists, and all things went off with the most entire unanimity, both in the

Committees and the Convention.

The delegates to Baltimore I have no doubt form a unit in regard to any measure
to promote the interests of Mr. V. B. and the Old Hero.
The political affairs of this State never looked fairer—there is some diversity of

opinion as to a candidate for Gov.
,
which will be settled at the Herkimer Conven-

tion—and the names of Jackson and Van Buren will get a triumphant vote and
bear down all opposition. Yours truly,

A. C. FLAGG.

GovW Marcy to Jesse Hoyt, Esq., N. Y.

Private. Albany, 26th Jan'y, 1835.

My Dear Sir—I received your letter this morning on the subject of L. M. M.
It is proper that Mr. M. and all other office holders in N. Y . whose feelings or

whose conduct has gone with the Wigs should be fully apprised of my situation in

relation to their appointments, and that they should be made sensible that they
have contributed to bring about a state of things which prevent me from doing
towards them as I have done heretofore and should under other circumstances do

15
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now. The principal auctioneers partook of the madness and infatuation which last

year seized the great mass of the Merchants—they aided in giving success to our

opponents in the Common Council—they countenanced and some practised the pro-

scriptive policy of that body—turned away their clerks, carmen, &c.-—upheld the

course pursued by the Wig papers
—and cheered on the Common Council in siveep-

ing the decks of all our political friends. The very men who have been proscribed
in N. Y., with the expressed or implied approbation of those who wish reappoint-

ments, now surround me in great numbers, asking the places and commissions of the

proscribers. What shall I say
—what ought I to say to these applicants'? Shall I

send these victims of proscription, and victiins of the panic, home, empty handed, to

beg employment of those who have deprived them of it, and give commissions io

those who are the authors or even the silent approvers of the course pursued by
the Common Council and the panic-makers ? If I had but one hour of official life

to live I should consider it my solemn duty to employ it diligently in protecting my
political friends from persecution. My friends in N. Y. ought to look at both sides

of this question before they advise a course of liberality which would be injustice
to friends and, as past experience shows, returned with ingratitude.

Yours, &c., W. L. MARCY.

CHAPTER XXVII.

Thaddeus Phelps and the Free Bank scheme. His private report. Gallatin on

Repeal. Leggett on Marcy. Letters, Marcy, Flagg, Cuttings and C. L. Liv"

ingston to Jesse Hoyt. E. Livingston. Message writing.

The facts stated in my chapters on stocks and banking will have shown the

reader that much of the anxiety displayed by knavish politicians, brokers, congress-

men, bankers, governors, judges, &c., for national banks one day, and for state

banks another—this time to have one set of men put forward-^t' other time a dif-

ferent set, is, in the main, caused by the vast gains made by getting hold of fancy
stocks, puffing this this week and that the next—or bepraising one thing that you
may get another, as Van Buren did hard money, which served as a pretext for his

hungry legions of officials to keep a few millions of soft money not their own—altO"

gether.
On the eve of the election of 1836, Mr. Hoyt, with the secret promise of the

reversion of the Custom House, should his captain gain the day, was indefatigable.
All sorts of proposals were got up to please all sorts of people

—and among others

it was suggested that banking ought to be unrestrained. The knowing ones knew
that the chartered banks would probably soon go by the board, and they were for

securing a fresh batch of '

charters,' for sale before the general break up.

By reference to the N. Y. Evening Post of 19th Sept., 1836, it will be seen—
that on the 25th of April that j'^ear, Thaddeus Phelps, D. B. Tallmadge, Saul

Alley, W. B. Lawrence, Stephen Allen and Jesse Hoyt were appointed a Com-
mittee to obtain a change in the banking system by a repeal of the law confining
the stock and scrip banking craft to incorporated associations. Their first public

report is dated r2th Sept., (Hoyt, Secretary) ; they there state that " a portion of

them" went up to Albany when appointed, and attempted to get repeal, but could

not—and they go on with a tedious jargon about tyranny, freedom, naked deform-

ity, &c., trying to make it appear that they had been unwearied in their effiarts at

undoing what Mr. Van Buren and liis friends had so long made their money by—
the monopoly of banking—so that every sovereign in the Union might issue his

currency, and be a banker.

To me, a far greater curiosity is the above committee's first private KEPORTy
addressed April 29th, 1836, by Thaddeus Phelps to his precious comrade, Hoyt—
and here it is :

Mr. Thaddeus Phelps, at Albany, to Mr. Jesse Hoyt, at New York.
" Dear Hoyt—We arrived this morning and have already accomplished wonders.

Our influence has already made Six Banks in the HousCy (no fear of the Senate) ,
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and by tomorrow night there is very little doubt we shall have made twenty or

thirty more. You fellows who are in favor of the Repealers, may all now go to

Hell in your own way. Consider your restraining law repealed. Consider me a

partner in a Banking Company—I put in 2,000,000—Call on John Ward for the

money. No more at present
—Your loving friend, THADDEUS PHELPS.

" Arrived on Monday morning." 29 April.
" Monroe has sent in his allegiance

—and the Native American party. May
go to the D—1. Boat off. T. P. >j

This Mr. Thaddeus Phelps, a gambling, stock-jobbing character, was a constant

signer to applications for office from Hoyt and Swartwout—and he andCoddington,
Hoyt, (Lawrence, if I remember right,) Allen, Bowne, and the rest of the leaders

in N. York, subscribed and paid $20 each, in all $440, to assist the circulaiion of

the Truth Teller, and the Sentinel, papers that they perceived to be friendly to

their side of the question.
I do not know which of the other members of the Committee went up with Mr.

Phelps—but on referring to the Assembly's and Senate Journals, I perceive that

the stir about bank chartering began at the very time he speaks of. That his and
his friends' secret object was more banks, more stocks, more gambling, the above
letter too clearly shows. Mr. Phelps's name is associated in the statute book that

session, with those of Walter Bowne, and James McBride, (the director that bor-

rowed the deposites out of the Manhattan to speculate on) ,
a commission to distribute

the stock of the Hamilton Insurance Company, and the stock of the 5th Ward Lisur-

ance Company—he is also made by law a director. Phelps is from Connecticut—
a very old confederate of Hoyt's

—and was examined by the commission appointed

by the President in '41. He said, (Rep. page 290), that after Hoyt got the coUect-

orship he paid large sums of his old indebtedness, and was embarrassed when he

got the office. Hoyt had also been made a Danish Commissioner*, a pompous way
of settling matters the officials should attend to, but affording the means of bestow-

ing douceurs on " the king's poor cousins." Hoyt, Coe and Butler were also

made fire commissioners, I think in 1836, and earned a certain sum thereby. When
Mr. Marcy lost the government of N. Y., he was made a Mexican Commissioner,
but whether it held out long at the salary ( $ 3000 a year), I have forgotten, if I

ever knew.
Mr. Albert Gallatin wrote a letter in the Argus, about the repeal

—a yard long
—

Mr. Marcy wrote Hoyt to suggest or draw up a message for him upon repeal
—and .

but few knew that the Governor's Message of January 1837, was a joint stock pro-
duction of Jesse Hoyt & Co. Perhaps Mr. Van Buren penned a paragraph or

two—for, says Hammond, in his History,
" Mr. Marcy, from the time he entered

the pohtical field, had been the confidential friend of Mr. Van Buren." Mr. Tall-

madge and Mr. Hubbell's letters show that when Mr. Marcy had resolved not to

endorse the sub-treasury in his message, he did endorse it. It is presumed the

remarks he there used were sent him from Washington.
Well might the poet of the Seasons say, that—

Unblest by virtue, Government a league

Becomes, a circling junto of the great,

ToTobby law; religion mild, a yoke
To tame the stooping soul, a trick of state,
To mask their rapine and to share their prey.

There is no doubt left on my mind, that Mr. Marcy, in sanctioning the corrupt
and corrupting legislation of his day, with his signature as governor, was well

aware of the deep injury he was inflicting on the worthy people who had once,

again, and a third time trusted in his honesty and oath as their chief magistrate.
The few letters of his herewith published show some candor, and even talent, with

a seeming desire for fairness. But what of justice do we find in his general con-

* '•

Washington, March 2, 1S31. Dear H.—You and Winchester were confirmed to-day—I do not mean

religiously, for although it might apply to General Winchester, who may be a very pious man, you Anoio it

don't in that sense apply to !/om—Simpson's nomination
'

was rejected. Young Fulton's nomination as

Se&retary was confirmed.
We beat the Senate triumphantly about the proviso on the appropriation—both houses unanimously

agreed to make the appropriation only in another form, and to strike out the proviso. _w H / ./

Sincerely youra, C. C CAMBRELENG.
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duct? Mr. Leggett knew him, and thus describes him, Vol. I. Plaindealer, p. 450.
" He is a weak, cringing, indecisive man, the mere tool of a monopoly

junto, their convenient instrument; and while he gives his sanction to their un-

worthy measures, we survey him with contempt, and can offer no better excuse for

his conduct than that ' his poverty, and not his will consents.'
"

What " small lights," such governors as Van Bmen, Marcy and Throop are,

when set beside the generous and ingenuous Clinton !*

*

Ch'ge to Gov'r — Jesse Hoyt, Esq., Counsellor at Law, New York.'

Albany, 24th Nov. 1836.

My Dear Sir,
—You promised me sotne illumination on the subject of the restrain-

ing law or rather the repeal of it. I am informed that there is a 'probability that

I am elected, and if so it will be expected that I send to the legislature a message—
If you have any publications or other matters too cumbersome for the mail you can

if you choose put them in the charge of one of the electors from your city. If you
are extravagant in your notions they will not be adopted

—you expect as a matter

of course they will be modified. I will not ask you to get what you write your-
self copieil because it is possible that some one may be found in this city or vicinity

who will be able to decypher your hand writing,
I am, with great respect, your to be obliged and humble Serv't,^ ^

W. L. MARCY.

[This governor had sanctioned laws in April and May, giving more special priv-

ileges to newly chartered banks, and for the sale or disposal of their stocks. He
now, in Nov.—Van Buren's and his own election secured—invites Jesse Hoyt to

illuminate his benighted vision, as to the best mode of rendering less valuable the

special advantages for which cunning or silly people had just paid cash to C. W.
Lawrence, &c.]

Jesse Hoyt Esq., New York.

Albany, Oct. 3, 1836.

Dear Sir,—The repeal of the restraining law, so far as to allow offices of Dis-

count and Deposite, is universally assented to by town, county, district, and state

conventions. To this extent a law can be passed with little opposition. If the

issuing of Bills is added, so as to multiply without limit the manufactories of paper
money, a new aspect will be given to the whole matter, and those who are opposed
to any change may be enabled to keep things as they now are. If we can open
the way, and build up a class of Banks which not issue paper, these will co-

operate in making the currency more sound than at present ; if they have nothing
to make by the issue of small bills, they will not be aggrieved by seeing gold and
silver take the place of the small bills. After the fetters are knocked off, and the

new class of money-changers are "
in the full tide of successful experiment," such

other modifications may be made as experience may recommend, and as " the busi-

ness wants of the community may require." Repeal the restraining law, refuse all

banks, unless their stock is sold at auction, and those ivho trade vpon legislation,

(the hon'ble the lobby) will be blown "
sky high :

" and the scenes of log rolling
and corruption would be replaced by a decent regard to moral and official purity,
and a reasonable attention to the public business and the general welfare.

Truly yours, A. C. FLAGG.

Mr. Cutting to Mr. Hoyt. [Albany], January 6, 1837.

- My Dear Hoyt,—Charles Livingston has sent you a copy of the bill to repeal
the restraining law, reported by Maisoh in the Senate. The first section is all

that ought to pass, but I suppose that being in the hands of the Philistines we
must be thankful for any favors, no matter how small. Edward Livingston,

* Mr. Butler speaks (lifferently. He wrote to his friend Hoyt from Albany. Aususl Clh. 1S20, as follows:

"Mr. Vail Buren st.iad^ hiiiher througliout the State than ht ever did— wi'tiiei.s "the toasts at the various

ce!el>ratinn5. But if I were^in his place I would trouble myself tait lillle alioiil the carpings of such ir:en as

you ainie— lh»y ca;i do nothing without him. What would have becon'e of the opposition if it had not been
for him ? I will say more— if I was Vaa Buren I ivould lei politics alone. He can lie and will be the Erskino
of the bHate, which is an ambition more laudable than the desire ol

political preferment. Ha yesterday

opened a cause ia the Supreme Court m the most concise, elegant, ajaa couviaclQg argumeot I almost evex
heard."
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HP" I am afraid—has turned a sharp angle, and will come out Bank. See his vote

to-day. Tomorrow he will be brought to the bull ring-, and stamped as he deserves,
if we should go into committee of the whole and he should participate in the debate.

We beat them to-day elegantly.
Do you see who compose the committee on the repeal of the restraining law in

our Hcuse? Ogden, Chairman! the violent opponent of the measure last year!
the agent of the Farmers' Trust and Loan Company ! the intimate of John L.

Graham, Seymour & Co. ! the guest of the former last spring in New York, and
his lobby friend at the Syracuse Convention ! HZT But we will defeat the gang.
The restraining law will be modified—the usury laws partially repealed, and no
Banks chartered. F. B. C.

[Post-mark, Albany.] Jesse Hoyt, Esq. ,
Wall street, Nev/ York.

Albany, Jan. 21, 1837.

I am inclined to think, my good fellow, that you are more than half right in the

opinion expressed in your last letter—I have given the subject of private issues

much anxious thought and I confess new light begins to dawn upon my darkened
intellect—the clouds are fast breaking away and I should not be surprised if I final-

ly determined to maintain even to obstinacy that a note of an incorporated bank was
no better than the bill issued by a private solvent individual—I may have been de-

luded by the charm which too commonly attaches to a corporation, but the spell is

nearly broken, and another night's reflection may metamorphose me into an inflex-

ible advocate of shin-plasters
—Some limitations and securities are indispensable to

guard against abuses, for I cannot admit your theory to its full extent, that the peo-

ple are under all circumstances capable of managing their own affairs. In some
cases they must be protected against themselves. My distrust of their intelligence
commenced when they elected such a poor devil as myself, and until they choose

• agents who will respect their feelings and their interests I will dispute their capac-

ity to govern themselves. Don't disclose this heresy and above all don't let

me see it in the Evening Post in the form of " an extract from a letter from Al-

bany." Do you understand ? In a few days we shall have under consideration a

general plan for private banking, provided there is sense enough in Albany to ma-
ture one. It is designed to keep this subject distinct from the restraining law.

Cutting has just called in to say that he has received some letters from you and
desires me to say that you must work harder and talk less. What impertinent lan-

guage for a servant of the People to hold to one of his masters ! Yours, &c.
CHA'S. L. LIVINGSTON.

CHAPTER XXYIII.

Letter, L. Hoyt to Jesse. Bowne fathers Butler's Report against the Tennessee

Resolutionsfor Conventions hy the people in place of Caucuses by the politicians.

Letters, Butler to Hoyt. Open Rebellion. Andrew Jackson. Letter, Gov. V.

Buren to Hoyt, on Providence and Judge Sicanton. Crawford on foreigners.
Van Buren on Universal Suffrage. Looking ahead.

Mr. Lorenzo Hoyt to his brother Jesse.

Albany, Jan'y 11, 1824, Sunday.
Dear Brother—I send you by this mail the Report of Mr. Bowne, on the Ten-

nessee Resolutions. Mr. Butler wrote the report, and I leave it for you to judge of

its merits and the correctness of its principles
—but I presume, from the circumstance

of your political views coinciding so exactly with Mr. Butler's, that the principles
contained in the report will meet your approbation IMr. Gard-

iner, the other day, while the resolution of Mr. Flagg in relation to electors was
under discussion, made an abusive and unjustifiable attack upon the editors of the

Argus and Advocate, and by which he has incurred the indignation and disgust of

every sensible man within his hearing. He accused the Argus of political inconsis-

tency, in first advocating an alteration of the electoral law, and then in a few weeks
after reprobating the measure as unwise and anti-republican
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The opinion that I always heretofore entertained, that Gardiner was a man of very
limited talents is now irrevocably confirmed I must confess I

was not a little astonished when I see who the New York members were. I pre-
sume they are men of tolerable good sense, with the exception of Crolius and one
or two others, but as for their abilities, they are, in my opinion, contracted. . . .

LORENZO HOYT.

The State of Tennessee was friendly to Gen'l Jackson, and its legislature passed
resolutions, in 1823, reprobating the practice of members of Congress meeting in

Caucus and nominating Presidents and Vice Presidents of the United States, as an
undue interference with the rights of the people. These resolutions were trans-

mitted to the legislature of New York, (see pages 11 to 13 Senate Journal. 1824)
and referred to Walter Bowne, Jonas Earll, and Perley Keyes. Benjamin F. But-

ler, being, like Van Buren, favorable to Crawford and the dictation of caucuses of

party Congressmen, wrote a report, which the Senate's committee adopted and
Bowne fathered and signed

—
(see pages 17 to 22, same volume.)

Mr. Butler, in this report, asserts, that the caucus dictation, by members of Con-

gress, is a proper and constitutional practice
—that in case the election should after-

wards go into the House of Representatives, the members who may have recom-
mended a candidate to the people in caucus are not thereby bound to vote for him
themselves—that a congressional caucus is the most effectual mode for preserving
an equality to the weaker States—that " there is no other practicable mode of con-

centrating public opinion
"—that State nominations, by members of the State legis-

latures, the only substitute, are attended with serious difficulty
—that a caucus of

members of Congress forms the best primary agency for selecting candidates for the

presidency, being a powerful combination of influential men, who follow a safe

course of precedents
—and that a congressional caucus next session is

"
peculiarly

desirable."

To me it is evident that unless the power of nomination is in the people they
cannot be said to have the power of election. Mr. Butler's negative right which he
is ready to assign to the people ,

of dissenting or approving when a president is pro-

posed to them by a private meeting of 66 congressmen, as was the case in 1824,
where only that number nominated Crawford, shows his innate dislike to democra-

cy, which in such a case makes the millions sovereigns or dictators. Who that

reads this volume will fail to admit that while the constitution may stand for ages a
monument of the wisdom of its framers, the administration of it may be at the

greatest possible variance with the spirit of its provisions 1 The Union had chosen
some 240 legislators

—Mr. Butler desired that threescore of these men should regu-
late the succession of our executive magistrates. The people had elected certain

men to do their will—Mr. Butler desired that these men should contrive to make
the people do theirs. All this, too, to crush Jackson, and secure the return of a
U. S. Bank man ! In a letter to Harmanus Bleecker, one of the gentlemen who,
in Congress, most steadily opposed Madison and the war of 1812, dated Aug. 16,

1831, Mr. Butler talks thus—" His (Jackson's) high station—his venerable age
—

my admiration of his character, a sentiment imbibed in early life, and often ex-

pressed in print and otherwise, &c.

Jesse Hoyt, Esq., New York. Albany, Feb'y 20, 1821.

My Dear Friend— I hope the Council will

soon finish all they have to do, as the excitement produced by their labors is very
g-reat, and the difficulty of pleasing everybody very strikingly illustrated. You
will have seen by the time this reaches you, that they have given me an office

—
without any trouble or exertion on my part

—or much on the part of my friends.

The minor appointments for this city have given great dissatisfaction, and it is as

much as we can do to keep the people from open rebellion. Of all this however say
nothing—as 1 hope a few days of reflection will compose the angry elements. To
judge from the violent expressions of those who are disappointed, "one would think
that our prospects for next Spring were rather blank—but you know it is the genius
of democracy always to be impetuous and sometimes to be rash. I have only time
to say that you are always one of those for whose health, happiness, and future

prosperity I feel the liveliest solicitude, &c. &c. &c.
B. F. BUTLER.
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[To the same.]
" Wash'n, Nov. 26, 1836.

My Dear Sir—The President continues to improve, and by Monday next, I

trust, will be able to resume the transaction of business, though it must be with

great caution and forbearance—qualities for which he is not remarkable—anA hence
the real danger of his condition.

Though we not the precise returns of any one of the missing States—yet there

is no reason to doubt the election of Mr. Van Buren. Have not Virginia and
North Carolina done nobly ? Truly yours,

B. F. BUTLER."

Governor Van Buren to Mr. Hoyt, at New York.
"
Albany, Jan'y 4, 1829."

"My Dear Sir—-You need not, I think, have any apprehension about the

message. The earliest allowable moment will be embraced to send you a copy ;

but that cannot be as soon as you desire. I thank you kindly for your letter, and

beg you to write me always with equal freedom. I cannot consent to contribute by
any act of mine to the prevalence of that great political vice, a desire to shun

responsibility.
I shall do the best T can in whatever relates to my office, and leave the result to

PROVIDENCE and the People.
Remember me kindly to Mrs. H. and believe me to be very sincerely your friend,

M. V. BUREN.
Does our friend L. Smith know that Judge Swanton * has been recommended by

the elite of the party in New York 1 I presume it is understood by him and all our
friends. I do not see how I can avoid the appointment.'^

CHAPTER XXIX.

Collector Hoyfs Gold Mine. The Georgia Legislature refnsed to charter " New
Potosi.^' It gets privileged at Albany. A very pleasant feature in Georgia laiv

making. The brothers Butler helping Campbell P. White to borrow the Deposites

from the Manhattan. Four Directors take $600,000. Three millions lint on

fancy stocks. Attorney General Butler goes to borrow at Baltimore. The Ameri-
can Land Co., or the Irish Middlemen of the U. S. Silas Wright, the PresideTits^

dfc.
—

Origin of Anti-Rentism in Columbia Co.— Van Buren, Butler and the Anti'-

Renters, 1807 to 1812. Van Buren accused of urging them on and of deserting
them after getting elected to the Senate. Fifty Farmers ejected.

The object of the two armies who contended for tariffs to accumulate public trea-

sure, congressmen who would evade putting the proceeds to public uses, Presi-

dents who would never veto profligate expenditures or enquire about defaulters, and

* Judge Swanton was an Irishman of the days of '98—General Jackson was friendly to Irishmen. Gov-
ernor Van Buren writes Hoyl that he did not see how he could avoid Iceeping Swanton in office, btit he lets

him know that he would have done so had not
' the elite of the party' taken t' other side. Van Buren had

been true to Mr. Crawford in 1824, but the latter had made himself very unpopular by denouncing adopted
citizens. He had said, that a very

" effectual means of enligliteiiing and civilizing the Indians, would be
to encourage their marriage with our frontier white inhabitants, and that it would be more honorable to

the government to do this, than to receive with open arms fugitivts from the old icorld, whether their

flight was occasioned by their crimes or their virtues." Possibly the gentleman is for an amalgamation of
the tcild Irish [says Binns] with the tame natives, to produce fit subjects for his reign ithen he becomes
President! Mr. Van Buren remembered 1824—and those who forget it may find a passage like the fol-

lowing in Greeley's Whig Almanac for 1845—" Native Americanism struck us a hard blow
Mr. Polk, on this single question, gained more than enough votes in the Slate of New York to elect him."
Jesse Hoyt, in 1832. before the election, collected a $20 a head subscription to get the Truth Teller, which
admired \''an Buren, more widely diffused. His opponents forgot that no class of men had stood more true

to that eminent statesman, Clinton, than the Irish—and they abused them because they were deceived by
the

" IMormon of Kinderhook," who could at one time boast that he had never entered a Catholic chapel,
and at another praise

" the talents and virtues" of the Pope,
" the head of a great and Christian church."

Mr. Van Buren, when in the State Convention of 1821, did oppose universal suffrase, and—referrin? to the

adopted citizens—declared, that among its many evils,
"

it would give to the City of New York about

twenty five thousand votes ; whilst underthe liberal extension of the right on thechoice of delegates to this

Cmvention, she had but about thirteen or fourteen thousand. That the character of the increased number
of votes would be such as would render their elections rather a curse than a blessing ;

which would drive
from the polls all sober minded people," He will not repeat that speech should he obtain a seat in the
Convention of 1846. His failure in 1824, and the accident of Clinton's death, which placed him on the

step ladder to the presidency in 1823, will not be forgotten. There is no fear that he will follow Crawford
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for state banks and national banks, with a paper currency, baseless and visionary as

the Arabian Tales, was, as I have already sliown, to keep up political influence

with the millions, and to run riot in speculation at the expense of men of wealth and

property. What did Van Buren or his ' followers' ever strive to carry throuiih for

the good of their country 1 Who can fail to see that the removal of the deposites
paved the way, and gave the means for the American Land Company, increased the
value of other bank capital, and gave an impetus to stock-jobbing!
Mr. Jesse Hoyt is, in his way, a Pizarro of the north—nay more he is a Cortez.

The latter tortured the Emperor of Mexico, that he might get gold
—the former

tormented and beggared merchants of high standing in New York, for a like rea-
son. Pizarro"s ruling passion, like that of Hoyt and Butler, was gain. If the

Spaniards got the treasure of Peru, Mr. Hoyt had the Custom House treasury and
New Potosi. The bible, through the priest, was the signal for the wanton massacre
of the Inca's army, by a band of greedy fanatics, and the robbers of Atahualpa as-

sembled to divide the spoils of an innocent people, procured by deceit, extortion and

cruelty, distributing the wages of iniquity after a solemn invocation of the name of
God ! Mr. Van Buren, when he had attained the seat of Clinton, writes to Hoyt
that he was to depend on "

Providence," in his crusade against the treasures of us

Americans, native and adopted ; and this was very much, too, in the line of Butler—
but the Hoyts did not deal in the nonsense of invoking heaven as the patron of

villainy. This much as my introduction to Jesse Hoyt, in Georgia, digging for

hidden treasures in New Potosi.

In Dec. 1830, Mr. H. McAllister wrote to R. Ward, Hoyt's law partner in Wall
street, mentioning a man of science who might be emplyed in the gold region, ex-

amining a tract. Soon after Jesse Ho}^ and others bought
' a gold mine.' On the

15th of May 1831, this McAllister and a Mr. Rich'd J. Arnold wrote from Savannah,
that New Potosi was " the most astonishing place in all the gold region.^' On the

3d of June, the original value of " New Potosi" was increased from $27,000 to

$38,000—and such a bungling accountant was Hoyt, that he and his partners, in

giving their ^ cash and notes'' for an increased share, signed for $6500 instead of

$2880. On the 11th, Hoyt wrote Arnold,
" If we should be offered $ 100,000

(for the mine) we should not know what we were selling." On Sept. 19, Hoyt
proposed to ask Georgia to incorporate the gold miners near Gainesville—with
shares—personal irresponsibility, &c. The legislature, at Milledgville, was ap-
plied to, accordingly, but Arnold and McAllister wrote from that place

—"The
stupidity of the majority of the members of he legislature surpasses conception"

—
half of them dont know what a corporation means—and a failure is apprehended.
Judge Berrian, who had been Jackson's Attorney General, was friendly, they say,
to their scheme. Nov. 27, McAllister wrote Ward and Hoyt, in great dudgeon,
of course, that after three days struggle in the Senate their gold mine incorporation
bill had been thrown out. Berrian had done all he could, but " the besotted

ignorance and and the blind and foolish envy of the majority, have carried the day."
The Georgians would incorporate them, he added, but were so stvpid as to desire

to mend their bill by making
" the individual property of each stockholder liable for

the debts of the corporation," (so that if the concern should have defaulters the

public might not be cheated.) But, quoth McAllister, it was to get rid of personal
responsibility that we sought legislative assistance. One day they only lost by
three, and the next day gained over seven members—but in Georgia the people
like to see what is doing in their name, and it is the law there, as it should be

everywhere, that, previous to a 3d reading, every bill, public and private must be

published, and wait public opinion a certain time before it can pass. This proviso
killed Hoyt's Potosi—the people saw the thing

—
they wrote their agents that they

did not like it—and said McAllister—" on Monday twenty intelligent members

in advising tall Yankees to wed Indian squaws to improve the papoose system of rearing our youth.
I s'lould not wonder to see Van Buren yet quote Jefferson where he says that it was a Scotchman (Douglas)
who taught him, and that another Caledonian (Small) probably fixed the destinies of his life, by way of
showing that we owe the Declaration of Independence, indirectly at least, to immigration from North
Britain.

The writer knows that Mr. Van Buren is .'lecretly strainin? all his powers to get back to Washington as
head of the state, but the budget of ways and means he has not seen. The result would be worse than his
third rubber, when—

Ritchie, to gull the populace, fluttered like a stool pigeon ;

Hoyt furnished fuads, Dick Davis wind, and Butler the Religion.
Ben Butler the Religion '
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contended against prejudice, ignorance and the d 1 folly ever exhibited in a

Senate . . . . this rascally apology for a legislature. I leave this infernal place to-

morrow morning." The worthy corporator, that would have been, was really out

of temper—talked in his letter of " the asses here who bray for the public," and
reminded Hoyt that Mexico allows no special incorporations.
A fraternal hug from the enlightened democracy of this Union will probably

achieve what Burr and his brother reformers, with Sandoval and Cortez, failed in—
and the land of Montezuma rejoice in religious liberty, as we understand it, slaves,

(who may not read, write or marry, but be scourged, shot, sold and tortured,*)

charters, banks, stocks, a Wall street of brokers, irresponsible corporations, patriot
Van Burens and pious Butlers. It will not be necessary, as in Georgia, to print

gold mine bills before they pass 'em.

Thomas Moore impertinently asks,

Who can, with patience, for a moment see

The medley mass of pride and misery,
Of whips and charters, manacles and rights,
Of slaying blacks and democratic whites 1

No matter—he don't travel in Mexico.
Eleven bars of Polosi gold was sent to Hoyt from the mine, and, Feb. 14, 1832,

Arnold and McAllister wrote that the mine must not be sold under $ 150,000. A
charter was got for the concern at Albany this year. Gov'r Throop's people know
more than the Georgians. March 17, and 25, Arnold and McAllister wrote that

Dr. Boyd, a person of great skill, and hired at $ 50 a month, had stated distinctly
that " New Potosi would yield $20,000 per annum, net profit," but the doctor

could not conscientiously recommend capitalists to go as high as $ 200,000 in an
investment.

Sometime since a bill in equity, as they call it, was filed before Judge Betts, on
behalf of the U. S. against Jesse and Lorenzo Hoyt, Jesse and Thos. Oakley,
Thaddeus Phelps, &c., for the better protection of Jesse Hoyt's large estates in

New York, Maryland, and Illinois. Why didn't they include Georgia, so as to

embrace " New Potosi? "

I believe I saw B. F. Butler set down among the borrowers of " the deposites"
from the Manhattan Bank

; and at the time that Hoyt got the collectoroie his (But-

ler's) brother's name was not in the best possible repute in Wall street, owing to

western land speculations. $30,000 was what the brothers Butler owed the Man-
hattan at the blow up. What then? John G. Coster owed $258,426—Campbell
P. White (who voted for the removal to New York, &c. of the specie, or was
elsewhere on a division,) and son $ 172,498—James McBride $75,799—and Thos.
Suffern $57,698. These were directors, and they borrowed over half a million of

dollars. No matter. The money would enable them to help the merchants liber-

ally, at a rate somewhat below cent per cent. . It was proper, quite proper, that C.
P. White should preside at the great Van Buren (1843) meeting in the Park, and
he did so. Why were not Coster and McBride among the secretaries? The State,

too, lent the Manhattan $700,000. Who was it understood was to borrow that

* It would seem that negro slavery condemns to brutal ignorance the wretched blacks, while it fears

even to instruct the whites. There is very little immigration to the slave region from foreign countries,
yet the census of I&IO, showed that (in round numbers) there are. in Tenrtessee 55.000—in Virginia 59,000

—
in Georgia 31,000—in North Carolina 57,000—in Kentucky 40,000—in Alabama 23,000—and 'in South Car-
olina 20,000 free white persons, each of them over twenty years of age, who can neither read nor write !

The slave-holding south trembled when it was proposed to reduce our postage rates to five cents, although
England had reduced hers to two. Young Van Buren's brother-in-law, Senator McDuffie, opposed cheap
postage and advocated the measure so ardently desired by America's enemies, a dissolution of the Union.

Failing in that, we are to have more ignorance and more slavery. Free discussion must be put down by
force in Kentucky, lest her 40,000 illiterate whites should lake a fancy to learn their A, B, C—and slavery
must extend its arms over Mexico, in part, at the risk of a eeneral war. in order that the slave power of
the south may be able to offer a better bargain to its mock-demoeratic allies in the north, through whose
means it has hitherto warred against free institutions. I do n6t wish to force the slave states to abolish

slavery
—but I dislike to see Texas added to the vast area thus cursed. Slavery is. must be, the deadly foe

of intelligence and American freedom, and yet it leagues its interests with the worst of the northern politi-
cians : and the Presidency, the Senate, the Supreme'Court, the Army, and the Navy move, but as instru-

ments to extend and perpetuate its power. It perpetuates ignorance in the south, and checks reform

everywhere. South Carolina, through her able leader, Mr. Calhoun, boldly avows principles which strike

at the very roots of the tree of libeily. I see much to admire in Mr. Calhoun, but his recent correspon-
dence on slavery, Texas, &c., contains doctrines more arbitrary and severe than the veriest aristocrat

in England would dare to acknowledge.

16
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out again, John* Van Buren fashion? The report of March 14, 1840, is rather

brief on such matters. The Manhattan made stock loans, too. In 1836, they had

$2,800,000 lent out to favorites on fancy stocks pledged to the banks. Who can
"wonder any longer at the scramble there is to get hold of the proceeds of taxation

laid on the people, and at the interest that was felt by the faithful to exchange C. P.

Van Ness for that regular dealer and initiated democrat, C. W. Lawrence?
Barnabas Bates, pensioner of the Custom House, owed the Manhattan nearly
$10,000—8. & M. Allen $56,000—W. G. Bucknor $27,000—and Robert
White $20,000. The spoils were carefully kept in the family. Gov'r Marcy
borrowed of that reputable concern the New Hope Bridge Co., and B. F. Butler

left his i o u for $ 5452 with the Baltimore Life and Trust Co. Robert White, the

Cashier, was soon after tried on a charge of petit larceny and embezzlement, and

purloining the bank's loan book. Mr. Butler, if I remember, was for the people,
and Judge Ingraham charged the jury

—they agreed to disagree
—and perhaps the

new trial is postponed to take its turn after those of Price, Hoyt, Swartwout, &c.
The American Land Company was formed in 1835, and was a natural result of

the successful scramble of Van Buren and his friends for the possession of the

national treasure in 1834. The Albany Journal quotes John Van Buren, Silas

Wright, Croswell and Burt, as among its stockholders there. Charles Butler, bro-

ther of Benjamin F., was a trustee. The intention of Messrs. Butler and Wright
was to buy the public lands—the very best of them—as cheap as possible

—with the

* It would seem as if nolhing that is corrupt in the political world could be completed without Hoyt,
Van Buren, or Butler having a hand in it, some way or other. In the early part of this volume are But-
ler's letters, recommending Hoyt to Barker for a cashier to the Bank of Niagara at Buffalo. Isaac Q.
Leake, Mr. Van Buren's editor of the Albany Argus, was its first cashier, and the notorious Isaac Kibbe its

president. Its parent was Martin Van Buren.
On the 14th of Feb. 1816, the bill to charter this bank was referred to Jacob Barker and two others, in

the N. Y. Senate, to report. Mar. 8, the bill n committee—Van Buren and Cantine vote for it—Barker

kept below the bar. It provided that s4fX),000 should be the capital, and the bank to issue its notes aa

money whenever the directors, tcltom the bill named, should see fit—even before one cent had been paid up
of the stock, which could be called in

'

by instalments.' The bank to divide profits among the stock-

holders, who were not to be responsible to the public for losi or mismanagement. The stock distribution,
as usual, was left to

' our friends' as a fat job ;
if the bank failed it might stop and start afresh

;
and

DS"" it (the bank) was not compelled to pay specie for its notes. =03 The bill passed the Senate, but the
Council of Revision refused to agree to it, because it did not contain a clause providing for the redemption
of its bills in gold and silver. April 10, 1816, Attorney General Van Buren, in Senate, said the bill was
better without a specie-paying clause, and tried to persuade two-thirds of the Senators so to vote, and
moved to pass the bill in spile of the Council. (See Senate Journal, p. 236.) The Senate refused to do

this, and the specie clause was inserted. Van Buren again voted for the bill which became a bad law, pil-

laged the farmers and traders, broke down in 1819, paid 10 or 12 cents per dollar, and its cashier took the
chair of Van Buren's press, the Argus. It started again, its president was indicted for cheating. Barker
was to have $.j,000 for procuring a .S;2-5,000 loan to keep it agoing, but it broke again before aid could get
to Buffalo. Kibbe, its first president, was a Burrite, concerned in the frauds by which the Merchants'
Bank Charter passed in 1805, and one of ' the lobby.' General Swartwout writes, (1823)

" My Dear Mor-
rison—The Dutchess must pass the House on Tuesday, and yours [the Chemical Bank] will pass the
Senate on Wednesday, certain. See Kibbe as soon after dinner as possible

—he knows the cords to pull

upon, and will carry you triumphantly through. Your friend, Rob. Swartwoft."
Mr. Van Buren's bank initiated the BuflTalo people, who had become such proficients in the mysteries

that thirteen banks have broken down in that place since, cheating the weaver of cloth and the grower of

wheat, wool, &c., out of at least three millions of dollars.

In an Albany Argus, extra, of Nov. 24, 1824, I find the report of a joint committee of the Senate and

Assembly of N. Y. on the Chemical Bank charter, Mr. Sudani, chairman, and it affords additional proof
that the administration of justice, the purity of which forms the foundation stone of American institutions,
needs the investigations of a Convention of the State.

''In the inquiry instituted by the committee, to discover if any member of the legislature had been

improperly influenced in his vote, it became necessary to examine Mr. Morrison and the agents employed
by him. And the evidence thus elicited, is certainly far from creditable to any of the persons engaged,
including Mr. Morrison ; to see men holding judicial stations, and others claiming rank in society, con-

gregate at the seat of government, for the purpose of letting themselves out, for such rewards as may be
extorted from the fears or the hopes of applicants to the legislature, must be a source of deep regret to all

who respect the purity of legislation. But when it appears that the votes of members of the legislature,
are actually pledged by the Lobby, without the most distant communication with them, and by these
means rumors are spread abroad, implicating the legislature, and all for the purpose of extorting money
from a desperate or timid man, it becomes the sacred duty of the legislature, to expose to the public the
names of the individuals who are guilty. The testimony disclose.^ the names of Wm. McDonald, now of

Waterford, Col. Mather, of Rensselaer, Aaron Hackley, late first judge of St. Lawrence, Halsey Rogers,
first judge of the county of Warren, Ward B. Howard, of the city of New York, Isaac Kibbe, of Buffalo,
Thomas Matchin, of Montgomery, Gen. Carpenter, of Tioga, W. J. Caldwell, of New York, A. Moody, of
New York, Cornelius Masten, of Pen Yan, and Gen. Swartwout, of New York What (in the

opinion of the committee) constitutes the moral guilt, and deserves to be severely censured, is the practice
of persons regidarly meeting at Albany, from various parts of the State, to make it a business to lend their
aid 'for pay,' to any application, and opposing applications, unless they are paid to be encouraged or

tolerated, thus obstructing the regular course of legislation, and casting suspicion as to the purity of legis-
lative acts Powerful indeed must the consideration be, which can induce men of standing in

society to leave their families for a whole winter, and devote themselves for hire to the will of their

employer."
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deposites, furnished by the people
—and then sell them to the people as high as

possible. Millions of dollars were thus invested—and private letters are now before
me stating- the names of persons who would have cleared millions by the specula-
tion, had not 1837 and its events interfered.

Lieutenant Governor Root, in his speech in the N. Y. Senate, on the Sub-Trea-
sury, 7th February, 1840, thus describes this vast monopoly.
"A great American Land Company was formed, consisting of Government officers and their friends. Its

articles of association were written by the Attorney General of the United Stales, [Butler], and his brother
Was placed at the head of it as President.

By the terras of the Specie Circular, a receipt for money paid into the Treasury was receivable at the land
offices in payment for lands.

There was a Bank at Washington, known as the Bank of the Metropolis. This Bank was in bad repute.
Its stock was greatly below par, and it was understood to be in danger of failure, when it was taken under
the protection of the Government, and made a deposite Bank. The stock, much of which had been bought
in by the speculators, who were in the secret, at a low rate, immediately rose 20 and even 30 per cent,
above par.
A draft on this Bank, made by one of the ' American Land Company,' would be presented, the kegs of

specie loaded on to a carman's cart, taken across the street to the Treasury, the treasurer's receipt procured,
and the kegs returned without being unloaded.
The certificate was good for land. The Yankee speculators, with their pockets full of eastern notes,

could not buy an acre. The company with their specie certificates, could purchase all Chicago, and the
surrounding country. Other speculators were compelled to buy off this

' American Land Company.'
Eastern notes were worth more than specie, for exchange was in favor of the Atlantic cities. And there
was another speculation."

Of course the American Land Company did not settle their lands—they only took
the Irish Middleman's place, and held their purchases at a high price for the farmers'
sons to buy up, and settle. Within twelve months, twenty four millions of acres of
the public lands were bought on speculation, much of it by this combination of ava-
ricious harpies. The usual quantity sold in a year is one or two millions.

Bank Presidents, Cashiers, and Directors, in great numbers, joined the vile con-
cern

;
and the people's money, raised from them by taxation at the Custom Houses,

was thus made the means of taxing them over again when they emigrated to the
western wilderness. Van Buren's hand was felt everywhere.
Thomas Jefferson was originally rich—his father was also opulent. He and

Madison and Monroe left office and died poor. Van Buren started with low cun-

ning, and party machinery as a capital, in lieu of money—Aaron Burr, who was
the father of the Manhattan Bank, being his tutor—and he is now immensely rich.

In 1819 he found it necessary to borrow $ 1000 from the State, which was not paid
in 1824, nor the interest. You may now go for 60 miles round Kinderhook, and
even up to Oswego, and you will be continually meeting with his farms, lots, &c.

Perhaps he is worth the equivalent of Samuel Swartwout's default. In early

youth he was the poorest of the poor
—his father kept a small public house. Had

he risen by other means than I have described, who would not honor him 1

Mr. John A'^an Buren is now most active, in his capacity of Attorney General,
endeavoring to bring to punishment the anti-renters of Columbia, Delaware, Al-

bany, and Rensselaer counties, as traitors, conspirators, murderers, &c. Did not

his father, when an Attorney at Hudson, do much towards laying the foundation of
these r troubles, by assuring the farmers that their landlords were in error, and

canvassing for Senator in the Middle District against E. P. Livingston, in 1811, as

the champion of these tenants? In 1830, a sketch of Mr. Van Buren's life, by
Butler, appeared in the Albany Argus, in which the anti-rent difliculties, of 1807,
feudal tenures and a "

particular hostility" to Van Buren, by the Van Rensselaers
and Livingstons, were adverted to, and their

" baronial prerogatives" sneered at.

Mr. Van Buren is said to have fanned the flame by anonymous essays in the Hud-
son papers, in which the title of the Livingstons to their manor lands in Columbia

county was vehemently attacked—and then to have appeared as the lawyer and

champion of the tenants in the courts, there contesting the claims he had advised

them to set up. Finally, he is charged with deserting them and producing the ruin

of many of them after he had, in May, 1812, attained his object of a seat in the

Senate through their votes and influence. This may be true in whole or in part,
or it may not.

On this subject, the Northern Whig and the Hudson papers of that day throw
much light

—and I will more fully discuss it in another publication. One extract

from the Northern Whig, copied also into the New York Herald, and the Evening
Post of Oct. 21, 1812, may suliice here. Judge Van Ness presided at the Circuit
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Court in Columbia county that month
;
the District Attorney ( Caniine) ,

teas absent :

50 or 60 persons were ejected from their farms for refusing to pay rent
;
the

sheriff's posse was ordered out
; Charles Truesdale w^as shot

;
D. Wilkinson w'as

sent four years to jail for shooting him
;
John Reynolds, a magistrate, was heavily

fined, and also imprisoned ;
and anti-rentism very severely punished.

Thomas P. Grosvenor appeared for the State as prosecutor. He had been

turned out by the Council of'Appointment, and Moses I. Cantine, Van Buren's

brother-in-law, appointed as the district attorney for Columbia, Greene, and Rens-

selaer counties, in Feb. 1811. Moses was looking for a seat in the Senate, needed

popularity, got the seat, and a poor instrument for bankcraft he made. Van Buren

then transferred him to the Argus.
Mr. Van Buren, like Cantine, was absent at the trying moment when his clients

most needed his aid—and of this we copy verbatim what we find in the Hudson

Whig and the N. Y. Post, as follows :

"
It is the general received opinion, and has ever been our own firm belief, that these people have been

operated upon by others, whose situation in life, and whose duly to society, had demanded of them a very
different line of conduct from what we believe to have been pursued. That this opposition in the Manor
has originated in politics, it is our fullest belief; and that they consider certain leaders of the democratic

party in this city as their patrons in this business, would appear manifest from a conversation that took

place during the sitting of the court
;
but in order to relate which, we must first state another fact, to wit-

that Mr. Van Buren. the Counsel for the Manor prisoners (and Senator elect from this district) when these

trials came on, was taken very suddenly ill and did not come into court again until they were all over.—
The morning on which Mr. Van Buren was taken ill, Mr. Jeremiah Shaver, the brother of John I. Shaver,

on being informed of it, said in the |)resence of five or six persons, that he told his brother months ago,
that this would be the case, lehin it catm to the pinch, that that devil of devils teould abandon them.

On being inquired of who he meant by that devil of devils, he replied, irhi/, thatfelloic Van Buren. We
mention this, not to insult Mr. Van Buren, or to accuse him if he is not guilty ;

but if the Manor people
consider him as their patron in this business, and he really is such— it is proper that the public should

have a right impression upon the subject.
There were twenty six persons indicted at this court for neglecting to go out upon the posse into the

Manor after being sunmioned for that purpose, who were fined from 15 to 25 dollars each. There were also

50 or 60 persons ejected at this court from their farms upon the Manor, for refusing to pay their rents."

Report assigns to Mr. Van Buren the authorship of so much of Silas Wright's
mammoth message as relates to the anti-renters. If so, let this chapter, and the

recent trials at Hudson, be taken in the same connection.*

CHAPTER XXX.

Bishop and Kemble's stock-jobbing. L. Hoyt's efforts to stay the Harlaem bill.

Bartow absconds. John W. Edmonds. Ripening a combination. Gambling

Judges. Joseph D. Beers on ' Stock transactions.'' Lovett the Teller—how lie

closed his career. Charles L. Livingston, a gentle judge.

A course of life, not very unlike that of Jesse Hoyt and John Van Buren's, sent

John C. Kemble, a Senator of N. Y. to an early grave, two years ago, in the in-

sane hospital.
" He grew up," says Noah,

" a protege of Governor Marcy," and

while Senator was also editor and ow-ner of the Troy Budget, formerly conducted

by Mr. Marcy. He took his seat in the Senate in Jan. 1834, and in a speech on

the Harlaem railroad, the year following, said that it was begotten of a Jew, born

of a Jew, owned by Jews, &c. Noah replied by charging him with offering to sell

himself to the U. S. Bank, and of being bought with his seat in the Senate by Van
Buren's friends. This Kemble denied. " Does any man in his senses," said

Noah,
"
suppose that Kemble and Mack [a hungry, plunder loving tool] could be

elected Senators without an order from the Albany junto?
"

Mr. Kemble, and Isaac W. Bishop, another State Senator—both of them de-

voted followers of Mr. Van Buren—were charged in March, 1836, with fraudulent

*I had written thus far, when I met with the N. Y. Evening Post of Sept. 6, 1845. stating that the trial

of Dr. Boughlon, alios big-thunder, an anti-renter, was proceeding before Judge J. W. Edmonds at Hudson—
A. L. Jordun for the defmce—John V. Buren, Attorney-Gen'l, for the people

—when, in the morning, in open

court, a dispute arose between these lawyers, Jordan called V. Buren a liar, V. Buren struck him, both rose

and fought with their fists, the judge ordered the sheriff to arrest them, adjourned the court and trial 24

hours, and sent the two lawyers for that period to the common jail. The Tribune's correspondent, who

heard 'the whole, says that in a dispute about the manner of examining a juror, ISlr. V. B. said 'one at a

time.' Mr. Jordan replied,
' there is but one !

' Mr. V. B. (excited and positive)
'

that's false.' To this

Mr. Jordan answered,
' that is a lie,' or some such word. Judge Edmonds admitted that he also had thus

heard it, and the reader of Mr. V. B's 18 letters will not doubt it.
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stock speculations, and being concerned with one Bartow, a cashier in an Albany
bank, who had plundered it and absconded. It was said that while a bill was in

progress, in 1835, for extending the time to complete the Harlaem railroad, these

two Senators resolved to delay its passage until they could buy some of the stock

at a reduced rate. Their votes did that, and they went to New York and pur-
chased—then they let the bill pass. How far Jesse Hoyt and his brother Lorenzo
were interested, if at all, in this move, I know not, but Bishop told the Senate,

(Feb. 29, 1836) that he had had no understanding with any body, either to hurry
or hinder the bill,

"
except that Lorenzo Hoyt, an intimate friend of his, spoke to

him ' when the bill was ready
'

for its final passage, and earnestly desired it to be

delayed,^'' and that one Hitchcock had said to him that he (H.) was employed to

oppose it.

Lovett, the Bank Teller, testified in Senate, that Cashier Bartow, before the

passage of the bill had told him that he had an understanding with Senators Bishop
and Kemble, that they would raise such objections to the bill as would blind the

eyes of the New Yorkers as to its passage, until they had got things to suit them-

selves, and then the bill would pass. The Senate published Bishop and Kemble's

eight letters to Bartow, and they much resemble the style of Attorney General
Van Buren's eighteen gambling epistles. Bishop speaks of " the result of the

Utica stock which Hoyt was to deliver," but whether for himself or Van Buren is

not stated. John W. Edmonds, then a Senator, and whom Silas Wright has just
made a judge of, was also concerned. Bishop writes Bartow, from New York,
May, 25, 1835,

"
if we have been sucked, I extremely regret it was not to a much

greater extent We have about $20,000 of Berkshire. ED-
MONDS, yourself and me you need not fear that we are sucked."
Three weeks before that, the directors of the Commercial Bank, Albany, state, that

Mr. Edmonds, though he had no funds in the bank to meet it, drew a check on
them for $5000, in favor of his brother. Cashier Edmonds, which the latter made

payable to Olcott of the Mechanics and Farmers. On the 9th of May, upon Bartow,
the absconding officer's request, the $5000 were paid by the teller of the Commer-
cial, though Edmonds had never had any account there. On the 9th, Bartow en-

dorsed on Edmonds's check, that $ 1000 had been received by him from E. on it,

and Edmonds explained the matter to the bank by a long story about stocks and

scrips, in which he was probably correct. Bishop and Kemble appear to have

agreed that Bartow should lend them the funds of the bank secretly to speculate

on, for the benefit of the three, just as Hoyt and Swartwout speculated on the

funds of the Custom House. Kemble writes Bartow, "Olcott and Porter are

here, dipping into the Utica." Bishop writes,
" Harlaem ... is a damned

bubble." " Seton is ferocious, and says, by G—d he will never do ' a clever

thing,' again for such heartless scoundrels." And, Oct. 6, Kemble tells Bartow,
to

" have all our stock on hand, so that we can sell it if we think proper, or oth-

erwise RIPEN A COMBINATION." And this man was then Dipa Senator of

N. Y. ! ! ! In May and June, Kemble and Bishop's checks were paid by cashier

Bartow, who, on the 28th of Sept. made a false credit on the bank books, of a pre-
tended deposite of cash in the Bank of America.
The " combination " of the senators and others to raise the prices of the Harlaem

stock, is correctly described in the Senate's Committee's Report, April 26, 1836,
as " a secret and artful conspiracy to cheat." In this case it raised the stock to

$ 195 per share—and when it failed, down went the stock below $80—the result

may be inferred.

In the N. Y. Circuit Court, on Jacob Barker's trial, N. Y. Evening Post, July
6, 1827, Barker askes Joseph D. Beers, another of the fraternity of stock-jobbers
with whom Wetmore, Hoyt, and "the party" have been long intimately con-

nected—
" Did you ever sell stock on contract, and sell it without owning it ? Yes, frequently. To what amount ?

Not very large at anyone time. Do others do it? Yes. Is it a common practice among Brokers and
Stock-dealers ? It is. Sometimes to large amounts ? Say three or four hundred thousand dollars ? Yes.
Whether the amount be large or small, is it like other business, only the difference between a wholesale
and retail dealer ? That is all. Are not such contracts entirely regulated by the prospect of profit? I

make no other calculation, than whether or not lean fulfill to advantage. Is it not very common to settle

such contracts by paying or receiving the difference without ihers being any stock received or delivered ?

It is very common to settle in that way."
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Seth Staples immediately said, and said truly
—' '

I think it a villainous trans-

action." We perceive one of its results in the Harlaem stock combination. Fraud
caused the ruin of thousands—and Senators, the protectors of innocence, were fore-

most to prey on the unwary ! I do not see Edmonds's name in the testimony on
the combination—but was he not the confederate of three of the chief conspirators,

engaged with them heavily in stock-jobbing ? Are not the $5,000 check and the

$20,000 Berkshire, curious transactions, all things considered—and of a man, too,
of whom Mrs. Butler had said—" So far as pauperism is a qualification and recom-

mendation to the favor of a party, surely you will give in to
"
ID= John W. Ed-

monds, who when she wrote was Van Buren's decided leader in the Senate ofNew
York.

Mr. Alexander H. Lovett, the Teller of the Commercial Bank, did not run away
with Bartow. He gave evidence, March 3, 1836, in Senate, that he paid Bartow's

checks on the bank, knowing he had no funds, and falsely reported Bishop &
Kemble's checks " AS THE BILLS OF OTHER BANKS," from April 1835

until September.
I do not wonder that the Long Island clerk put $50,000 of the Brooklyn Bank

money in his breeches pocket. When he found that Lovett was retained by the

Albany Commercial, what might he not expect to succeed in ! The Directors

kept Lovett, and in a late Albany Evening Journal, we hear of his confession to

Bartow's successor that when these villainies of 1835 were transacted he had

robbed the bank of $4000, and that he had kept on, cheating the ill-managed con-

cern, till his robberies had got up to $40,000 ;
and had forged daily statements in

the Teller's books, speculated largely in the lottery, and was now ready to shoot

himself, &c. Of course, he was held to bail, and being of the Hoyt, Swartwout,

Price, &c., class, it is presumed (as Butler said of Fauntleroy) that New York

justice will not reach him. His connections are too respectable to allow him to be

treated like common vulgar persons. When he saw Charles L. Livingston, Hoyt's

particular friend, and one of Swartwout"s bail, willing to sit with Isaac W. Bishop
in Senate—willing to own that corrupt senators may be sent back to receive the

judgment of their electors—willing to vote that Bishop
" had been guilty of moral

and official misconduct "—and unwilling to vote that he "is unworthy of a seat in

this body, and is hereby expelled," who can wonder at his subsequent career?

Kemble, like Jasper Ward, decently withdrew from the cares of legislation, but

Senator Livingston thought that Bishop, though
"

guilty of moral and official mis-

conduct," was a good enough judge in the courts of impeachments and errors, and in

Senate, where judges are made and disallowed.

If the history of our Bank legislation in 1805, with its blows, knock-downs,
wholesale bribery, and foul atrocity, could be placed on the table of every man and

woman in our State, it would be seen at a glance that the Chemical Bank, Lom-
bard Co., Bishop and Kemble, Hoyt and other transactions of our day, are but

clumsy repetitions of the stock-jobbing commencements forty years since. If I

can but aid in rousing the manly virtue of the millions to insist on a real remedy, I

will not have lived in vain.

Livingston and his friends
'

resolved to stand by their colleague. Bishop, and

Young and Van Schaick resigned, with a wish that they had had the power to

mark the face of each member of the majority of that day, pro bono publico.

It was probably as much owing to Bennett and Noah, especially the former,

through an article written by himself,
in Sept. 1835, that attention was drawn to

this affair. Bennett and Noah had quarreled with Van Buren and his followers,

their natural associates, and having made them feel their influence were received

back into the Kinderkook jMngZe, where we may as well leave them.

The Commercial Bank lost $ 122,015 by Bartow's frauds ; besides $ 17,380 on

false credits allowed Edmonds and others, which the directors expected to collect

"
by legal enforcement or otherwise."
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CHAPTER XXXI.

Custom House Builders. Watson E. Laivrence, Politics and Cement. Walter

Bowne and the 1th Ward Bank. Bowne's Salary as Commissioner. $872,500

of Custom House Deposites. Van Buren Cement. Bowne and Morgan on N. Y.

Banking.

His name enrolled with the other worthies of the Van Buren school, we will

find, at the State Conventions, held somewhere beyond Little Falls, Mr. Watson
E. Lawrence. Mr. Lawrence dealt in cement, but the cement which kept him,
like Cornelius W., straight in the democratic path, was probably of a more adhe-

sive character than that with which he supplied the Custom House of N. Y.,
a structure which cost $ 1,200,000, including the price of the ground on which
it was built. Although Watson E. was not the lowest bidder among the burners

of water lime he was (as Quackenboss would say)
" with us in politics."

"
Gentlemen," said Thomas T. Woodruff, the builder, to the Commissioners, a

man in whose skill they declare to the Secretary of the Treasury they have the

fullest confidence—"
Gentlemen," said he, Nov. 4, 1834,

" The cement now using
at the Custom House is a very poor article, and not fit to be used. I have made

experiments with at least ten different bags
—some better than others, but NONE

of it is fit for use."
The Commissioners, Walter Bowne, Elisha Tibbets, and Daniel Jackson, knew

more about cement than Woodruff. Him they removed, but stuck fast to Lawrence,
who was paid $20,000, nearly, for his cement, with some profit, let us hope, to

himself and family.
In the Legislature of N. Y., Assembly, Jan. 14, 1837, among the petitions

presented was one from Watson E. Lawrence, Daniel Jackson, and others, for a
charter to the Washington Bank, to be located in New York, The Contractor and
Commissioner must have had money to lend.

On the 4th of July, 1837, Lawrence was a leading signer of the letter sent by the

Conservatives to Senator Tallmadge. In August he was Chairman of the Corres-

ponding Committee of that party in New York, and in pursuance of instructions

from John L. Graham and George D. Strong wrote to Allen of the Madisonian for

his principles. "Conservative" was the answer, on which Watson E. and his

friends warmly recommended the Madisonian to all good conservatives.

Time works wonders. Watson E. began to see that power having passed to M.
Van Buren, Jesse Hoyt & Co., they had veered round for the present to the hard

money, anti-monopoly, loco foco side. Accordingly on the 26th Sept., at a 15th

ward meeting to choose delegates, &c., at which Watson E. was one chosen, Jesse

Hoyt being president, Barnabas Bates [Custom House,] and E. G. Sweet [Custom
House,] passed resolutions, approving of " The Message

"
in toto, and resolving" that the monopoly conservatives cannot delude nor deceive the democracy of this

ward "—that Bank and State must be disunited—that the vast emissions of paper
by state chartered banks had done mischief—and that hard dollars must be paid for

revenue.

Mr. Watson E. Lawrence is a fair specimen of Van Burenism. Like O'Gimlet's

finger post, he is ready to be turned round any way, [provided he can continue
contractor for Custom House cement.]

Walter Bowne, says Coleman of the Evening Post, was originally a federalist,
but afterwards a director of the Manhattan Co. He was on the Grand Jury, in

1805, when it thwarted the corrupt legislature of that year, and would not find a

bill against Cheetham for libel in exposing the bank bribery to which Senate and

Assembly had succumbed. In 1816 he was elected to the Senate of New York,
where he unfortunately fell into the toils of Van Buren and Butler, and joined the

Regency. The Post says he was dressed in a suit of green, and looked as if he
would speak, but didn't.

He looks so wise, so grave, so wondrous grim,
His very shadow seeftis afraid of him.

After the Chemical Bank knavery had been exposed he voted to preserve the

charter, and when Clinton's wisdom and patriotism had almost completed the Erie
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Canal, Bowne voted to expel him from the Canal Board. He fathered Butler's re-

port against nominations by the people, and was one of 17 Senators wlio prevented
the election of president going to the people, in 1824. Of course he was for Craw-
ford, and Anti-Jackson, though when the latter got power, no meaner prayer
reached him for a share of the public plunder in the shape of deposites, than that
signed, 16 Dec. 1833, by Walter Bowne, president 7th Ward Bank, and by W.
S. Coe, Henry Ogden, J. A. Whiting, G. Hopkins, &c., directors. "

We, &c.,
friends of the administration, and of the revered chief at the head of the government,
do solicit a portion of the fiscal patronage of the U. S. Treasury, for the 7th Ward
Bank." They got it, too.

The 7th Ward Bank got a legislative charter in 1832, Walter Bowne, President
—and when the new Custom House was to be built, Congress voted money, pro-
vided for commissioners, but prescribed not the duties. Walter Bowne was made
a commissioner, and disbursing agent. Van Buren's influence secured to his bank
the job of receiving from the treasury and paying out in its notes the money for the
Custom House. From Feb. 1834 to Dec. 1840^^ $872,500 passed through the 7th
Ward Bank—and besides the compensation to Ringgold, Jackson, Tibbets, and
the other commissioners, Bowne had $8 per day, Sundays and week days, winter
and summer—in all, from $ 16,000 to $20,000 were paid him by government for
his occasional attendance, at the erection of this heavy, clumsy, inconvenient job.' Paid him' did I say ? That's wrong. He took it. Walter Bowne, as Com'r,
waiting for no other Com'rs to sit on his individual bills, for form's sake, if not
for decency, audited them himself, receipted his own bills, handed his voucher to
himself, approved of it, and gave himself, as Com'r, a check on his mm bank, where
the cash lay, which his clerk entered at the Custom House, and his teller (R. S.
Bowne—all in one family) paid at the bank. Friend Woodbury took care that the
bank should, like Sam and "

Jessika," be well provided with " the fiscal patron-
age" it had so greedily craved. In Dec. 1834, it had $26,000 of a balance on
hand— $120,000 in Jan. 1836—in July $90,000—and on 3d Sept. over $120,-
000. Of course, a job was intended, for, of $70,000 drawn from the treasury in
Feb. 1834, $26,000 remained in Dec, and $ 11,000 next year in March ! When
$30,000 lay in bank, Sept. 3, 1836, $ 100,000 more were drawn for by Walter
and deposited—and of this, $50,000 to $60,000 were on hand, or lent to specula-
tors with whom there was the right understanding, till July 1837. When this
wretched concern refused to pay specie for its bills or other debts in May 1837, it

had of Custom House building cash, $60,000, and got $50,000 more in July
thereafter! Corrupt, greedy, dishonestly ambitious men stuck to Van Buren, be-
cause they saw, that, let public prosperity sink or swim, he would see that his

legion of followers had a surfeit of public plunder. Don't suppose that on these de-
posites a cent of interest was paid.*

In Nov. 1834, Geo. D. Strong wrote the Com'rs, desiring that a part of the
Custom House building money might be left for safe keeping at his bank, the
Commercial. Bowne knew better. Not one dollar !

* The reader may think, perhaps, that I have spoken with too little respect of such a venerable and honor-
ed citizen as Blr. Bowne—but is it so ? Thank heaven, I am free of the suspicion of malice, for in no form
had I at any ume any dealings with him. Let the above sketch be considered, however, and then add the
fact that the Tammany Hall annual address, previous to the Nov. elections of 1833, Messrs. Bowne and
Jc)hn I. Morgan lent such sentiments as are quoted below, the sanction of their names and presence as Vice
msidents at the meeting which adopted them, Wm. M. Price being chief speaker (previous to his Gallic
Hegira and abdication )"

^^e
consider privileged fraud and privileged credit as synonymous terms expressing one identical evil. .

. . . Ihe Bank has committed a privileged fraud in exacting interest upon its own debt.=, and in thus render-
ing the creditor a debtor That the 929 banking companies should be content with this ubiriuitous,
boundless, absolute, and irresponsible power of fraud, without combining to usurp the legislative and execu-
tive powers of the general government, would seem to be but a reasonable request By securing tlie
payment and disbursement of the national revenue in the republican coin, we keep a still greater amount of
the true standard of value in the country, and thus better enable those fraudulent institutions, the banks to
redeem their promises than they could if let to the selfdestructiveness of their own operations

"
Mr. Bowne presided where it was in plain terms resolved, that his 7th Vizard Bank was a "

dangerous and
fraudulent concern—its notes a cheat—and the banks of the Union, as conducted by such as he. swindling
institutions. He approved of the whole, and sent it forth in the Post with his name attached. Where was
his selfrespect m this? WTiat did he not admit to his own shame? If the above assertions were true
why was Peter Robinson hung, and the killing of Suydam, the bank president, adjudged murder? If

organized banking is a conspiracy against American liberty and property, and Blr. Bowne says it is so,what was the use of the trials of Barker, Hyatt and the Lamberts in 1826-7 ? They were but parta of a sys-
tem, and yet made scape goats.
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Custom House minutes, Building Com'rs office, Aug-. 6, 1838.—" Present Wal-
ter Bowne, Esq.

—Ordered [by Bowne] that the following checks be drawn [on

Bowne'sbank,] viz : For Walter Bowne [that's me, too !] Services from 1st of Jan.

to 1st Aug. $1696. And "Services," 1 Mar. '35 to 15 Ap'l. '37, 666 days, at

$8, $5328. Dec. 15, 1840. "
Services," 441 days, at $ 8— $3528. Dehght-

ful simplicity I What did they give him as bank president 1 How much stock

did he get to make 15 per ct. out of at commencement? What sum was he to

draw out of the funds to share with, or did he share? Upright, consistent, demo-
cratic Walter Bowne !

Walter was nephew to Robert Bowne, who kept his store in Queen street. New
York, nearly 60 years ago. His family v/ere Quakers—he is, therefore, it is pre-

sumed, a Hickory Quaker, like C. W. Lawrence. In 1828 he was appointed

Mayor of New York, and held the office five years. His daughter is the wife of

John W. Lawrence of Flushing, and his son Nathan is reported to be very rich.

Mr. Bowne is not too generous. It required two thirds of the Senate of N. Y.
in Feb. 1824, to pass a bill, to give public relief to many deserving persons whose

property was burnt and destroyed last war—and the Assembly had passed such a

bill. Twenty-two Senators said Yea when it came to them—Walter Bowne and
two others,

"
Nay."

Walter was a delegate to the bucktail convention at Herkimer, in 1828, which
nominated Van Baren as Governor. I wish the people would look as steadily to

the great interests of the many as this old man does to the worldly gains of " Mr.
Walter Bowne."

CHAPTER XXXH.

Revenue i-eturns at N. Y. Hoyfs Embezzlements. Daring attempt to defraud the

U. S. out of $63,000. Ogden and Phillips''s concealment of Swartwout^ s conduct.

Millions of defalcations not yet looked into. Why should ive seek to trace them?
The Natal office, by Coe and Throop, a lose deception. Fleming''s evidence.

After all the attention which, with the information before me, I could give the

question, I have come to the conclusion that there are powerful reasons for further

enquiry whether Mr. Hoyt's embezzlement of the public revenue has been limited to

$220,000, and upward; whether he, at same time receiving an income of over

$40,000 a year from his office, did not connive at yet greater errors ?

Jesse Hoyt collected in 1839, from $47,113,697 worth of goods subject to vari-

ous rates of duty, $14,642,408. In 1840, he only collected $6,990,643 on

$ of dutiable imports, which shows a falling off in duties at New
York alone, of $7,651,765, or far more than oae half the amount received the year
before. My opinion, after much consideration given to the subject, and for more
reasons than I shall state here, is, that this is a false statement of the real revenue
of 1840, and perhaps, in a lesser degree, of 1839. The No. of entries in Sept.

1840, was 3,930—in 1839 they were 3,753.
In 1827, the importations at N. Y. were, value, $41,441,000. In 1839,

$97,078,000. In 1840, $56,846,000.
Mr. Swartwout's cashier, was Mr. Henry Ogden, a shrewd, cunning, good-

humored, active, business man, the brother of a late Attorney General of Canada—
his assistant was Noah's famous protege, Joshua Phillips. Between them

$600,000 received for bonds, remain unaccounted for at Washington—no one

there knows that it was paid at New York—the cashiers at New York got the

money, but what next became of if? Mr. Swartwouf was a keen, sharp, crafty

politician
—matched Van Buren in his influence with Jackson, and was both scholar

and accountant. Was he, too, ignorant as to this $600,000, and these defective

returns? I doubt it.

Let us look back at Mr. Hoyt.
After three years, or thereabouts, of office, he was about to leave it, and as he

well knew, a heavy defaulter. His previous career, was from early insolvency to

recent stockjobbing, baseless speculation, unprincipled politics, and great personal

17
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embarrassment—his companions were men of his brother's and Mr. Butler's conve-

nient morals—and the whigs coming into power.
The merchant pays the duties on his goods to the Cashier, who keeps an entry or

account of them—before that, a duplicate of that entry must have been lodged with

the Is aval Officer as a check upon the Collector's returns of monies received for

government.
Between January 6th, and February 8th, 1841, hundreds of thousands of dollars

were paid in duties to Mr. Tallman J. Waters. He entered each sum in his book—accounted daily (as he says) to Mr. Hoyt for the money—laid each entry in his

drawer, to be filed with the others belonging to each ship
—and between these days

some twenty or thirty of these entries were stolen—one this day, perhaps two the

next, so as to avoid suspicion
—the lowest entry stolen, showed duties paid $732—

the highest $5,957. In all, vouchers for $63,039 were taken in 33 days
—Mr.

Hoyt had received the money paid on these entries—and had it not been that when
the quarterly accounts went to Washington, a Whig Secretary,

" a new broom,"
looked sharper into the return, as made up from the impost book, than easy Mr.

Woodbury might have done—for the thief who stole the vouchers from the cashier's

office, proceeded regularly to the Naval Office, day by day, and carried off the du-

phcates
—Jesse would have been $63,039 richer by the "operation." But his

weekly accounts, and quarterly return, as made by himself and clerks, differed
—an

enquiry was set on foot, and the attempt to rob the treasury of these $63,000, was
at length discovered. Had it succeeded it icould have benefited no one but Hoyt—he

would have cleared $63,039, for he had the cash, and not a cent of it had been

charged to him on the books of the government. It was a case, the very counter-

part of the $609,525 received on bonds, except that in it the lazy financiers at

Washington might have detected the rascals by comparing the bonds payable with

the monies sent for bonds paid, and on seeing what bonds were long past due and

unpaid, and the names of the merchants apparently delinquent, further enquiry
would have made all clear. But Mr. Woodbury would not see—nor would Wolf
the Comptroller

—nor the Solicitor of the Treasury
—nor worthy Mr. Ogden the

Cashier—nor Phillips his immaculate deputy
—and the Auditor did not see it. So

we have checks on error and fraud, multiplied and dovetailed, overpaid and useless.

To cap the climax, Mr. Swartwout makes oath that he never got the money—
Phillips, with like piety, swears that Swartwout did get it. One thing is clear, it

did not go into the United States Treasury, to be borrowed by Van Buren, Wright,
and Butler, as the American Land Company, and used to buy Western lands at

government prices, which the people might have had afterwards at 500 per cent,

profit on the outlay !

The evidences in document No. 212, H. of R., 2d Sess. 27th Congress, show

very conclusively that the merchants' bonds were paid at the Cashier's office—and

neither could he (Ogden) nor his assistant show any receipts for the repayment to

Svi-artwout. Now, if $609,525 of money received on bonds could disappear from

the cashier's office, is it Ukely that the cash received on entries of dutiable goods
would not also disappear, by the hundred thousand dollars, or the million^

Look at Fleming's evidence before the Commissioners. He admits that his

office (the auditor's) could be no check, unless the entry was placed on file, when

paid to the cashier—and as to the Naval Office, (kept by Coe, Throop, &c.) it

was a base fraud on community, as managed—keeping up a battalion of fat, well

fed clerks, who were a pretended check on the collector—but no real check. The
law regulating the Naval Office is excellent, but, like every thing else, it is per-
verted by a pack of rascals, who if they don't get the penitentiary here, will be

sure of it hereafter.

That the Naval Office should check frauds and errors, says the N. Y. Evening
Post, is undoubtedly true, but heretofore the business has been so managed [by

Throop, Coe, Hoyt, Swartwout & Co.] "as to render this department wholly

* In Gov'r Van Buren's letter to J. Hoyt, Feb. 8, 1829, (p. 45,) he admits that a doctor 'saved us at the

Herkimer Convention' by getting Enos T. Throop, an attorney, of Cayuga, nominated as Lt. Gov'r, and

ousting Col. Pitcher, a worthy, upright, independent farmer, whom Root had proposed, and who had voted

in Congress, in 1816, for the United States Bank Charter, and been appointed by the Regency a circuit

judge in 1823. On the 12th of March, 1829, Mr. Van Buren abdicated, and Throop became (de facto)

Governor of N. Y. State. In his message, Mr. V. B. said,
" If ample talents, and a sound discriminating

judgment
—if integrity and singleness of"purpose, and truly republican principles, furnish any just grounds

for expecting a safe administration of the government, that expectation, I am persuaded, may, in the pre-

sent instance, be fuUy indulged." Throop pretended to desire the punishment of the men who made away
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dependent on the other." "
It was the practice of the Naval Office, previous to

the appointment of Mr. Towle, to certify all the accounts of the Collector, even

before they had received the signature of that officer himself. This was neither a

counter-signature, as it was intended to be, nor a check upon any errors in the

accounts, although it passed with others as a voucher of their correctness." " In

the case of permits for the unlading and delivery of goods, it was likewise the

practice to sign them in the Naval Office previous to the signature of the Collector,
and then it was done without any actual knowledge whether the duties had been

paid or secured to be paid In a similar manner the business has

been done with regard to drawbacks or debentures."

Now it was honorable in the Evening Post to expose this most infamous conduct
of its political friends—but why did it delay the exposure till Mr. Tyler's commis-
sion had been printed? Was there no fit time, from 1829, till Mr. Curtis, a politi-

cal opponent, was in office in 18441 Look at the Naval Officer's oath, and say
whether the Naval Officer's check only became necessary when Towle, the nominee
of the retail rum-shop called Tammany Hall, was placed alongside of the whig, E.
Curtis ? The salaries of the Naval Officer and his aids, and their other expenses,

fees, &c., amount to more than $60,000 a year. Has the whole concern only
been a blind to enable knaves to plunder with more impunity from 1829 to 1841 ?

If not—what else was it ? The law of Congress of 1799 is good ;
and by the

Comptroller's circular of 1831 the Naval Officer is required to keep corresponding
accounts with the Collector, to enable him, from his own books, to certify to the

accuracy of the Collector's accounts. What avail good laws while bad men con-

spire to render them unavailing for the general welfare ?

The manner of Fleming, the Auditor's evidence in 1841, implies a seeming
doubt of the accuracy of the books of these Custom House Cashiers—and with
reason. Waters might be honest, but what can be said for his assistant, Bleecker?

If Waters was absent did not Bleecker do the business? He, the informer-general
to Hoyt ; the standing witness, at N. Y., Boston, Baltimore, and Philadelphia;
who did not tell Swartwout of the villainy he professes to have known, because
" he had no confidence in him!" Bleecker's own statement, pages 36 and 37 of

Hoyt's
"
Letters," show him to have been long acquainted with wholesale knavery

by importers
—

yet he neither informed the treasury, the district attorney, the col-

lector, nor the naval officer, but loaited till Hoyt appeared, and then volunteered as

informer-general
—

prosecuted Hoyt for his share of the plunder, was then dismissed,
and relinquished the spoils, out of " the Yorkshiremen," to recover them as Hoyt's
second cashier !

Is there not the strongest reason for believing that entries were made, the money
paid, and the entries cancelled, by some of the worthies described in this chapter,
to the amount of millions, between 1829 and 1841 ? Look at the above facts—at

the characters of the men—at their opinions of one another—at the ease with
which 1000 entries out of 20,000 made in a year could have been put on the

fire—and at the confusion and shameful disorder in which the records of the Cus-
tom House were purposely kept

—the important papers that were and continue to

be missing
—and doubt, if you can, that millions on millions of dollars paid by the

merchants have been in this way embezzled! If $63,039 were very adroitly
cancelled as credits in 33 days of the last quarter of Hoyt's incumbency, and the

theft only discovered through the change of officers at Washington, who can sup-

pose that that was the only theft in the previous twelve years, under the indulgent

supervision of Woodbury, Wolf, &c. ? It is true, Mr. Duane was the man to

put down such practices, had they existed in 1833—but he was got rid of—and

with Morgan, but in liis acts he protected tliein. Though a niei-e tool in Van Buren's hands, and that

too one of the meanest, the Safety Fund system and the Regency carried him into George Clinton's seat

as Governor. I think he was next appointed to an office in the State Prison at Auburn, then to the Naval
Office at New York, where he shamefully neglected his duty, and lastly, sent by Van Buren to Naples,
as minister. This is one of those expensive follies which glitter in the eyes of corrupt tools of power,
and make them the more eager to prostitute their talents in a dishonest cause. Throop was a regular

stock-jobber—got $10,000 in Cayuga Bank stock and Si 6,000 in Phcenix, yielding nearly ©4,000' profit at

Marcy's estimate, beside other stocks. George B. Throop had other $10,000 of the Cayuga Bank stock,
and Nath'l Garrow, the U. S. Marshal, $10,000. George and Nath'l were Com'rs to distribute it, and they

gave their brother-in-law, the Reg'r in Chancery, .$10,000. Montgomery Hunt, whose daughter one of them
had married, $10,000, and their friend S. Beardsley $10,000, and I understand not a penny was paid on this

stock ! They managed the job so as to control the bank, George B. Throop became cashier, and the direc-

tors borrowed out much more than they had paid in.
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even Jonathan Thompson, a Tammany Hall democrat, removed, he not fallmg into
" the line of safe precedents" as a public pickpocket, alias defaulter.

It may be asked—Could additional embezzlements be discovered now?* I reply
—'

Cui bono ? There is no way to punish wholesale rogues in this country. And even
if you were to recover millions, they would be squandered on army and navy
officers who have nobody to fight with, distributed by Vice President Dallas among
needy senators, to pay the expense of journeys they never went, deposited in banks
as a speculation fund for their directors, to 'trap merchants with, or wasted on some
Indian warfare to be got up in Texas, to yield patronage to the executive. Who
can have forgotten the splendid bequest of Mr. Smithson, an Englishman, in aid of
Education in America? The $500,000 arrived at Washington. What became of
it ? A bankrupt corporation in Arkansas, called the Real Estate Bank, sold Arkan-
sas State Bonds to Levi Woodbury for the $500,000. Senator Sevier and Gen'l
Williamson were the Commissioners for the Bank—they charged $14,000 each
for expenses and services—paid $ 5000 to a broker at Washington to do the busi-

ness, and lent $8500 to persons in New York : These greedy leeches were
instruments of Van Buren—but if Smithson had known the characters he was
trusting, I guess he would have put one clause more in his will. His gold was
sadly reduced before it reached the Real Estate Bank—and when a legislative
committee examined the bank vaults, only $ 15,000 were found in specie. The
debts due it were base and worthless ! Listen to the Globe !

HIP" The millions lavished on Gales and Seaton for useless printing and docu-

mentary lumber to keep up their polluted and polluting concern, and to make good
the terms of the coalition with the conservatives in furnishing support for their

double-faced journal
—the half miUion required to complete the distribution job of

Clarke and Force—the annual half million w^asted on out of the way light-housesy

cheating the mariner like so many will-o-the-wisps along coasts^—the millions sunk in

throwing stones in rivers and removing sand or mud from hopeless harbors, making
holes, to be filled up again by the action of the tide, and the natural currents—ali

these, and hundreds of other sources of wasteful and useless expenditures, we
traced" to Martin Van Buren, it might have added. What said Mr. Van Buren's
oath 1 That he would be faithful to the Constitution—and what does in enjoin T

Speaking of bills, no matter for what purpose
—it says, of every bill,

" If he ap-
prove he shall sign it." Did he then approve, as his signature attests? Undoubt-

* I think, however, that much information could be had as to other embezzlements if the bad men who
have profited by them were ousted. When a ship arrives from abroad she produces a manifest, or detailed
statement of her cargo. The Inspector's return shews what part went to the owners, and what to the public
store, for examination, or storage. The Surveyor's assistant compares this return with the receipts and

permits. It is also compared with the entries and manifest—and as the manifest itself might be compared
with the cockets. in the cai:e of British vessels, there could be no knavery, unless knaves sat on honest
men's stools. Why should a deputy collector sign an entry without making a minute of it in a check
book ? Why should a Naval Officer make no immediate record 1 Why should it rest on the honor of »
Phillips or a Bleecker, or the fancy of some gambler in the Collector's chair, whether wholesale fraud or

honesty shall prevail ! I impeach no one. I reason from the multitude of facts before me. One thing is*

clear, those who do not want the knavery of former years to see the light will find out iiothing. Mr. Lorenzu-

Hoyt's principle of injuring a friend, but never telling him, has its advocates, even in a Custom House.
I have expressed my belief that the $63 OOOof entries abstracted in 1841 are not the only ones. Look at

Ives's evidence in the U. S. Com'rs. report. He stales, Ilth Dec. 1841,
'•

I was in the habit of paying Mr.
Phillips, the former cashier, about S200 a year, and continued the same to Mr. Bleecker." He adds, that
B. owed his house 1.200 to $300 for goods, and money lent, but when he had charged these things to him
he did not e.xpect to get payment.

"
I was in the habit," Ives continues,

" of handing to Mr. Bleecker, as-

sistant cashier, checks without date for cash duties, instead of paying the money. These checks were lield

by Mr. Bleecker witliout the knowledge of Mr. Waters the cashier, sometimes ten or fifteen days. It was
understood between Mr. Bleecker and myself that the transactions in regard to the checks should not be ex-

posed to Mr. Waters." Waters speaks of Ives's checks, but there may have been many more ofthem than
he knew of—and if Bleecker could keep a $10,000 or 820,000 check, taken for duties, 10 or 15 days secretly,"

in a black box," either he must have withheld the report of Ives's entry from Waters, or there could have
been no daily settlements and paying over balances daily by the latter to Hoyt. From this and other means
of information I have concluded thai Waters was not always present taking money—and that much that was
wrong might have been done with a proper understanding of parties, unknown to him and injurious to the
revenue.

In Auditor Fleming's evidence about the missing entries of Jan. 1841, ^he, (much astonished, of course)'
declares they were the only documents he had known to be removed. His memory, had it reached as far

back as Gilpin and Barker's visit in 1838, would have told him ofbooks, papers, important records, missing,
not to be hcid—and the last quarterly return of Hoyt's predecessor, free from Hoyl's errors, for it was not
made out at all !

Mr. Waters swore that he accotmted to Hoyt daily as cashier, and paid him the cash balances. If so, the
cash account must have told Hoyt and his clerks when he sent his last quarterly return to Washington, that
It was a dishonest one, for Waters's book showed the 863,000 of missing entries, all entered and paid
to Hoyt by him. How was it with the weekly return to Washington '^ Will not legislators who hire knaves
find it difficult to eua«t laws to keep them straight ! !
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edly, for he was sworn to OBJECT and return every bill which in his judgment,
Was not for the people's interest. Did he do that! Never in one instance-—but
when upbraided for the wholesale venality, corruption and shameless profligacy of

his administration, he replied through his annual message-
—that it was not the

practice for presidents to object to bills for spending the people's moneVi on account
of their extravagance ! Will not this man's name stink in the nostrils of future

generations ! ! I believe it is a fact, that from '37 to '40, Van Buren's estimates, or

money asked for public uses, was $89,000,925. Congress voted $ 143,190,106, or

44 millions additional. By the virtue of his oath to object if he disapproved, he

signed
"
approved" at the foot of every bill—as it would be an unusual thing for a

president to check extravagance !

CHAPTER XXXm.

The Committee of Congress, 1839-—their report. Mr. Van Buren -publicly advisrd of

Hoyt and Coe^s misconduct. Horace Greeley''s prophecy. Mr. Bryant. The Post

justifies Hoyt. Official Incomes. Morris and the Post Office boxes. Hoyt pockets

$20,000 for a year {by mistake !.'.') Coe^s income. G. R. Ives. No fairness
shown to the merchants. Wasson, Shourt, and the "privileged carts.'' Were

Hoyt and the Government aware of Sioartwoufs speculations and embezzlements t

Phillips and Ogden. Comptroller Wolf The late EcJford $20,000 verdict.

H. A. Wise denounces Woodbury. Noah's puff. Defaulters and Speculators at

Columbus and Fort Wayne. HoyVs insolence. Cost and Character of the N. Y,

Custom House.

We have seen why Mr. Van Buren appointed Mr. Hoyt to the Custom House,
The report of the Committee of Congress, 1839, will show that he was well and

early informed of his illegal conduct, and mismanagement there—and the inference

is, that as he retained him, he approved of that conduct. Speaking of Hoyt and

Coe, the committee said, that their returns were incorrect, and not to be believed—
that Hoyt was guilty of an unlawful retention and use of the revenue—that Hoyt
would neither show them his own book of cash deposites in bank, nor permit the

banks he used to show them his accounts—that he carried on his law business with

his public business, and mixed his own funds, the public funds, and his legal clients'

funds all up together, thus creating confusion—that G. A. Worth had made known
that Hoyt had deposited the public money in banks forbidden to him by law as depos-
itories—and they quoted the Attorney General's condemnation of Hoyt's course.

The latter, v/ith $40,000 if not $60,000, of an annual income, had the assurance

to ask, when turned out, another $200,000 for keeping and taking care* of the

revenue (! !), although the Attorney General and Congress had reproved him for

withholding it from the Treasury, and Stephen Allen could not get it out of his

talons, for his Sub-Treasury.
Mr. Hoyt put into his own pocket, the difference of rent paid for the public

stores, and the sums received for storage. This item alone, netted him over

$11,000 a year, but the same dishonest and peculating course is no longer con-

tinued. The U. S. pay the storekeepers, clerks, workmen, inspectors, &c. there

employed. What a mockery it is to fix the value of one man's labors at $6,400^
when in reality those in the secret well know he is to get $40,000 to $50,000^

* I do not wish to class Mr. Bryant with such trading politicians as Hoyt. Wright, Butler, fee, [God
forbid !] but it ought to be known that he did not sanction the leader iu the Punt of March I, IStl, where
it says, that if a certain statement contained in the American "

is accurate, we do not see how Blr. Hoyt
could safely do otherwise than retain the money subject to the decision of the courts. He might better

relinquish his claim to it at once than to pay it over to the Department and petition Congress to direct it

to be refunded. No tribunal in the country, perhaps in the world, is more tardy, more uncertain, more
indifferent to the just expectations and rights of private suitors than the Congress of the United States."

"
BIr. Hoyt has been from an early period a warm and intimate friend of Mr. Van Buren, and it must

have cost the President an effort of more than his usual firmness to displace him."

Just two years before this, Horace Greeley, in his Weekly Whig of March 2, 1839, had recapitulated the

investigating committee's statement, adding—"In short, everything appears to be in train for another

explosion, whenever the collector shall deem it more profitable and safe to take steamship than to continue

in the Custom House." Is it possible that Mr. Van Buren could have persuaded rational beings thatHoyt'i
career was a separation of bank and state ? Too many believed it—but fortunately not enough to renaw
his term of the presidency.
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even if he does not plunder and pillage our merchants on pretended charges of

fraud, and then embezzle and pocket what he has thus disgracefully obtained ! It

is so in every thing. Go to the Post Office, and there you find Lawrence's com-
rade, Morris, enthroned in an old Dutch church as postmaster. You think you
know his salary

—but you don't. The law says one thing, but practice says ano-
ther. There are some 3000 boxes paid for by the United States—elerks are paid to

wait upon them—and while $ 1 or $ 1,50 a year is charged elsewhere in the Union
for a box, here it is $4. The $ 8,000 to $ 12,000 on this, is it not a perquisite of
office? Why not end this tricky, cheating, jobbing, deceptive system at once—pay
a fair price for the labors of a postmaster, and let the public have boxes at $ IJ,
and the government the revenue 1 Go to the Marshal, District Attorney, w^here

you please, it is everywhere a discreditable, mean scramble, a craving for bread at

the expense, too often, of every manly, independent principle. Can Congress do no
better for us? Is practical democracy a mockery, and a reproach, or may we dare
to love it as in the sunny days of boyhood and youth ?

One of the public stores in New York was burnt. Very reprehensible was the

conduct of the officers who had the management of the sale by auction of the

damaged goods. The nett proceeds were paid to Mr. Hoyt, Feb. 11 and 21, 1840,
to be, by him, that day placed at the credit of the government, in his accounts.

Did he do it? No. He pocketed the money, $ 19,929—speculated on itfor a year,
and merely charged himself with it for form's sake, on the 20th of Feb. 1841, just
to enable the government to state more correctly the sum total of his embezzle-
ments ! "Why did you do it?" said one. "I forgot it," quoth Jesse. The
interest of this and other sums kept by him, when the treasury ought to have had

'em, I value at $ 10,000 a year, at the usual rate of interest. Besides the use of

the $ 19,929, he charged the U. S. $2,000 for storing the goods, auctioned, in the

U. S. Stores.

I have heard the fees for three years estimated at $35,025. Here was $ 10,000
to him, in that time, from that source. One may judge what a besom or scourge
Hoyt was, where he tells us in his letters, p. 133, that the fines, forfeits, and pen-
alties paid by him to the treasury in less than three years came to $91,000—while
in the previous 26 years they had only amounted to $ 140,000. Fleming says that

Hoyt had $29,373 as his nett share of this sort of plunder
— $ 10,000 a year that

was—and the same went to Coe and Craig, each, yearly, making their places worth
$ 16,000 to $ 18,000 per annum—though that is wider the reality.

Hoyt was never satisfied. He told Woodbury that integrity must be better paid.
He served 9 months in 1838, and actually contended for the whole year's pay I

" Can you be honest, Mungo ?" says one of Sheridan's heroes to his black servant.
" What you give me, massa?" replied the negro. No man has done more to injure
Van Buren permanently, than Jesse Hoyt.
Compare what follows with Mr. Hoyt's conduct to the foreign houses whose

goods were seized :

George R. Ives, of the firm of Labron & Ives, was a standing witness for Hoyt
in seizure cases. Mr. Lounsberry swore that Cairns of the %voollens loft, would pass
Ives's invoices as fairly charged, though rated 10 to 15 per cent, under value—while

to other houses who gave fair invoices of same kind of goods he would raise the

price 10 or 15 per cent. It is conduct like this that embarrasses the honest dealer.

On one occasion Cairns raised the invoice price of a lot of woollens 20 to 25 per
cent., not knowing the owner. Mr. Ives arrived, said the goods were his—they
talked privately, and the invoice w^as at once reduced to its old rate.

On one occasion a lot of Ives's woollens were measured. There were 3900

yards more than was entered—the fraud was clear. Let him have his goods, said

Hoyt. To a foreign merchant he would at once have replied
—" I seize your goods,

Sir, for the fraud." There were 13 bales and 390 pieces
—

every piece was 10

yards longer than stated.

The reader will remember George Shourt, whom Judge Ulshoefl"er's brother re-

commended for promotion from the cartage of the Evening Post to that of the Cus-

tom House. He got the place, but it was believed that his cart was Hoyt's, sub rosa.

Be this as it may, G. A. Wasson charged for cartage in three years, $41,688, and

only two privileged carts, at 30 to 50 cents each package, or $ 3 to $ 10 per load !

He charged for labor in the public stores $51,652—and he made out his bills,
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"
paid for cartage, $ "

"paid for labor $ ," gave no particulars
—touched

his $3000 a month as paymaster, and of that kept the larger share as cartman.

We can judge of the infamously corrupt character of the treasury office in those

days when bills like this for nearly $ 100,000 were taken without the agent pro-

ducing a single voucher—and the charges, too, so enormous ? No matter ! Levi

Woodbury & Co. did not stand on trifles with a friend. Wasson was one of

Hoyt's
" battalion of testimony"

—was made a deputy collector—would nett

$2000 besides, for going from town to town to swear—abstracted goods from the

public stores for his own use—and, though professedly poor at first, as an inspec-
tor—he suddenly

" built several splendid edifices in New York, and set up his car-

riage for comfort and convenience." Nor is this to be wondered at. The two
carts above had made a profit of $ 35,000, or over $ 10,000 a year.
One effect of the government enquiry under President Tyler was the dismissal of

Wasson and Cairns. The former was urged on Swartwout by one of his sureties,
as follows :

J. Oakley to S. Swartwout, 2 Cedar St.

"
April 28, 1839. Dear Sir.—There is a very deserving man by the name of

George A. Wasson a measurer attached to the public store. I do not know that

he would, under any circumstances, be removed, as I understand he has been a

Jackson-man and was appointed through the influence of Mr. Baldwin of Pitts-

burgh, whc( is his friend. As it is a matter of great importance to him, however,
he has requested me to speak to you on the subject. I wish you would have the

goodness, if his removal is contemplated, to let me see you. Yours truly,
J. OAKLEY.

P. S. Permit me to suggest, by way of manifesting my regard for your com-

fort, that you had better make the removals and appointments which you contem-

plate, at once. If you do not, there will not be as much of you left in a few days
as there was of the Kilkenny Cats."

I think there can be be no doubt but that Mr. Woodbury's office knew that

Swartwout was a heavy defaulter long before he left for Pai-is—but it seemed to be
an object with him to remain quiet till after the elections of Nov. 1838. Mr. Hoyt
and his friends could not have remained ignorant of the real state of Swartwout's
affairs after June, 1838, the end of his (Hoyt's) first quarter. They must have
seen that Swartwout was $646,754 behind, for cash paid him on bonds. Mr.

Ogden, Swartwout's cashier, was Hoyt's cashier till March, 1839—he knew the
whole ;

and yet Gilpin the Solicitor was not sent to New York till Nov. 1838.

If the department received the accounts required by law, Mr. Woodbury must have '

known of a defalcation, even in 1837—but as he was lenient to other men who had
embezzled large sums, but professed to be active partisans, perhaps it was his wish
to be so with Swartwout and his friends. When Mr. Swartwout declined to send
his last quarter's account to Washington in April, 1838, why did Woodbury not
send an officer to get it till November 1 This shows a corrupt and willful omission
of duty on his part, and Wolf the Comptroller is not less culpable. Considering
Woodbury's character as a statesman this fact ought never to be forgotten. Gilpin,
in Nov. tells Woodbury that the accounts had not been furnished because Swart'
wout wished them to be withheld till he would return from Paris ! Was this a
sufficient reason for Woodbury's waiting till Nov. for the quarterly return due in

April from the principal revenue office in the Union? Swartwout, Ogden, and

Fleming were together in this business. On July 19, 1837, Jesse Miller, 1st audi-

tor, Washington, wTites Swartwout—" Sir : Your accounts of Customs and official

emoluments for the first quarter of 1837 are received." Then the words in italics

are crossed out, and a note added :
—" The above do not include abstracts of bonds

taken and bonds paid." It would thus seem that they were too lazy and indolent

at Washington to compel the return from New York of those statements which,
had they wished it, would have at any moment, exposed the chief item of S's de-

linquency. This letter referred to a return a year ahead of Swartwout's last—and

yet Fleming was retained also ! Look at the private connection of the parties,
with the swindlers of 1826, the insolvents of 1837, the stockjobbers, landjobbers,
and Martin Van Buren their comrade, and you are answered. When Mr. Ogden,
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in Nov. 1838, told Gilpin of his conversation -with Swartwout before he sailed to

France in August previous, and that he then well knew of the monies embezzled,
are we to suppose that Hoyt would have kept him (Og-den) longer in the cashier's

place, had he concealed the shameful affair from him till then? Mr. Ogden had

kept office under Swartwout for many years, and admits that he knew that the

Collector began to embezzle the public money nine months after he was appointed,
and use it in his private speculations, and that he had often told him so, as had Phil-

lips. What was Mr. Ogden 's oath as an officer, and his obligation as a citizen?

Was it to let the robbery reach 42 tons of solid silver, keep his salary and office

and hold his tongue? Did he do this? If he did not, but acted honestly, what are

we to say of the president and treasury department, who knew of and yet concealed
such wholesale villainy ? And if he did, why did they retain him as cashier after this

public avowal, one single hour, and till March, 1839 ?
* Let me here direct public

attention to a recent movement of Butler's, by which, not only is Henry Eckford's
estate cleared of all responsibility through his suretyship for Swartwout, but the
United States are assessed $20,000 to Eckford's heirs. There was no "Council
fee

" from the defendant in this case, I trust—but as the District Attorney knew

* Mr. Fleming was the auditor from July. 1?36. and yet he tells in 1338, that he was ignorant of Swan-
wout's default till August. liSS. when (see his letter to Gilpin) he told Ogden who bade hinj lell Swartwout,
who pretended surprise, although Ogden owns that Swartwout, Phillips and himself knew all about it. from
the conmiencenient in 1829. Why did Woodbury and Hoyt remain silent even then i Congressmen, &c.
were to be cliosen in Nov'r, and silence would help the party. Just to it was when S50.000 was stolen
from the Brooklyn Bank—silence was the most profitable alternative—not to the public, but to the hank.

Il is very evident from Mr. Fleming's letter that the fuU default of Swartwout ' was finally ascertained"
in Augusi, 1838—and it is equally clear that had Coe, the aava! officer, done his duty, the defalcation could

only have occurred with the open sanction of the Treasury chief He neglected his duty, however, very
discreditably, anil it is but lardy justice to give him a place among his comrades here.

A review of Swartwout's case, said H. A. Wise. [Globe report]
• shows that every check has been aban-

doned by the Secretary
—the Naval Olficer—the Comptroller—not to say by the First Auditor. Sir, if party

spirit, like a fiend, did not befriend and sustain this Secretary [L. Woodbury]— pardon and whitewash his
hideous deformities and delmtiuencies

—
blight all moral sensiOilily here in this hall and at the White

House, he would be removed from otfice instantly, or be impeached. Go where you will—trace him any
where, and you will find him dull, stupid incompetent, neglectful, faithless, and corrupt. I mince no
terms—fear no responsibilities. If he had the sensibilities of a man, he would demand a trial. Give me an
honest jury, and I will, upon these papers, convict him !"

It is creditable to Polk that Wise holds office under him. Let that go as an offset to the temporaTf
employment of Wetmore and Butler—and it was a spirited act of the clerk of the Auditor at Washington
(Mahon) frankly to avow D3=tliat the weekly and monthly returns of moneys received and paid at the

customhouse," the "return of debentures,"
" abstracts of bonds put in suit,"

"
summary statement of

duties collected." "schedule of bonds taken and liquidated," required for the Secretary's office, have not
been properly arranged and compared with each other and with the quarterly account current of the cus-
toms Ijy the Secretary of the Treasitry himself.

Hoyiest Mordecai Noah, who would probably praise Satan when he deserved it, "for a consideration,"
and who had helped his friend Swartwout to that upright Hebrew, Phillips the cashier—Mordecai, I say,
was grieved to see Swartwout leave the Custom House, and thus in the Evening Star did he publish the

retiring Collector's eulogy :
— There are few men who leave an important situation with more of the pub-

lic approbation than Mr. Swartwout. The merchants cheerfully admit that the office could not have been
better filled." Noah's compliment is very equivocal to the merchants, the public, and official folks in

general.
I have said that Woodbury was merciful to public pilferers. For example, "Harris, the receiver at

Columbus. Mississippi, was a notorious drunkard and defaulter, but kept in off.ce two years, in fi;ll know-
ledge of the department, until he owed Sl60,000." So Mr. Wise tells us, through the Globe. In Aug't,
'3-5, Wocidbury tells Harris that he is a defaulter—again in Oct.—and so on till Sept. 1836, when the fellow

proposes to resign, after having been two and a half years a heavy defaulter ! ! A Blr. G. D. Eoyd suc-
ceeded Harris, and wais ''intemperate," a land speculator, like Butler, and resigned, a defaulter, many
thousand dollars in arrears, in August, 1837. John Davis applied next, as 'a warm friend of the adminis-
tration!" Mr. Woodbury, the Secretary, was once a judge in N. H. Were not the people there to be
pitied I !

Col. John Spencer. Receiver at Fort Wayne, was charged by the government examiner, (Aug't 22, 1836,)
with gross misconduct, as follows :

"
Upon the subject of using the money of the United States. I beg leave to state that I find it universally

stated, and believed, and it is conceded to as a fact by the clerks in the receiver's office, that both he and
his relative. Dawson, have been much in the habit, in the office, of shaving money ;

that is. e.^changing the

money which could not be received for public lands; the rate of exchange or discount varying from three to
five per cent. I find in the case of Isaiah Wells, of Marion county, Ohio, that, so recently as the 6th

instant, he paid into the hands of the receiver, in his office, eight dollars for exchanging two hundred and
forty dollars of Ohio bank notes of five dollars each To what extent this shaving business has been carried

on in the office, of course I do not know, but I am satisfied it has been to a very considerable extent; and
that the government money paid in by one person has been handed out by the receiver in exchange for

uncurrenl, or not land office money—he receiving for his own private use the discount as agreed upon : and
t'lat the same government money again is passed into the land office, to be again used for the like purpose,
in pay for the public lands. That tire receiver has taken in bank notes of five dollars, contrary to orders,
the schedule prepared at his office, herewith enclosed, will prove; that he received a bonus for taking the

same, is, I think, almost beyond a doubt."

On the 27ih Oct. Spencer writes Woodbury—" My democratic friends think I ought not to leave until

after we hold our election for President," and the Van Buren note sharer remained accordingly ; Woodbury
justifying his conduct and accepting his apologies for irregularity, immorality, and crime I
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how Swartwout's affairs stood, it puzzles me to understand the method whereby he

arrived, in court, at the above result. The decision deserves to be overhauled, and
so does Mr. Butler—and if all be right, so much the better. Both Phillips and

Ogden showed Gilpin that, even in 1834, Swartwout's deficit began to be large
—

and if so, how came this $20,000 verdict against the United States'?

Mr. Hoyt was very insolent to his superior ofhcers. When the sub-treasury act

created new relations between him, as Collector, and the government, Mr. Wood-
bury twice required him to give new bonds, with real security. This he not only
flatly refused to do, but replied in the most arrogant and

insulting manner possible.
Had I been the Secretary, I would have told Mr. Van Buren—"

Sir, this man
must be dismissed at once, or be pleased to find my successor at your earliest con-

venience."

Probably Woodbury's office was his dependence for bread to his family. Mr.

Hoyt's old securities were utterly insolvent—nor do I suppose he or they have

paid back a cent of his default. Mr. Allen became sub-treasurer at N. York, and

Hoyt was ordered to pay the large balance in his hands to All 'n. Not he ! He
talked them all out of the cash—corresponded at great length

—upheld Beers &
Co.—and was upheld by Mr. V. Buren. Mr. Campbell, U. S. Treasurer had
a correspondence with Hoyt in 1839, who wrote him (Oct. 14)

—" Mr. Hoyt has
no faith in the technicalities of the accounting officers—ONLY A BLOOD
HOUND can trace out every little subject of their criticism."

Hoyt was allowed two years to prepare for trial. He had some eight or ten

eminent counsel employed—seven of whom attended his defence—the government
had but Ogden Hoffman and Hoyt's friend Talmage of Beers's Bank—weeks were
allotted to the inquiry

—and Hoyt was stamped by the jury IIP a counterfeit.*

CHAPTER XXXIV.
Remarks on the Judiciary. A decision in the Court of Errors. A Chancellor to be

sold out. Butler on $ 50 fees
—his Christian feelings towards retiring Judges.

Ulshoeffer on Noah, Judgeships, and State Printers. Mrs. Butler to J. Hoyt—a

race of poor Judgesfor a District Attorneyship. Edmonds and Sutherland.

This chapter contains a variety rather of letters and extracts from letters which
throw more light upon the practice of the law courts, f and the way in which

* As well as I can ascertain, $300,000 do not defray the cost of collecting the reFeniie at New York alone.
There is much mystery about the incomes of parties employed—much trick and political juggling, from
which Mr. Walker is not so free as he ought to be. Directly and indirectly, over 600 persons are employed
in the Customs Department

—a tremendous political engine, when required at high pressure, with so tliorough
and unscrupulous a partisan as Lawrence at its head.

I could prove, were it of any use, and perhaps the opportunity may soon he given, that the public business
would be well done—and it has not been so—with far less than half the men and half the expense now incur-

red. But to do business thus, the very best men must be selected ; capable, faithful public servants, among
whom an electioneering subscription, or a question as to party politics would never be asked. What a bless-

ing to the public and the merchants it would be were the national broom to be applied in earnest to the mar-
ble temple in Wall street, and its horde of jobbing politicians, pensioners, and mock oflicers swept out !

Nineteea years ago, when the N. Y. Custom House patronage was not one fourth of what it has since ar-

rived at, Mr. Van Buren. Mr. Benton, and others, were a committee of the Senate to enquire into such mat-
ters. Speaking of its officers, Mr. Benton then said :

" A formidable list, indeed ! Formidable in numbers, and still more so from the vast amount of money in

their hands. The action of such a body of men, supposing them to be animated Ijy one spirit, must be
tremendous in an election : and that they will be so animated, is a proposition too plain to need demonstra-
tion. Poicer over a man's support has always been held and admitted to be a power over his leill. The
President has '

power' over the '

support' of all these officers, and they again have '

power' over the '

sup-
port' of debtor merchants to the amount often millions of dollars per annum, and over the daily support of
individuals, professional, mechanical, and day-laboring, to whom he can and will extend or deny a valuable

private as well as public patronage, according to the part which they shall act in State as well as in Federal
elections."

They all tell on each other. Benton is now as silent as the tomb—but hear the N. Y. Evenin" Post of
184.3 !

—" Of all the administrations which the country ever had, it appears to us that Mr. Tyler's has made
tlie most corrupt use of its patronage. Never, we believe, has the bestowal of olhce been so much a mat-
ter of bargain

—so shamelessly coupled with the condition that the receiver should exert himself to secure
the election of his patron." Listen next to the Globe by Blair,— " We do not hesitate to say that, at this

moment, the entire patronage of the Executive is employed in buying up retiegades from the Democratic

party."
Probably this little book will prove that both Globe and Post were in the wrong for this lime at least.

t As a proof of the necessity of reform in the judiciary take the case of the Brooklyn Bank. Secretary
Woodbury made it a pet

—ordered the casli for tlie Navy Yard, &c., to be kept there—and soon after this

one or more of its officers robbed it of more than half its capital. The first robbery was about S49,000.
Three or four gf the directors knew this—and concealed it from the others, from Tan Buren's safety fund

18

\
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judges and district attorneys are, or formerly were, made. We have, first, Mr. L.

Hoyt's letter describing his satisfaction at a legal triumph over equity in the Court
of Errors. Then we have Mr. Livingston's account of a Chancellor about to be
sold out by the sheriff! Next, an evidence of Mr. Butler's/eeZm^5 towards Judges
Spencer and Woodworth—followed by two characteristic extracts from letters by
Judge Ulshoeffer, (who did not want to he a first county judge,) about judge making—and lastly, a couple of sententious epistles from a lady

—Mrs. B. F. Butler—to

her dear friend Mr. Jesse Hoyt, in which she asks his aid to help Judge Suther-
land down from the supreme court bench, (if he had not already left it,) and up to

a $30,000 salary, "on account of his peculiarly unpleasant situation in a pecu-

niary point of view "—admits Judge Edmonds' claims,
" so far as pauperism is a

qualification
"—mentions Price, and her good man's guess about him—admits her-

self to be an old federalist—and consoles Jesse under his "
misfortunes," hoping

that he " would yet see brighter days."

Extract from a letter—Lorenzo Hoyt to his brother Jesse, [both of them Albany
lawyers] dated Albany, Dec. 24, 1823—" McDonald's cause is decided in his

favor, and for which I think he may thank Chief Justice Savage. Sutherland and

Woodworth, together with 11 Senators, ivere dead against hifn. I CONSIDER
IT A TRIUMPH OF THE LAW OVER EQUITY AND GOOD CON-
SCIENCE. I must say I had but very slight hopes before the argument, but

after the cause was argued, and the facts so ably and correctly laid open to the

Senate, I thought McDonald's prospects brightened. Messrs. Van Vechten and

Henry, who argued the cause on the other side, were sadly disappointed at the

result. From the circumstances of Mr. Butler''s being engaged as Counsel, my feel-

ings locre much enlisted in McDonald' sfavor ,
and I felt very much interested in the

result."

Edward Livingston to Jesse Hoyt. [Extract.] Albany, post mark. May 14.

"I have abandoned all idea of settling at Albany. The Chancellor has been so

much perplexed harrassed of late that he this day permits his furniture to be sold

at Sheriff's sale* and bought in. This will be my apology to you for this short

letter." [The date is not given, but it must have been between 1821 and '27. He
adds that]

"
Seymour it is supposed is elected in the Western District.—Make me

one of the Committee in the first ward [of N. Y ] for nominating. Tell Hatch to

attend to it."

Mr. B. F. Butler to Mr. Jesse Hoyt, 40 Wall st. New York, Oct. 12, 1820.

Dear Sir,
—I am happy to hear of your success—and hope it may continue—

$50 and $ 100 fees are not very plenty in this part of the country, at least not
with young lawyers. Our circuit still continues. Judge Woodworth, in person
and in business—" Like a wounded snake, drags his slow length along." He has

com'rs, from the public, and from the bank committee of 1837. John A. Lntt was first county judire of

Kings, and a director, and when he knew of the felony he abstained from calling attention to it. Even
when Mr. Treadwell, a Counsellor in the U. S. Supreme Court had written out a complaint, sworn to
and placed it in Judge Lett's hand to send to the Grand Jury, he did not send it though he said he would.
The concealment of the Bank embezzlement was felony

—so was the embezzlement—but no one was pro-
ceeded against. Crime was hushed up lest AVoodbury would hear of it and take out the deposiles ? Like
Butler, the first care was to

" save the bank," If bank directors will do this to get the deposites
—if judees

will thus act on their oaths—what must be the influence in the hands of a corrupt and vile government who
have coniiimally ten or fifteen millions by which to attract the support of the lovers of mammon ! As a
Senator this judge voted for Barker to be Attorney General, that was of course. Another John Lott, a gene-
ral, from same place, being in

' necessitous circumstances," applied to Major Swartwout for SloOO a"year
in the Custom House, and went into office there accordingly.

* A Chancellor's chairs and tables, feather beds and palliasses, going under the hammer, at Albany, for

debt, looks like a sign of judicial purity. If he had stained the errnine by taking bribes, like Lord Bacon,
he would have been more wealthy, and better able to keep off the sheriff: I wish the Ex-Clerk of Assembly
had been so careful as to date his letters, that we might have been enabled to record the name of ono
Andrew Marvell at least in the midst of a judiciary of political partisans and dealers in slocks, shares,
scrip, and all the hocus pocus of Wall and Lombard streets. Marcy comes next to him. He was placed on
the Supreme Court bench, (says Gov. Van Buren,) to ensure his salvation from ruin in this world at least.

I fear he was too long grateful to his benefactor.

It is a commnn by-word that the N. Y. Custom House is a sort of lazar-house or hospital for diseased

politicians, but I did not expect to see it acknowledged by the leaders of the democracy' that llie Judiciary
bench is not much belter. Some folks think ihat Judges lose their wisdom at sixiy

—others ihat iliey

improve as they get older. In some countries men are chosen to preside in the courts, becau.se of their

honesty, skill, and learning
—while in others they ascend the beiich, or fill the procurator fiscal's seat, on

the principle on which neat cattle are stall-fed—to fatten them. AA''ili cot these facts rouse the true hearted
millions to prepare for HO" ths Convention ?
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given very general dissatisfaction this court The city has been
full of farmers, &c. these two days

—at a Cattle Show—but I have seen nothing of
it myself. Chief Justice Spencer delivered a speech on the occasion, by way, as I

suppose, of preparation for the period luhen he will he compelled to retire to the shades

ofprivate life In haste, yours truly,

B. F. BUTLER.
In another letter, April, 1819, Mr. Butler tells Mr. Hoyt from Sandy Hill, that

" The appointment of Judge Woodworth is universally reprobated here
;
without

any exceptions, except the Clintonians."

Extracts of letters from Michael UlshoefFer, 1st County Judge, N. Y., to Jesse

Hoyt, member of Assembly, Albany.
New York, Feb. 3, 1823.—"

I presume that our city appointments are to be
recommended by the members, at least I have been informed that such is the wish
of the Governor. Will your friend Noah consent to this'?—for I see by his paper
that he rules at Albany, and that those who offend him are to receive no quarter.

Pray inform me whether he is authorised to say, as he does in his paper, that all

who are not his friends had better stay at home, or not offer their names at Albany
this winter ? What are you doing about state printer, will not Leake obtain it ? Let
me also know whether any open or concerted opposition is made, or making against
the Governor.

Nevv York, Feb. 18, 1823. With respect to the Comptrollership, I can only say
that it was not desired by me, and that I had so written before I received your kind
letter. I have no such views, I assure you. Even that highly respectable situation

would not tempt me to leave here and reside at Albany. Nor do I desire to be made

first Judge in any event. My views are more humble, and I have no intention at

present to become a candidate for any office beyond that of a Notary Public. Ac-

cept, however, my grateful thanks for your friendly intentions, and if I have an

opportunity, I will reciprocate. Do not make a State Printer,* who will transfer

the feuds of New York to Albany, and throughout the State. Dulness would be

preferable to indiscretion. Do look to this. I regret that the appearance of things
is unpropitious at Albany. But is it necessary lo oppose Governor Yates 1 Will
not things go on smoothly in future 1 If the members of Assembly have recommended
the county Judges, how comes it that the Governor nominated Barstow, &c. 1 Has
not the Governor complied with the members' wishes in this respect?"

From Mrs. Harriet Butler, (luife of B. F. B.), to Mr. Jesse Hoyt.
P'm'k Washington, Feb. 19.—Addressed to Jesse Hoyt, Esq., N. Y.

[Private.] "Washington, 18th Feb. '34.
" My dear Sir—You must either work for Judge S. [Sutherland], or yourself,

if you do not wish Tallmadge to get the office of D. A. [District Attorney.]
His brother works like a Cart-Horse in the matter, and things are working well

for him.

Mr. B. [Butler], only yielded to Judge S.'s claims over yours, on account of his

(the Judge's) peculiarly unpleasant situation in a pecuniary point of view.

Do help the Judge. The decision of the matter is to be left to the N. Y. Mem-
bers—Representatives and Senators—and they are all pretty much to a man com-
mitted to Tallmadge. Great haste, sincerely yours, H. B."

f [Harriet Butler.]

* Adverting to Mr. Butler's letter in pages 38 and 39, I must say that one of the most dangerous and
wicked of the tricks, by which elective institutions are often entirely nullified, and artful intriguers placed
in trusts reiuiring honesty and capacity, is our Caucus system, by which the men of one way of thinking
on politics meet in a room and agree that whenever one of their number shall get a majority of the votes of
those then present, were it but one vote more than half, he shall be the nominee of the whole, and all go for him
in the legislature. The effect is to elect in very many instances, men who could not get half, sometimes
little more than a fourth of the unbiased sutfrages of all the members, were it not for this contrivance. In
this way Van Buren got to be U. S. Senator, with a majority of the votes of the legislature against him— in

this way the choice by the people of the electors of President of the U. S. is often nullified—and by this

means are the liberties of the country undermined. Never was there a more gross burlesque on nominations
than what is seen at Tammany Hall, and it is really wonderful that New York submits to it. Surely the
wisdom and honesty of a free Convention will be able to provide a plan whereby our political nominations
shall become in all cases, the act of a majority of the people, and not of sordid, selfish leaders of unprincipled
factions.

t Where brackets [ ] are used in any letter or extract, it is by the editor, to explain the meaning of ab-

breviated words, &c. I wished to keep the ladies out of a political work of this kind, but Mrs. Butler deserves
to be an exception to the rule.
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Endorsed by Hoyt,
" H. Butler, Feb. 24th, 1834." Addressed " Jesse Hoyt, Esq.,

New York."

Washington, Feb. 24th, 1834.

My Dear Sir—I can only say in relation to the office which was the subject of

a former letter, that you have become a candidate too late in the day for any hopes
of success.

If Tallmadge and Sutherland are set aside, as it is very likely they will he, if the

matter is referred to the Delegation, I think Mr. Edmonds will succeed.

So far as PAUPERISM* is a qualification and recommendation to the favor of
party, surely you mil give in to THE LAST NAMED PERSON.

But it is a pity, if you really want the office, that yuu did not say so at the com-
mencement of the session. You may as well, however, write to Cambreleng, who
I hear is committed for you, and he will be able to tell you all the difficulties about

the affair.

PRICE, it is thought by Mr. B. [Butler], will be the person the delegation will

unite upon, if they cannot agree not to disagree upon either of the first named per-
sons—but I am of opinion Edmonds will be the man.
/ am happy that you can talk so cheerfully of your misfortunes. I hope that you

will yet see brighter days though.
I perceive by one of your letters you are getting to be quite an old man.
Mr. Butler still continues strong in the faith, (Jacksonism) and thinks that all

the political troubles of the day are necessary to the purification of the body poli-
tick. That lessons of wisdom will be learned now, (and learned by heart), that

will do men good.

[Here four lines of the lady's MS. are carefully erased ! She adds—]

Don't be curious to know the above—it only showed a little of the old leaven of
Federalism, which my admission to the Cabinet cannot, or has not yet, covered.

The mail will close, and I must haste—
Sincerely yours, H. B.

Mr. J. Hoyt. [Harriet Butler.]

CHAPTER XXXV.

Mr . Butler''s revenues as TJ. S. Attorney. Why is he again in office? Enormous
law fees extorted.

'^ Betts^s foraging ground.'^ Wise on Defaulters. Samuel
R. Beits. He explains the Sub-Treasury Laiv in HoyVs case ! ! The Belts fam-
ily. $ 18,000 a year for one clerkship!! Theron Rudd. Cruel persecution of
La Chaise <^Co. Bribed and perjured witnesses sent to testify! ! Butler persuaded
to take

^^

halffees." Picture of a Religious Hypocrite. Legal Robbery. Birchard
and Hoyt combine to discard the merchants of N. Y. from juries, as not trust-

worthy ! Hoyt extorts %9ibfiQQ of blood money from foreign houses. The Con-
vention.

In the course of 28 months,! Mr. Butler realized, as District Attorney, from' the

government alone, $62,690, besides enormous and unlawful [yes unlawful^ fees

* John W. Edmonds's name aa a political manager is familiar to our readers. That quality, with hia

connections with Van Buren and their old associates, and the uses he may be put to as a political character
in a wider and more influential circle, may have decided Governor Wright to elevate the dealer in stocks
and shares, law and politics, Warren street, N. Y., to the bench. He believes in Morris's unwritten law—
warned Glentworth to go away, and gave up to him the very papers he afterwards justified Morris for

hunting after at midniglit.
' The end justified the means.' In Nov. 1S31 he wais elected for the 3d district

to the Senate of N. Y.
;
followed Silas Wright to get hold of the deposites in 1834; is said to be pious ;

can keep his office, worth, I hear, $6000 or more, till three score
;
wears the anti-slavery face of Van Buren

politics ;
has done a deal of party work in his time

;
was inspector of Sing Sing prison when he got Judge

Kent's place ;
and is lauded in the N. Y. Evening Post for his

'

zeal, efficiency, enlightened and benevo-
lent views.' When we get to the close of Mrs. Bodine's case I will have more to say, in a future edition.

t Nothing can be more erroneous than that men of humble origin are more friendly to the class among
whom they were reared than the dwellers in palaces and among fhe opulent of the land. "The beggar on
horse back" is often found in America. Look at Jefferson and Lafayette

—reared in wealth—then compa~re their

conduct with that of M. Van Buren and B. F. Butler, who began life selling spirituous liquors in taverns,
and J. Hoyt, an insolvent store keeper. The latter sneers at merchants foreign born, and talks of his

"
long

line of ancestors." In his friends Noah and Phillips's National Advocate, of Dec. 1813, and in the Long
Island papers, he will find Jesse Hoyt ofStamford in Connecticut, advertised, with others, by his Captain as a
deserter from the United Slates Army. Perhaps this namesake was of no kin to him— perhaps a near rela-

tive. What matters it ? I state the fact in condemnation of his insulting conduct to classes of men. It ia

cruel to denounce bad and good together, of any race or body of men.
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from defendants, whom his jaokall Hoyt had pounced upon, and the profits of his

private practice. This was better than Sandy Hill and the W. and W. Bank,
under Jacob Barker. Mr. Butler is again District Attorney—and it is believed

that the monstrous and iniquitous (even where legal) fees and gains he got
formerly, are materially curtailed by act of Congress. / linow that it is not so. He
will not be so barefaced in his exactions now as he was in Hoyt's time—but his

income is enormous, and unbecoming the style of a frugal republic. No Congress
could possibly have intended to erect such a torturing, harrassing, grinding inquisi-
tion as the U. S. Courts here are shown to be in the session papers of Congress.
Messrs. Hoyt and Butler were old comrades—when in power they understood each
other—and if they did not pluck the public goose, it never will be plucked by man
nor woman neither. I refer to the U. S. Commissioners' reports and testimony.
No. 212, 27th Congress, 2d Session, H. of R. [Executive,] containing the history
of Hoyt, Butler and the N. Y. Custom House, printed by the nation. May, 1842.
How President Polk, with the facts there stated, all in array before him, could

replace Mr. Butler where he now is, passes my understanding. I wish I could

spare the means to spread, gratis, through the whole Union, the evidences of
recorded works of the praying, exhorting, Sabbath-keeping District Attorney of
Southern N. Y.

In one case, the Schooner Catharine, the U. S. Marshal, at New York, took

$2247 as his costs, though the proceeds of the sale were only $3000—in another,
Elliot & Co., Mr. Butler brought 40 suits wrong, stopt them—got $2395 as his

costs—brought another suit against them (same case)
—exacted other $ 1142 costs—issued (by his order) execution, and there were no goods to .take. Butler knew

there was "
little prospect of collecting the debt " when he piled up these costs.

"
Strange and impalpable to common honesty as it would seem, COUNSEL

FEES, varying from $ 50 to $ 500 were demanded AND EXTORTED FROM
THE DEFENDANTS in such suits, byB. F. Butler, while U. S. District Attor-

ney," as a condition to a settlement for the government, or a stay of legal pro-
cess ! ! ! ! ! The Congress Report adds, that the court was styled

"
Betts's fora-

ging ground," like the debatable ground where black mail was levied or might
have been during the revolution.

Shortly after the accession of the German, George I, as king of England, his

favorite cook sought his royal permission to return to Hanover, and assigned as his

reason the profligate waste of all articles of food in the king's kitchen, so very
diiferent from German frugality. "Never mind," said his majesty, "do you
steal like the rest—my present revenues and good people can stand the expense

"
—and added, with a hearty laugh,

" be sure to take enough." Our Dutch ex-

president's advice to his cooks, Hoyt, Butler, and the Betts family, seems to have
run in the old Hanoverian strain of upstart royalty

—" Do you steal like the rest,
and be sure to take enough !

" *

Samuel R. Betts of Sullivan Co., N. Y., was, with Wm. M. Price and others,
admitted a Counsellor at Law, in Albany, August 1812. Judge Yates nominated
him as a Supreme Court Judge in 1823, but the Regency in Senate dissented,

agreeing however, same year, to make him a circuit judge. Finally, he succeeded
Mr. Van Ness as U. S. District Judge in N. Y. The evidence in the Govern-
ment Commissioners' Report showed, that Mr. Hoyt had put into his pocket the
excess of cash balances, and refused to pay the money to the U. S., as required by
the law of July 4, 1840. The Solicitor of the Treasury advised a criminal prose-

* After the Committee of Congress, 1839, had shown the shameful neglect of Woodbury, the misconduct
of Swartwout, Coe, &c., and the headlong strides that Hoyt was taking towards embezzlement, speculation,
and fraud, one of their number, H. A. Wise, after reviewing the whole subject in a speech delivered in the
H. of R., and published in the Globe, remarks that it is the President's duty to take care Ibat the laws be

faithfully executed. And (he adds)
" after what I have laid before you, let me ask,

' What use would there
be in humbling ourselves to become spies and censors to report defalcations and crimes to this Executive,
with a view to a prompt removal from office 1 Why pass laws to enact that the application of public
money by an officer of Government to private uses shall be a felony V Will reports or statutes avail any
thing? Vain and idle! they would the more cloak and conceal and protect these plunderers. Pass any
pains and penalties, adopt any system of laws you please

—United States Bank, pet bank system, Sub-

Treasury
—and let me ask if either could be expected to work well in the hands of such men who '

counte-
nance' such ' faults ?' Sir, we are told by that philosopher in government, Wm. Penn, that the best system
will be as the worst if badly administered by bad men

;
and that the worst system will be as the best, if

righteously administered by good men. A change of men is what is wanted—a general turn-out of all faith-

less trustees and servants."
The result has shown that Mr. Wise clearly understood the character and objects of Martin Van Buren and

hia blackleg band of parasites and locusts.
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cution—Crittenden, Attorney General, and Ewing, Sec. Treas., considered Hoyt
liable to a criminal indictment—Judges Betts and Thompson when applied to for a

warrant to arrest Hoyt, were of opinion that he was not liable, although he had

kept back, had not entered, but had refused to pay over public money. The law
said that defaulters were to be sent to jail

—the judges replied that it did not mean
it. The Sub-Treasury law was then a mere mockery—a trick, to be reproduced
next election, loith new music, if the pets blow up again. Hoyt's decision, with
Van Buren's consent, to take checks on banks, and call the bank notes specie,
which was constantly acted on, show that hypocrisy was always uppermost there

also.

Mr. Betts was a keen, sharp, money-loving sort of person, and the government
commissioners, from the manner in which he filled up the offices in his court,

making it a sort of family concern, became suspicious that the law of Congress,

limiting fees and salaries, was evaded. They accordingly required from the officers

of his court answers on oath as to fees, salaries, &c., and inquired what was their

relationship to the Judge, which last question appears to have put his honor very
much out of temper. In John Harris's testimony (Doc't. 212 p. 405) he states

that the clerks of the U. S. district and circuit courts, in New York particularly,
had annually exacted enormous fees. Judge Betts^s brother was clerk of both,
and he admitted that he had taken in cash $ 18,000 a year, for his clerkship for

one court only. How much he got out of the other court is not stated—but, in due

time he resigned, and Judge Betts next appointed his son, then under age. Even a
leech will leave off sucking human blood when it is full.
" The judge might not be interested in the fees before ; but is he not, now

(1842) that his son is appointed, interested in the fees? And if he be, is he not in-

terested in forfeiting goods 1 For, if there were no forfeitures, the trials would

cease, and there would be no fees 1
"

Collector Hoyt informed the law officer of the Treasury Department, officially,

[p. 12, doc. 212] "that he had no confidence in judicial adjustments, and consid-

ered it a hopeless task to get verdicts from Judge Betts and Mr. Waddell's ju-
ries

"—he therefore preferred a compromise. To the government com'rs. he ap-

peared to be the greatcontrolling power in Betts's courts—though he, Hoyt, writes

of him thus [p. 20.]
" Mr. Fleming informs me that he only heard of the sei-

zures by accident, and he knew nothing of them till the returns came from the

clerk of the court, into whose hands the judge of the Court [Betts] is prone to be

careful to have the money paid, so that his brother (the clerk) would get his fees and
commissions."

Theron Rudd was clerk of this court many years ago—got
' his fees and com-

missions,' and took care to secure, as his own share of the people's money,
$ 120,000, entrusted to his care, which he buttoned close up in his breeches

pocket, and kept it too. Theron was a delegate
'

for Mr. Van Buren's cause,' as

Bennett would say, up at Herkimer, long after that. These great defaulters are

all great friends of Mr. Buren, who thinks that Morris's never written laws don't

apply to their cases. Their sympathies and Mr. V. B's seem to run all one way.
Theron, Butler, Price, and the Bettses, judge, son and brother, have made a great
deal of money out of U. S. Courts in their time.

In 1839, a bale of goods was seized—Samuel Bradbury claimed it. After two

years of a law journey thro' Mr. Betts's court, it was sold in 1841, and its con-

tents (cassimeres) brought $321. Butler (Attorney) produced his bill of costs,

$225—Betts's clerks theirs, $81—the Marshal his, $83. The proceeds were
swallowed up by the democratic law-dispensers, and the collector paid them other

$ 68 to square their accounts ! Hoyt and Butler's zeal for "compromises" did

not diminish after the election of Harrison.*

* Mr. Bennet, when chairman of a committee in tlie British parliament, made a report on certain extor-

tions and cruelties practised in a jail in London. Jones the jailer was examined, who testified that he was
only a deputy—the real jailer being a son of the Lord Chief Justice, and then abroad—with whose father he
shared the immense profits of his prison house, per agreement. The story produced an epigram, not inap-

plicable to our Betts. Here it is—
When England's chief jailer was called to account,
And compelled of his profits to state the amount,
The committee observed that the sum was too large
For one, who had merely of pris'ners the charge.
"The sum !" exclaimed Jones,

"
why the Chief Judge's son,

A lad, who abroad on his trayels is gone,
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The case of La Chaise, Fouche & Co. is thus reported by the Com'rs to the

President.—" The means resorted to by Hoyt to obtain money from these foreign-

ers, are unsurpassed in enormity and official perfidy by any act during his continu-

ance in office. It seems to have been the poUcy of the collector, when he designed
to make seizures, with a view to compromises, to select foreign houses, with whom
there would, in all probability, by less sympathy in the community, and a better

prospect of success, than there would be if like proceedings were attempted on an
American house." La Chaise & Co. were Frenchmen, ignorant of our laws and

language, of good standing, and prosecuted a successful business in New York as

importers of French silks, &c. Mr. Hoyt cast his eye upon them, as fit subjects
for his and Butler's system—Campbell and Davis were put in requisition. Of the

former I have spoken—Davis was equally vile and infamous. Of Campbell, Hoyt
writes to Sidney Bartlett, Boston—"

By a perusal of the testimony on the trial

here, you will readily perceive that he is ready to make any statement to serve

himself, without reference to the truth of the case.'''' In reading of Hoyt and But-
ler's conduct in office, I have been irresistibly drawn to connect them in my mind
with the infamous creatures in Ireland, who kept

" the battalion of testimony" al-

ways in readiness to swear away the lives of the men who had risen for freedom in

1798.

La Chaise and Fouche became the victim of Hoyt's avarice—the charges against
them were "compromised." They had goods value $70,000, in their store. Of
these $40,000 worth were free of duty

—the rest were dutiable and paid, except
their last received goods, for which the collector had their bonds to permit an ex-

amination, if desired. Five cases waited an appraisement in the public store.

In April, 1838, Hoyt sent his myrmidons to seize every thing in their store, paid
or unpaid, free or dutiable, and at the same time he seized the five cases in his own
custody, not waiting for an appraisement. Mr. La Chaise was arrested on a charge
of perjury, next—the wretches Campbell and Davis swore that the House had
bribed them—three indictments were prepared

—the grand jury found the bills, on
C. & D's evidence. The marshal kept the goods a year, before the district attorney
filed informations, and the case was kept from trial till these unfortunate foreigners
were forced to accept Hoyt's terms for a compromise, or sustain a total loss of their

property. Hoyt wrote to Coe, at same time, that he well knew he could neither get
them convicted on the civil or the criminal suits, and he gives this as a reason for a

compromise ! ! ! He knew he could not recover in an American court one cent, he
therefore advised with Butler, Coe, &c. and offered to take $45,000, and the law

fees, and compromise the whole, perjury cases and all ! $2,500 were the costs—
and Hoyt and Butler compounded the felonies, as they affirmed they were, for a pe-

cuniary consideration ! ! Campbell and Davis had no hesitancy in swearing all Hoyt
required before the grand jury, to ruin these innocent merchants, but they durst not

come openly before their countrymen with the same tale—the pains and penalties of

perjury stared them in the face, and although they had undertaken to swear hy con-

tract, at the instance of the degraded and unprincipled Hoyt, they shrunk from the

bargain. Butler's report, Aug. 22, 1839, says
" No suit was brought for unpaid

duties, and no probable ground of recovery in any such suit could be discovered."

He adds, that it was suspected they had frequently entered goods too low—and
this mere suspicion was the whole grounds of this persecution. What if they had
done so ? Were not the sworn umpires who had passed upon their goods chosen

by the President and Senate, with power to place a higher valuation on the same
if they had chosen to do so 1 $6,300 was taken from these merchants for duties

estimated on goods seized— $ 18,968 on penal bonds pretended to have been forfeited

because they did not deliver to the collector some part of the very goods he had

previously seized—an impossibility. One of Butler's items of costs was $500 as

his counselfee
—and in their review of Butler's report, the U. S. Commissioners

call it
" an appeal to the government for its approbation," because of the "

pecu-

Is the jailer in fact, by his father selected ;

And to him I account for whatever's collected ;

But the son being yet but an infant in law,
The Noble Lord fakes what the latter would draw."
Fair .Justice of England ! what ills can assail her ?

While tlie father's Chief Judge, the son is Chief Jailer!

His zeal yet a step would the Noble Peer stretch.

Let hira take bis next heir, and make him Jack Ketch,
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niary gain, obtained by duplicity and management, out of court, which could not

have been recovered in a fair and impartial trial."

Besides being frightened out of $47,500, the unfortunate Frenchmen had their

trade stopt, and their goods under lock and key for over twelve months. The
accommodating Mr. Woodbury approved of Butler and Hoyt's course, and, say the

Commissioners, it is asserted that Judge Betts took the same view, on the appli-
cation of Butler for his sanction. I would not at all doubt it. Yet it is rather hard
to the foreigner to exact penalties where the exactor, like the law, admits innocence

or the absence of proof of guilt. Bleecker, Hoyt's assistant cashier, when the

$63,000 worth of entries disappeared from the cashier's and naval offices, was the

informer against La Chaise, but he never brought him forward. Mr. Curtis

speedily turned him adrift.

We have seen Mr. Butler playing the banker at Sandy Hill, the lawyer at Al-

bany, the politician at Washington, and the speculator everywhere. The disinter-

ested and pious law-partner of ' the magician,' is now at New York. In his speech
at New Brunswick, 8th Oct. 1840, he says, that Mr. Van Buren told Mr. Forsyth
to tell him that if he did not like the office of D. A., it was hoped he would take it

in consideration of the great public interests at that moment at stake in New York.
On the 12th of Dec. 1838, he took office, and Mr. Hoyt wrote to the Solicitor of

the Treasury, same day
—" I am amused with Mr. Butler—he is so terrified at the

iniquity of the age, that he has made up his mind not to receive a dollar of the pub-
lic money, but he intends to make me receive all

;
and I am quite appreJiensive thai

he ivill not even receive his own costs. I am sure he will not receive half as much as

he will be entitled to. I shall lecture him on this subject." Mr. Hoyt knew his

man better than this. Independent of his private law business, opinions, advices,
&c. &c., Mr. Butler took from the U. S. alone, in 1839, $ 18,235—in 1840,

$32,210—and resolving to have a grand haul out of compromises, settlements,
"
Yorkshiremen," and Frenchmen, the worthy descendant of the Connecticut

scjnhe-maker, and of Oliver Cromwell (! !) condescended to receive for his legal
labors during the first quarter of 1841

, only rCr" $ 12,244. No doubt he would have
taken more, but for " the iniquity of the age."

In Butler's Memoirs, Democratic Review, Jan. 1839, we are told that " Mr.
Butler has been, since the year 1817, a professing and zealous member of the Pres-

byterian church." Why not put the profession into practice? Only two years after

he joined the church, he wrote to Jacob Barker from the Bank—" I told him [Gil-

christ,] I was ready to pay in specie, hnt commenced paying Wiswall," &c. His
letter was written on Wednesday morning—it admits that he had but $ 1 ,400 in

specie, to serve all comers till Saturday morning, and that Wiswall had presented
$ 4,800, and Gilchrist $ 5,300 of the notes of the Bank for payment. Did not Mr.
Butler tell an untruth here? Gilchrist, he adds, did not wait. And why? Because
he saw that Mr. B. had resolved not to pay him. In the Democratic Review, Mr.
Butler's biographer assures us, that " before he left the bank, by great exertions

and care, its credit was restored, and specie payments resumed." Not one word
of this is true—yet our zealous professor, though a known contributor to the Re-

view, remains acquiescent and silent! " He was," says the Review,
" from the

commencement, one of the most zealous advocates" " of the temperance reform."

Is the three hours' debauch behind the bank counter, with the Young Patroon, the

zealous advocate's practice? If the Presbyterian church allows Mr. B. longer to

remain in her communion, without evidence of deep contrition, she is a fallen star

as compared to what she was in the honest old times of Calvin, Knox, Rutherford

and Renwick—but we do not desire to anticipate her course, with a brother who,
on his own showing, has been guilty of the crime of obtaining money upon false

pretences."

Speaking of Barker's conduct in the Washington and Warren, in 1819, Butler,
as his counsel on the trial in 1827, when he was convicted for his frauds in 1826,

said,
" I know that the most unparalleled exertions were made by him to redeem

his bills, and to indemnify the public If he could have coined his heart's

blood into golden drachms, not a drop of it would have been withheld, whilst one

of his notes remained unpaid Since then he has labored with untiring

assiduity, and PROVIDENCE has smiled on his exertions." Even as a money-
changer, and stock-jobber, Butler cannot help presenting his confederate to the
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court as a successful gambler, whose trade is under the especial guidance of

J]~r Providence ! ! !

The youthful and observant Pollock, in his "Course of Time," sketches the

picture of one, who at the day of judgment v/as sent below—
Where still his face, from ancient custom, wears
A holy air, which says to all that pass
Him by : I was a hypocrite on earth.

I bestow it on Mr. Polk's friend, the District Attorney at New York, with

injunctions, that, at a mirror, or elsewhere, he shall try to find the original :

"He was a man
Who stole the livery of the court of heaven
To serve the devil ;

in virtue's guise
Devoured the widow's house and orphan's bread

;

in lioly phrase transacted villainies

That common sinners durst not meddle with.

At sacred feasts he sal among the saints.
And with his guilty hands touched holiest things ;

And none of sin lamented more, or sighed
More deeply, or with graver countenance,
Or longer prayer, wept o'er the dying man.
Whose infant children, at the moment, he
Planned how to rob

;
in sermon style he bought,

And sold and lied ; and salutations made
In scripture terms ;

he prayed by quantity,
And with his repetitions long and loud,
All knees were weary ; with one hand he put
A penny in the urn of poverty,
And with the other took a shilling out.

On charitable lists—trumpets which told

The public ear, who had in secret done
The poor a benefit, and half the alms

They told of, took themselves to keep them sounding—
He blazed his name, more pleased to have it there

Than in the book of life. See'st thou the man ?

A serpent with an angel's voice ! a grave
With flowers bestrewed ! and yet few were deceived,
His virtues over-done, his face

Too grave, his prayers loo long, his charities

Too pompously attended, and, his speech
Larded loo frequently, and out of lime
With serious phraseology, were rents

That in his garments opened in spite of him.
Through which the well-accustomed eye could see
The rottenness of his heart."*

In 1839, June term, District Court, Mr. Butler moved for judgments on Lee^
Babcock & Co. on 26 bonds—one motion. He demanded for this, of government,
fees, $ 1,860. Same month, one motion for judgments against Gibson & Co. on
44 bonds—he received $1,893. March 1840—one motion, for judgment against
Lee & Co. paid Butler fees (from public purse), $2,514. Feb. 27, 1841, Butler,
for one motion against same firm, on 46 bonds, put in his pocket $3,338 of fees—
a.lso $ 3,198 for one motion of a like kind in April, and $ 1,324, on another, made
same day. In May another, and took $1,276 fees. On 14 motions by him for

judgments on 296 merchants' bonds, his costs charged to the United States
; and

paid him out of the taxes raised on sugar, woollens, cottons, coffee, &c., came to

$23,087, not one dollar of which the debtors ever paid back. The Treasury Solicitor

at Washington even writes him to multiply suits for his own emolument, and for

the benefit of Betts's clerk and the marshal, by increasing costs, provided the debtors

are solvent—-otherwise to make one suit serve on all the bonds due by one house.
The unprincipled character who thus wrote was a Mr. Matthew Birchard, who was
permitted to resign with Butler and Hoyt, his confederates.

Mr. Hoyt wrote him, Feb. 22, 1840, that " hitherto large numbers of jurors have

* Mr. Macauley puts the following description of Charles I, into Milton's mouth, not thinking it might
apply tolerably well to some of the family of Old Noll also, when transplanted to America :

"If he break his word lo his people, is it a sufficient defence that he keeps it to his companions ? If he
oppress and extort all day, shall he be held blameless because he prayeth at night and morning ? If he be
insatiable in plunder and revenge, shall we pass it by because in meat and drink he is temperate? If he
have lived like a tyrant, shall he be forgotten because he hath died like a martyr?
He was a man, as I think, who had such a semblance of virtues as might make his vices most danger-

ous. He was not a tyrant after our wonted English model. The second Richard, and the second and fourth

Edwards, and the eighth Harry, were men profuse, gay, boisterous ;
lovers of women and of wine, ofno out-

ward sanctity or gravity. Charles was a ruler after the Italian fashion ; grave, demure, ofa solemn carriage,
a.nd sober diet; as constant at prayers 3.s a priest, as heedless of oaths as an atheist."

19
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been taken from the mercantile classes, against which course (he adds) I have re-

monstrated." Birchard immediately wrote the Marshal, at N. York to
" endeavor

to select impartial, capahle men, who are totally disconnected with trade, and all its

influences the whole nation knows that confidence may well be placed in

the integrity and judgment of honest farmers and mechanics."
Here we see the Collector, behind the screen, directing the marshal, through the

government solicitor to discard whole classes of men, as jurors, in cases where
that Collector would derive a vast income from a decision one way, but not the

other. Was it not the interest of the old, intelligent, enterprising merchant, of

established character and unsullied fame, that real attempts to defraud the revenue
should be put down 1 Undoubtedly, for it came in contact with his interest as a

fair trader—and yet Hoyt proscribed him from the jury box, doubtless because his

knowledge and honor M'ould prevent him from stooping to oppress and injure others.

Hoyt would punish rogues, he says
—but it is evident he dared not trust the up-

right dealer to judge as to who the rogues were. How such a document as the

report before me must have excited the detestation and contempt of every honora-

ble mind against Van Buren and his mean-souled cabal I

In page 265, and elsewhere, the U. S. Com'rs report to the President and Con-

gress, that Hoyt instituted prosecutions against some eight or ten foreign houses,

chiefly English importers of woollens, on the pretext that goods imported by them in

Swartwout's time—in most cases 18 months or two years before the date of these

prosecutions, and on which the government appraisers had decided, as being entered

at fair rates—were undervalued. He harrassed them in the entries of their fall im-

portations of woollens for 1839—threatened them with the testimony of wretches

who, instead of being employed in the Customs should have been whipt at the cart's

tail—held them to heavy bail on pretended extra charges out of the goods they had
entered and paid for years before—and actually extorted $85,000 blood money
from them, besides fees to dear Mr. Butler. Compare John Van Buren specula-

ting out of Marcy's message with Hoyt and Butler in the Custom House. They
are still the same. The knaves' compact holds good to the last, gentlemen

—and if

this be libel ye are lawyers, and make the most of it. The Convention ivill come,

and, depend on it, honest men and true will be ripe for resurrection by the month
of June 1846. To suppose that knavery like yours could hold out much longer
would be to doubt the justice of Him who planted in the mind of man feehngs of

love and kindness, one to another. To return to my narrative :

Of this $85,000 compromise, the chairman of the U. S. Com'rs says in his

report :

" The motives of the collector were mercenary and corrupt in the inception
of these proceedings, and animated all his acts, to the final consummation of the

official robbery which he perpetrated on his victims in open day, and with the ap-

probation of the government at Washington, to which he ought to have been held

responsible for conduct so disgraceful to the national character." Butler says, in

a letter, that Hoyt
" collected their various entries and invoices"—Hoyt, in the

cases of Taylor, Shaw, &c., declares,
" we had not possession of the original or

other invoices." We compromised, says Hoyt,
" because we had no evidence on

which to convict the defendants "—he even " boasts of having overreached and

entrapped them by pretending to know more than he really did, and to have evi-

dence which he had not."

Hoyt's whole course shows a disposition to quarrel with and ill-treat England,
with a view probably to a war. Heaven protect our country from war anywhere—and, worst of all, a war where plausible peculators, financiers, land-jobbers, and

pretended reformers, with mantles of piety, would guide the helm of state, and
share the prey of the innocent !

CHAPTER XXXVI.

Hoyt, Beers, and the N. A. Trust and Banking Co. Its commencement. A grand
borrowing, stock-jobbing, speculating machine, on free-trade [.'.'] principles. Pre-

pares bonds for $11,000,000. Ways and Means. Becomes Insolvent—deals in

Cotton—Retains B. F. Butler. Chancery Reforms. Jesse Hoyt bolsters the

Bank, and speculates in its stock, which begins at $ 95 and falls io $3.
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*' The North American Trust and Banking Company
"

is known also as Beers's

bank, Mr. Joseph* D. Beers the " financier
"

having been its president until the

cunning speculators who got it up had pillaged this country, and even Europe, to

the utmost extent of their ingenuity. When hopelessly, and I think, fraudulently
insolvent, it passed into the hands of Mr. David Leavitt as Receiver, loaded with
secret trusts made to its own officers and their associates. Mr. L. is the gentleman
whose testimony bore so hard on certain sharpers and shavers of Wall street, who
were convicted in the stock-jobbing trials of 1826-7

; and his first report, after

two years' observation, possesses evident traces of his ancient intrepidity.
Mr. Leavitt found in specie, a broken silver dollar, and no more, also President

Beers's note for $26,836, and other obligations, a water barrel, a map of Auburn
(did some of the managers contemplate its ample state prison?) some coal, &c.
This banking company was organized, July 14, 1838, under a modification of

the free trade law which Flagg, Hoyt, Phelps, &c. had clamored for, when no
more money could be made by the Safety Fund speculations. On June 13th a pre-

paratory meeting was held, consisting of Goold and Charles Hoyt, Geo. D. Strong,
J. L. Graham, J. B. Murray, Thos. W. Olcott, Saml. Wilkeson of Buffalo, N.
Weed, and three or four othei-s. The chief "

performer," Beers, did not appear
that day. On the 13th of July, Messrs. Beers, C. Hoyt, H. Yates, J. B. Murray,
and many persons of character, property and influence, were named as directors—
on the 18th, twenty-two of them met—Beers was appointed their president, the

intrepid Myndert Van Schaick (who would not sit in Senate with Bishop,) vice-

president, John Lorimer Graham (late post-master, N. Y.) their man of law, and
Walter Mead and D. E. Tylee, cashiers. Then only were subscriptions for stock

opened, and between three and four millions issued, of which the (apparently

self-elected) directors kept more than a third to themselves, as this, with a few votes

from others, would retain for them the direction while it might be desirable. Mr.
Van Schaick retired two months after, well pleased ;

and it was good policy to

obtain, as they did, his written approbation. He declared his behef that their

investments of capital were wisely made.
Mr. Graham, in his historical review, tells us that the bank bought a million of

Arkansas stock, of which A. C. Flagg had a favorable opinion, and was ready to

receive it at par, as good security for circulating notes. Mr. Van Buren, too, liked

this Arkansas stock, and sent the gold for the $ 500,000 education legacy that way,
through men who had probably dealt in pitch previously and forgotten to wash their

hands. Apart from politics, what was there in Arkansas stock to justify this

opinion, held by Beers, Van Buren, Woodbury, C. Hoyt and Flagg ? Another

question—are we justified in believing that such was really their opinion'? $ 1,200,-
000 were also vested in Indiana state stock. Did oft repeated accounts of the folly

predominant in Indiana and Illinois finance and legislation, and in their canal

making, routes and management, induce purchase the second—or was there a

wheel within a wheel—knowing ones wanted Arkansas and Indiana stock out of

their hands, and aiding in contriving this contrivance for the purpose ? A simple
man would think they could have found more judicious specie investments, but per-

haps part of their capital was in reality, paid in such obligations. Mr. Leavitt

shows us that neither of those causes had had much effect in throwing these stocks

into the hands of Beers, Graham & Co., but that they bought them on credit on

speculation, hoping to borrow money for their own purposes by pledging or selling

them again ! ! They paid them, he says, with their own printed promises to pay,
with interest, long after date ! They next, in '38, '39, and '40, issued negotiable
certificates of deposite, to the amount of millions, purporting on their face to be is-

sued by the bank, and many of them payable in London. Of these, a great part

* The stock-brokers have evinced a keen appetite for the control of 'Trust Companies.' Mr. R. H.

Nevins, Broker, Wall street, writes to Mr. Jesse Hoyt, at Albany, dated New York, 14th Jan'y, 1831, aa

follows :

" Dear Hoyt—I must trouble you to let me know, whether our Banks, now being willing to take renewals

of their Cliarters on the terms offered to them last winter, will all be able to get then/? It was predicted

by some persons that some of tliem might not have another chance.
And as to a new Trust Co.—do you think that an application from a very respectable list of petitioners

will succeed in getting a Charter similar to the one granted at the last session ?

I shall be much obliged for your opinion on the above, or on any other subjects that may have to do with
Wall street. I am willing to run the risk of your opinions I hold considerable Life and
Tru^t Co. Stock, which will rise or fall probably whan the question is settled about other charters.

Yours very sincerely, R. H. NEVINS."
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were made payable to Hallett (clerk of the Superior Court,) Graham (their attor-

ney,) Talmage (now Mayor of Brooklyn,) and other officers of their association.

They sold what they could everywhere, to raise the wind—and this base, pawn-
broking concern they had the assurance to call a bank and an American trust, with paid
up capital I I Beers, their guide, was the person of whom Bennett in hi^
Herald once put out a puff, about his retiring in Sept. '35, with a fortune of a mil-
lion of dollars, the proceeds of his industry, and so forth. t

In the winter of 1839-'40, this patent borrowing machine, with a capital to lend,
found its promises coming in for payment, its bought stocks declining in value, and
its cash very low indeed

;
and among other schemes to keep afloat it sought the aid

of Martin Van Buren, through his commercial grand vizier, Jesse Hoyt. At the
same time, 900 bonds FOR ELEVEN MILLIONS OF DOLLARS, in promises to

pay to Walter Mead the cashier, FIVE YEARS AFTER Feb. 1840, were signed
by Beers, as president, and while yet in the company's hands, bonds and mortgages
were executed from the company to Graham aM others its associates, as a pretend-
ed security for payment—and a million trust deed was filled up, the third party
being Mr. Horsley Palmer of the Bank of England, and others in Europe. Many
more capers were cut with public credulity, but I have not room to notice them.
Some of their bonds they paid to their creditors as cash—they handed them to

others as " a collateral security"
—for instance, to T. E. Davis who had LENT

them his note for $79,000. To Col. James B. Murray,* a character much mixed

up with American stock-jobbing, and a regular signer of Swartwout's Custom
House recommendations, they gave $30,000, to try to dispose of in Europe, for

his own account, he having been their great gun there ! In the course of 1840,
Talmage, the Brooklyn Mayor, succeeded Beers as president, and he also signed
lots of trumpery due-bills, which they called post notes, certificates, bonds, &c.

In May, 1840, a State law was passed, forbidding such associations as this from

issuing any of their bills or notes unless payable on demand, and without interest.

This was wisely intended to protect the public from such wholesale knavery as I

have adverted to. In their statements for the public eye, as required by statute,

they had concealed much of their trust conveying, due-bill puffing machinery—and
found no difficulty, it seems, to persuade learned lawyers,

" for a consideration," to

be of, and declare their, opinion, that the statute forbidding their post-note trade

did not intend to forbid it at all, just as learned lawyers were found many years

ago, of opinion, that although the U. S. Constitution expressly forbids the States
to issue promissory notes, as cash, or tamper with the currency, it did not mean to

do that, by any means.
When Mr. Leavitt was appointed Receiver, he found Mr. Graham and others

managing this insolvent institution, as trustees. The very men through whose

management the bank was broken down, yet stood by the wreck they had caused,
and retained control of its whole property ! Who ever heard of a reckless pilot
and engineer landing a North River boat high and dry on the rocks, and afterwards

retaining their control, in spite of all concerned,
"
by previous legal agreement?"

It appeared that $ 9000 a year were charged for attending to two of the eight
trusts. The Company had done a little, and but little, as bankers—as stock-jobbers
a great deal. They were very needy or very greedy, for, they kept borrowmg, at

ruinous rates, almost continually. Beers, and leeches like him, sucked the very
life's blood of the institution.

Postmaster Graham and his two law firms charged and got about $44,000 for

trouble, besides fees, said to amount to as much more.

The Company bought cotton for $640,000 here, and sold it at $90,000 loss in

England, and also sold their promises to pay for what they would fetch any where.
Of course, they must have expected to fail. Mr. B. F. Butler appears to have
been the senior counsel of " the trustees." None more fit. When they got in

Chancery Butler would feel quite at home
;
and if he did not keep Leavitt some

* Col. James B. Murray may have been conscientiously opposed to Madison's measures in 1812. Many
there were who held Napoleon to be as regardless of neutral rights as George 3rd. My fault to him is that
he was a speculator, a dangerous character because a fashionable, polite stock-jobber. He was in service
in 1812, was made a lieutenant-colonel by Tompknis in 1814, with a very complimentary letter, and
appointed in 1816 to the command of the Governor's Guard. I believe he has been an alderman of New
York. He was sent to Albany, with Jeromus Johnson, Prosper M. Wetmore, John L. Graham, Steph.
Allen, Gid. Lee, and others, on behalf of ' the party' in New York, to persuade Marcy and the Legislature
in 1837 to sanction the bankruptcy of the banks, deposites and all—and shrewdly selected a.s the agent to

represent in Europe the wishes of Beers'a vast stock-jobbing machine.
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time at bay there, and delay a decision in due form of law, I mistake the man.

Graham, in his statement, assures the public that Messrs. Butler, &c., after a full

investigation,
" have a perfect conviction" that the company acted in good faith

throughout. So have I—on the Washington and Warren Bank principle. The
Receiver consulted Judge Sutherland, Samuel Stevens, H. Denio, &c., who agree
in sentiment that the trusts are all void and unlawful. Sutherland's opinion is

a very able, clear and convincing document. In Jan. 1841, there were about 500
shareholders in America, and large claims in Europe. Did they ever pretend to

divide profits 1 A Committee, in Nov. 1840, shewed that Beers, while president,
had played the stock-jobber on a large scale, and contrived to have his own
account "

very complicated"
—but they hoped to hold their own with him—a hard

case truly ! No doubt, however, but pious Mr. Butler will make all straight.

Why is not his opinion paraded in print, like the others'? Again—Does he really
believe that assignments made by an insolvent bank, like this, to secure future

advances, are lawful?

Thomas G. Talmage was one of its first directors, and a member of its first

committee of finance. As its last president, he followed the hearse when con-

sumption had left of its remains little more than a broken dollar and water barrel.

In his appeal to the public, lie owns that he entered the concern as a means of

carrying on organized stock-jobbing, money borrowing, post note issuing
—a la

Beers. His statement in the newspapers is by far the most favorable I have yet
seen—and if he is correct, the stockholders will yet recover much of their capital.
It would be well if the Legislature this winter would appoint a capable and faith-

ful committee to look into the operation of the court of chancery, take the evidence
of scientific and practical men, and print the whole for distribution before the
Convention meet. There is surely much that is injurious in following usages (as
Blackstone says) derived " from the imperial and pontifical formularies introduced

by their clerical chancellors." If our " natives" would turn their batteries against
the foreign laws adopted en masse from worn out monarchies, future ages might
have cause to honor and bless their memories. Why did Mr. Butler and his

revising friends in the legislature, ever consent that a free democracy shonld thus
define the powers of our Chancery Court, in the Statute—"

They are co-exten-
sive with the powers and jurisdictions of the Court of Chancery in England,"
except, &c. ?

Mr. Jesse Hoyt lent this company at one time or another at least a million of

dollars, of the Custom House funds, in gold and silver, at a time when govern-
ment had to issue its notes of hand, bearing interest, to the public creditors, and
when he was affirming that he had no public funds on hand ! These facts were
noticed in the journals of the day, and in letters of complaint to Washington—and
as Mr. Van Buren and his cabinet remained silent, it may be inferred that Mr.

Hoyt acted by direct or implied orders. For the money so lent the public received
no interest—but the directors gave their bond to Hoyt for repayment, with some
Indiana stock as additional security. As he was a regular stock-jobber, it is pre-
sumed that M'Jimsey, (his brother-in-law, and one of his sureties.) and other bro-

kers, bought and sold the stock of this bank for him, according as his loans to it or

drafts from it affected the value of the shares. What other compensation he got
is as yet a secret. M'Jimsey refused to testify. Cash commanded, in these times,
in Wall street, a heavy bonus on loans. Hoyt knew that he retained hundreds of
thousands of dollars, according to Poindexter, of which no returns were made to

the Treasury—and by the interest may have cleared $ 60,000 a year, instead of

$40,000. His pecuniary situation may be now artfully veiled. Perhaps he will be
next heard of through the Morris Canal Co. Oct. 10th, 1839, N. A. T. shares were
sold at 52—two days after at 45, and the bank was then due Hoyt $ 175,000.
On the 20th July shares had been up at 79—in Dec. they were down at 35. In

April, 1^40, Hoyt was a creditor for $250,000—and the stock had risen to 5fi—in

August he had withdrawn all but $13,000 and shares sold for but 26. In Nov.
1841 (I quote the Ev. Post) the shares of the N. A. Trust Co. would fetch but

$3, which within three years had commanded $95.
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CHAPTER XXXVII.

Difficulties ivhich surround the -upright merchant in New York. Tariffs
—

Congress
Laws—•Enormous Law Costs—Protests—Appraisers

—Politics—Accommodations—Men of Straw— Our Currency
— The Custom House—Employment of mean,

jobbing politicians
—Abuse—Smuggling and evasions of Revenue Laws—Surveyor's

Public Locks—Drawbacks—Foreign Spices eocported. Conclusion.

An American merchant, perhaps more especially an importer at New York,
who deals in dutiable articles, is more to be pitied than envied. An honest, fair and

manly course of dealing is assuredly not his passport to independence, or a compe-
tence, even with real capital, undoubted credit, and great experience. I will explain
why this is so.

First. The tariflFs or rates of taxation on importations are exceedingly change-
able, and that, too, sometimes very suddenly.

Second. The laws of Congress imposing duties are often differently construed in

different Custom Houses. For instance, a Boston merchant may have imported
heavily, and been charged 25 per cent.—the same article brought by a New York
trader may have paid 50. Both charges may have been returned to the indolent

political financiers at Washington, and approved of.
' When the New Yorker finds

himself undersold at Boston, he enquires, ascertains the cause, complains at New
York and Washington—but if he did not enter a protest at the time of payment
here—he loses the difference. And how could he know that there would be two
rates? Only a few weeks since, Collector Lawrence issued a notice that no duties

would be refunded unless the importer had formally protested when he paid his

money, stating his reasons. In such a case as I have instanced, how could he state

what he did not know? And why should the justification of an error be persisted

in, to his injury, and his right refused him, on a dishonest, legal quibble?
Third. But it may be said—Go to law with the United States. Even Jesse

Hoyt admits, that if the Collector seize goods value $400, or less, no matter how
unjust the seizure may be, it were better for the merchant to submit than suffer

under the enormous law costs and delays of the United States' Courts.

Fourth. A number of merchants import each of them the same kind of goods.
The Collector says the duty is so much per cent. Some demur and protest

—others

pay quietly
—one of them tries the case at law, and the Collector is found to be

wrong. Those who protested may get back the duty overcharged
—those who did

not, are, by Butler and Lawrence's rule, shut out. What could be more iniquitous
than such a rule ? In this and the second statement of my series, I am not offering

hypothetical cases. Secretaries of the Treasury and Comptrollers, and their subs,

pop in and out of office, and Collectors and Comptrollers here, are up and down,
like Jack in a box. Every new man has a new way with him.

Fifth. A set of appraisers are selected by the President; and if the United

States Senate find them competent, on evidence to them satisfactory, they go into

office, with a little army of clerks and assistants of all sorts. It is their duty to say
whether the invoice and the goods correspond

—whether the importer has rated

them too low, or too high—and to fix the value. To aid them in any case that may
require it, the most respectable referees may be selected, and every possible means
taken to arrive at a fair valuation. What more can an importer do than pay the

rates deemed fair by umpires selected by the highest power in the Union, the

treaty making power? Yet it is a truth—Who does not feel the deep disgrace of the

avowal \ Most true it is, that after all this has been done, immense quantities of

goods have been seized in the warehouses of the merchants here, and even followed

to Philadelphia
—the parties stopt from effecting sales—their credit broken—them-

selves involved in law—and all this to extort from their necessities or their fears

more money in taxes than the umpire of the taxing power declared to be just. The
very power that declares to you in a circular that no monies paid in duties shall ever

be refunded, no matter how wrongfully paid, unless you protest against the wrong
when paying—selects its umpire, makes no protest, gives a receipt for the duties

you have paid
—and six months after, sends the thief-takers and its deputies to pull

down your goods off the shelves, on the pretext that you have forfeited all, by not

paying more than government asked !
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Sixth. John Manly begins business in Pine street, with a suitable capital and
education—but is no trading politician. Solomon Sneak commences in same line

right opposite, with ill-deserved credit and no capital at all—but he is
" a regular

democrat of our stamp," goes with " the party
"

at all meetings, electioneers for

them now and then, possesses a secret or two worth having, and is their busy-body,
or one of that class. Prosper Piety* is in the same position as Solomon, except
that he and his partner are worth less than nothing, and clothed in religion as with
a mantle. Will not the two latter be able to speculate, borrow, indorse, bargain,

buy, sell, enter goods low, and actually take the bread out of Manly's mouth,
through enormous discounts, loans on fancy stocks, easily entered invoices, a delu-

sive appearance, and a false credit ? Is it not an every day occurrence 1 Think of

the deposites as they were used in the Manhattan and other Banks. Were not the

monies raised for duties from many merchants and handed over to a favorite few ' of
our politics

'

to speculate with, some of these few men of as little credit or charac-

ter as Jesse Hoyt when he had the Custom House thrown to him as a dog gets a
bone to pick ; clerks, merchants and all ? Can commerce thrive thus served 1

Seventh. What can be more ruinous to the fair-dealing merchant than a currency
such as ours, varying hourly and everywhere

—
vacillating between United States

Bank notes redeemable in specie and safety fund N. York notes, of all kinds and

qualities, payable, unless you want the money, in cash ;
but in case of a run, the

legislature instantly legalizes no payment at all, leaving you at liberty to buy their

specie of their broker with their own notes
; or, in other cases, to wait till their

hundreds of thousands of dollars of country over-issues shall be redeemed, years
hence it may be, by A. C. Flagg our sagacious comptroller ?

,

That any fifty or sixty capitalists who, by buying up more than half the stock of
a new national bank, chartered on the British corporation system, or getting hold of
U. S. securities and investing them in its stock at commencement, should by this

means become the bankers and treasurers of the Union—that their '

promises to

pay
'

should be a legal tender to every civil or military person employed by the U.
S. in payment of salaries, and at every custom house and post-office for revenue—
that these fifty or sixty persons should elect the bank directors, make the money
and issue the money—lend to whom they will or refuse at pleasure

—be lenient to

other banks, or, at pleasure, harrass them to pay up the last dollar—and, should
the states severally agree, create 10 or 100 associate banks, to be called branches—
half of these 50 or 60 men, perhaps, the agents of strangers

—that such a bank as

this should be again set up, and its managers made the '

regulators
' of the credit

and currency of the country, would be no final settlement of the question. Repub-
licans would oppose it on principle

—office-seekers would make '

repeal
'

their war
cry, and the cause of the evils which make justice a reproach, be untouched.

Eighth. The merchant has to do—not with regular business men of high char-

acter, but with violent partisans,! rowdies, reprobates, political hacks paid with

places, bankrupts, ignorance in one, low cunning in another, treachery in a third.

Hoyt, Swartwout, Price, and Butler speak for themselves—but Hoyt publishes

Deputy Collector Lyon as corrupt and unworthy—he declares the appraisers of his

time to be utterly ignorant
—he sends Deputy Collector James Campbell to convict

merchants, after this Campbell had acknowledged on oath his own infamy as being
bribed and perjured

—Joseph R. Bleecker is converted from a cashier and deputy
collector into an informer for hire, receiving presents from Ives, or rather taking
credit with an understanding, &c. Entry Clerk and others, take pay from the

State on the one hand, and illegal fees from the importer on the other, knowing
them to be illegal.

* Even Englishmen felt the weight of Hoyl's official power, in England. A Mr. Priestley consigned,
from Liverpool, goods, value $25,000, to J. W. Corlies. Two years after (1S41) they were in custody—uo
trial had been obtained. Priestley was broken up in consequence, and had to a-ssign his estate to trustees.
It is a terrible system that permits foreign goods, correctly invoiced as to quantity, to be seized on a pre-
text that they are invoiced too low—and that too with umpires chosen by the U. S. whom the importer is

willing to abide by if government wish it.

t For the average character of Custom House Clerks and Officers, see Reports of U. S. Coni'rs to Presi-

dent, 1841-'2, Doc. 212—and Jesse Hoyt's Letters—also the Morning News, N. Y.. by O'Sullivan, Isl 6
months of 1845, and the N. Y. Evening Post generally. The last named print, June 30, 1845, says—" The Custom House here has for some years past been an intolerable engine of oppression, a mischievous
organ of petty tyranny, a corrupting source of iniquity." Yet this dishonest,, plausible paper lauded and
upheld Jeaae Hoyt !
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Ninth. It is often asserted, and I believe it, on all the information and expe-
rience of thirty years' acquaintance with commerce, that, taking the whole State

of New York, an immense proportion of the dutiable articles pay no duty at all.

Among the hosts of officers of one sort or other, how few are selected for their in-

telligence and integrity !
—some such there are—just and honorable men—but the

majority are street politicians
—and Mr. Lawrence, as I have described him, is their

appropriate chief. Are such the men to prevent smuggling
—to protect, on our

frontiers, and in such a port as this, the fair trader ?

Tenth. There are a great number of cellars, stores, and other places, for keeping
bonded goods

—articles for exportation, or that may be required for domestic use.

With the keys in the hands of street politicians, bar room orators, spring and fall

electioneerers, stock-jobbers, and speculators
—may not genuine liquors be stored, the

spirit exchanged, and a pretended foreign article exported ? The system in use, as

I have seen it, would tempt even brandy and gin dealers to collusion. Some time
since the United States exported in seven years, subject to drawback (that is, a re-

turn of the duties,) a far larger quantity of foreign spices than had been imported
and paid duty. I say nothing of home consumption. Here was the miracle of the

loaves and fishes, in a new form—but were there no loooden nutmegs? What room
is there for fair trade under such a system !

Eleventh, and lastly. The merchant is not only puzzled by contradictory reports
of cotton crops in Georgia and grain crops in England, and of new tariiFs at Wash-
ington, London, Paris, and Dantzic, but he has to study politics as a science in or-

der that he may be enabled to form an estimate of the value of the blasts of ap-

proaching war which blow continually in his ears from some quarter or other.

War for Texas, for Mexico, for Canada, for Oregon, for part of Maine, for honor,
for gain, for glory, for slavery or for freedom, or some cause or other, is an unceas-

ing cry
—and beyond the pretext it affords for upholding a vast naval and military

force, with its contracts and corrupt patronage, many know not what to make of it.

Perfect and of thirty years' continuance as peace now is, two-thirds of the national

expenditure is upon warlike objects, and over 20,000 persons are in continual pub-
lic pay as fighting men, or connected with war. The national war tax alone is

nearly three millions of dollars for the State of New York, besides a loss of the

services of thousands of valuable artizans and farmers. In 1839 there were 107
naval captains and commanders, and in 1841 an increase of 57, all on pay. Lt.

Maury says that the Ohio, ship of the line, cost under $300,000, and that nearly

$600,000 were charged in 18.39, merely for repairing her. The checks of vetoes,

departments, boards, and enquiring committees are found to be no checks at all,

unless the people who buy goods and pay taxes to the Hoyts and Swartwouts of

the day can be waked up a little. Few men have more steadily opposed extrava-

gant expenditures than the writer, and even natives are willing to permit adopted
citizens to write against abuses, so that they avoid mentioning the N. Y. corpora-
tion expenditure of 1843-4. What the country wants is peace, a free convention,
and a people alive to reform and improvement. I have changed my mind both as

to men and measures, in some degree, of late years, and must admit that there is

truth in Lord Brougham's remark, that ' a rigid devotion to -party forms one of the

most sacred aristocratic mysteries,' and that politicians, when in power, ought
never to forget the prayer (Matthew VI and 13,)

' Lead us not into temptation
but deUver us from evil.'

There are, no doubt, many remarkable incidents in the lives of Messrs. Hoyt and

Butler, which the compiler of this work has not had leisure properly to notice, nor

even advert to—but, in a second edition, or through some other suitable channel of

communication with the public, it is his intention to submit copies of several inter-

esting documents, (before the sitting of the Convention, should it be determined

on,) which he deems it advisable/or the present to withhold. His chief object, thus

far, was to shew the necessity which exists for checking the career of a faction of

dissemblers who are unfriendly to the vital principle of elective institutions.
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